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BEAUTIES 


OF THE 


Evangelical Magazine. 


BIOGRAPHY. 


MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. J. BROWN OF 
HADDINGTON. 


E love an author, from whofe works our minds have 
derived pleafure and improvement: we with to be 
introduced to intimate acquaintance with him, that we may 
fee him in the undrefs of life, and mark the genuine difpo- 
fitions of his heart. To gratify a defire fo reafonable, is 
certainly proper. In the prefent cafe, it appears to be, in 
fome degree, neceflary; for the felf-denial which diftinguifh- 
es all Mr. B’s writings,—the narrative which he hath given 
of himfelf, publifhed in his Select Remains,—and the {trong 
teems fh which he utters the deep fenfe he cherifhed of his 
finfulnefs, efpecially when dying, feemed to throw a veil 
over his real character, and conceal his fpiritual excellencies. 
The truth of the following account, in which fome particu- 
lars will appear fingular, it is believed, will readily be ad- 
mitted by all his brethren in the miniftry, who were in ha- 
bits of intimacy with him during his life, and now furvive 
him in the vineyard of the Lord. 

In learning, his attainments were eminent: they cor- 
relfponded wlth the infatiable ardour of his young. mind 
alter general knowledge. His acquaintance with European 
languages will aftonifh our minds, when we tonfider, that, 
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excepting the fpace of one fingle month, he was his own 
teacher. He relifhed the beauties of the Latin poets ; but 
of the Greek, and efpecially of the Hebrew language, his 
knowledge was extenfive, accurate, and critical. He could 
read and tran{late the French, the Italian, the German, the 
Arabic, the Perfian, the Syriac, and the Ethiopic. Though 
he underflood the Newtonian fyftem, and was not unac- 
quainted with the different theories of the human mind, 
connected with the fcience of morals, his favourite ftudy was 
Divinity ; and in fubfervicncy to this, the hiftory of nations 
and of the church of God. He made an abr idgement of the 
whole of the Ancient Univerfal Hiftory. In Divinity, he 
perufed chiefly the writings of the beft ‘old divines, as Tur- 
rentine, Piétet, Maftricht, Owen ; and of the moderns, 
Botton, Erfkine, Hervey. But, above all, he ftudied the 
oracles of God. Indeed, his acquaintance with the Bible 
was fingular. Scldom was a text quoted, but he could ac- 
curately repeat it, explain its meaning, and flate its con- 
nexion. 

In piety, he was eminently heavenly-minded: prayer was 
his delight. Befides the regular devotions of the clofet, he 
appcale often engaged in ejaculations to his Father in 

eaven ; particularly, when he was compoling .or medita- 
ting on his fermons. He frequently fet apart a morning 
for extraordinary prayer, and often called together his do- 
meftics to family-fafling, or thankfgiving. Though few 
more tenderly fympathized with the afflicted, yet he was 
{carce ever feen to weep, except from the deep impreffions 
of divine truth on his own heart, or from compaflion for pe- 
rifhing fouls. Bodily pain, and the death of relations, he 
endured without fhedding a tear ; but when he was warning 
finners of their danger, and befeeching them to be recon- 


ciled unto God, the emotions of his heart generally overs» 


came his firmnefs, and frequently checked his utterance. 

He was a conicientious obferver of the Lord’s Day. To 
converfe on the common affairs of life, or even on the mere 
externals and trivial matters of the church, he confidered 
as unfuitable to the {piritual exercifes of the day, and offen- 
five to God. Ashe would not allow himfelf to fay or do 
what he conceived to be inconfiftent with the fanctification 
of that holy day, fo hé endeavoured to reftrain all within his 
houfe from fuch practices. , 

In converfation, it was evident to every body that his con- 
flant aim was to reform,and to edify. He feldom gave an opi- 
nion on political fubjeéts, or at ali intermeddled with them. 
The remarks which he made, when others introduced fub- 
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jeéts of that nature, were ufually religious. Inftead of ex- 
preffing approbation, or of pafling cenfure on the conduct of 
our rulers, be tried to lead the attention to the operations 
of Providence, which manages all things for the honour of 
God, and the welfare of hischurch. The fubject of mini- 
{ters ftipends he alfo ftudioufly avoided in converfation ; 
knowimg that they who officiate in facred things, lie too fre 
quently, however undefervedly, under the odium of being 
mercenary men; and that few things tend more to hinder 
the people’s edification, than a fufpicion that their minifter’s 
leading obje& is worldly gain. ‘The proceedings of the ec- 
clefiaftical courts he feldom fpake of to private Chrittians ; 
and the imprudent behaviour of any of their members, he 
carefully concealed. He could not fee how the mentioning 
of thefe things coyld any way promote the real fpiritual pro- 
fit of his people. 

Through ftedfaft faith in the divine promifes, he feems 
to have attained to an habitual evennefs of mind, fo as ne- 
ver to be muchtranfported with joy, or much depreffed with 
forrow. In him the promife was evidently fulfilled ; “ Thou 
“ wilt keep him in perfe@ peace, whofe mind is ftayed on 
“* Thee, becaufe he trufteth in Thee. On one occafion, hear. 
ing a moft tremendous peal of thunder, he faid, with much 
pleafant feremity, * That’s the love-whifper of my God.” 

For fome years before his death he took peculiar delight 
in reading and abridging the Lives and Experiences of fe- 
rious Chriflians. | 

During his laft illnefs he difcovered a remarkably thank- 
ful frame of mind for the fmalle ft favor or affiftance given 
to him ; and fo entirely fatisfied was he with the difpenfati- 
ons of Providence, that for three or four months before he 
died, he was never heard to utter a peevifh word. 

In diligence he was unwearied. In fummer, he rofe be- 
tween four and five in the morning ; in winter, at fix ; and 
profecuted his ftudies till eight in the evening. The hours 
which thoufands watte in fleep, he bufily employed in pray- 
er, in reading, or writing. Formal vifits he difrelifhed ; 
and often faid he would much rather compofe a fermon, than 
ipend an hour in thefe. His people knew his difpofition ; 
and feldom invited him out, or called on him, without fome 
errand of importance. ‘The number of his publications is a. 
proof of his diligence ; efpecially as he was accuftomed to 
write his manufcripts feveral times over, and never employ- 
ed an amanuensis : nor were his minifterial labours ever re- 
faxed. Befides expounding a part of Scripture, he preach- 
ed three fermons every Lord’s Day, excepting a fhort while, 
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in the depth of winter. During the months, when, as Pro- 
feffor of Divinity under the Affociate Synod, he was engaged 
in teaching the ftudents, and his pulpit was fupplied by his 
brethren, he frequently went aconfiderable number of miles, 
and preached to a congregation for whom nofermon had been 
provided. He vifited, miniflerially, every ‘family cf his 
church once a year , and twice a year catechifed them ; be- 
fides his frequent inftrutions, often weekly, given to the 
children, - . 

In charity he was exemplary. His income was indeed 
{mall ; but with what he had, it was his aim to do good to 
all, efpecially to the houfehold of faith. It was his opini- 
on, that every man is bound to devote at leaft the tenth part 
of his income to pious ufes ; and, though he had a nu- 
merous family, he often exceeded this proportion. He 
exercifed a degree of economy in expenfes on his own 
perfon, which ime of his brethren thought to be ex- 
treme. It appeared clearly, however, that his fole objec 
in this frugality of expenditure on himfelf, was, that he 
might be the more enabled “ to give to him that needed.” 
His alms were frequently accompanied with good counfels, 
that while the body was fupplied, the falvation of the foul 
might not be negleéted. ‘To poor congregations who re- 
quefted a collection from his people, rather than burthen 
them (being {mall in number, and generally poor) he feve- 
yal times fent confiderable fums out of his own pocket. 
Frequently did he caufe the widow’s heart to fing for joy ; 
while the ftream ran in a channel fo concealed, that the 
fpring was never difcovered, fave by the family whofe wi- 
thered garden was refrefhed by its waters. 

Asa minifter, he was a faithful and humble fervant of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift. He poffeffed a peculiar talent in 
preaching difcourfes which tended to awaken the confcience 
and fearch the heart. But his greateft pleafure was to pub- 
lith the, glad tidings of falvation, and the free accefs which 
finners, even the chief, have tothe Saviour. His urgent 
reafoning with finners, on God’s behalf, will not foon be 
forgotten by thofe who heard them. 

He poffeffed a happy turn of mind in choofing fubjeéts of 
fermons that fuited the {pecial occurrences of Providence 
towards the nation in general, or the circumftances of his 
own congregation in particular, ‘Though his learning was 
very confiderable, he never made a fhew of it in the pulpit. 
His obje& was not to exalt himfelf, but that Saviour whom 
God delighteth to honour ; and to bring down, as far as 
poflible, the great truths of religion to the level of comman 
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capacities. He o cn repeated Archbifhop Ufer’s faying: 
—‘ It will take all our learning to make things plain.” 
Great was his boldnefs and fidelity in addrefling immortal 
fouls. A refpectable Englith divine, who about thirty 
years ago heard him for fome time in his own meeting- 
houfe, fays, ‘1 well remember a fearching fermon he 
preac hed from thefe w ords, ‘* What went ye out for to fee?” 
*&c. Although at that time [ had no experimental acquain- 
tance with the truth as it is in Jefus, yet his grave appear- 
ance in the pulpit, his folemn, weighty, and energetic way 
of f{peaking, ufed to affect me very much. Certainly his 
preaching was clofe, and his addrefs to the confcience pun- 
gent. Like his Lord and Matter, he fpake with authotity 
and hallowed pathos, having himfelf tafted the {weetnefs, 
and felt the power of what he delivered.” Ifthe ftvle of 
his printed fermons fhould not pleafe the more polifhed 


‘reader, his own congregation will atteft, that fuch was the 


earneft manner of his deliv ery, as to make it {carcely pofii- 
ble to hear him, and not be deeply and ferioufly affected. 

Avowed infhdels have fometimes been ftruck with this ; and 
though they laughed at others,—when they heard him, 
were forced to liften with gravity and deep attention. He 
was never backward to preach, if finners were willing to 
hear. Inftead of reckoning it a burden, he accounted it a 
grace given to him to preach to the Gentiles the unfearcha. 

ble riches of Chrift. It was his ufual practice, both before 
and after he came from public worfhip, to retire to his clo- 
fet and pour out his heart in prayer. Trifling converfation 
at any time, but efpecially after being engaged in the folem- 
nities of Chrittian worfhip, he peculiarly detefted. In vi- 
fiting the fick, he was very induftrious. His vifits were ne- 
ver tedious ; but, according to his opportunity, frequent. 
When any of his people were jn affliction, he vifited them 
immediately, if poflible, on being informed: nor was he 
backward to thew fympathy to thofe of other denominations, 
when tokl that his vifit would be acceptable. His public 
prayers were commonly fhort, except on days of fafting and 
thankigiving ; and then he prayed with fuch fervour and im, 
portunity, as had a remarkable tendency to elevate the de- 
votions of his fellow-worfhippers. . 

None more earneftly withed the fpreading of the bleffe:’ 
Gofpel. He gladly undertook many long and fevere jou: - 
nies to congregations deftitute of paftors, where he might 
have accefs, to preach the glad tidings of falvation. He 
greatly rejoiced in the fuccefs of Brainard, and other Mil- 
honaries ; and often in preaching, when his fubje@ would 
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admit, defcanted with much pleafure on Mifhons to the 
Heathen world. Of this he was peculiarly fond, a few 
years before his death. Meetings for prayer and religious 
converfation, he laboured to encourage, not merely by re- 
commending them from the pulpit, but by frequently at- 
tending them himfelf. Thofe in the town, he vifited, if 
poffible, once a-week ; thofe in the country, as often as he 
had opportunity. Perfons weak in knowledge, who at- 
tended them, he kindly encouraged, by fhewing refpect to 
fuch remarks as they made on divine truths. 

Early religion he warmly prefled. Sometimes he preach- 
ed a fermon, or a courfe of fermons, to the young ; and, 1 in 
the application of his other difcourfes, he frequently intro- 
duced an exhortation tothem. He ofters catechifed them, 
either in the fchools, or in the meeting houfe ; and fel- 
dom met with young perfons but he introduced fome obfer- 
vations refpecting the mifery of their natural flate, and the 
method of recovery by the Redeemer. Several of thefe 
hints’ feem to have had a good effet. For fome years, a 
meeting of feven or eight children was held in his manfe*, 
for prayer, praife, and fpiritual conference ; and though 
it was commonly on Saturday evenings, he frequently left 
his ftudies for half an hour, went into the little religious fo- 
ciety, converfed familiarly with them, and, after giving 
them good counfels, recommended them to God in prayer, 
while the dear young ones were kneeling around. 

He met with trials from the irregular behaviour of fome 
few members of his church; but when any fell into open 
and heinous tranfgreflions, it grieved his fpirit fo much, as 
not unfrequently to deprive him of his night’s reft. When 
he underftood that differences exifted between members of 
the church, he made it his bufinefs to have them f{peedily 
removed ; and was particularly active this way, efpecially 
in view of the difpenfation of the Lord’s Supper. 

His fucceis in the miniftry was very confiderable. In 
his own congregation, it is hoped, that a number claimed 
him for their {piritual father ; and that others acknowledged 
him to be the helper of their faith and joy. Nor was it 
at home only that he was inftrumental in doing good to 
fouls ; in various parts of the country where he had accefs 
to preach, there were feals of his miniftry. It is true, the 
fuccefs was frequently hid from himfelf; and while his 
Matfter fecured the honour of making the word efficacious, 
he left the fervant to cry, “I have laboured in vain; I 


* The Parsonage- house. 
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have {pent my ftrength for nought, and in vain.” His 
natural modeity prevented him from cultivating acquaint- 
ance with many who valued his writings. He washonoured, 
however, with the correfpondence of the late Rev. Melfirs. 
John Mafon, of New York; Annan, of Bofton; Archibald 
Hall, of Well-Street, London ; with that alfo of the Rev. 
Mr. Phillips, late of Sarum; the Rev. Mr. Simeon, of 
Cambridge ; the late Countefs of Huntingdon, and others. 
He received a kind and earneft invitation from the Dutch 
church in the province of New York, to be their tutor in 
divinity. This invitation, as well as his correfpondence with 
the excellent perfonage lait mentioned, he modeftly ftudied 
to conceal from the knowledge of all. 

As a member of fociety, he endeavoured to know the 
mind of God in regard to every particular part of his du- 
ty; and having found the truth, he avowed and acted up- 


on it without difguiie. When truths of importance were 


oppofed, zeal for his Mafter and regard to mankind, 
brought him forward in their defence. This gave rife to 
fuch of his writings as were controverfial. His peculiar 
principles, as a Seceder, never appear in his practical trea- 
tife. From cenviction of duty, he firft joined the Secef- 
fion, and continued its fteady friend as long as he lived ; 
while, at the fame time, he difcovered the ftrongett affec- 
tion to Gofpel-minifters and private Chriftians of the efla- 
blifhed church, and other denominations. His prayers 
were always liberal and catholic. He feemed peculiarly 
concerned for the Anti-Burger congregation in the neigh- 
bourhood, and for the parifh-church, efpecially at the time 
of their facramental folemnities. Inregard to what is cal- 
led Church-communion, he was ftrict; but as to the com- 
munion of faints, as diflinguifhed from it, he was truly 
liberal. For years, a praying fociety met in his houfe ; 
fome of the members of which belonged to the Eftablithed 
Church, and fome to the Seceffion. 

He manifefted fingular readinefs to forgive his enemies. 

Notwithftanding the abufe which he received while he 
was a fludent, it was remarked that he was never heard to 
open his mouth againft the authors of it, or fo much as 
mention the affair. | 

To certain writers who reviled him from the prefs he 
meekly replied, ‘* Whatever they wifh me, my heart’s defire 
is that they may obtain redemption, through the blood of 
Chrift, even the forgivenefs of fins, according to the riches 
of his grace. Whatever they call me, may Jehovah call 
them the Redeemed of the Lord, Sought out, and Net 
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forfaken.” Toa minifter of another denomination, who 


had treated him with much incivility, he was enabled, by 
the grace of God, to afford fupply in the day of his brother’s 
poverty, by fecree remittances of money; and after his de- 


ceafe, he offered to take one of his deftitute orphans and. 


bring him up with his own children. 

On the fettlement cf any of his fludents, as fixed paflor 
to a congregation, he ufually fent him a paper of excellent 
counfels in regard to the exercile of his miniftry. There 


ure many valuable letters in the poffeffion of the children of 


deceafed minifters and private Chriftians, full of {criptural 
ind fuitable comfort and advice, which he fent on the death 
of their parents. Many atime did he wipe off the tear from 
the widow’s face, “by leading her faith to the promiles of 
the covenant, and miniftering to the fupply of her neceffities. 
He was fingularly backward to believe ill reports of any, but 
€ apaeieny of thofe who fill public ftations ; being conv inced 
ihat fuch reports have very often no foundation, and pro- 
duce the very worl effeéts. Therefore, as he would not 
fuffer others to attack charaéters in his prefence, he himfelf 
moft confcientioufly avoided the defiling practice. 

As tutor to candidates for the holy miniftry, his care w2s 
to give them a connetted view of Gofpel-truth, both doc- 
trinal and practical: and that they might be able to fupport 
and illuftrate the feveral articles of our holy religion, he 
endeavoured to render them mighty in the Scriptures. In 
his Sy{tem of Divinity and Cafes of Confcience, the public 
have a view of the particular topics which he ufed to ex- 
plain to his pupils atlarge. It was his concern alfo to make 
them acquainted with the hiftory of the church ; and what 
he publifhed on this fubje€&t he had compiled chiefly tor 
them. He urged with great earneftnefs on their minds, to 
make themfelves well acquainted with thc oracles of God i» 
the original tongues. Next to thefe, he recommended, the 
Compendium of Turrentine ; Owen’s Works ; Fifher’s 
Work on the Affembly’s Catechifm ; the Writings of Bof- 
toh, and the’ Erikines ; the Marrow of Modern Divinity, 
with Bofton’s Notes; Marthal on Sanétification ; Cole on 
God’s Sovereignty; Hervey’s Theron and Afpafie, with 
his Defence againfl W ‘efley ; Beart’s Vindication of the 
Law and Gofpel ; Halyburton’s Defence of Revealed Reli- 
gion ; his Memoirs, together with thofe of Alexander Ar- 
chibald, publifhed at Edinburgh in 1768. He earneftly 
warned his ftudents againft a merely ep pnces way of 
fiudying divinity, and ftrenuoufly preffed on their minds 
the abfolute neceffity of heart-religion, that they might 
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rnake proficiency in their ftudies. His addrefs to them 
prefixed to his fyftem, clearly evinces that he regarded this 
as a matter of the very Jaftimportance. No man could 
bear more patiently with the imprudence and weaknefs of 
fome of them; and yet when there was uccafion, he mott 
faithfully admonifhed them. His admonitions indeed deep- 
ly impreffed the confciences, and were long and gratefully 
remembered. He- was, in truth, among them as a father 
among his children: he loved them, and ftudied their 
good ; and they loved him, and regarded his counfel. No 
feafon of the year was {fo pleafant, either to the profeflor, or 
to the ftudents, as the time of attending the Divinity-Hall. 
The ferious and folemn addreffes, which on particular oc- 
cafions, he made to them, and efpecially when they parted, 
were affecting indeed, and calculated to leave the belt im- 
prefions. Many of his fayings at thofe times, it is believ- 
ed, will never be forgotten by thofe who heard them. The 
many able, ufeful, and acceptable minifters, both in Great 
Britain and Ireland, whom he trained up for the facred of- 
fice, evince the ample fuccefs with which the Lord crowned 
his labours. 
He fell afleep in Jefus, June 19, 1787. 


Mr. Brown's remarkable Lxpressions during Ais date illness: 


IF Chriftbe magnified in my life, that is the great matter 
{ wifh for. Often we read hiftory as Atheifts or Deitts, 
rather than as Chriftians. To read of events without obferv- 
ing the hand of God in them, is to read as Atheifts; and, 
to read and not obferve how all events conduce to carry on 
the work of redemption, is to read as Deifts. A piece of 
hiftory hath often amufed me when my natural fpirits were 
low ; but now I find no pleafute, except in meditating on 
the promifes of God. 

The doctrine of grace reigning through righteoufnels, is 
good to live with, and good to die with. QO! what a happy 
life a chriftian might have, if he were always perfuaded of 
the love of God which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord! If there 
were any fuch thing as exchange of learning, I would willing- 
ly quit with all my knowledge of Janguages and other things, 
were it a thoufand times more extenfive, experimentally to 
know what that meaneth—‘I am crucified with Chrift, 
ie ogi I live, yet not I, but Chrift liveth in me: and 

fou. I. 
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the life which I now live in the flefh, I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himfelf for me.” 
I think ep this evening, I am no worfe ; but do not wifh 
to have a willin the matter: only I would not defire to live, 
and not be able for Chrift’s work ; though perhaps, were 
God fo ordering it, he would enable me to bear that too. 
No doubt I have met with trials as well as others ; yet the 
Lord hath always been fo kind to me, that I think if he were 
to give me as many years as I have lived in this world, I 
would not defire one fingle circumftance in my lot to be 
changed, but that I had lefs fin. I have often wondered at 
the favour which men have fhewn to me; but much more 
at the favour of God to fuch a great tranfgreffor. O! to be 
with God! to fee him as he is! toknow him even as we 
are known! It is worth not merely doing for, but dying for, 
to fee a gracious God. 

About the year , God faid to my foul, “‘ I have loved 
“thee with an everiafting love ;” and O! how faithful he 
hath been to mefince. JT here would not have been more 
grace fhewn in the redemption of the chief of devils, than in 
faving me. ‘The fame price would have ranfomed them ; 
the fame ftrivings would have overcome them. Men may 
talk againit the fovereignty of redeeming love as they will ; 
ban had it not been fovereign, infinitely fov ereign, I fhouid 

as certainly have been damned as if I were in hell already. 
Were it not that God forefaw our provocations from eter- 
nity, he never could have continued his love toward me, 
the great tranfgreffor, the arrant rebel. Yet, Lhope, he is 
now preparing me for being ever with himfelf. 

O! how thefe words—* He loved me, and gave himfelf 
‘for me,” once penetrated my heart, and made me cry, 
“¢ Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and all that is within me, blefs 
“ his holy name.” Notw ithftanding all my wickednefs, God 
hath put a bridie in my mouth; and though I have beet a 
mot perverfe finner, yet he hath ftrangely rettrained me. 
This he hath done chiefly by his loving kindnefs and tender 
mercy. 

I defire to depart, and be with Chrift, which is far better 
than life. Though I have lived fixty years very comfort- 
ably, yet-I would gladly turn my back on you all, to be with 
Chrift. OQ! how pleafant to enjoy fellowfhip w ‘ith Chritt ! 
Any little acquaintance I have had with him, deeply convin- 
ceth me of this. And, Oh! how much more pleafure 
might I have had, but Sox my own folly and wickednefs! I 
now think that I could willingly die to fee him, who is 
* white and ruddy, the chieleit among ten thoufand.” 
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Addrefling himfelf to his two fons in the miniftry, he 
faid, with peculiar earneftnefs, O! labour, labour for Chrift, 
while you have ftrength. I now repent that I have been fo 
lazy and flothful in his fervice. O! commend Jefus. I 
have been looking at him for thefe many years, and yet 
never could find a flaw in him, but what was of my own 
making; but he has feen ten thoufand faults inme. Jutftly 
may he fay of me,—* Sixty years long have I been grieved 
‘¢ with this rebel ;” and as juftly may I add, “where my fin 
‘hath abounded, God’s grace hath much more abounded.” 
O! how comely and gracious a perfonage hath Jefus been 
in my igh! Many a kind friend I have had, but none like 
Chrift, in loving-kindnefs and tender mercies. I know not 
it I fhall ever fee you together again; but O! labour to 
win fouls to Chrift. There is none like Chrift. Iam fure, 
a poor worthlefs wretch he has had of me: but a precious, 
{uperlatively precious Chrift I have had of him. Never 
grudge either purfe or perfon for him. I can fay I was 
never alofer by any time {pent, or by any money given for 

him. 

At another time—O ! the pains, faid he, God has been at 
to fave me, and the pains I have been at to deflroy mytelf ! 
But he hath partly gained, and, I hope, he will completely 
gain the victory. I find reading tires me, walking tires me, 
riding tires me ; but were I once with Jefus above, fellow- 
hip with him will never tire. ‘ So fhall we be for ever 
‘‘ with the Lord.” If doubting, difputing, and trampling on 
his kindnefs, could have made him change his love, it would 
never have been continued to me. Though I have never 
been left to commit grofs crimes, yet he knows the outra- 
geous wickednefs of my heart; fuch wickednefs as would 
have provoked any but a God of infinite love, to caft me 
into Hell. Yet lo! Inftead of cafting me thither, he takes 
me to his bofom, and fays, “I have loved thee with an 

‘* everlalting love.” How ‘hath the Lord borne and carried 
me! He hath indeed vifited me with ftripes; but never ex-, 
cept when I[ richly deferved them. 

I was young when left by my parents ; yet their inftruc- 
tions, accompanied with God’s dealings, made fuch an im- 
preffion on mykheart, as, I hope, will continue with me to 
all eternity. I have ferved feveral mafters ; but none fo 
kind as Chrift. I have dealt with many honeft men ; but 
no creditor like Chrift. Had I ten thoufand hearts, ‘they 
fhould all be given*tu Chrift; and had [I ten thoufand 
bodies, they fhould all be employed in labouring for his ho- 
nour.—Repeating thele words: “ Thou art my God, I will 
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God to caft me off; and yet, to this day, he crowneth me 
with loving kindnefs and tender ‘mercies ! How aftonifh- 

ing the necessity of the love of the Son of God! once, I 
thought, I got a rav ifhing fight of the neceffity of his lov- 
ing me, the finner. He faid, “ Other theep Ihave; thefe 
allo must 1 bring.” O! his kindnefs! his kindnefs !—I 
have fhared of his frowns as well as of his fmiles—iittle 
frowns in comparifon with what I deferved, Yet, when- 
ever I abufed thofe frowns, as well as his fniiles, he ‘hath 
ever overcome me with tender mercies. 1am weak, but I 
am well, confidering I am fucha finner. Truly I may fy, 
« GoodnefS and mercy have followed me all the days of my 
life ;’ and I hope to dwell in the -houfe of the Lord for 
ever. Oto Be. where they hunger no more; neither thirit 
any more ; ‘but are filled with the fatnefs of God’s houfe ! 

Toone of his younger children he faid with’ great ear- 
neftnefs, Now cry to God, ** Thou art my Father.” Ido 
not think.J, was, older than you when God caufed me to 
claim him; and Oh! God has beena good Father to me! 
It is long fince God faid to me, “ Leave thy fatherlefs chil- 
“dren with me, 1 w ill preferve them alive; and let_thy wi- 
“ dow truftin me.” As Iknow not but Iam dying of this 
illnefs, I have endeavoured to caft you on the J Lord. But 
fee alfo that you cait yourfelf upon him.—At another time, 
Were it not that the blood of Jefus cleanfeth from all fin, 
damnation would be my lot; but ‘in him I-have redemp- 
‘¢ tion through his blood, the forgivenefs of fin, according to 
‘“‘ the riches of his grace :” and if Chrift be glorified.to the 
higheft, and I afhamed to the loweft, I am content. 

I think the early death of my father and mother, the death 
of abeloved wife and children, w rought, in a senaattahie 
way, for my good. I could not but notice when God took 
away thefe, he always fupplied their room with himfelt. 
May he deal thus with you of my family when Idie! As 
to my recovery, I with that God may do what is moft for 
his glory y, and for the good of my foul. Were it leftto me, 
whether I would choole life ar death, I would refer it whol- 
ly to God himfelf. All my days I have been rebdélling 
againft and vexing his Holy Spirit; yet I may fay this hath 
been the fum of his conduét to me—“ He wrought for his 
name’s fake, that it fhould not be polluted.” O! how 
God hath exemplified that fcripture in his conductto mez 

—‘“ If thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirft, give 
“him drink ;” and in fo doing, I hope he hath heaped h 2art- 
melting coals of fire upon my head. Any thing I knaw 
zbout religion is this, that I have found great weaknefs and 
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made days of affiction always the happieft. Indeed, I 
think, I have feldom had very fweet days, except when I 
met with affliction, one way or another. I do not expect to 
{ee it; yet it is the jey of my heart, that the time is coming 
when ‘“ the kingdoms of this world fhall become the king- 
‘¢doms of our Lord and of his Chrift.” Dead churches finail 
yet be quickened ; apoftate churches fhall yet be recovered ; 
and churches be planted where there weve none beiore. I 
could wifh to live and die a deep, deep debtor to mercy ; 
and that none of my works fhouild ever be mentioned but as 
manifeftations of mercy, and as means of promoting the 
work of mercy in the welfare of others. . Though pride pre- 
vail much in my heart, yet I think 1 would trample it thus 
far under my feet, as that I fhould be glad to fee my ftu- 
dents, and not only they, but all the faithful minifters of 
Jefus, bringing hundreds or thoufands of fouls with them 
into Heaven, though I fhould have but five or fix, O! how 
happy fhould I be, when I depart to heaven, were I able to 
tell this news to the redeemed millions, that the Holy Ghoft 
had been remarkably poured down on Ealt Lothian, and 
that there was not now a family in which the worfhip of God 
was not obferved! It muft greatly delight the redecmed 
above, to hear of Chrift’s glory being dilpiayed, and of fouls 
being faved on earth. 

Ever fince God dealt favingly with my heart, I have never 
had any comfort in the thought that my fins were fmall, but 
in the belief that “ the blood of Jefus cleanfeth from all fin ;”’ 
and in the confideration of God’s mercy being higher than 
the Heavens. It might be written on my coffin, “Here 
lies one of the cares of Providence, who early loft both 
father and mother, and yet never miffed them.” I fhould 
not wifh there fhould ever be the leaft appearance of avarice 
of the world in me. I can truft my family to Providence ; 
and if, when I am in heaven, it ihall appear that cne has 
been converted by means of any thing I ever wrote, I fhall 
mark down one hundred pounds; if there fhould be two, I 
will fay, there is two hundred pounds; and if twenty, there 
is fomething of more ralue than two thoufand pounds. 
That is the reward I wifh for my writings. God deals fo 
tenderly with me in my afflictions, as it every ftroke went 
nearer to his own heart than to mine. The command is, 
Owe no man any thing :—what a mercy it is that there is 
no fuch precept as this, Owe a Saviour nothing—or even 
this, Study to owe him as little as poflible.—I confefs that 
I fhould not like to ftand atthe market-crofs with a paper oa 
my breaft, declaring { was a bankrupt to men: but O! I 
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He publifhed the following works : 


The Setf-Interpreting Bible, 2 vo!. 4r0.) Two Short Catechisms for Young Péo- 
Dictionary of the Bible, 2 vol. 8vo. ple. 
Large Explication of the Assembly’s |The Christian Student and Pastor. 
Catechism. Praétical Piety Exemplitied. 
The Christian Journal. The Young Christian: Three Sermons. 
Explication of Scripture Metaphors. | Letters on Toleration. 
System of Divinity. General History of the Church, 2 vol. 
Evangelical view of the Typ-s. Particular History of the Churches of 
History of the Secession. England, Scotland, and Ireland. 
Letters on the Government of the Harmony of Scripture Prophecies. 
Christian Church. Since his death have been published; 
Sele& Remains. 





JOSEPH an OTAHEITAN YOUTH. 


()* Monday, May 17th, died, in about the 17th year 
of his age, Jofeph Hodges, the Otaheitan, who has 
been in England nearly two years: This youth waited on 
one of the Miffionaries at Otaheite ; and when they left 
that ifland, he accompanied them to Pert Jackfon, and was 
baptized by the name of Jofeph Hodges. Few boys equal- 
led him in natural abilities; a proof of which will appear 
from his having learned the Englifh, the Moorifh, and 
Dutch languages with fuch facility, as to be able to con- 
verfe in them in lef’ than twelve months. 

On his arrival in England with Mr. Hodges, who had 
paid great attention to his learning while with him, the 
Miflionary Society placed him under the care of the Rev. 
W. F. Platt, from whom we have received the following 
account: 


My Dear Brother, May 18th, 1802. 
At your requeft, I fend the particulars refpe€ting my 
dear Jofeph—Nothing remarkable appeared, until within a 
fhort time previous to his taking to his bed, from which any 
thing could be gathered, foas to make me conclude that his 
mind was impreffed with afenfe of divine things. His attach- 
ment to the Houle of God—making a confcience of private 


prayer—and his anxiety to learn the Aflembly’s Catechifm, 
Vou. II, 
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Being exhorted to pray to him, he replied with great ear- 
neltnels, “‘ I do pray tohim to forgivé me my fins—O Jefus, 
Jefus, take me to Heaven! O how [| love Jefus—I long to 
be in Heaven with Jefus Chrift—O give me more ftrength 
to go to Heaven—I want to pray to Jefus again, but I want 
more ftrength—lI will praife God forever and ever, for his 
loving kindnefs to me. Greatly to be praifed art thou, O 
God—O Jefus Chrift, forgive, forgive my fins—Heaven is 
the beft place—O how i iong to be ‘there, with Jefus Chrift 
—no place like heaven. 

He was very aril of prayer—“O, I with father 
would come; I wifh fchool was done, then father would 
pray with me,” was his cry for fome time. As foon as 
poffible, I went up ftairs; and having afked him what I 
fhould pray to God to do for him? he replied, * that he 
would forgive him, and take him to Heaven.” His foul 
was much affected during the whole time of prayer—he 
feemed much refrefhed. After prayer, I afked him whe- 
ther he would not rather live, and go to his own country ? 
(as his countrymen were much upon his mind) or die and 
goto Heaven? He faid, with his hands and eyes lifted up 
to God, “ If Ged kill me; let him kill me; if he let me 
live, let him let me live ; i no care, God do as he pleafes: 
Iam willing which he pleafes. If I live, [ fhould. like go 
to my country, and teach them Jefus Chriit came into the 
world to fave finners ;” on which the tears trickled down 
his cheeks in abundance. His language, and particularly 
his manner, made fuch an impreffion, that it will never be 
forgotten by thofe prefent. 

In the courfe of the evening he faid to the fervant (who 
hath lately been made acquainted with divine things) 
* What are all the fine things of this life to Jefus! O what 
a good thing to know Jefus Chrift! I will not part with him, 
not for all the fine clothes in the world (drefs was his great 
foible before.) O Jefus, let thy Holy Spirit come down, 
and reft upon me ! O what a good thing I did not die when 
I was at Otaheite, for then I did not know Jefus Chrift.” 
Some of his young friends coming into the room to wifh 
him a good night, he aiked them if they knew Jefas Chrift ? 
for, faid he, “if you do not know him, you will not have 
bappinefs. O pray to Jefus Chrilt for me, and I will pray 
for you. O pray Jefus, fprinkle thy pardon-blood on them 
and me.” One of them faid, Father has been praying for 
you again down flairs. He replied, “ It is a good thing [ 
have fuch a good enw i ” He again edrneftly intreated 
them to love Jefus, and to pray to him. 
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‘You may yet get better, and go to your own country,’ He 
replied, “T no care for ‘myfelt; ; if I die I go to Heaven ; 
but my poor father! (meaning his natural father) I go to 
Heaven, father goto Hell! O how shocking !” and the tears 
ran down his face—but I go tell father about Jefus Chrift ; 
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I go Heaven, father go Heaven. O how happy! his 
friend faid ; ‘ But there are Miffionaries there, and God 
may make shed ufeful to your father :’ he faid, “I afraid 
not; my countrymen will not believetheus then the worfe. 
[ tell father I know Jefus Chrift, he the only true God, Ota- 
heitan Etoa no God—lI tell him great many things, make 
him know—O my poor dear father.” He was afked if a 
perfon, who had been to fee him feveral times, had ever 
prayed with him: he faid, “ O no—they fay I go to heaven 
(meaning themfelv es) —I fear not—all day no prayer—no 
ialk about Jefus Chrifi—no praife him—but I do not know ; 
they may pray at night—TI fear they not go to Heaven. If 
I fhould ever gp to God’s houfe again, the people will think 
I mad, I fhall cry fo, I know—O I love his houfe, praife 
God—thall love it more now—I want to fee father to pray 
for me ; nobody pray for me but father ¢.” ‘ Yes,’ faid his 
friend, ‘1 pray for you.’ ‘ O thank you, thank you.” In 
the evening his pain increafed, and he grew worfe, and con- 
tinued very ill, excepting at fhort intervals, when he always 

was engaged in prayer, and prayed much for his country, 

and particularly for his own father. On Sunday laft his 
cough left him in the evening, his breathing became diff- 
cult, and he never fpoke more, but continued till half-paft 
twelve o’clock on Monday morning, when his foul, without 

a ftruggle, took its flight to that place where he longed to be, 
and about which he often {poke fo fweetly. 

Thus departed this dear youth, whofe talents were as 
confpicuous as his temper was amiable and engaging. In 
writing, he made confiderable progrefs; in arithmetic, he 
got as far as the Rule of Three :—he alfo went through 
Afh’s Grammar. The progrefs he made in religious know- 
ledge, and in chriflian experience, has been already notic- 
ed, and affords great encouragement to Parents, Tutors, 
and even Miflionaries, to perfevere in the ufe of the means 
of inflruction. ‘In the morning fow thv feed, and in the 
‘evening withhold not thy hand, for thou know eft not which 
“ fhall profper ; whether this or that.” : 

Jofeph was buried in Bunhill Fields. Mr. M. Wilks 

!oke over the grave ; and feveral cther friends and minif; 
ters attended his funeral. 





+ Meaning Mr. Platt 











‘pryjy 603 poyoene, yonw A19A se ay duo pur ‘sty Jo piiaiif 
pury YW *19779q -APIPe psuloay ay Aepjany ug ‘awoy oO} 
Buyarytp AtdA 249M SUBOUT sty : UUIAY B JO S>z19A DMO} Dur 
~ywador ydaoxa,y‘epiy inq ayody ay wy SdAepuoyg uo Aep yr 
7913 oF sem ured stpy  ,.*STY} AWdy OU—UAARaT] 0} Sur03 uv 
J ¢ WI 107 jo presage NOA poou wYA { aeT jo presye NOX 5, ‘prey 
ay Saouryip v yw Joyiwa Sutpuryf pue ‘aqed Auda YOO, UOT 
-1ad v Suraay puv ‘34 uoN;AdOD Suosy A1dA & Jo NO Burwoy 
UG) ;,°2W s0F AUOP YIeY snyof yy Urayd qy97 f YLaYs) sNT 


-af jnoge woul Te jJa3 pure ‘Ayjunps Aut O08 YeUy y Soap] fr. 


pue fuasavapy 02 OF LUFT ‘IP F FT v5 “OTTUy I9OMF L UBIM po 
-1jda1 ay GYySiu wy? oIp prnouy ay yr ‘uITY Jo DatOII9q prnom 
7eYyM paye Sursgq = ,,*uloo1 dy} Ul [fe UO pue ‘aut UO ‘uTDYR 
uo ,, Say piry ,,pooq-uopied Ay opyutidg ,, £ urays spzazq 03 
wy 03 Avid 07 ‘snyaf 2Ao] 0} SMOTIAJ-[OOYI] sty TIM Youiva 
AWA SVM ay SaW-poqry  ,‘snjaf vst s19y) a2opaf prdnjs 
JY? DUTAUOD O1 SAAT] OF YA Ppnous ying fopy,, ‘sy prey 
_ {89h *S9X ,,—*MOU UDABITT 0} 03 07 JUUAM OU pip oy Pio} Sut 
-9q pue {paarou sem YIM ‘SozIyT OF sNOTxue JI se SAyeoun 
AIDA pause ay SouoS sva oy asypy *Aasuv A194 sayI0 ay} 
oprur YoryM { UaAvdFyT OF OF pynoys oy pue ‘uy parry pry 
oy— yyy snjof 103 pey xy—Mou oyays sv sSuruy yong ques 
jou pIp ay Spor ou sem voyg ‘prey puv ‘pray sry yooury 
ay YoU yw f4ayj9q Oq PfNOmA sy ‘oF Op pyNOM oy Fr privy 
pue ‘voy oq? 02 19Y0 0} ‘spalg TeAdAdJ JO SUTY} BY puw ‘sia 
“Yay pas owoy wiry yySno1g SuvMAUNOD sIy O9IQ  ,, “USA 
-va]qT 03 O8 |e J—prteaje jou we J ,, *pordas sy yorym o}7 
£o1Ip pjnom oy presze sum oy prey pue 4p oF Wry Zuradq ye 
U199U09 Waid poyoadsd uvwsyVg 94 Fy, ‘—sSenSuryz a19yy yo 
gy v spuvysepun sy ‘az194RIG Ie Us0q Suraey pue + ydoy 
-of 03 Apavnonaed ‘qe uray 0) paeSo1 19pus} Your ve uUMdUF 
Sty OYA S194{O YI¥d JO SYIIM Xf UIYITA PSIP OYAL PIATT OAry 
ay} WOM UTM uUojiod aya ‘smompuy ‘ay & YIM SutTY day 
0} payed ‘parts yeyy diy yep aya ur somes oym wefioyr7g 
ue ‘uooUudd]je ay} UL “MOU WIY MOUY J—UIIY MOoUY jou 
op nod ynq foapuy wv yay snjaf cacy nod yuryyy],, “prez 
oy Ajruivy ayy jo aun OF “yy snyof quem y—ow 9413 
uvd nod uey JUIWYJosjat Jsyoq eA YT ,, “Surdey Spoznyor 
DY YY £ WWOUWYjIIJoL IUWIO] dy") 0} Posyap sem oy “jUIET 
Alda wiry Sursag ,.j yoy sry ur snzof azread 07 se yoomy 
oO} SurpyoN—oo0} pox) ajivad pur oS pynom y uo ‘Pom 
SEM ] UIA ],, ‘prey oy ‘Avpzaupa ay uo dq pynom 41 pyor 
Sutaq pue ‘oq pjnom Sunosdyq Aseuvigrpy ay) way Suramb 
“Uy .NOA sja}q Por ,, ‘prey AjarwuorgQeye your ay ‘yoryat 
4aqjye £ sadvid sof 3nNo pars sy Surujour ayy ut pur ‘ ured 
yap AuoSe yous ur sem { yySiu syapyoa A190 & pey oqf 


) 


( 83 








ae 








Pe 


0s mee 





ee ee 





= ee eam mt 














( Sl ) 


fummer vacation of 1790, he vifited his friends at Falmouth, 
and preached twice for the Rev. W. Moore, of that place, 
to whofe church he was united about a month preceding his 
decéafe. On this occafion he exprefled himfelf in a moft 
affeCting manner, refpecting the feeling fenfe he had of his 
own great unworthinefs, and his humiliating fentiments of 
himfelf, as a ruined, depraved, guilty finner: yet of the de- 
pendance he had on the mercy of God through Chrift. He 
faid he had reafon to believe that God had begun a good 
work upon his foul, and he had a good hope through grace 
of final falvation ; he difclaimed every idea of merit in him- 
felf, and made his boaft alone of Jefus Chrift and his righte- 
oufnefs. His only defire was to live for the glory of God, 

and to fpend and be {pent in the fervice of Jefus Chrift. He 
had known many temptations, and he faw many yet before 
him ; but he hoped that “ he who had begun the good work 
would perfect it until the day of Jefus Chrift. 

All his deportment during the too fhort time he fpent at 
Falmouth, demonftrated that there is a real fweetnefs and 
excellency in‘the religion of Jefus Chrift. ‘I was honoured, 
fays Mr. M. “with much, yet far too little, of his company, 
and in all his converfation I found a happy, invariable con- 
fiftency : he was the fame perfon on all occafions, and com- 
pleted the uniform character of a Chriftian. His heart was 
fufceptible of the tendereft feelings ; he was of a focial and 
communicative turn of mind, and would exprefs his fenti- 
ments freely, yet without partiality, or bigotry to any party. 
He was indeed, the agreeable companion, and the chriftian 
friend.” 

His behaviour while in his father’s houfe will never be 
forgotten. His {weetnefs of temper, his engaging manners, 
his pious difcourfes to his parents and filters; his whole- 
fome counfel, and warm exhortations; but, above all, his 
prayers in and for the family, were in fuch language, and 
with fuch fervour of foul, that they appeared to have been 
the immediate work of the Spirit of God, and eee to 
have melted a heart of flone. 

What happened in his laft ficknefs is particularly worthy 
of remark. On Tuefday the 17th of Augutft, he was feized 
with a complaint in his head and ftomach, which proved to 
be a fever of the putrid kind. He had an impreffion on his 
mind that his time would be very fhort, ‘‘ but God does all 
things well:” complained that his mind was rather dark, 
but faid, ‘if I perifh, it fhall be at the feet of Jefus.” Me- 
dical advice was procured, but towards night he grew worle. 
Next morning -his diforder was ftill increafed ; but he 
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but my wedding garment is the righteoufnefs of -Chrift. i 


truft I am not deceived, I am loved with an everlafting 
love. . 
“ He hath lov’d, he hath lov’d mre 
I cannot tell why.’ 


I fhall be faved in the Lord, with an everlafting falvation. 
[ fhall not be afliamed nor confounded world without end.” 

Very early on Monday morning, he faid, a meflenger was 
come for him. “ The meffenger,” faid he, ‘ is in my flefh. 
Gwennap is called, and I am among the number of thofe 
who are appointed to go to-morrow. To-morrow, the great, 
the awful change will take place, but great ftrength will be 
given. I fhal! foon know whether it wer be Chrift to live, 
or gaintodic. Great Captain, Saviour, prepare me for the 
field, then all will be well.” He repeated feveral verfes of 
that hymn, ** Come thou font of every blefling,” and fre- 
quently this verfe, 


*“¢ Oh to grace how great a debtor,” — &c 


He {poke to many prefent, of the neceffity of an intereft in 
Chrilt, faying, “ Nothing but an experimental knowledge 
of Chrift ; in the heart, the hope of glory, will give courage 
in adying hour. He i is my hope, my foundation, my all.” 
He faid to Mifs R—, “ Give my love to your filter, T fhall 
fee her no mofe in this life, but we fhall meet around the 
throne, and praife the Lamb for ever. I fee this affliction is 
in love, how precious is Jefus, in fuch a feafon as this ! He 
can and willdeliver. Let my funeral fermon be from thele 
words, ‘ It is good for me that I have been afficted.” 

His fever now ran very high, and he was at times deli- 
rieus, the three laft days of his illnefs; yet all the while, 
not a fretful word, not an improper or unbecoming ex- 
prefiion was heard to drop from his lips ; but he was conti- 


nually either breathing his foul to God in prayer, giving | 


thanks for his mercies, or exhorting thofe who were about 
him. He was thankful to every body, who rendered him 
the mott trivial fervices, partic ularly for medical aifittance ; 
but repeatedly faid, ‘ We muit not truft to means, ’tis God 
** only can give the blefling.”” Whenever the ufual queftions 
were afked him refpecting his health, his conftant anfwer 
was, “ Through mercy, much better than I deferve.” In 
a paroxyfm of the delirium, he afked Dr. W— if he knew 
what chriftianity meant, and, without waiting for an an- 
{wer, immediately replied, “ Dll tell you what it is to bea 
chriftian. To have a fteady dependance on the great firit 
Vou. IL. 
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mortal body, (as it had evidently done through all his fick- 
nefs) he liited his longing eyes to heave os where all his 
hopes were maniteltly laid ; and with peculiar intenfenefs, 
continued looking ftedfaftly upward, as though impatient 
for the coming of his Redeemer’s chariot, until the animal 
frame was quite exhaulted, and the immortal {pirit took 
flight to the arms of Jefus, where he had long withed to be ; 
and thus he breathed his laft, on the 24th of Auguft, 1790, 
wanting one month of nineteen years of age. 

For fome years preceding his deceafe, this excellent 
youth kept a diary in fhort hand, which ftrongly evidences 
the piety of his life, particularly during the latft eighteen 
months, when, like Enoch, he * walked with God,” ina 
courfe of daily communion. At the fame time he attained 
a contiderable degree of uicful knowledge, and was well ac- 
quainted with the French and learned languages. His fhort 
hand papers have been fince tranfcribed into three volumes 
folio, and do credit to his induitry, as well as tafte, in fe- 
leéting whatever ftruck him as peculiarly valuable in his 
courle of reading. 

Mr. G. was buried in a vault at Budock church-yard, 
and his name preferved in a plain infcription on his tomb- 
flone. Onthe following Supday his funeral fermon was 
preached by Mr. Moore, from which many of the above 
particulars are taken. 


MRS. MARY VOWELL, 
HE affe€lionate wife of Mr. John Vowell, of Caftle- 


{treet, in the Borough of Southwark, (the worthy pa- 
rents of the late Rev. Mr. Geo. Vowell, of whom a memoir 
was given in the Magazine, in February, and March, 1795), 
on Friday evening, the firlt day of Nov depres 1799, inthe 
.50th year of her age, was removed from the prefent world 
of fin and forrow to the holy and happy joie of immorta- 
lity. 

She was the daughter of Mr. George Peckford, of Ber- 
wick, in the county of Somerfet. That all-wife and gra- 
cious Being, who can make the greateit apparent evil pro- 
ductive of the richeft good, was pleafed fo to fanttify the lofs 
of both her parents, when fhe was only ten-years of age, as 
to make it the occafion of her becoming truly ferious and 
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}mprove your time—it will not be long before, I truft, we 
fhall meet again.” 

A friend calling to fee her, fhe took the opportunity of re- 
marking to him, that her whole life had been a fcene of tri- 
als—wave upon wave, and billow upon billow. He obfer- 
ved that the highett mountain has a valley at its back; and 
that while we are in this world, we mutt -expeét our trou- 
bles. She replied, ‘* fhe had experienced many, but hoped 
now to be religned; and tru(ted the had a good hope in Je- 
fus ; and exprefled her confidence of being faved by him, 
and by him alone.” 

At another time fhe obferved—* what a mercy it is to en- 
joy a religious education—what a mercy that I had fuch 
good examples fet before me in my youth! But it is a painful 
thought, that all my fins have been committed againit light 
and knowledge.” 

In the younger part of life, fhe could repeat from memo- 
ry the whole of the 119th Pfalm ; many pafflages of which 
proved very comfortable to her dying pillow ; as fhe often 
mentioned confiderable portions of it with great pleafure and 
delight. 

To fome friends who vifited her, fhe {poke very comfort- 

ably of the things of God, and with a compofure of {pirit be- 
coming her fituation; exprefling great thankfulnefs for all 
the afflictions fhe had endured from her youth up; and 
among other things, took occafion te inform them, that, 
having been bereaved of her parents in early life, fhe ufed 
frequently to retire into private places in the fields, for the 
purpofe of prayer, and other devotional'exercifes. That, 
during the laft two or three years, fhe had been in great 
bondage, through fear of death, but, that neverthelefs, fhe 
trufted the had a good hope through grace ;—that the fing 
of death was taken away ; and that fhe caft herfelf on Chrift 
alone for falvation; adding, that if fhe perifh, fhe would 
perifh at his feet. 

A morning or two before her death, as foon as day-light 
appeared, fhe defired the curtains to be undrawn, that fhe 
might enjoy the light once more ; which being done, fhe ex- 
claimed, with fome emotion, “O, I truft, I fhall foon fee 
‘the light of the Sun of Righteoufnefs: Subjoining, that fhe 
hoped the bitternefs of death was paft. “I depend, ” faid 
fhe, ‘“‘for my falvation upon Jefus Chrift alone.” In the 
fame comfortable frame fhe appeared through the remainder 
of that day, frequently {peaking of the paffage through whfich 
jhe was to pafs, In the following night, the obierved; “ It 
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“ you will grow in grace, that is the beft bleffiing I can wifh 
“vou. I hope that both you and your children will be com- 
“fortable through the whole of lite; but if it be otherwife 
‘‘ appointed, be thankful and refigned to the divine will.” 

At one time, being in great pain, the 1 faid, ‘“‘1 do not care 
“if T have ay fufferings i in this world only .”’ At another 
time, ‘‘Come, my dear Lord !—but, O! how do we cleave 
“6 to hin earth!—and earth exchanged for heaven!—O! [ 
“ dread to crofs the valley, the enemy harraffles me fo ;—the 
“ Jaft enemy that fhall be deflroyed is death. Ihope I have 
‘an interelt in the Lord jefus. But, if I am miftaken, my 
‘““ftate will be woeful indeed; for it is not every one that 
“ faith, Lord, Lord, fhall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; 
“__ even the Pharifees could exprefs themfelves in that lan- 
“ouage.”? And then addrefling her fon, “I dreamed the 
“other night, that I faw your brother George, and that he 
“reached out his hand and faid, come, come. Ah, Jofeph! 
“you will not have a mother long. Mind the bef hides, 
“before you are brought on a death-bed. I dare fay, my 
“ George will come and meet me ;—he told me I fhould 
“ not be long after him.” 

Her hufband {peaking to her of the glories fhe was about 
to enjoy, and what Chrift has done for finners ; ‘ Yes, yes,” 
fays ihe, ‘Sand he has done much for me ;” and pathetical- 
ly exclaimed, ‘‘O, my dear, if through great tribulation I 
‘“‘ pet to heaven, how happy fhall I be to welcome you into 
“the holy city. We fhall not live an idle life in heaven— 
“there are angels, thofe miniftering fpirits, to minifter to 
“them who are the heirs of falvation.” ‘O,” faid the, 
“the prefence - Chrift makes a dying bed eafy.” 

Her laft words were, ‘‘ l have a good hope—I will lay 
“ myfelf at the feet of Jelus—it I perith, [ will esi at his 
“footftool. He won’t be angry with me,—my breath is 
‘“‘almoft gone—I am fo faint—Immortal Dlifs! "hasan al 
‘“‘blifs! what a fine idea is that!—I hope I have my fuffer- 
“ings here only.” Shortly after her fpeech began to fail, 
and at eight o’clock in the evening, fhe fw eetly fell afleep in 
jefus. . : 
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Rev. T. Grove, being of that number, converted one of his 
barns into a chapel in this place, Mr. B. greatly affifted 
him; and, on Mr. G’s removal, for the laft eighteen years 
of his life, he moft freely and affectionately continued his dif. 
interefted labours on all occafions, to ferve the fame church 
under the care of Mr. Englifh, their prefent paftor. M. B. 
had not human advantages to fithim forthe miniftry, yet, 
was he admirably qualifed for what the Lord intended to 
do by him. One obferves, who well knew him, and was 
attentive to the work of the Lord done by him at Wooburn 
and in the furrounding neighbourhood: ‘“ He entered om 
his miniftry ata very dark ¢ime, and in a very dark place.” 


He addreffed thofe who could underftand him better than if 


he had been a learned man ; however, in the moft important 
fenfe he had “ the tongue of the learned, and could fpeaka 
“‘ word in feafon.” His humility would not let him rufh in- 
to places where men of confrderable minifterial talents la- 
boured ; nor would he go, but when neceflity called him. . 
He was alfo a most eminent Christian, and richly anointed 
with the Holy Gholt. There was a favour attending his con- 
verfations, his prayers, and his fermons, which gave him a 
diftinguifhed fuperiority to many minilters of greater gifts. 


The broad feal of heaven was affixed to his preaching ; he. 


was more ufeful than many—than moft in the furrounding 
country. The hand of the Lord was with him, and many 
believed and turned to the Lord. At that time, men from 
whom nothing was expected, were the inftruments which 
God patronized. Mr. B. was blefled with a happy and 
well-grounded affurance of his intereft in Chrift ; which 
made him, generally fpeaking, comfortable and even happy. 
Yet was he no {tranger to the fuggeftions of the great adver- 
fary of fouls, even in hislaft hours. Repeatedly has he been 
overheard to fay—‘* Begone—begone—you have nothing to 
do with me! You snow you have nothing todo with me. I 
hate fin—I believe in the Lord Jefus Chrift ; get you gone 
—yours are lies.” Thus was he enabled to refift Satan; 
and he fled ftom him.—Holinefs was his element—in it he 
lived, breathed; and had his whole delight. Thus was his 
happy {pirit prepared for glory ; a fubject which very fuita- 
bly clofed his minifterial labours. 

This excellent man was indeed a cheertal chriftian, and 
all his conduét evinced his firm conviétion that 


‘¢ Religion never was defign’d 
‘ To make our pleafures lefs : 
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His minifiry was fimple and unaffected. He aimed to do 
good, and forget himfelf. He only wifhed to recommend 
his Matter. His preaching was powerful, penetrating, and 
energetic. It was indeed evident that he was not poffeffed 
of human learning ; yet he knew his {piritual alphabet, from 
the alpha to the omega, fromthe beginning to the end ; could 
conftrue, with accuracy, this pure language—was well read 
in the prophets and apoftles, and had a quick underftanding 
in the fear of the Lord. Although he had no acquaintance 
with literature, and was a flranger to rhetorical flourifhes, 
or well-turned periods ; he was poffeffed of a talent far fupe- 
rior.* His fharp-pointed arrows, directed by a divine hand, 
entered the confcience and fixed there }; nor were they ex- 
tracted till the balm of Gilead was appliéd—till the virtues 
of the leaves of the tree of life were proved, which are for 
the healing of the nations. He frequently ufed to fay, “ that 
he drew the bow at a venture—that the Lord had the di- 
reétion of the arrow—that he knew not-the cafes of the pec- 
ple—ihat he mutt /ive with them to know them.” He enter- 
ed not into the field with Saul’s polifhed, but unconfecra- 
ted armour ; but, like David, with a sling and a stone from 
his shepherd’s bag,he prevailed over the “Philiftine. Goliath 
fell before him, and our Ifrael fhouted! He ufed to fay, 
** T am no filver trumpet ; I am an unpolifhed ram’s horn.” 
But his sound was certain, powerful, and effective ; before it 
the ftrong walls of Jericho fell. For the weapons of our war- 
fare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strong holds, casting down imaginations, and every 
high thing that exalteth itselfazainst the knowledge of Gad, 
and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ.+ Perfons dettitute of {piritual tafte, and who had 
no relith for the gofpel in its fimplicity, had their objections ; 
and many refufed the bread, becaufe, as he ufed to fay, 
“it was brown bread, not ferved up ina filver difh.” But 
the Lord put honour on his miniftry, and made him inftru- 
mental of great good to his fellow-{inners. 

In him was an affemblage of chriftian excellencies. He 
was alovely example for minifters both in his fpirit and di- 


* The writer of this memgir is no enemy to learning ; he con- 
ceives highly of erudition, and values learned men; but in the 
ministry of the gospel itis not always necessary ; and, in compas 
rison of divine influence and power, it is nothing, yea, less than 
nothing and vanity ; this is daily demonstrated. 
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is now fifty years fince I began to pray.—Hear you the gof- 
pel—pray—read the word—keep the fabbath—but after all, 

remember, you mutt believe on the Lord Jefus Chrift—if 
ever you are faved; and tell your hufband whata dying fa- 
ther fays.—May the Lord blefs you all !” 

To another perfon he faid, ** It is an awful thing to be the 
inftrument of bringing children into the world, and to be 
carelefs about their fouls.—~Your confcience witneffes to the 
truth of what [ fay. O read, pray, and hear the gofpel. Do 
not {pend your time in public houfes and in trifling. The 
Lord blefs you! You have not been careful of thofe about 
you, as you fhould have been.—Go to Jefus to be faved as 
a finner.—Do not be angry with me.—You know I mutt be 
faithful.—The Lord blefs you !—You fee I am not afraid. 
to die.” 

Stretching out his dying hand to receive his grandfon, 
he bid him not grieve, and faid, *“* I have preached Chrift, 
now I am going to enjoy him. I think I fhall be in heaven 
before morning—My next fabbath will be {pent there. [ 
am lingering on the brink. I am now going to be taken 
from you. ‘This has been, for many years, a praying fami- 
ly, I could with it fo to continue whenI am gone. You and 
(an old fervant) keep up family prayer.—It will be your 
honour.—A few words trom the heart—be not difcouraged. 
Mind not the ridicule of the world—attend all duties—bear 
yourteltimony againft fin in the mill—love good men from 
good principles—afe them kindly when they call upon you, 
as [have done. The Lord blefs you, and be with you, 
through life, death, and to eternity ! This is my prayer for 
you, L can fay no more.’’* 

To a little girl, about twelve years old, he faid, “ Come, 
my little dear, I will give you a double portion—Benjamin’ s 
mefs, the Lord blefs you !” 

To a grand- daughter, about eleven years old, “‘ Remem- 
ber your dying grandf rer. Be fure you be a good child, 
and pray—and remember you mutt be faved by Jefus Chrift, 
if ever you be faved.” 

When his fervants, who worked in his mill, entered his 
room, to the firft he faid, ‘* You are morally fober, honett, 
and induftrious; but that i is not religion. I have prayed for 
you, but you mutt pray for yourfelf—you mutt go to Jefus 
Chrift ; you mult be pardoned through his blood ; juftified 
through his righteoufnefs ; and fanctifed and made meet for 





* This person occupies the same mill—is a member of the 
Church at Wooburn, and appears to be fas: following the foot- 
steps of his grand-father. 
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heaven. i truft I have prayed and ferved God for fifty 
years, and now I am glad to be faved as a poor finner. The 
Lord biefs you !” 

To another fervant, whom he addreffed ‘in a fingular way, 
he faid, ‘¢ Live in peace with your family—with your wife 
and children—nor fall owt, nor be contentious. The Lord 
blefs you !” 

To two grandfons he fpake, ‘‘ Come, my boys, let me 
blefs you. Be fure you be good boys. Let not the wicked 
werke enfnare you. When your w ticked companions invite 
you, don’t confent to them. Read your Bibles—pray to 
God—believe on the Lord Jefus Chri. You cannot be 
faved without Jefus Chrifl. The Lord blefs you !”* 

To another of his fervants—** What do you think about 
dying? Did you ever think where vou were going to? You 
know there are but two places, heaven and hell. —When I 
am gone, be faithful, don’t deceive—be honett and upright. 
The Lord blefs you !” 

To another fervant— Look on your dying matfter ; if 
you was where I am, and to die to night, you would furely 
go to hell; and if / die to night, J thall furely go to heaven. 
Your cabfcience tells you, you do not read the word of God 
—you break the fabbath—you do not pray in your family.’ 


—** Yes, matter,” faid the man, *‘I do.” * ‘Ah! when 2”? 
“ Every night,” faid he. ‘ And what do you fay ’”— 
“©,” faid he, “1 do as well as I can” “ You live in 


fin.” ‘¢ Yes, matter, I do.” “Then,” faid the good old 
man, “ thy prayers are an abomination to the Lord. You 
do not believe in the Lord Jefus Chrifi—myou muft be 
changed. The Lord blefs you!” 

He then fpake to four little boys, whom he addreffed in 
a very afieCtionaie manner, according to their ages, and 
bleffed them. 

He addrefled the next, who was an old fervant, in a diffe- 
rent manner from all the reft, “‘ You fear God—yuu read 
and pray—you believe in Chrift—y ou love, ferve, and ho- 
nour him—y ou will foon be with him in glory. I charge 
you to pray in this family when I am gone. The Lord 
blefs you !” 

To his maid fervant— What have you thought fince I 
have been ill? Did you ever pray in lincerity—have you 
any knowledge of Je fus Chrift—of falvation by him? Did 
you ever fee the danger there is in fin? Pray without 
ceafing. The Lord bleis you, and be with you through life, 


and death, and bring you to everlafting glory !” 


* Since the abave time, one of these has also joined the Church 
ai Woodburn, 
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‘“T did not preach laft Lord’s day, but the Lord has 
made it up to-day. Samfon flew more at his death than 
through his whole life. The Lord grant it may be fo to» 
day ! Sometimes the Lord bleffi's the words of dyi ing neeogel 
—Whien he faw thofe about him in tears, he added, “ This 
is the feed-time ; ; thofe wo fow in tears, fhall reap in joy ; 
and, I truft, it is a healing time alfo, yea, itis a glorious 
time.—i Thefe are my latt legacies. _ 

On Mr. E. coming from town to fee him, on Thurfday 
evening, he exprefled hile concern at his being returned from 
the miflionary opportunities, difcovered a fympathy at his fa- 
tigue in journey ing, and told him he had been preaching > to 
his work people. “ About Thurfday.” he added, * you will 
bury me ; you will then preach at Ww ycome and at W ooburn 
on the fabbath ; O my Wooburn friends !”—an exclamation 
of heart-felt efteem for them ; for whom he had laboured 
much and often—He went on— Let fix minillers hold up 
my pall—fay nothing about me.” Mr. E. faid, ‘ not par- 
ticularly about Fons but what the grace of God hath done 

or you, ii you, and dy you.” He faw the diftinction, and 
expreffed his facistz Sion. Speaking of Mrs. Blackwell, he 
faid, “I fhall foon fee her. What a meeting will it be! 
WwW hat do you think fhe will fay to me ‘—but we do not un- 
derftand the language of heaven now.”—It was replied the 
would welcome him there. Mr. E. faid, ** Let me have 
an intereft in your kind wifhes.” He faid, “* You fhall have 
my dying prayer. And, after a folemn paufe, he faid, 
“ The Sood blefs you in your miniftry, in your foul, in 
your body, in your f: amily, in all you have, and in -all you 
are—T he Leek bliefs you.” In a fhort prayer he was then 
committed to that God who redeemed him from all evil, to 
whom be glory for ever and ever, amen, and amen. The 
next morning Mr. E. faw him again ; he requefted | him to 
pray that he might be mares fed, and exprefied his afiurance 
that he was on the rock k, and wifhed to be gone. ‘Takinga 
little nourifhment, he faid, “* This is better than Chrift 
had ; they gave him Net and gall—this is better than I 
deferve.” After taking a little wine——“ May I want no 
more, till i drink it anew in my Father’s kings 17 On 
mentioning his kind friends, Mr. Wildman’s family, he 
paufed and prayed, that God would give them prudence, pa- 
tence, and glory. Onthe Friday he rather revived, but 
the reftlefinefs of death was on himall through the day ; and 
about twelve at night he was heard to fay » a little before his 
departure,—Cut it—cut it fhort——cut it in the middle.”— 
The thread of life was foon cut, and he winged his way to 
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manfions of eternal light and glory ; where the sun goes ne 


more down, nor the moon withdraws herself—where the Lord - 


is his everlasting light, and the days of his mourning are 
ended. 

Thefe words were the text which was improved by Mr. 
E. in a funeral fermon at Wycome immediately after the 
interment; and at Wooburn the fabbath foilowing, May 22, 
1796, in which ate fome other interefting circumftances 
which could not be comprized in the prefent memoir. 


—— CD aa 


MEMOIR OF CAPTAIN GOTHER. 
A DOLPHUS GOTHER, the fubject of this article, 


was loft, with his whole fhip’s company, on the coatt of 
Effex, in the early part of December, 1798. He was a 
native of Stockholm, in Sweden; his parents were in good 
circumflances, but had a large family, and he was very early 
devoted to a fealife. His mother feared God, and took 
much pains in teaching him the principles of the chriftian 
religion, and the neceflity of trufting in God, and praying to 
him as the finner’s only friend and benefactor. His being 
thus early inftruéted in the things of God, proved, in after 
time, of fingular ufe to him; and he has often been heard to 
acknowledge the goodnefs of God, and the obligation he was 
under to his parents, on this account. ‘This fhould fti- 
mulate parents to fow the feed of religious knowledge early, 
let the foil be ever fo unpromifing, or the profpedt ot fuccefs 
ever fo {mall. 

He commenced a maritime life, on board a Swedifh mer- 
chant fhip, and, after fome few changes, was engaged as a 
common failor on board an Englih man of war; but 
whether as a volunteer, or through being impreffed, is not 
certain. ‘This proved a trying fituation to him, the ferious 
impreffions received from early acquaintance with religion, 
never being totally eradicated from his mind, even in thofe 
periods when he was moft thoughtlefs and foolith in his own 

conduét, and in thofe {tations where there was the leaft op- 
portunity of attending to religion. 

Being of an a¢tive and afpiring difpofition, he fpent his 
leifure time on board this fhip, in learning the Englifh lan- 
gag ge; the French and Italian were already familiar to him. 

he only books which he had to affift him were, a volume 
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of Mrs. Rowe’s Works,,and an Englifh Bible. Whilft 


thus employed, he was much charmed with the near refem- 
blance between the Engiifh and Swedifh Bibles, and his 
mind alfo began to be influenced by ferious thoughts of 
God, his foul, and eternitv. He of courfe began to be 
anxious to quit a fituation which was in every refp am- 
fuitable to his views and feelings. “Providencef. ured 
his defire, and he was once more at liberty, and now attend- 
ed the means of grace at the Swedifh Chapel and othet 
places. Under the miniftry of the Rev. Mr. Bryfon he 
was led ferioufly to devote himfelf to God, by becominga 
member of the Church, in communion with which he con- 
tinued until the Lord took him to himfelf. He proved an 
honour to that fociety, by exhibiting in his chara@ter found. 
nefs of judgment, a powerful experience of the truth upom 
his heart, and a walk and converfation both humble and holy. 
He now married a ferious young perfon of the fame church, 
and went into bufinefs, thinking to give over a fea-life ; but 
through perfons getting into his debt, and the bufinefs y ielde 
ing a very fmall profit, he loft ail the property he had realis 
zed. He now went to fea again, in the employ of the Sierre 
Leona Company, which he left after the firft voyage. He 
was then fome time out of fervice, and, with his amiable 
partner (who was at this time very ill) was reduced to great 
difficulties ; but they exhibited a fubmiffion to the will of 
their heavenly Father, which was an honour to their chrifs 
tian profeffion. 

After this, the Lord gracioufly appeared for him, by ins 
ducing Mr. M , an uncle of Mrs. G’s, to put him into a 
thip of his, as Captain, and he ultimately became a parte 
owner ofthis hhip. Being a foreigner he failed underaneus 
tral flag: and though many trials attended this fituation, 
Providence fmiled upon his endeavours, and he was rifing 
in profperity when he made his laft voyage. He went down 
to the Nore in the latter end of November; Mrs. G. was 
with him, and had fome thoughts of going the voyage, 
which fhe had done more than once, They {pent the two 
laft Lord’s days together at Mr. Fowler’s Meeting, Sheer- 
nefs; and they had not long before received the Lord’s 
Supper together, for the laft time, at Mr Bogue’s. When 
they were about to part, to fee each other no more upoa 
earth, he faid to Mrs. G. whilft walking together on the 
quarter-deck, “My dear Betfey, [ fear we love each other 
“too much, which may give our heavenly Father dif- 
“ pleafure, and caufe him to feparate us, for he will have no 
‘idols ; but, can they love too much who love in the Lord?” 
They then fung 
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“ Bleft be the dear uniting love : 
That will not let us part ; 

Our bodies may far off remove, 
We ftill are join’din heart.” 


So’reciprocal were their feelings at this interefting moment, 
that they mutually obferved they never before felt fuch pe- 
culiar tranguility at parting, or were fo fully difpofed to 
give up each other to the will of the Lord. 

On Mr. G’s arrival at Hamburgh, he fpent fome time in 
procuring a new fhip’s company, and taking in a cargo for 
St. Lucar. During this time the weather was extremely 
boifterous, and Mrs. G. was much diltreffed at not receiv- 
ing letters; but in a day or two after fhe received a letter, 
dated Bremen, December, 1798, faying, that he expected 
to fail the next day. From this letter we give the following 
extract: ‘‘ Happy am I to hear of the progrefs of the Mil- 
fronary caufe, and that our dear minifters perfevere in the 
good work : give chriftian refpects to them. Oh! may God 
blefs you abundantly when fitting under the vine of divine 
ordinances, and grant that we may foon fit together! It is 
how near nine years fince that {weet day when you gave me 
in full truft fo beloved acharge as your whole and dear felf ; 
you became entirely mine, fo far as God hath ordained and 
doth allow creatures to be wholly each others. Bleffed be 
the remembrance of that day ! Oh, my love! what fhall we 
render to the Lord for all his {weet and numberlefs mercies 
through all thefe years which we have pafled? Still can we 
fing at times, cast down but not destroyed, but every time 
lifted higher and higher. O may the Lord continue to blefs 
us to each other, and both to himfelf! May we ftill daily 
{trive to love and be more lovely to each other, ftudy how 
to become more pleafing and lefs hard to pleafe ; the latter 
does not belong to you. The Lord has given us children, 
and exalted them to his own manfions, fo that we are fure 
they are moft happy. He has left us one as aparticular mo- 
nument of his mercy, now being as promifing as formerly 
he feemed the other way. Our temporal affairs, how are 
they changed for the better! and you, my love, with refpect 
to bodily health and ftrength, as well as myfelf, who am in 
daily and numberlefs dangers from without and within. But 
above all, let us be thankful that he has chofen us for himfelf, 
fo that neither of us is going alone in the heavenly road, like 
a dove mourning its mate ; but we are enabled to take each 
other by the hand, and help to chear each other as we run in 
the heavenly way, afcend the mount of difficulty, or go 
through the gloomy valley. Such is our happy lot, anda 
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shoufand things more might be faid. Oh, may the fame 

race fill our hearts, lips and lives, with love and grati- 
tude ! and may it be our continual concern while we live, 
and wherever we be, to praife and blefs his holy name. But 
I muft now conclude : farewel, mv dear love ;, our wedding 
anniverfary is foon coming, if you fhould have no more, 
keep this letter for a wedding day compliment. May the 
Lord abundantly blefs and preferve thee many wedding 
days, as a happy wife and mother, with the happieft of 
hufbands, 

A. GoTHER.” 


TWO days only had elapfed after the receipt of this let- 
ter, which had diffipated her fears and gladdened her coun- 
tenance, when one of the owners wrote to a friend of Mrs. 
G. that his fhip’s papers had been taken up under fuch cir- 
cumftances as gave reafon to fear the veffel was loft, and all 
on board perifhed. She received thefe melancholy tidings, 
through the medium of fome friends, with the fpirit of a 
Chriftian ; but ftill cherifhed a hope that her much loved 
partner had efcaped, either in the boat, or in fome veffel in 
fight, which had not yet reached a port, or at leaft a diftant 
one. Her mind was at laft fettled in a conviction of his lofs 
by the following circumftances :—A friend of her’s was 
{peaking on the next Lord’s day of this melancholy intelli- 
gence in the Veftry of , when a gentleman prefent ob- 
ferved, that a friend of his was in town from the-coaft of Ef- 
fex, and had mentioned that part of the cargo and fome 
other effects of a fhip, fuppofed to have foundered at fea, 
had been taken up, among which, wasa filver-headed cane, 
On reporting this to Mrs. G. fhe faid her bufband had one 
which he much valued, becaufe it was the gift of a particu- 
lar friend ; and that his always took it to fea with him, and 
mentioned the initial letters which were engraved on the 
head. On fending the defcription of it, it was found to be 
the fame, and it appeared that it came on fhore faftened 
with a cord te a large piece of wood. The poor man who 
found it, on receiving a prefent from the widow, willingly 
reftored it to her. Whether it was thus faftened to this 
piece of wood, in hope that it would ultimately reach the 
Britifh fhore, and indicate what had befallen him, or whe. 
ther he had, as a laft effort, committed himfelf and his pa- 
pers to this plank, is all uncertain ; nor can the time, place, 
or manner of the fhip being loft, be precifely ftated, as no 
individual furvived to tell the pitiable tale. One thing i is 
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fure in the eftimation of his partner and friends, that he was 
an eminent Chriftian, and that their lofs is his eternal gain, 


——p (2 ae 


ME MOIR or tne REV. GEO. PATTRICK, LL. B. 


Late Vicar of Aveley ; Foint Lecturer of St. Leonard, Shore- 
ditch, and evening Lecturer of St. Bride’s, Fleet-street, Lon- 
done [Ina Letter to the Editor.] 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, 


READILY communicate fuch particulars concerning 
2 my much-loved friend as have occurred from perfonal ob- 
fervation, and have been obtained from fources of infor- 
mation which are authentic, though on leffer points, fuch as 
dates, &c. they may not be altogether accurate. This will, 
however, be of no material confequence. My intention 
being to prefent a faithful outline, and nota finifhed por- 
trait. 

The Reverend Georze Pattrick was born at Marks Tey, 
afmall vilage near Colchester, Effex, and defcended of a 
very refpetable family. His firft deflination in life was to 
the practice of an Attorney, and having ferved his clerk- 
fhip at Colchester, he entered on the practice, and wasior a 
fhort period at Dedham, famous for the miniltry of Mr, 
Burkit, the vicar thereof, whofe’ Expofition of the New 
Teftament has been extenfively circulated, and defervedly 
efteemed.* 

At this time, or foon after, he took chambers in the me- 
tropolis ; but having diflipated a confiderable part of a mo- 
derate fortune left him by his father, and having little prac- 
tice in the law, he was induced to change his profefhion, and 
entered himfelf as Fellow Commoner, at Sidney College, 
Cambridge : whence he proceeded, after the ufual exerci- 
fes, LL. B. 

Prior to this he had taken holy orders, and became cu- 
rate of Aveley, Effex, the living of which he afterwands ob- 
tained from the late Bifhop Lowth, through the intereft of 
Lord Dacre, of Bell Houte, in the parifh of Aveley, who 
appointed him his Chaplain, and in whofe family and circle 
of acquaintance he almoft wholly lived for many years. 


* Lately printed in a neat folio volume by the Editor end Pub- 
lisher of this selection, 
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His manners and converfation were fuch as rendered him 
peculiarly agreeable to the polite and fafhionable world, 
and when eventually he became loft to their fociety, few 
men have ever been more regretted. Long, however, 
were fuch connexions a fnare to him, and his emancipation 
from the fhackles in which they held him was tiow and gra- 
dual, 

From the letter of a mutual and intimate friend I trane 
{cribe the following extract: ‘ My acquaintance with him 
commenced, if I remember right, in the year 1786, ata 
period when he had fcarcely any other ferious friend at leatt, 
inLondon. He had been then feveral years under feri- 
ous impreflions, but it was ftill fome time longer before 
the religious world had any general knowledge of him. He 
has told me how his views firft began to alter; and 1 think 
it was by the converfation of a female parifhioner, who oc- 
cafionally went to London, and heard the Rev. Meilrs. 
Newton, Foster, Cecil, &c. She earneftly recommended to 
him the hearing of them likewife, and his curiofity was ex- 
cited to fulfil her wifhes ; though I remember hearing him 
fay, that he kept it from her that he did so; and always 
ajfecied to receive her counsel with contempt. 

It pleafed God that he did not hear in vain ; and having 
once heard, he heard frequently; he came often to town, 
and at length took lodgings, I believe chiefly with a view to 
{teal more time from his worldly connexions, and {pend it 
unobferved in attending the preaching of the Gofpel. Of 
what he heard in the courfe of the weck he always téok 
notes, and thefe, a little enlarged, he ufually delivered to 
his own congregation on the Lord’s day following. 

Thus he went on gradually acquiring light and ftrength, 
until he was appointed Chaplain of Jécrden College, on 
Blackheath, about the year 1787, through the intereft of 
the late Lord Dacre, of Lee, his worthy friend and patron, 
to whom he had been Chaplain from the deceafe of his pre- 
eccenoe in the title, Lord Dacre of Aveley, before mention- 
ed. | 

His preaching foon attracted a large congregation to the 
College Chapel ; and his zeal here fiamed out in a manner 
which furprized all who had not previoufly marked his pro- 
grefs. He now opened his houfe two evenings in the week 
for prayer and expofition of the Scriptures, and that thefe ex- 
ercifes firft initiated himfelf into the practice of extoenuall 
ry preaching. 


— 
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In the year 1789, he married Mifs Ferriday, of Madeley, 
Salop, his amiable and now afflicted widow, who is left with 
two children to feel their lofs, in his eternal gain. 

His refidence at Blackheath was not long. The old pen- 
fioners, as well as the officers of the College, were highly 
incenfed at the plain dealing they met with. Accuftomed to 
think themfelves Saints, they abhorred the imputation of 
being treated as Sinners. And it is reported that a curious 
memorial was prefented by thefe felf-righteous Pharifees, 
flating, that they had been endeavouring with all their pains 
to keep the commandments, and Mr. Pattrick infifted that 
they had broken them all: nay, that they had been guilty 
of adultery and murder !—How ignorant is man of the spi- 
rituakty of the law, until God enlightens the underftanding, 
and renews the heart? 

Drunkennefs and immorality might perchance have been 
pafled over in our friend, but this was an unpardonable 
crime. The offence of the Cross was fuch, that the Gover- 
nors difmiffed this faithful MZzcatah. The lofs of this Chap- 
laincy was no ordinary trial. The fituation was pleafant, 
the emolument confiderable, the poft refpectable : yet all 
thefe—houfes and lands, did he facrifice without feeming 
reluctance ; fo chearfully had he learnt (and at a time when 
many, through ignorance of his paft hiftory, were fuppofing 
him to have but juft entered into the fchool of Chrift) to 
suffer persecution, affliction and reproach, for the fake of his 
bleffed Mafter. 

his tranfaction made him generally known, and regard- 
ed as he deferved. After his expulfion from the College, 
he fettled at Carshalton, Serry, as Curate to the Rey. Mr. 
Rose, the prefent worthy Rector of Beckenham: here he re- 
mained for three years, and had much acceptance. 

Tender health, and being fubjeét to the ague, having 
prevented refidence on his living; at the Rev. Mr. Foster’s 
invitation he removed to London, to be his affiftant, and fo 
continued until Mr, F’’s health being eftablifhed, and the 
afternoon joint Lecture of St. Leonard, Shoreditch, offered 
him in 1796, to which the Sunday Evening Lecture of St. 
Bride’s was foon added, this ref{peétable connexion was dif- 
lolved. 

Our brother was now in the apparent zenith of his ufeful- 
Me Two large churches crowded from end to end, be- 

s occafional feryices at St. John’s, Ely Chapel, Blackfri- 





ars, Lothbury, &c. during the otherwife unemployed part 
of the Holy Day, rendered him a truly laborious, as well as 
popular minifter. His willing and able talents were alfo fre- 
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quently engaged in behalf of charitable inftitutions, for 
which he was found a fuccefsful pleader. 

But now, that God, whose thoughts are‘not as our 
thoughts, and whose ways are not as our ways, thought fit to 
remove him from this lower hemifphere to shine in the fir- 
mament of heaven. Before it was known by many that he 
had been ill, tidings came that he was dead: rather that he 
had fallen asleep in Fesus. 

I am therefore now to haften, (intending only a sketch of 
the deceafed) to the laft period of his life, in which we fhall 
fee his lamp burning bright, in the dark valley of the fhadow 
of death. 


‘* The chamber where the good man meets his fate 
Is privileg’d beyond the common walk 

Of virtuous life : quite in the verge of Heav’n.— 
You fee the Man; you fee his hold on heav’n.— 
Heav’n waits not the laft moment; owns her friends 
On this fide death ; and points them out to men.” 


It was the cuflom of our brother to take an annual excur- 
fion, in the courfe of the fummer, into the country, to Ma- 
deley, and fometimes the fea-fide, for the eftablifhment of 
his health, after his many labours. With this view he left 
town in the Shrewfbury mail, on Tuefday the 26th ef Au- 
guft laft. For fome time he was obferved to have been ra- 
ther languid, and in gonverfation with his domeftic fervant 
(before it was known he was in danger) fhe alarmed the a 
ter of this article by her apprehenfions, as though fhe had 
had fome prefentiment of his deceafe. - 

From the time of his arrival at Madeley he appeared 
much indifpofed, and on the following Sabbath (the 31ft) 
was fo ill that his friends wifhed him not to venture into 
the pulpit ; but he loved his Matter’s work, and would not 
yield to their entreaties, faying, “I fhall forget myself, 
whilft I am fo well engaged.” He preached twice: in the 
morning from the Shunamite’s fon, (1 Kings, xvii.) and in 
the afternoon from thofe {weet words, now realized by him 


in all their glory—“* The chiefeft among ten thoufand.” | * 


(Canticles, v. 10.) 

From this time his diforder increafed ; and it may well 
be faid his fpiritual ftrength was abundantly renewed. He 
laid afide every temporal concern, and was wholly and de 
ly occupied in eternal things. Even when the violenge 
of the fever a little difordered his mind, it was plain his 
heart and treafure were in heaven: thither his foul con- 
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sional? afcended, and the words he uttered were full of 
od. 

He was much in prayer for the church of God ; particue 
larly for the flock under his care ; that he might meet them 
all at the right hand of God at the laft great day: for him- 
se/f, that he might be found without {pot : and for his dear 
wife, whofe affeCtionate diftrefs was too vifible not to rend 
his foul with extreme fenfibility, that he might be enabled 
to refign her ; often bleffing God for the help and comfort 
fhe had been to him, and crying out, ““O Lord help me te 
give her up.—Thou haft all power.—Thou wilt help.” 

He often expreffed his fatisfaction at being in Madeley, 
as the very place, of all others, where he fhould wifh to end 
his days : and it was evident from the beginning, he ex. 
pected this illnefs would prove his laft. He fpoke of death 
as near ; and obferved at the fame time, that his whole de- 
penance was upon acrucified Saviour, on whom alone his 

opes were built as the only fure foundation. He felt him- 
felf to be the chief of sinners, and lamented his unprofitable- 
nefs. ‘ But oh!” he exclaimed, that open fountain ! There 
I reftall my confidence.—Was it not for that I fhould have 
no hope.” 

One time when Mrs. Pattrick was fitting by his bed-fide, 
he faid with great folemnity—“ Thefe are fine words, “ I 
“© am the refurreétion and the hfe faith the Lord ; he that 
“* believeth in me, though he were dead, yet fhall he live ; 
7 he that liveth and believeth in me, fhall never die ! 
“ eveft thou this?” And with great emphafis added, 


‘¢ That’s the point.” 


His friends, fearing lie exhaufted himfelf with too much’ 


fpeaking, begged he would compofe himfelf and take fome 
reft ; but he replied, “ No interruption. I muft fpeak—the 
time is expired ; if I ftop, the enemy will gain ground.” 


The accufer of the brethren, who knew his time was fhort, | 


did not fail to fhoot his darts: but he took refuge in Jefus, 
and was more than conqueror. 


On Saturday September, 13, he fuffered much, had little 


ep, and was very reftlefs. But then, as throughout the 
hole of his illnefs, his patience was €xemplary ; not a com~ 
plaining word ever efcaped his lips ; and now his foul feem- 

ed more than ever on the wing. 
a few remaining hours of his life below, were moftly 
up in prayer and praife ; admiring the goodnefs of 


»Gd@ towards him ; and exhorting thofe about him in many 
precious and lively, though broken fentences. One time, 
with much earneftnefs he exclaimed—*‘ Lord, fhall I dwell 
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with thee on Zion’s hill? fhallI, Lord?” Then, praying 
and looking up, he continued, “ Yes, yes, I know fhall ' 
—But, is the work done?” He repeated this feveral times; 
as though he longed for a fuller affurance of faith—‘ Is the 
work done, Lord? Thou mutft do it thyse/f/ I ama poor, 
weak, finful creature ; but if any fin remains in me, take it 
away, take away every {pot.” 

At another time he faid, “ But Lord, haft thou not faid, 
the soul that sinneth it shalldie? Yes thou haft. But, the 
blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin, and thou hast cleansed 
me.”? Then in a holy rapture he repeated, 





“¢ My God, I am thine; 
“ What a comiort divine! ) | -. 
‘* What a bleffing to know that my Jefus is mine.” 


Soon after he faid, “I think I am pretty high upon the 
mount to-day.” 

When he heard the bells ring for church on Sunday (Sept: 
14) he afked what it was? On being inforrhed, he replied 
— How often have I gone up with joy to worfhip in the 
affembly of thy faints.’’ 

About four o’clock in the afterncon he was feized with a 
convulfion; which did not laft long. So foon as he a little 
revived, he began again, with a clear ftrong voice, more 
powerfully to addrefs thofe that were about him.—‘‘ My 
friends, it is an awful thing to die! O prepare for eterni 
He then offered his dying petition for his dear wife and 
children :+=“* Lord fupport the widow and fatherlefs, in eve- 
ty difpenfation that may occur!’ He was requefted by 
Mrs. Ferriday not to exert himfelf fo much ; but he anfwer- 
ed——‘* My dear mother, I muft. God has given me ftrength, 
and I muft ufe it.” Soon after, lifting up his hands in an 
ecftacy, and with a voice and manner that cannot be defcri- 
bed, he exclaimed, ‘* God is all in all! Comie Lord Jefus, 
now come ! lam God’s, and God is mine !—Chrift is mine 


«Heaven is mine !—Glory is mine !—Glory, glory ‘“@ 





to God for ever and ever. Amen, and Amen.” 
He lay quiet a few moments, and then was feized with 
another convulfion, which foon diflodged his immortal fpi- 
rit, and landed it in the paradife of God ; where, 
“Through the rich grace of Him who bled on earth, he. 
He hears the inexpreflive nuptial fong, te 
In the bleft kingdoms meek of joy and love, = 
There entertain him all the faints above 
In folemn troop and fweet focieties, 
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. He certainly had a fine imagination, and excelled 
he epiflolary ftyle of writing. But I rather conclude, 
W@at hike many fafhionable young men, he never thought 
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_ That fing, and, finging, in their glory move, 
And wipe the tears for ever from his eyes.” 


He departed this life about five o’clock on the Sabbath 

evening, the 14th of September 1800, in about the 54th year 
of his age, and the 30th of his miniftry. 
_ On the Wednefday following, his remains were interred 
in Madeley church, clofe by the tomb of the Rev. Mr. 
Fletcher, late Vicar thereof ; and near the fpot, where, fix 
years ago, with fervent prayer he laid the foundation ftone 
of the new church. 

The folemn providence was improved in feveral pulpits 
in the metropolis, when his dying experience was read. 
And on Sunday the 5th of Oétober, his funeral fermon 
was. preached at St. Leonard’s church, Shoreditch, by the 
Rev. Mr. Williams of High Wycombe. Such was the re- 
{pect paid to his memory, that this very fpacious building 
was crowded to an everflow long before divine fervice com- 
menced: it is computed near five thoufand perfons were 
within the walls, befides hundreds in the church-yard who 
were unable to procure admiffion. Prayers were read by 
a Viear ; and the pulpit was hung in black on the occa- 
ion. 

Intending, as already intimated, only a sketch of the life 
and departure of this truly excellent man, I fhall now only 
fuggeft a few remarks on his character, as a man, a minilter, 
chriftian. 

m. Asaman. His feelings were tender and fympathetic. 
In his general deportment, he was ever diftinguifhed by be- 
nevolence, probity, and humility: and few men feemed more 
likely to /ive down that prejudice, which by many is unfor- 
tunately conceived againft the minifters of the Gofpel._—In 
his domeftic and familiar habits ; he was an affeCtionate huf- 
band; an indulgent parent, a kind mafter, and a warm, ge- 
nerous, and faithful friend. His manners were polilhed ; 
he had feen much of life, and made the grand tour (as it is 
called) on the continent ; but faid little as to either what he 





f had heard or feen ; before ftrangers, he had confiderable 
q referve ; with intimate friends, he was always open, and 


fometimes peculiarly communicative and enlivening. 
Of his acquirements in literature, I do not pretend to de- 
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deeply; and that his knowledge was acquired rather from 
experience than from books. 

After all, as we have been often told, “ The dest of men 

are but men at the beft ;” and asfuch, no doubt, he was a 
fubje& of thofe failings, infirmities, and weakneffes, which 
fiefh and blood és heir to. But as I was ignorant of them 
my felf, I can fay nothing about them. “And indeed had I been 
better acquainted with them, that charity, without which all 
our virtues are faid to be nothing worth, would oblige me 
to throw a mantle over them all.” 
_ 2, Asa Minister. His principles were Calviniftic, and 
fuch he conceived the articles of the Church of England to be; 
but he was by no means what is called Aigh in the doétrines, 
and never made them the fum and fubftance of his preach- 
ing ; when they occurred, they were fairly ftated, and always 
prattically applied, In this, as well as in his ideasof church 
government, though fixed himfelf, he had the utmoft libe- 
rality towards others. And while he enforced “ the whole 
council of God” with great faithfulnefs and energy, he did’ it 
in a way tending more to conciliate than confound. Inftead 
of driving the vicious and profane from his prefence, he ra- 
ther intreated them to {tay and be reformed. Excepting in 
the power and ftrength of his voice, he was more of a Bar- 
nabas than a Boanerges, 

Though the voice of our friend had little modulation, and 
was vitiated by a foreign accent, he had unfortunately con- 
tracted, and which rendered the pronunciation of 
words very grating to ears nicely tuned to harmony, it 
always folemn, generally commanding, and eften remarka- 
bly impreffive. The largeft churches were filled by him 
with apparent eafe ; and what exceeded, and was of much 
greater importance, he preached with a divine undétion from 
above, and the word came with ‘* power and demonttration 
of the Spirit of God.” * 

No wonder, with fuch grace and gifts, that his popularity 
was great, and that he ftood in the foremoft rank as‘a preach- 
er of the Gofpel, But truth, which is fuperior to friendfhip 
compels me to obferve, that in his peculiar method of dif. 
cuffion, he was rather to be admired than imitated. It muft 
be confeffed, that at times he was rather fuperficial than fo- 
lid. ‘The /ucidus ordo was not always evident ; and that in- 
valuable maxim, qui bene distinguit, bene docet, was for 
ten. It is juft to add, this arofe principally from the fir 


a lively imagination, and a too great love. of 7 


fpiritualizing, which led his better judgment captive. a > 
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{have heard our .dear brother candily confefs his error in 
this refpe&t. And of late, if his difcourfes were lefs fanci- 
ful, they were prgportionably more judicious.* 

3. Asa Christian. Mr. Pattrick was both a burning and 
a fhining light, and was a living lecture to all around. He 
was eminently a man of prayer, and far exceeded ordinary 
Chriftians in this refpeé&t. At atime, when of the few who 
knew him, fome thought very flightly of his religion, he had 
a man fervant who feemed very ferioufly difpofed, and 
with whom he conftantly prayed, and read the fcriptures 
daily. And when he fettled at Morden College, previous 
to his marriage, he daily fet apart fome time for religious 
conference and prayer, with an aged domeftic, whom heem- 
ployed as his houfekeeper. 

He .was peculiarly favoured with the talent of adminif- 
tering confolation, advice, and reproof, Thofe who “ in 
need, forrow, ficknefs,. or other adverfity,” had once been 
vifited by him, were ever anxious of feeing him again under 
fimilar circumftances ; and few of them but gave him the 
preference, in thefe fituations, to every other minifter of 
their acquaintance. 

In reproving his friends (and fome very delicate inftances 
have come within the perfonal knowledge of the writer of 
this article) he gave this beft and moft irkfome proof of 
friendfhip, from which moft people defire to be excufed, and 
blended fuch fuavity of manners with integrity of defign, 
that his reproofs were truly moft excellent oil: however 
n, none could reafonably be offended. 






*I have been particular on this point, for the benefit of my 
younger brethren in the ministry, many of whom seem to be adopt- 
ing, and recommending a flimsy, rambling, lazy kind of preaching. 
—Satisfied with what may be said from the analogy of faith, ra- 
ther than what is to be said from ihe text ; and thus subjects are 
skimmed, not fathomed ; proposed, not discussed ; sound is substi- 
tuted for sense; the most awful place in the world is made a 
scene of amusement ; a style approaching to the burlesque sup- 
plies sound speech not to be condemned ; the dignity of the pulpit 
's debased ; the taste of hearers is gradually vitiated ; and what 
s worse, and shocking to relate, this Crudis et indigefta moles, 
this chaos, without form and void, is cried up, under the pretence 
$00, of superior assistances from the Holy Spirit ! 
have seena small book of prayers, which, though it has no 
e, bears undoubted internal evidence of being the work of the 
ased.- This, and his Sermon preached Dec. 4, 1796. at St. 
Te@mard’s, are all his printed works that I have met with. But 
‘-_. his friends propose to publish a volume of his Discourses by sudx 


sgription, with his portrait. 
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A friend who. knéw him well adds—“ I have known him 
fourteen years ; and I have never known a man of a more 


lowly mind, and lefs elevated to any undue eftimation of- 


himfelf by the regard in which he was holden by others, 
Neither have I ever known any man or minifter who more 
adorned the Gofpel in all the relative fituations of focial and 
domettic life.” 

To fo decifive and refpectable a teflimony as this, nothing 
need be added; efpecially as I muft have exceeded the ufu, 
al limit on thefe occafions. I only fubjoin, 


“ T loved him much, but now I love him more 
Like birds whofe beauties languith, half concealed, 
’Till mounted on the wing, their glofly plumes 
Expanding fhine 
How bleflings brighten, when they take their flight ! 





Requefting your candid indulgence to this imperfect and 
hafty fketch, I remain, dear Sir. 
Yours, very affectionately, 
IK 


—_—— (> a * 


EXECUTION OF TWO CRIMINALS, 
To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 
Dear Sir, 


The following is the Subftance of a Letter from the Rev. 
D. Edwards to Dr. Conder, giving an Account of his 
Attendance on two Criminals, who were executed on 
Ruth Moor, near Ipfwich, April 10, 1766. Should it 
meet your Approbation, your Infertion of it in the Evan- 
gelical Magazine may be of ufe to fome, and will much 
oblige, 


York. Your’s affetionately, 
G. T. 


ay 


Rev. anp Dear Sir, ‘e 


| FULLY intended to have fent you a few lines by thé 
carrier, but my attendance upon the prifoners under fen- 
tence of death prevented me; and, to prevent falfe repre« 
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: fentation, it may not be improper to give you a fhort nar. 


rative of it. The prifoners, John Francis and John Brook, 
both of this county (one was twenty-five, the other twenty- 
fix years of age) had been committed fome time for houfe- 
breaking; they ftole about 100]. and were taken foon after, 
Mr. D——, whofe houfe they broke open, promifed, if they 
would give up the money, they fhould not be hanged ; upon 
which they returned the whole, except fome pounds they 
had fquandered away. They were committed, took their 
trial at Bury, were condenined, and fent to Ipfwich jail. 
Yeflerday weck, one Mr. Hall came to me, and defired I 
would make them a vifit, I was in fufpence :—at laft com- 
plied. ‘This was almoft new work to me, having never at- 
tended perfons in fuch circumftances, except one, when I was 
a ftudent. On Thurfday evening I made the firft vifit. It 
would be too tedious to relate particulars. ‘They madea 
frank confefiion of their crime, and. the jullice of their fen- 
tence ; but were extremely ignorant of man’s ftate by nature, 
and the method of falvation. I took the Bible, and afked 
them whether they believed that to be the word of God. 
They faid, yes: then turned to feveral places, which fhew- 
edtheir miferable ftate. I {pent nearly two hours with them 
in prayer and converfation ; then departed, without any ex- 
peclation of being fent for a fecond time, efpecially as the 
minifter of the parifh attended them, and had brought them 
a manual of prayers. One could read a little ; the other 


ey all, 
eing fent for again by the priforers, I made a fecond 
vifit, and found them both in great diflrefs, efpecially Fran- 
cis. . While I endeavoured to explain to them the way of 
falvation by Jefus Chrift, they frequently burft into a flood 
of tears. Francis was under furprifing emotions of mind, 
to.think that there were hopes of falvation for him ; for ~ 
had been a great offender from his childhood, ond freely 
confefled that Sabbath-breaking was ane of the firtt fins 
which led to bad company and other vices. As for the de- 
fign of Chrift’s coming into the world, he faid he never un- 
derftood ; nor heard of his offices, to take notice of them ; 
nor of the work of the Spirit inthe hearts of finners, in con- 
viction, regeneration, faith, and repentance. They would 
not let me go till I promifed to come again ; which I did, 
fixed upon laft Wednefday evening, the eve before the 
y of execution. On Wednefday it was currently reported 
that the condemned perfons were to come .to meeting. 
(Pleafe to obferve, laft Wednefday was our church meeting 
day.) About two o’clock, the turn-key of the prifon came, 
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wifhing to fpeak with me. He faid, that the prifoners had 
heard that I had prepared a fermon for them, and defired 
them to attend. Itold him, I had faid no fuch thing ; that 
I had no room to expect fuch a requeft would be granted, as 
they were more immediately under the infpection of the mi- 
nifter of the parith. But, faid he, they have a great mind 
tocome. [told him, if it were agreeable to the Rev. Mr. 
Leighton, and thofe in whofe cuftody they were, to let 
them come, probably I might fay fomething to them ; but 
that they muft not exceed three o'clock, ‘or elfe the meeting 
would be over. The man faid, I will go directly to Mr. 
Leightcn, the vicar, and confult with him, and let you 
know the refult. Prefently a meflenger came, who told me, 
the minifter of the parifh was not againft it; only, as they 
were brought up in the Church of England, he did not think 
it was fo neceflary as if they had been brought up in our 
way, and perhaps it would raife a mob ; but declared he 
was not againft the thing himfelf. The woman who is 
houfekeeper to Mr. Hurit, the jailor, feemed rather unwil- 
ling, as Mr. Hurft was not at home; and, therefore, the 
meflenger faid, I need not expect them. However, by 
this time, abundance of people came into the meeting, ex- 
pecting to fee the prifoners. It was thought moit proper, 
that I fhould go to the pulpit, and lay afide the bufinefs of 
the church, for we had three perfons to admit that day, if 
this circumftance had not prevented. I went into the pul- 
pit: a pfalm was fung, and then we prayed. When I was 
towards the conclufion, I thought I heard a great noife. 
When I had concluded, good old Father Blindle cried out, 
“The prifoners are coming.” Upon which I fat down. 
The people crowded the meeting. At laft the prifoners 
came in, with their fetters and thackles on. Many were 
moved at the fight. As for myfelf, I was obliged to ftop 
for fome time, to give vent to tears, WoenI recovered, I 
gave out part of an hymn, fuitable to the occafion, then 
prayed. The fubject of difcourfe was, “ This is a faithful 
faying,” &c. The poor-prifoners fhed abundance of tears 
while [ was explaining the feveral parts of the text, and 
efpecially when I turned and directed myfelf immediately 
to them. 

I had great enlargement and freedom of fpeech. But 
oh, Sir! had you been prefent at this period, you wouldy 
have called the place ** Bochin” indeed. The houfe was 
thronged, and, J fuppofe, not a dry eye in the whole place ; 
nothing but weeping and forrow ; and the floods of tears 
which gufhed from the eyes of the two prifoners were very 
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melting. Suffice it to fay, in a word I believe the efpecial 
prefence of God was there; a kind of facred glory filled the 
place: the thought of it melts me into tears while I am 
writing. When we had concluded, I went and {poke fome 
encouraging words, by way of fupporting them under their 
forrow. ‘They then defired I would fee them in the even- 
ing ; which I did, and called upon Mr. Blindle in the way ; 


‘and, what do you think? the old gentleman went alon 


with me to the prifon, and was one who prayed with them 
with much fervour and enlargement of heart: We fpent 


tymearly, two hours with them ; anda crowd of people was 


prefent. 

I have not time te give the particulars of this vifit, any 

more. than the reft. At parting, they earneftly imtreated 
me to attend them to the place of execution the next day. I 
told them I could not bear it, Mr. Blindle hkewife obfer- 
ved, that it wasan unprecedented thing; that a diffenting 
minifter was never: known to doit in this country. To which 
they calmly replied, “I hope, Sir, it will be no difgrace.” 
I told them, as the minifter of the parifh was to give them 
the facrament next morning, it was his province to attend 
them to the place of execution, or fome clergy of the town ; 
and left them, after I had explained to them the nature of 
the Lord’s Supper, pointing out the qualifications of a fin- 
cere communicant, &c. 

About ten o’clock next morning, a meflénger came from 
the prifoners, faying, they defired I would meet them at the 
place of execution. I did not at firft feel willing to comply, 
but begged they would get fome clergyman to go. — By and 
by, another meffenger came to tell me, that not one clergy- 
man in the town would go; that the practice had for fome 
time been laid afide. After fome deliberation, thefe words 
came to my mind: * Ready to every good work.” This, 
infome meafure, bowed my mind, and led me the more 
freely to engage. Soon after, I heard they were gone. Mr. 
Horton, of Bentley, my eldeft fon, and I, followed in a 
poit-chuife to Rufh-Moor. We overtook them about half a 
mile out oftown; the cart flopped, and the prifoners looked 
back wifhfully. I got out of the chaife, and into the cart, 
and fat down by th.m. I found them, I would hope, in the 
very frame of the publican, efpecially Francis. Their lan- 


@ Buage, hke his, was, “ God be merciful!” I converfed 


with them, and then prayed moft of the way: but my place 
was fo uneafy , that, after I had gone about a mile, I order- 
ed the cart to ftop, and ftepped into the chaife again. Soon 
alter, we came to the fatai tree. I then got out, and, en- 
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quiring for the fherift, was told his deputy was there ; to 
whom I applied, to know how long the prifoners had to 
live? He courteoufly replied, there was no time particu- 
larly fixed. Sir, faid 1, the prifoners are both of them 
young, and there are abundance of young people prefent ; 
will you fuffer me to give them a word of exhortation on 
this melancholy eccafion? He anfwered, “ With all my 
heart.” Iafked what time he would allow me? to which 
he replied, “* Take your own time ; your time fhall be mine.” 
Once more I got up on the cart; but think, Sir, for a mo- 
ment, what a fituation it was ! I {flood with one foot on one 
coffin, the other upon the other coffin, two dying men, who 
were to die a fhameful death, by my fide, the fatal tree be- 
fore me, and thoufands of men and women covering a great 
part of the heath, fome in carriages, numbers on horfeback, 
multitudes on foot. It put me in mind of the 7 of judg- 
ment. 

After I had found a little compofure in weeping, I gave 
out part of that hymn at the end of Sternhold and Hopkins, 
entitled, “‘ the Lamentation of a Sinner,” which was fung 
to Wind{for tune, then prayed, and fixed upon thofe words 
as the fubject of difcourfe, “ Flee youtliful lufts ;” took no- 
tice what thofe fins are to which young people are prone; 
why we fhould fice from them, and how? I preached jutt 
an hour. My dear Doétor, would it found like enthufiafm 
to fay, that an angel from Heaven ftcod by me? I wiil ven- 
ture tofay more, the Spirit ot the Lord helped me, or elfe 
I could not have fuftained it. I could fay nrore, but this is 
enough. I applied to the multitude, then to the prifoners, 
till the tears flowed from almoft every eye. You, Sir, can 
better imagine than I defcribe what univerfal weeping fpread 
itfelf over the face of the people. There was the utmoft de- 
cency obferved in every part. There were no tumults of 
talking, but a folemnity in every countenance highly become 
ing the occafion. But, oh! could you have feen the prifon- 
ers proftrate, it would have been a fcene indeed ! it cannot 
be well expreffed; groans and tears cannot be printed or 
wrote. Ithenkneeled down and prayed, then gave my laft 
advice, told them to take time, and concluded with the bene- 
diction; then hafted to the carriage with my heart full 
enough. ‘The prifoners then fpoke: Francis, in particular, 
fpoke of falvation by grace admirably well. He alfo intreate 
ed all to beware of the beginnings of fin, left they fhould 
come to a fimilar fate with him and his fellow-fufferer. Soon 
after, the executioner did his office. You know, Sir, it 
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is difficult to judge of fuch people’s converfion to God; but 
thefe had fome promifing marks. They are gone. Pray 
for me. 
Iam, Sir, 
Your’s moft affectionately, 
D. Epwarps. 
April 12, 1766. 


ee 
ON CHRISTIAN PATIENCE. 


O evidence of the effects of a real principal of religion, 
appears to me lefs equivocal than the tranquility it pro- 
duces. Under the fevereft preffure of diftrefs, the chrif- 
tian exhibits that calm and genuine fortitude which the 
world can neither counterfeit nor difturb. There is a real- 
ity in the patience which God beflows, a fuperiority, an ing 
nate and benign virtue, which allays the tumults of paffion, 
foftens the afperities of difappointment, and diffufes over | 
the mind a divine and ineffable peace. Le 
This patience of chriftianity is not to be confounded with 
the filence of one who is ignorant, or the acquiefcence which 
fprings from defpair. It is removed alike from a proud 
contempt of troubie, and a tame unmeaning infenfibility to 
diftrefs. Itis fomething real and fubftantial. It is the fo. 
ber and enlightened grace of the renewed heart. It corre- 
{ponds with the Scriptures, and derives from that corre- 
{pondence the beft evidences of its truth. 

Of this heavenly virtue the Holy Spirit is the only fource ; 
and it is produced, under his influence, by the concurrence 
of fuitable and efficient motives. Amongft thefe motives, 
the principle is, a genuine love to the Redeemer. All ar- 

ments not immediately drawn from the power, and grace, 








and unfpeakable love of the Redeemer, are weak and impo- e 
tent. But let the example and mercy of the Lord Jefus be ie 
difplayed ; remind the afflited chriftian of the apoftle and ca 
High Prieft of his profeffion, and you warm, you animate, y 


you roufe ali the affections of his foul; afflictions lofe their 
fting, difeafes their anguifh, and the fainting fufferer re- 
joices under every forrow, and glories in a conformity to 
his Lord. s 

An ardent attachment to a crucified Redeemer, has done re 
more to alleviate diftrefs than all the proud attempts of man, 
where this grand point has been overlooked. God has de- 
termined to glorify his Son Jefus. Take Chrift from the 
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afflicted believer, and you remove the foundation from the 
edifice :—it finks with its own weight. If true patience is 
to be found, it.is in the man who has made the Saviour his 
hope, who has committed into his hands all his concerns, 
and learns from a fuffering and dying Matter, to take up 
his crofs daily, and prefs onwards toward Heaven. 

The Redeemer being thus kept in view, other confidera- 
tions derive from him an efficacy and importance. The 
chriftian has been taught the fallacy of all earthly hopes, 
and has been led to confider afflictions as the infeparable 
attendants on a fincere piety. When trouble therefore ar- 
rives, itis lefs oppreflive, becaufe forefeen. The benefits 
which it is the means of producing, tend much to alleviate 
its weight. By afflictions his fan¢tification is advanced, the 
reality of his love and devotednefs manifefted, the power of 
the Saviour, in communicating fupport, is difplayed. In 
feafons of diftrefs the heart is fubdued, the affections are 
weaned, the confolations of religion experienced, the vas 
nity of the world difcovered, this ftate rendered burden- 
fome, the next infinitely to be defired. Here the fufferer 
learns to contemplate the fhortnefs of time even at its long-~ 
eft period, and the nearnefs, the certainty, the matchlefs 
glories of eternity : nor does he forget that the fevereft tri- 
als are light, if efltimated by the punifhments he has defer-~ 
ved ; and the heaviell afflictions nothing, if compared with 
the bitter fufferings, the excruciating agony, the inconceiv- 
ably igneminious death, of the Son of God. 

Confiderations of this nature, connected with a fincere 
love to the Redeemer, and deriving from his grace all their 
virtue, have a direct tendency to promote a truly genuine 
patience. ‘They tranquilize the mind, and leave upon the 
fpirits that holy and amiable refignation, that complacency 
with the Divine Will, that compofure under every trouble, 
which forms the duty and the ornament of the chriftian 
character. The world may promife, pleafure may allure, 
fin may flatter, and Satan be unwearied in his deceits ; but 
neither the world, nor pleafure, nor fin, nor Satan, can pro- 
duce that heavenly patience which Chrift can adminitter ; 
and which, when beftowed, their combined and accumulas 
ted malice can never weaken or deftroy, 


CLERUS: 
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GOD'S READINESS TO FORGIVE. 


€ ese {fcripture charaéter of God comprehends the per- 
ie€tion of every excellence. It looksevery way, va- 
rying its afpect according to the character and condition of 
its object. Againit the carelefs and impenitent finner, his 
mviolable juitice lames with terror, denouncing “ indig- 
“pation and wrath, tribulation and anguifh, againft every 
** foul of man that doeth evil.” But divine mercy {miles up- 
on the trembling criminal with language of encouragement, 
deciaring. that he is * ready to forgive.” Though iin has 
hardened the hearts of men, and rendered them infenfible 
to their dangerous condition, as guilty creatures; yet there 
are fome whofe confciences, touched by the Spirit of God, 
are alarmed by a view of their innumerable tranfgreflions, 
and dread the threatened confequences. Such perions too 
frequently nourifh a fpirit of defpondency, refufing to be 
comforted. ‘That Holy Spirit alone who wounds the heart, 
can impart confolation. He has made abundant provifion 
for this’in the fcriptures, whofe divine infpiration is confir- 
med by the interpofition of miracles, by the accomplifhment 
of prophecy, and efpecially by the refurre@tion of Chrift 
from the dead. 

Looking up to the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, let the 
trembling tinner contemplate the evidences which God has 
given of his readinefs to forgive. In the Scriptures, he has 
not only revealed himfelf in the endearing character of a 
fin-pardoning God, but intimates, that fuch is his readinefs 
to jorgive, that before fin was committed, he formed the 
defign of pardoning it. So full was the heart of God with 
this gracious decree, that he made the earlieft revelation of 
it.» As foon as fin was committed; before he drove the 
firft criminals out of paradife, he publifhed his purpofe of 
forgivencfs, and has caufed it to be proclaimed through all 
fucceeding ages to the prcfent day. Such is God’s readi- 
nefs to forgive, that he even urges us to plead with him for 
the blefiing. “Come now, and let us reafon together, 
“ faich the Lord; though your tins be as fcarlet, they fhall 
“ be as white as fnow ; though they be red like crimfon, they 
“ {hall be 2s wool.’** ‘I, even Iam he that blotteth out 
“ thy tranfyreifions for mine own fake, and will not remem- 
‘ber thy fins. Put me in remembrance ; let us plead to- 


* Tfaiah i. 18, 
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« gether: declare thou, that thou mayeftbe juftified.”a His 
readinefs to forgive is confirmed by innumerable examples. 
“IT acknowledged my fin unto thee,” fays David, “ and 
“mine iniquity have I not hid: I faid, I will confefs my 
“ tranfgreffions unto the Lord ; and thou forgaveit the ini- 
“‘quity of my fin.” He even delights in the exercife of 
pardoning mercy.c 

Encouraged by the evidences of this truth, we fhould 
anxioufly enquire, through what medium is God ready to 
forgive? He cannot be indifferent to the mode of difpen- 
fing pardon. He is not ready to forgive through the abfo- 
lution of a prieft,—through the merit of our repentance or re- 
formation,—or as an act of abfolute mercy, without any re- 
gard to the claims of juftice. Chrift is the only medium of 
divine mercy to guilty finners. ‘ Be it known unto you, 
men and brethren, that through this man, is preached unto 
you the forgivenefs of fins.”d God is ready to forgive, 
through the undertaking of Chrift as our furety—through 
the fufferings of Chrift as our facrifice—through the inter- 
ceffion of Chrift as our advocate. ‘* Him hath God fet forth 
** to be a propitiation, through faith in his blood, to declare 
* his righteoufnefs for the remiffion of iins that are paft, 
“ through the forbearance of God ; to declare, 1 fay, at this 
“time his righteoufnefs ; that he might be jult, anc the juiti- 
‘fier of him that believeth in Jefus.”e [If we wish for divine 
forgivenefs then, let us feck it through Chri’. The word 
of God has revealed no other medium of ‘orgivenefs—the 
purpofe of God has appointed no o:her—the juitice of God 
will admit of no other ;—and if we feek it through any other 
way, we reject the provifion of infinite wifdom and grace ; 
and, inftead of obtaining forgivenels thereby, we exceed- 
ingly aggravate our guilt and condemnation. : 

That forgivenefs which God is ready to exercife toward 
finners through Chrift, poffeffes the moft admirable proper- 
ties. It is entirely free and gratuitous, requiring no me- 
ritorious condition or qualification whatever on our parts. 
The facrifice of Chrift is the only proper condition of di- 
vine forgivenefs ; and through this it is difpenfed freely to 
the moft unworthy. Herein God atts like the creditor to- 
wards his two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, 
and the other fifty: and when they had nothing to pay, he 
frankly forgave them both.f Itis a plenteous forgivenefs. 


a Vfaiah xliji. 25,26. O&Ps. xxxii. 5. c Mic. vii. 18. 
ff Acts xiii 38. e Rom. iii. 25, 26. fLuke vii. 41, 42. 
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“ Let the wicked forfake his way, and the unrighteous man 
“‘his thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and he 
“will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will 
“abundantly pardon.” a However numerous and aggrava- 
ted our tranfgreflions may be, we have no reafon to be dif- 
couraged in applying to God through Chrift for pardon. 
‘all manner of fins and blafphemies fhall be forgiven unto 
“men.” 6 Itisa plenary forgivenefs, extending to all the 
fins of the perfon toward whom it is exercifed. ‘“ The ini- 
** quity of Jacob fhall be fought for, and there fhall be none ; 
** and the fins of Judah, and they fhall not be found: for I 
“¢ will pardon them, whom I referve, faith the Lord.”c “TI 
“¢ will pardon all their iniquities whereby they have finned, 
“and whereby they have tranfgrefled againft me.” d—~ 
“there is now no condemnation to them that are in Chrift 
“¢ Jefus,”e ‘ They are freely forgiven all trefpaffes.” / 
That forgivenefs which God is ready to exercife towards 
finners through Chrift, is unchanging and eternal. ‘ Their 
‘¢ fins and their iniquities will I remember no more,” fays 
God.g ‘‘He that heareth my word (fays Chrift) and be- 
“lieveth on Him that fent me, hath everlafting life, and 
‘“‘ fhall not come into condemnation.” This divine for- 
givenefs refts not on any thing precarious, but on the im- 
mutable purpofe of God ; on the infinite merit of Chrift ; 
and it remains as abiding as the foundation on which it 
flands. 

How exceedingly:are the riches of divine grace magni- 
fied in the revelation of God’s readinefs to forgive !—How 
carefully fhould we beware of {flighting or abufing this gra- 
cious revelation !—What abundant encouragement it affords 
to the poor alarmed finner !—Wéith what humble boldnefs 
ought we to apply unto God, through Chrift, for the fenfible 
experience of divine forgivenefs '—How {trongly does the 
revelation, and efpecially the experience of pardoning 
mercy, demand the return of grateful obedience and devo- 
tednefs to God !—What obligatiens are pardoned finners 
under to copy this amiable character of God ; on every oc- 
cafion imitating him in his readinefs to forgive ! 


MANCUNIENSIS. 
a Isaiah lv. 7. b Matt. xii. 31. c Fer. 1. 20. 
d Fer. xxxiii. 8, 9. e Rom. viii. 1. f Col, ti, 18, 


g Heb. viii. 12, h Fohn. v. 24, 
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ON FAMILY DISCORD. 





“ TOVE ONE ANOTHER.” 


it ever this divine precept became forcible on believers, 
or the obfervation of it appeared peculiarly graceful, it 
muft be, when difplayed in thattendereit and moft endearing 
of all ties, —Marriage. Love is the very cement of thatfa-’ 
cred bond : and on the cultivation of this amiable principle 
depends all the happinefs which may be reafonably expected 
to flow from fo prolific a fource. Hence the unerring Spi- 
rit, by the apoftolic pen, commands hufbands to love their 
wives as Chrift loved the church, and wives to fubmit them- 
felves unto their hufbands, &c. For want of this affection, 
fubmiffion, and confidence on either part, we frequentl 
hear of difputes and contentions between the heads of a fa- 
mily, difhonourable to chriitian chara¢ters, and pernicious 
in their influence on thofe around them, My brethren and 
fitters, thefe things ought not to be fo ; the kingdom of Jefus 
will not be eftablifhed, nor his truth prevail, while fuch un- 
chriftian and unnatural tempers predominate, as to occafion 
fhynefs and diffenfion between perfons fo clofely united : 
on the contrary, you furnifh the world with a fltrong argu- 
ment againil Religion, when it has fo little influence on the 
behaviour of its profeffors in domettic life. 

Reflect on the confequence of family difcord with refpe& 
to yourchildren. Do you defire them to love each other ? 
then enforce that precept on their hearts by your own exame 
ple ; and let not unaffeClionate carriage between yourfelves 
encourage their too prevalent difpofitions to fraternal ftrife.’ 
Bear in mind that you labour in vain to inftil the love of 
piety into their infant minds, while they difcover fuch dif- 
regard to its fentimentsin your conduct. If then you love 
your children, love one another. 

Confider alfo the occafion given for the world to blaf- 
pheme ; what muft it fay of a believing hufband and wife 
living together in perpetual animofity, or, at beft, on every 
trivial occafion, treating each other with marked. indiffe- 
rence? does it not ftrengthen prejudice, and animate aver- 
fion againft religion ?—Ceafe then, for ever ceafe this dif- 
graceful deportment, or never let your lips pronounce that 
interefling petition,— 


* Thy kingdom come.” 
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A PAIR OF MINIATURE PORTRAITS. 


NGENUUS isa man of liberal education and fentiments; 
of original talents and eloquent addrefs. His compo- 
fitions for the pulpit are ‘ftudied with care, and delivered 
with cafe. H's ftyle is always neat, accurate, elegant ; of- 
ten animated and fublime. His fubje¢ts are generally prac- 
tical, but recommended on Evangelical principles ; and he 
forcibly addrefles the affections. To crown all, his difpofi- 
tion is amiable, and his moral character unexceptionable. 
ARDENS is alfo endowed by Providence with good natu- 
ral abilities, which have been cultivated by a regular educa- 
tion forthe miniitry. His compofitions for the prefs fhew 
him to advantage as a writer. His flyle is eafy and enga- 
ging; and his illuftrations are often original and _ brilliant. 
But it is in the pulpit thathe chiefly fhines. His counte- 
nahce is illuminated with a glow of piety and affection ; eve- 
ry word, whether addrefled to God or man, feems the ex- 
preffion of his whole heart ; and he has evidently no object 
before him—but to convert the finner, or to animate the 
faint. Inorder to this, he difcovers no folicitude, about his 
ftyle or his action, but aims only to be intelligible and im- 
reflive. | | 
In attempting to difcriminate between thefe characters, 
one word will be fuflicient. You cannot hear the former 
without admiration of the preacher ; and it is difficult to hear 
the latter without devotion to his God. In fhort, the one, 
though we hope unintentionally, preaches Azmse/f, by care- 
fully difplaying his own talents to the beft advantage; the 
other, perfectly indifferent to felf, preaches Christ Fesus 
the Lord; and, as his faithful feryant, aims fimply to ad- 


vance his glory. PICTOR. 
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MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The following Letters will be read by all the Friends of the 
Miffionary Society with gratitude and delight. They are 
calculated to revive the Hope of the moit defponding ; 
and to difperfe the Gloom which Mifreprefentation had 
fpread, for a while, over the South Sea Miffion. Fuller 
Difpatches are daily expeéted, by the Arrival of the Cap- 
tain ; and we doubt not but the Dire€tors will take fuch 
fteps, to fatisfy the unanimous Requeft of the Miffiona- 
ries, as Prudence fhall diate ; efpecially as One of their 
Body ftands pledged to give a Thousand pounds towards 
the next Equipment. 


Letter from Capt. Wilsen, to foseph Hardcastle, Esq: 


Dear Sir, 


y EXPECTED, when I fhould reach China, to have had 
] an opportunity of forwarding letters to arrive in London 
much earlier than myfelf ; but was difappointed in this, as 
no fhip failed for Europe before the fleet I accompany ; and 
but fome Americans a few days previous to our departure, 
by whofe circuitous rout I did not think it neceffary to write, 
except a few lines to Mr. Gillett, which I got on board the 
firft of them when under fail. If it is received, you will 
have heard of my arrival, and know generally that all is well. 
The Society, Sir, cannot be more anxious to know, than I 
have been to communicate, the ftate of their affairs at Ota- 
heite ; which being favourable beyond the hopes of any, 
would have rendered this duty the more agreeable ; and ftill 
as the Royal Admiral has to deliver a part of her cargo at 
the Cape of Good Hope, by which fhe may be detained, fo 
as not to reach St. Helena in time to fail from thence with 
the fleet, I fhall give a few particulars, for the fatisfaction of 
the Society ; who will be farther gratified on my arrival, by 
the journals and letters of the Brethren, whofe packet I en- 
gaged to deliver myfelf. In my expedition to New-Zealand 
(which I mentioned in my former letter) events occurred 
which delayed my anval at Otaheite to the i0th of July, 
1801. The Brethren on board were then all in good health 


and before we anchored, we had the happinefs to know [b~ 
Vou, II. Kk 
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Mefs. Henry, Nott, and Bricknell coming off] that they 
were all well on ihore, except Mr. Henry and Mrs. Eyre, 
both of whom are frequently indifpofed ; the one from ten- 
dernefs of confiitution, the other by reafon of old age. Af- 
ter the melancholy things which have fucceflively reached 
the Society’s ears, it might have been expedted that the na- 
tives would have fled to the mountains, on the appearance of 
a Mifionary fhip ; but on the contrary, Matavai bay never 
wore a morelively appearance. His Excellency Governor 
King had fent the Porpoife floop of war thither, to falt pork 
for the colony. She lay with feveral canoes about her ; but 
the moment the Royal Admiral (of whofe ceming they had 
heard) appeared round the point, they deferted her, and ma- 
ny more from the fhore paddled in hafte to us ; and crowd- 
ing on board, I was glad to get an anchor down, even before 
we had worked fo far into the bay as I wifhed to be. Mott 
of them knew me, and were eager to outdo each other in 
profeffions of joy and kindnefs. Such a profufion of provi- 
fions was immediately poured into the fhip, as aftonifhed the 
new Miffionaries ; and had a powerful effect in difpelling 
thofe cleuds of anxiety which had hovered over their minds, 
The curiofity of the natives was awake to know who were 


the- Brethren that had come to join the reft ; and when point-. 


ed out, embraced them warmly, and paid them unremitting 
attention for the reft of the evening. When the confufion 
had a little fubfided, I enquired of the Brethren, How they 
had been treated by the natives, fince they were left few in 
number ? and was informed, that fince the affair at Oparre 
(which occafioned the feparation) they had received the 
preateft kindnefs and refpect from the natives. TheChiefs, 
and even Otoo, who was to blame, have endeavoured, by a 
ftudied conduct and greater attention, to regain the good 
word and good will of the brethren, which they value, and 
think they loft by that act. They have known two or three 
very fcarce feafons ; yet, at fuch times, they had always a 
fufficiency fent them, chiefly by the people of Matavai, and 


the adjoining diftricts ; and often, from the moft diftant 


“es of the ifland, by people entirely unknown to them. As 


for the death of Mr. Lewis, though there was caufe for fuf- 


picion, they never could colleét fufficient evidence to crimi- 
nate the natives in it. The property left on the ifland at the 
time of the feparation, is chiefly in the lands of Pomarre, 
and fome they retain themfelves ; but he readily fupplies 
them with what they want, and feldom gives any away 


without their leave. Agreeable to an inftruction from the- 


Society, I propofed its being returned to their own flore ; 


how 
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and demanded it for that purpofe ; but the experienced Bre- 
thren unanimoufly difapproved of my doing it ; obferving, 
That the Chief had good fenfe enough to confider it as con- 
fidence repofed in him ; but to diveft him of it the moment 
they had power, would deftroy that idea ;—that remaining 
with him, they were not expofed to the danger they had for- 
merly found in trying to preferve it ; and while they could 
command it with a word, it would be imprudent to let the 
Chief know they had the thought of taking pofleffion of it. 

The morning after my arrival, Pomarre, Iddea, and their 
train, vifited the fhip. Otoo and his brother came along- 
fide alfo ; all exprefling their. joy at my coming to fee them 
again, and much furprifed at fo large a fhip ; which Otoo 
immediately compared to One Tree Hill. The Porpoife 
had faluted the Chiefs on her arrival ; and Pomarre did not 
fail to inform me of this ; theréfore, that we might not be 
the lefs efteemed on this account, I fired nine guns, which 
highly pleafed them. Pomarre rofe from his chair, ‘and em- 
bracing me, faid, he would fend every day as much provi- 
fion, ready dreffed, as would ferve the crew ; and this he ac- 
cordingly did, though we had no occafion for it ; fo abundant 
were our fupplies from every quarter. 

On landing, the following day, I found that the Brethren 
did not live in the fame houfe together, though near to each 
other. Mr. and Mrs. Eyre, and Mr. Jefferfon, had apart- 
ments in the old houfe ; Mr. and Mrs. Henry had a {fmall, 
but comfortable houfe, on the fame fide of the river, nearer 
to the point; and Mefirs. Nott, Bricknell, and Broomhall 
occafionally refided on the oppofite fide of the river, in the 
unfinifhed houfe, which they had begun before the feparati- 
on. Mr. Jefferfon had kept the journal ; and Mr. Eyre was 
ftorekeeper : as for Prefident or Committee, they have had 
none fince the Duff’s departure. But now, on ftrangers 
joining them, and their number thereby increafed, in com- 
pliance with the will of the Directors, and the didtates of 
their experience, they thought proper to refume them ; and 
alfo, to proceed in the building of the unfinifhed houfe, for 
the more comfortable accommodation of the.whole. Mate- 
rials for this I had prepared at New-Zealand ; for which the 
Society are debtors to the owners of the Royal Admiral. - 

Having found the Brethren in fuch favorable circumftan- 
ces, I thought every difficulty over ; but when met to incor- 
porate the new and old Miffionaries, and to choofe a Prefi- 
dent, and perfons for the other offices, Mr. Read, unhappily, 
could not agree with the reft, nor would confent to be go- 
yerned by a majority. His companions embraced this ops 
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portunity of reprefenting him as one they could net agree 
with on the paflage ; and next day, the Prefident (Mr. Jei- 
ferfon) wrote me a letter, begging that he might return ;_ to 
which I agreed, and Mr. Reed came on beard again ; but 
may, if the Miffion at the Cape is eftablifhed, ftay there, as 
(except in this difagreement with his Brethren) I have feen 
nothing in his Miflionary character to prevent it. After 
this, every thing was fettled in the moft harmonious man- 
ner. Mr. Jefferfon was chofen Prefident and Secretary ; 
four others to form acoemmiitee ; Mr. Eyre to be ttore- 
keeper ; Mr. Davis, librarian; and Mr. Elder to the care 
and difpenfing of medicines. Regulations for divine fer- 
vice,-—for daily employments,—for vifits to the natives,— 
and concerning the authority to be exercifed over each other 
in their departments, were fettled.—After which, we went 
to meet.the King, Pomarre, Iddea, and the Chiefs, by ap- 
pointment, when, with Mr. Nott as interpreter, I {poke to 
them concerning the reafons which induced the Miffionaries 
to come to them, the reception they gave them on their ar- 
rival, and the benefits they had received by them already ; 
and mentioned a few inftances wherein the Brethren had 
been ill treated ; and endeavoured to'convince them how ealy 
it would be for me to retaliate upon them ; that they were 
known in Britain ; but the Chiefs there, {till wifhing to do 
them good, had fent other men, in the room of thole their 
violence had forced away : and expected thele to be better 
treated. ‘Thentaking each Miffionary by the hand, and 
leading him to each of the Chiefs, 1 introduced them by 
name. With this ceremony they were very much delight. 
ed ; and, on their part, promifed to the utmoft of their pow- 
er. But before we parted, Pomarre afked, whether the new 
comers would fight for him, or not ?—I told him No ; they 
would fight none, except to defend themfelves, if attacked, 
in their houfe. This, I believe, funk diem about one moiety 
in value. However, the Chief faid, “ Very well; if they 
would not fight, he would fight for them ; but thought it ve- 
ry odd that King George, having many fighting men, fends 
none to his afiftance.”’ I don’t know, Sir, whether our 
{peech on this occafion was what it ought to have been, or 
not ; but they underftood it perfeGly. When reminded of 
having given the diitri€t of Matavai to the Brethren, they 
looked them in the face, as if to fay, Who hastaken it from 
you? and atked, whether they were denied any thing it al- 
torded ? On fome occajions they had checked the Brethren 
for pulling fruit ; but only when they faw, through igno- 
yance, they were injuring the trees, 
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Concerning what is done in the Miffionary work, we muft 
confine ourfelves to the progrefs made in the language ; ; 
which, with fome of them is confiderable, particularly Mr. 
Nott, who now converfes in it freely. But, notwithitand- 
ing their acquirements this way, they have hitherio been 
able to convey but faint ideas of divine things to the minds 
of the natives ; who underftand only, that toteach them our 
religion is the principal object of being among them. ‘The 
firft part of their labours has certainly required much pati- 
ence: to learn a barbarous language, andapply it to thofe great 
and important fubjects, which the moft refined and copious 
can hardly exprefs, is no eafy matter. This the Mithona- 
ries have found. However, they are proceeding rapidly 
towards a fair trial of what can be done ; and, perhaps, fitter 
perfons for this purpofe than fome the Society have now at 
Otaheite, could n8t eafily be found. Mr. Jefferfon, in 
{peaking on this fubject, fays, he expects perfecution from 
the natives when the Gofpel i is a little underitood by them 5 
as, he thinks, they will not relith its forbidding dictates ; 
yet he hopes, in his own day, to fee them embrace it.—! May 


the God of mercy haften it! 


I noticed that the Porpoife had come to the ifland to falt 
pork. [am happy to fay, that fhe completely fucceeded in 
her objeét, having previous to my leaving the bay, faited 
down upwards of 500 large hogs ; ‘and might have had many 
more, if they had brought more falt. For this I allo was 
greatly ata lofs. After falting avery few, I took away 
about 350 alive, being as many as I could feed, or find room 
for. His Excellency Governor King, had enjoined the 
Commander of the Porpoife to pay attention to the Miflion- 
aries ; and which they received in many acts of kindnefs ; 
and I am of opinion, that the fhips being there together, 
both previoufly acquainted with the Mifiionaries (which the 
natives perc eived) and joining i in concern for their fatety and 
comfort, and evincing a determination to fupport them, 
has had the defirable effe& of eftablifhing the Million on the 
beft pofible footing ; fo that, whoever among the natives 
may rule as Chief, none will dare to hurt the Brethren, ex- 
ceptit happe ns in the frenzy of their encounters with each 
other : and not any of this nature have yet occurred to ex 
cite alarm. I believe it is the intention of Governor King 
to fend frequently (perhaps once a year) to the iflands; in 
which cafe the Society will have an eafy communication 
with the Brethren: who can alfo have neceilaries from 
Port Jackfon ; and for which, on this profpect, I have made 
some arrangement, which, 1 hope, will mect the Society’s 
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approbation. Mr. Shelley, who was returning to England 
by me, with a hope of renewing the Friendly Ifland Miffion, 
on finding that at Otaheite fo promifing, joined it ; and will 
be an ufeful member to them. While he refided at Port 
Jackfon, he formed an attachment to a young woman who 
lives with Mrs. Haffel, and expreffed a defire to go back in 
the Porpoife, to marry, and return with her, either by the 
fame fhip or fome whaler. ‘To this the Brethren agreed ; 
and application being made to Lieutenant Scott, Comman- 
der of the Porpoife, he readily confented. This, Sir, is a 
moft favourable circumftance for Mrs. Henry ; Mrs. Eyre 
being now advanced in years, that by the courfe of nature, 
fhe may foon be deprived of her, which would reduce her 
(already in a weak ftate, with two young children) to a very 
diftreffing -fituation. 

Mr. Broomhall (of whofe defection you are, I fuppofe 
informed) took paflage with me to China. I alfo brought 
off three feamen: two of whom had been annoying to the 
Miffionaries. Three of the crew deferted : two of whom 
I got back ; but the other had fo concealed himfelf in the 
mountains, that it was thought he could not be caught for 
fome time. Therefore, having finifhed all that was necef- 
fary for me to,do, on the 2d of Auguft 1801, I took, per- 
haps, my laft farewell of the Brethren ; and failed out of the 
bay for Ulictea, to make Topcoha, the Chief, a prefent, being 
prefied thereto by Pomarre. From Ulietea, I failed for the 
Navigators Iflands, where the people are more in a ftate of 
nature than at the Friendly or Society Iflands. They were 
more intent on thieving than trading ; and though they feem 
to be poffefled of plenty, they brought little to the fhip. 
From them I paffed in fight of the Traitors’ Iflands ; and on 
the 21ft of Auguft anchored in the harbour of Vavow, one 
of the Friendly Iflands ; andfound that the war, in which 
the Brethren fell, continued to rage as violently as ever; and 
had reduced the ‘people to a ftarving condition, I was in- 
formed that no refpectable Chiefs remained at Tongataboo ; 
that they were either killed, or had fled to other iflands for 
fafety. Lukalalla, who refides at Harby, has the flrongeft 

arty. He is the only Chief of confequence that has wea- 
thered the ftorm. All the northern iflands have fubmitted 
to him; but the inhabitants of Tongataboo will neither ac- 
knowledge him,’nor fuffer his adherents toland there ; there- 
fore the war continues. Cultivation is negleéted. There 
were neither yamsnor plantains (their ftaff of life) at Vavow, 
nor a fingle hog on the ifland; they had deftroyed them en- 
tirely ; and though I left them a breed, they are fo much in 
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want of food, that I have no doubt of their eating them ; for 
the adverfe parties actually kill and eat each other! An Ota- 
heitan (one of Otoo’s fervants) had been left at thefe iflands 
by a whaler ; and not being ufed to fuch hard living, begged 
earneftly for me to take him on board : to which in gratitude 
to his country, I confented. He reported their being Can- 
nibals ; and faid, he had often feen them eating men. On 
the 25th I weighed, and was failing out of the harbour, when 
a large failing canoe arrived from Hapae, or Harby, and 
and feeing one like a Kuropean on board of it, I fent a boat, 
which they endeavoured to avoid ; but the man leaped into 
the fea, and fwam to us, and proved to be Mr. George 
Veefon. He differed little from a native in any thing, and 
could hardly be perfuaded to fpeak Englifh. His acceunt 
confirmed all that I had heard before of the ftate of Tonga- 
taboo, and faid it would be of no ufe to go there, as none of 
the Chiefs were left ; that the people were fo miferably poor, 
I could get no fupplies for either the crew or the ftock. I 
would, however, have gone, but the enfuing night proving 
tempeftuous, and the wind contrary, I bore up, aad fhaped 
a courfe towards China. Mr. Veefon came away with me. 
He reprefented himfelf in continual danger of his life ; and 
faid, ‘That he was certain, that had he not got into the fhip’s 
boat, they would have killed him to prevent his coming to 
{peak againft them. From Vavow, I paffed the iflands of 
I.atte, Amargura, Onooatow, where I {pent a day ; and on 
the 31ft fell in with the Hoorn Iflands, and Continued near 
them five days. Thefe were difcovered_ by Schouten and 
L’ Maire in 1616, and had not been feen fince. They af- 
forded me plenty of provifions. A Chief from Tongataboo 
had taken refuge here. Veefon knew him ; and but for this 
man, myfelf and a boat’s crew had been cut off, when bar- 
tering with the natives. I next faw the ifland of Rotumah, 
which was the laft, till we came in fight.of Tinian and Say- 
pan, between which as we pafled, we beheld more than 1000 
cattle feeding on the former, and afew on the latter. On 
the 17th of Odober, I arrived in Canton river, all well ; nos 
having loft a man, by ficknefs, from the time of leaving Port 
Jackfon ; for which mercy,—for many that I have omitted 
in ‘this long letter, and for fignal prefervations of myfelf 
and thofe under my care,—to the Lord and Giver of Life, 
the Over-ruler of all events, my everlafting praife is due. 
It hath pleafed him eventually to profper his work in my 
hands, who am fo unworthy, that the wife and the pious will 
he hereby conftrained to confider it a mark of his gracious. 
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approbation of their efforts, to communicate the knowledge 
of his mercy and goodnefs to thefe diftant reigons of the 
earth. Great indeed is the undertaking ; and as the fcene 
is fodiftant, great difficulties will long attend it. It willre- 
quire great faith and much perfeverance in all who have put 
their hands to this plough, whether Supporters, Directors, 
or Miffionaries, before their eyes or ears fhall be gladdened 
with the pleafurable fruits of their labours: but, if I may be 
allowed to ufe atext to exprefs my opinion, I believe, 
“they fhall reap in due time, if they faint not.” 

I feel pained, Sir, for troubling you with fo long a letter: 
but, before I clofe it, beg leave to fay, that, I hope, none 
of the Dire@ors will think my going to New Zealand detri- 
mental to their affairs; for, though it prevented the Brethren 
from joining thofe at Otaheite fooner, they certainly de- 
rived advantages from the expedition: befides gaining a 
more enlarged acquaintance with the Heathen character, 
and obferving the effect of foil and climate on the human 
mind and frame, they will be enabled to make fuch compa- 
rifons as may reconcile them to. the place in which Provi- 
dence has placed them. Otaheite not only produces food 
more abundantly than any in this quarter ; but its inhabitants 


“are more mild, generous, and hofpitable, and have fewer 


horrid cuftoms,—as Cannibalifm, human facrifices, and ex- 
terminating wars,—than the reft in this fea. ‘The New Hol- 
landers are wretches, driven forth from among men: they 
are belowa ftate of natare many degrees. The New Zea- 
landers fleep on their patoo and {pear ; ; and to repel or de- 
ftroy each other, feems chiefly to occupy their thoughts ; 
and the Friendly Iflanders are at prefent much like them. 
Pleafe to prefent my beft refpects to the Directors. Per- 
haps, before you have time to read this, I fhall have the 
pleafure of putting the Brethren’s Jour nals and Letters into 
their hands ; and as, I underftand, great care has been ob- 
ferv ed, by Mr. Jefferfon, in keeping ¢hat for Otaheite, I 
hope, it wiil be a good guide for future meafures. With my 
beft refpeéts to Mrs. Hardcaftle and family, I beg leave to 
fubfcribe myfelf, 
Dear Sir, 
Your obedient fervant, 
. . Wm. WILSON. 
Royal Admiral, at Sea, 
March 15, 1802. 











—— @ aaa 


To the Rev. Fohn Eyre, London. 


Dear and Rey. Sir; my honoured Father in the Gof- 
pel of Jefus Chrift, 


ITH pleafure I avail myfelf of the kindnefs of Capt. 

Wilfon, who hath promifed to difpatch this by the 
firft opportunity, with his private letters. Suffice it in this 
tofay, dear Sir, that, notwithftanding your many fears, 
and the many falfe and prejudicial reports concerning 
our fafety, we are, to the praife and glory of God’s good- 
nefs, in prefent peace and fafety, enjoying every temporal 
favour and fpiritual privilege which comports with our fitua- 
tion and character. 

Yefterday, after my letter for you was packed up in the 

cafe, I took in my hand vol. vii. pf the Evangelical Maga- 
zine, in which I faw the public letter fent by the Brethren 
at Port Jackfon; and was amazed when I faw how very un- 
juftly matters here, and the caute of their departure, were 
ftated. AsI have written more largely of affairs in my 
other letter, entering into particulars here is unneceflary, 
and, as my time is fhort,,impracticable. I intend, as I 
have an opportunity, to fend an exact copy of my other by 
his Majefty’s fhip Porpoife, which will fail far Port Jack- 
fon in a few days. : 

To come, dear Sir, to the particular intention of thefe 
few hafty lines :—From a general, yea, an united perfua- 
fion of the fafety and fpecial benefit which will, we truft, 
accrue from an addition to our number, we have written for 
a reinforcement; not to render us more fafe, either in our 
perfons or property, but forthe benefit of this and the neigh- 
bouring iflands. This will, we trufl, agree with the origi- 
nal intention and fcheme of our dear, zealous, and venera- 
ble father, Dr. Haweis, who, with yourfelf, my honored fa- 
ther and friend, was for all the Miffionaries to féttle on this 
Ifland. Be not difcouraged by the fhocking affair which 
took place at Tongataboo. Confider how widely different 
our fituation has been at Otaheite from that of our dear 
Brethren there. There is an almoft unpardonable flander 
concerning Pomaree, in the public letter fent from Port 
Jackfon. Though we cannot rank a poor Pagan’s motives 
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with a Chriftian’s, yet he is, beyond expetation, our pro- 
tector: he never has expreffed a wifh for our private pro- 
perty ; and though he has frequently come to us, afking for 
prefents, we have been at liberty to deny when we thought 
proper, without any hazard to our fafety. He is more and 
more convinced that we are his friends ; and he and Iddea 
come into our apartments more like our fubjeéts than our 
lords. As we have, from experience and judgment fome- 
what mature, recommended twenty or thirty to join us, the 
greateft part families, I here take the liberty, dear Sir, to 
recommend, ifhe fhould make application, my dear, known, 
and faithiul, friend and brother, Mr. Bowen; I fhuuld be 
happy to have him here to labour in the Lord’s vineyard. 
But I pray to fubmit to our Heavenly Father this and every 
relative and perfonal concern ; to whofe f{pecial direction I 
recommend you dear Sir, and yours, in every relation. 
My dear wife (whofe reafon for flaying is very falfely repre- 
fented in the letter from Port Jackion) joins with myfelf in 
acknowledging to be yours in duty, love, and affection. 
Mrs. E. defires her moit fincere love may be given to Mrs. 
Eyre, and acknowledges the claim which fhe, and the la- 
dies who interefted themfelves on her behalf, have upon 
her, never to forget, but always to acknowledge their ve- 
ry generous concern which was fo kindly fhewn towards 
her. Permit me, dear Sir, to fubfcribe myfelf inviolably 
yours, . 
In the beft bonds, 
J. EYRE. 


Matavai, Aug. 1, 1801. 






MISSIONARY COLLECTIONS. 


Rev. Mr. Sloper and Friends, Devizes {.10 00 
Rey. Jos. Walker and ditto, Peppard 1 11 6 
Colleétion at Kelfo, North Britain 12 13 0 


Rev. J? Walfon and Congregation, Market Drayton 12 12 @ 
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AFRICAN MISSION. 
Letters from Dr. Vanderkemp. 
Graaff Reinet, Feb. 1, 1802. 
Dear Sir, and beloved Brother in our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
HE kindnefs of Mr. Brefler, Landdroft of this colony, 


gives me an opportunity of fending the inclofed jour-: 


nal, from Oétober 6 to December 1801, to the Cape; to 
which I have annexed a copy of the firft lines of a Plan for 
the Miffionary fettlement, which General Dundas has been 
pleafed to approve, as you will fee by the copy of his Excel- 
lency’s anfwer to my letter ; and I requeft you to commu- 
nicate thefe papers to the Directors of the Miffionary Soci- 
ety. 
His Excellency continues to favour our defign with his 
protection ; but though his Excellency, by feveral fubfe- 
quent letters, has urged, as much as poffible, the {peedy ex- 
ecution of his plan, and fent a fhip with provifion, for the 
ule of the fettlement, to Algoa-bay ; promifing, at the fame 
time, to fend the materials, utenfils, and inftruments, 
which we ftand in need of as a prefent for the new inftitu- 
tion,—feveral obftacles, arifing partly from the difturban- 
ces in the colony, and partly from the uncertainty in which 
we are hitherto involved, in refpect to what power the fo- 
vereignty of this country fhall, by the definitive treaty of 
peace, be allotted ; on which account, the Governor confi- 
ders it advifeable to poftpone the final adjuftment of the pro- 
pofed Hottentot eftablifhment till the conclufion and ratifi- 
cation of that treaty. His Excellency, however, recom- 
mends us, in the ftrongeft terms, to continue the inftruction 
of this people in the neighbourhood of Graaff Reinet, and 
to tranfport thofe who cannot be kept conveniéntly here, to 
Algoa-bay ; referring us, in this refpeét, to Major Sher- 
leck, commanding-officer in this colony, who has already 
offered to facilitate our proceedings, by giving us every af- 
fiftance and protection. It will, perhaps, not be amifs, if 
the Diredtors fhould think proper, to fignify their gratitude 
in an addrefs to Governor Dundas, on account of his bene- 
volent and liberal conduct; and alfo to Mr. Maynier, 
Member of the Court of Juftice, and Commiffioner of Go- 
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vernment, who made to the Society a prefent of all the corn 
which he had in the field at Graaff Reinet. 

If it pleafe the Lord to make us fuccefsful in the execu. 
tion of this laft plan, it will require confiderable expence, 
the reimburfement of which is very precarious and uncer- 
tain! we wilh, therefore, that the Directors will favour us 
with their intiructions, by which we may be regulated ; chief- 
ly in refpe& to the fum of money which they may intend to 
devote to this work, and the general direétions of it. As 
to the money, it is, [ think, tor the prefent, and without 
mezking an actual experiment, impoflible to eftimate the ex- 
pence ; I can only fuggeft two or three obfervations, which 
may give fome affiftance in forminga rough calculation :—A 
Hottentot family, which I fuppofe to confift of a man, wo- 
man, and five children, may live upon the milk of four 
cows, a fheep anda half, and forty-two pounds of bread 
every week. A cowis, at prefent, fold for eight or twelve 
rix-dollars ; a fheep for two: moft of the Hottentots have 
one or more cows, and a few fheep of theirown. We pa 
to a Hottentot for a day’s work, one fhilling (two fhillings 
Dutch) befides his victuals. ‘The hut in which a Hottentot 
may live, cofts him nothing. Brick and mafon’s work coft 
nothing, except the pay of the workmen, and a waggon, 
with oxen, to fetch the wood and clay, &c. to form and 
burn the bricks. Timber for building is enormoufly dear, 
unlefs we live near a wood, where timber may be cut freely ; 
which is not the cafe near Graaff Reinet ; and iron work is 
{till dearer. 

Satan ftruggles very hard to keep the Gofpel of Chrift 
from the Heathen; but his artifices and delufions are not 
unknown to us, I doubt not but he employs not only his 
own flaves in this work, but he perverts alfo the pious inten- 
tions of the children of God, and caufes them to affift him 
in executing his wicked defigns, making them, in the mean 
time, believe that they greatly ferve the caufe of God. O! 
that the London Directors may be kept upon their guard 
againft thefe delufions ! O! for a few faithful minifters like 
my dear Brother Read, who will deyote themfelves to go 
ftraight-way to the helplefs Heathen, and not give ear to the 
enchantment of thofe who may endeavour to diffuade their 
labours from thefe objeéts which call for our immediate 
help, under the fpecious pretext of labouring where fuffhi- 
cient means of inftruction and grace are already, by God's 
providence, provided, : | 
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Recommending my Brethren and myfelf in your earneft 
prayer, particularly that we may be kept immoveable 
again{t the machinations of the Devil, I am, with the fin- 
cerett refpedct, 

Dear Sir, and beloved brother in Chrift, 
your affectionate Brother and Servant, 
J. F. VANDERKEMP. 


Bota’s Place, near Alzoa Bay, March 19, 1802. 


Much refpeéted and beloved Fathers and Brothers in 
Chrift. . 


A> the Dragoon, who isto carry our letters from Fort 
Frederick to Graaff Reinet, is detaineda day longer than 
we expected, I embrace this opportunity to add a few lines to 
the full account which our Brother Read has given you of 
our prefent circumftances :—It is uncertain if we fhall ftop 
in this place, as it feems of important ufe for Fort; Frede- 
rick, on account of the timber, lime, and pafture which it af- 
fords: but it is probabie that Government will either give it 
up for our eftablifhment, or affign us another place in its 
vicinity. However that may be, we fhall endeavour to fix 
it in the neighbourhood of Algoa Bay (the fituation of which 
you may learn from Barrow’s Map); and this will afford 
you an excellent opportunity of fending Miffionary Ships 
immediately to us, without touching at the Cape, either 
with articles for the intended Hottentot village, or with 
Miffionaries for the remoter parts of Africa, and Madagaf- 
car; which ifland I hope continues ftill to be an object of 
your attention. In ere¢ting this fettlement, you may be af- 
fured that we fhall keep the pecuniary interefts of the foci- 
ety as much as poifibie at heart. We have inculcated it up- 
on our people, thatall which is neceflary for their eftablifh- 
ment and fubfiflence, ought to be the produd& of their own 
labour, except tools, aad the iron-work neceflary for build- 
ing, &c. I have taken the liberty to lay a confiderable por- 
tion of them upon the fhoulders of the Governor, encou- 
raged by his Excellency’s liberal and voluntary offerings $ 
and I fhall annex the lift of them, in detail, to this Letter, 
Though we expect (if the Lord blefs us) that afterwards your 
Miflionaries, employed in this fettlement, may live upon 
the produce of their own induftry, the prefent circumfltans 
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ees of Brother Read feem to require an annual pecuniary af- 
fiftance out of the Fund of your Society: he has only 
drawn, when at the Cape, 100 Rix-dollars (at four fhillings) 
upon your account ; of thefe he has {till fixty in hand ; and 
I requeft you to determine in what manner this purpofe may 
be heft anfwered. To authorife him to draw a certain fum, 
anrually, upon the Cape Society, may, perhaps, be looked 
upon as the moft convenient. Brother Vander Lingen we 
have left at Graaff Reinet, with about fixty Hottentots, up- 
on.a {mall piece of ground, given, by the Commiflioner 
Maynier, to your Society (2,660 feet long, and 537 broad). 
Time only will difcover if it will be advifeable to keep up 
this feparate eftablifhment, or to incorporate it with our 
new Inftitution. For the prefent, we are entirely fepara- 
ted; and Brother Vander Lingen, as we fuppofe, will him- 
felf write to you, refpeting the money required for his fub- 
fiftence, and the expences of his Miffion. The Plan of our 
Inftitution, of which Mr. Read, in his Letter, fpeaks, I 
have fent you, in my Journals of the 31ft of January. It is 
evident that the Lord iscarrying on a great work among the 
Hottentot nation ; and we thank his name that it had pleaf- 
ed him to make us, in fome degree his inftruments in the 
execution of it. The work is arduous, and the oppofition 
ftrong ; but if the Lord be our help, the end will be glori- 
ous, and the reward exceeding great. Iam, with the ut- 
molt relpet and fraternal love, 
Dear Brethren and Fathers in Chrift, 
Your affe€tionate Brother and 
Servant in Chrift Jefus. 


J. F. VANDERKEMP. 
—— @ aae——— 


ON SERIOUSNESS, 


J OW thall we defcribe the nature of true seriousness ? 

It is effentially different from gloom or melancholy ; 

and yet, how often is it fo called, or rather muzscalled, by the 
world! Many, efpecially young perfons, are in much dap- 
ger, by the too current opinion of men in general, that an 
habitually ferious frame of mind is utterly incompatible 
with happinefs. It is, indeed, incompatible with feeking 
all our felicity in the toys and trifles that furround and 
taking up our reft here; but it is by no means incomhftent 
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with the true and rational enjoyment of the various gifts of 
God. 
True ferioufnefs may be faid to confift in an habitual re- 
‘ colleétion of the importance and nearnefs of eternal objects, 
and a fenfe of our intereft in them; a regard to the omni- 
prefence of God, as our conftant obferver ; a fuitable impref- 
fion of our fpiritual danger, arifing from various caufes; a 
fympathetic feeling for the mifery of others ; and a prevail- 
ing defire to walk before the Lord in all “ goodnefs, and 
‘“ righteoufnefs, and truth.” A fpirit of levity and trifling 
ftands direétly oppefed to all thefe. Perfons of this difpo- 
fition cannot take pleafure in the contemplation of eternal 
realities ; their hopes, their joys, their purfuits, their 
defires, and their fears, are all bounded by time; ‘‘God is 
‘“‘ not in all their thoughts ;” they dread his omniprefence, 
and delight in none of his fublime perfeétions ; yet, infen- 
fible of their danger, they walk, carelefs and fecure, on the 
brink of an awful precipice ! 

How frequently is ferioufnefs inculcated in the Scrip- 
ture, under the terms watchfulness and sobriety ; which lat- 
ter term has doubtlefs a more extenfive meaning than mere 
temperance in meat and drink*, What is faid refpecting 
mirth, in Scripture, recommends ferioufnefst ; “ The heart 
of fools is in the houfe of mirth ;” but “It is better to go to 
the houfe of mourning than to the houfe of feaftingf.” For 
what are all the various diverfions and amufements, which 
are every where to be met with, but to countera¢ct feriouf- 
nefs and promote levity !—But the end of all fuch mirth is 
heavinefs. 

Let none fuppofe we are {peaking againft real jay. “ True 
joy,” (laid a heathen) “is a very ferious thing.” . The fe- 
rioufnefs we would recommend, will promote and ftrength- 
en it: and all other joy is vain, empty, and delufive. 
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** Can joy unbottom’d in refleCtion ftand ? 

** And in a tempett can reflection live ? 

** Can joy like this fecure itfelf an hour ? 

** Can joy like this meet accident unfhock’d ! 

*¢ Or ope the door to honeft poverty ? 

** Or talk with threat’ning Death, and not turn pale ? 
‘© In fuch a world, and fuch a nature, thefe 

“ Are needful fundamentals of delight ; 










*1 Thes. 0. 6,8. Titus i#.2,4. 1 Pet. i. 139. 7.0. 8. 
+t Prov. xiv. 13. $ Fam. iv. 9, 10m, 5. 
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« Thefe fundamentals give delight indeed ! 
“ Delight, pure, delicate, and durable ;— 
“ Delight unihaken, mafculine, divine ; 
“ A conftant, and a found, but serious joy.” 
Younc’s Nicut TuoucutTs.s 


A period is fwiftly approaching when we must be serious. 
Sicknefs and death will come» And fhall we live the lefs 
comfortably by being prepared for their approach? Let the 
world deride us as melancholy, we have ajoy which no man 
taketh from us; for if God giveth quietnefs, who can caufe 
trouble? 

‘‘T have fomewhere read of one” (fays Mr. Henry) 
“that had been a great courtier and ftatefman in Queen 
Elizabeth’s time, I think it was Secretary Walfingham : 
that in his advanced years he retired into privacy in the 
country, whither fome of his pleafant companions came to 
fee him, and told him he was melancholy. “ No ;” faid 
he, “* Jam serious ; and it is fit I thould be fo, for all are 
ferious round about us ; and why then fhould not youjand 
I be ferious? God is ferious in obferving of us—Chrift is 
ferious in interceding for us—the Holy Spirit is ferious in 
ftriving with us. ‘The truths of God are ferious truths ;— 
his laws, his promifes, his threatenings, all ferious ;—angels 
are ferious in their adminiltration to us,—our-{piritual ene- 
mies ferious in their attempts againft us,—glorified faints 
are ferious in the embraces of, divine love,—poor damned 
finners cannct but be ferious under the pourings out of di- 
vine wrath ; and we ourfelves fhall be ferious fhortly.” 

This fubje&t comes recommended to us by the beft ex- 
amples. ‘The wifeft and beft of men in all ages have been 
ferious characters. ‘* Search and fee” in the Scriptures, if 


the holy men, whofe lives are there recorded, were not fe- 
rious.e-Yes ; and our divine Mafter himfelf, was “‘a man 
of forrows ;” ‘and grief, was his acquaintance. He wept over 
Lazarus ; and it was faid of him, ‘* Many have feen him 
weep, but none ever faw him laugh.” Let fuch examples 


influence us, and may it be our prayer, 
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* O Gods, mine inmoft foul convert, 

“ And deeply on my thoughtlefs heart 
“ Eternal things imprefs ! 

“¢ Give me to feel their folemn weight, 

“ And tremble on the brink of Fate *, 
“ And wake to righteoufnefs :” 


Westminster. me. _; 


LETTER OF THE LATE REV. MR. DOLMAN, 


Vicar of Chalk, and rectot of St. fames’s Isle of 
Grains, Kent, and Vicar of Little Brickell, 
Bucks, to his curate, the Rev. Mr. D——, who 
was just ordained to one of bis curacies: 


apleh i. 
eae 


Rev. 818, 


As Providence has’ placed you in fo near a connexion 
with me, and in fo facred an employ, I offer no other 
apology for thus addreffing you: I do not mean to write 
to you as one of my family, much lefs as my fervant; but 
as a fellow-labourer in the fame important work with my- 
felf. I ftand anfwerable to God, Sir, for employing you ; 
you are accountable to God, to me; and to your own con- 
icience, in the difcharge of that work in which God and E 
have employed you. The fouls amongft whom you labour; 
are God’s property, and my charge. They are the pur- 
chafe of Chrift’s blood, and are his jewels. [have nty tem- 
porals of them, and I mutt fee that they have {piritual things 
of me, and of thofe whom I depute to initruct them in my 
ftead. This, Sir, is enough to convince, youy that I have 


* I hope to be extused for troubling the reader with an explana- 
tion of the word fate, extracted from the Lock Chapel Collection 
of Hymns, which many may not have seen; it follows the Hymn 
from which this verse is selected. : 

“ I am glad of an opportunity to rescué this significant word out 
of the hands of infidels, who use it, together with luck, fortune; 
chance, deftiny, to promote their favourite scheme of excluding 
the particular providence of the Wise Disposer of ail events from 
the government of the affairs of men: 

You. Il: M 
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a tight to know what fort of fpiritual food you intend to fet 
before them from time to time. I have many years-ago 
adopted the following Scripture for my motto :—* I preach 

“not myfelf, but Chrift Jefus the Lord; and myfelf your 
“ fervant, for Chrift’s fake.”—May it be praétically yours ! 

To preach ourfelves, Sir, is, I think, for a preacher to 
run before he is fent. There are fuch in our days. But, 
the queftion is, Who they are who may be properly faid 
to be fent? Some fay, thofe only who have gone through 
a regular courfe of univerfity education, and are epifcopaily 
ordained. Others, that they are fuch as have been ap- 
proved and authorized by the Prefb; tery : while yet others 
fay, they are men chofen out of a particular church, and 
by them fent forth to preach ; or called tothe paftoral office 
over themfelves. Now this may be true, in a fenfe, re- 
p Sipe. all the three modes juft mentioned, and yet none of 

em be called of God ; or, to ufe the ariwer which you 
made to the Bifhop laft Sunday morning, none of them may 

be inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoft to take this office u 
on them.—May your life and doétrine, and your fuccefs in 
the work, prove, that you {poke the truth, and did not lie, 
when you anfwered that queftion ! 

* Alas, Sir, they are not all called of God who wear the 
habit. €an you fuppofe, Sir, that a gentleman who de- 
lights in a fine garden, wherein are a vaft number of the 
choiceft flowers, which he has collected at a great expence, 
and arranged with much care,—can we fuppofe he would 
employ a man who had no judgment to manage it? or one 
who is idle, wafting his time in gaming, fporting, and 


‘drinking? Can we fuppofe, that a farmer will purchafe 


‘¢ But the word fate [fatum] signifies, what is fpoken ; from 
the Latin word fari, to speak. Fate then eminently relates to 
what hath been spoken by the Most High God. So Minutius 
Felix, that able lawyer and great scholar, in St. Cyprian’s time, 
says, Nihil alinud eft fatem quam quod de unoquoque noftrum 
Deus fatus eft ;—* Fate is nothing else than what God hath spo- 
ken concerning every one of us.” .Even the Heathens had this 
idea of it ; for, says Statius, Fatum eft quod Dii fantur ;— 
“ Fate.is that which the gods speak.” In this truly Christian 
and excellent hymn, the word fate may be supposed to relate to the 
ewful word which God spake, when he declared to fallen man, 
«6 Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”’ (Gen. iii. 19.) 
In this view, the word Fate may properly signify Death; and 
diseases may be said to appear more or less fatal, as they seem 
more or less likely to fulfil God’s word, by bringing us to the dust, 
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a flock of theep, and give them upto the management 
of a perfon, whom he knows to have neither {kill nor 
concern for feeding and taking care of them? How 
then can we fuppofe that God, who has purchafed fouls 
with the blood of Jefus Chrift, who wants them to be fed 
and led into the way of eternal life, will put them under 
the care of a man ignorant of the worth of fuch fouls! A 
man ignorant of his own ftate, a drunkard, a_pleafure-ta- 
ker, a hatet of God and holinefs! Alas, Sir, there are 
fuch minifters in this kingdom, who have been called and 
fet apart for fanétuary-fervice in each of the above denomi- 
nations. 

To preach ourfelves, is alfo to preach fo as to difplay to 
the people our own learning. O what pride is here | Chrift 
has nothing to do in fuch fermons; thofe who do fo, are 
generally the moft deftitute of literature, and know nothing 
of God’s teaching. To preach ourfelves, may be to preach 
up our own opinions, expofing every one to the fevereft 
cenfures who efpoufes the fentiments we reject. But there 
is yet another fenfe in which a man may be faid to preach 
himfelf; which, I think, is feldom taken notice of; I mean, 
a preacher holding up his own experience as the ftandard, 
up to which ail muit come, and from which none-muft de- 
viaie. That all true religion is experimental I readily al- 
low, but that all experience is ftrictly fcriptural, or Gofpel- 
experience, I as readily deny. God deals varioufly with 
us, according to infinite wifdom. There are many who, 
inflead of their bringing their experience to the Gofpel, are 
reducing the Gofpel to their experience ; and itis Owing to 
this, that fo many things are faid concerning the: believing 
foul, and its way to glory, whichare unfcriptural, and tend 
to diftrefs poor oppreffed Chriftians. Thisis too much the 
method of even fome popular preachers, who make the w 
to Heaven dark and difmal; a road of pain and diftrefs, of 
doubts and fears! O, Sir, beware of this! If you find any 
poor fheep entangled amongft the brambles of mount Sinai, 
difentangle them ; loofe them, and let them go; but do not 
bring them back again there: donot bring any of the lambs 
of your flock there. Point diftreffed fouls to Jefus, who is 


able, and willing, and ready to deliver them, Many poor 


young converts may you rob of comfort, by telling them 
they mutt travel through the dreary wildernefs of . tempta- 
tion, muft pafs the Red Sea of perfecution ; that with heads 
bowed down, like the bulrufh, they muft walk in darknefs, 
and fee no. light; muft have the lion, the bear, and the 
wolf, let loofe upon them. But is this to reprefent Wif- 
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dom’s ways as ways of pleafantnefs, and her paths as paths 
of peace! It is certain the Chriftian muft take up his crofs 
daily, and follow Chrif€: that finful feif muft be denied; 
the right eye muft be plucked out, and the right hand cut 
off: that he muft forfake all, and follow Chritt wherefoever 
he in providence leads him: but it is equally certain, that 
he who calls him to this, and who leads him, will alfo give 
him ftrength for the day of exercife ; yea, will ftrengthen 
him with all ftrength in the inner man, | My dear Sir, learn 


to divide the word of God aright, and give to every man » 


his portion in due feafon. 

We preach ourfelves, and not Chrift our Mafter, when 
we venture into the pulpit, trufting to our own preparations, 
ingenioufly put together, and depending upon our method 
atid our memory for corre¢inefs ; or upon ou: pathos and 
energy to command the attention and the paflions of the con- 
gregation, together witha little admiration from the crowd. 
' ‘Whenever you find fuch difpofitions as theft (God forbid 
you fhould ever try the practice) then you are tempted to 
preach your own dearly beloved felf and not Chrift Jefus the 
Lord. But to exalt Jefus, we mutt learn to find out the fin- 
ner, and (if you will allow me the phrafe) ferret him out of 
all his hiding-places ; lay fiege to all his forts ; force him out 
t6 the combat in the open field. If Satan thews him all the 
glories of the world, do you thew him all the vanity, emp- 
tinefs, and deceitfulnefs of it ; and while with your tongue 
you are labouring to convince his underftanding, pray in 
faith that the Spirit of God may convert his foul. Set be- 
fore him light and darknefs, life and death, heaven and hell. 
Strive to make your audience follow you in all your de- 
{criptions, and labour to affeét their hearts. 1 would advife 
you, Sir, to preach a leéture, with a clofe application to 
yourtlelt frequently. Preach your next intended fermon to 
yourfelf in your fludy, in the prefence of God, before you 
deliver it to your congregation: and then, while feeding 


others, expeét and look for fome food for yourfelf. O it is | 


{weet preaching, when we are feafting ourftlves upon thofe 
very truths we are holding up to others! =. 

_ I will give you four themes to preach upon: firft, In the 
fludy, to yourfelf; fecondly, Im the pulpit, to the congre- 
gation. 1. What am I by nature? 2. What am I by grace? 
3. What was I in my firft birth? 4. What am I now in 
my fecond birth ?—Every clergyman fhould preach. thefe 
four leétures over and over to himfelf, before he applies 


for holy orders ; and’if he does not, and cannot do. this, . 


holy orders never can make a good preacher ; nor will they 
wake the man holy in either heart, life, or converfation, 
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‘(have read of one of the fathers, “ that he thunderéd in 

his preaching, and lightened in his }ife.”——May my curate 
. do fo likewife. ' 

‘There are three books which I have found of great ufe to 
me in preaching Chrift. 1. Dr. Jennings on preaching” 
Chrift.—2. Richard Baxter’s Reformed Paftor—(while 
réading this, my very flefh has moved on my bones, and > 
my blood thrilled in my veins. No matter if he was not 
ofthodox to the bone: TI believe he wasfo in heart and 
foul, as it refpeCted love and zeal for Chrift and the fouls - 
of men.)—3. Dr. Mather’s Advice to his Son, refpecting™ 
the Miniftry called (The angels preparing to found the 
trumpets.) You fay you never faw Dr. South’s fermons: 
“- following hints are from one of them, upon preaching 
Chrift. 

Chrift has a fourfold relation to preaching : 

1. He is the text; and all preaching befide Chrift, is be- 
fide the text ; therefore, keep to your text. 

2. Chrift is the very foundation and fubjeét-matter of 
preaching ; and all preaching without Chrift, is building caf. 
ties in the air. : 

3. Chrift is the life and foul of preaching ; .and all 
preaching without him, is like a body without life and {pi . 
rit. 

4. Chrift is the great end of preaching ; preaching is to~ 
manifeft his glory ; and when Chrift is not preached, the 
great end is lott. ’ | 

Let the following confiderations induce you with your ~ 
whole heart, foul, and body, to preach Chrift faithfully :— __ 
1. Your own declaration and vows laft Sunday at the altar, 
wken you received holy orders in the folema prefence of © 
God and man. | 

2. The worth of every one of thofe fouls to whom you 
preach: look on them ; every one of them will witnefs for 
or againft you in the great day. 

8. View the awful ftate of fallen man ; your Matfter piti- 
ed them, paid their debts, has provided mercy and patdon 
for them, and has fent you to declare it, to perfuade them 
to recéive it, and give in your own evidence to the truth of ., 
it. Do it, Sir; do it faithfully. Suits 

4. Behold the languid ftate of religion! Strive to revive ~ 
it: begin with yourfelf. writes nel 

5. Your fhining as a bright ftar in glory, having, through 
grace aie inftrumental in turning many from fin to right- 
eoulnels, ' . 
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Once more, dear Sir, permit me to intreat you to beg of 
God, that, by his good Spirit, you may be inftrudted to 
preach Chrift, foas ¥o profit the church of God; and for 
that end, labour to preach Chrifl judicioufly, fcripturally, 
experimentally, zealoufly, affeétionately, and plainly. Set 
him forth in his everlafting love to loft man, in his cove- 
nant-engagements to finners, his fatisfying the juttice of God 
for an elect world, his faithfulnefs in calling, converting and 

doning rebel finners, and in keeping them through life 
and death. Set forth the great Matter in all his offices and 
charaéters, in which he ftands related to finners; fet him 
forth in all his perfections and glory. 

Now, Sir, ‘what do you think of preaching Chrift? If 
you are determined to feed the flock of God, and to deliver 
your own foul, 

Iam, Sir, 
Your real friend and fellow-labourer, 
J. D. 


ON CHRIST’S WASHING THE DISCIPLES’ FEET. 


JOHN XIII. 


cps fignificant action, fo full of kindnefs and conde- 
fcenfion on the part of our Saviour, is recorded for our 
example. Happy fhall we be, if we truly copy it. Here is 
ro affectation of humility, but humility itfelf ; nor is it per- 
formed as a mere ceremony,—but to teach us, “ In love to 
ferye one another,” its being done at atime when “ Jefus 
“ knew that his hour was come ; that he fhould depart out 
‘of this world unto the Father,” renders it additionally 
impreflive. It was the fame night in which he was betray- 
ed ; a night in which it might have been thought, his own 
approaching trials would have engroffed his whole attention: 
yet then, he was fully employed in behalf of others; fetting 
an example of brotherly affection, ordaining a ftanding me- 
morial of his death, fortifying, by a fpeech full of unparal- 
leled confolation, the hearts ot his difciples, and commend- 
ing them to the care of God his Father. ‘* Surely, he hath 
‘borne our griefs, and carried our forrows ;” not only in 
making his foul an offering for fin, but in every ftep thatled 
on to that awful crifis. : 

_ Laying afide his garments, he took a towel, girded him- 
felf with it, poured the water into a bafon, and went frem 
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one to another, performing the work of a menial fervant. 
When it came to Peter’s turn, his feelings revolted at the 
idea. ‘“ Lord,” faith he, viewing Mis dignity on the one 
hand, and his own infignificancy on the other, ‘ doft ruou 
“ wath my feet?” Jefus anfwered, “ What I do, thou 
“ knowelt not now; but thou fhalt know hereafter :”—In- 
timating, that he had a reafon for fo doing; which, though 
jt might not be manifeft at prefent, would at a future time 
be rendered plain. ‘ Nay,” faith Peter, almoft indig- 
nantly, ‘thou fhalt never wafh my feet!” As though 
he had faid, ‘ This is too much; and what I can never fub- 
mit to !’ 

Jefus anfwered him, “ If I wath thee not, thou haf no 
“part with me.”——What! If he wafhed not his feet? No, 
his foul, from the pollution of fin. Tranfitions like this, 
from things natural to things f{piritual, were ufual with our 
Saviour. Thus, when he had healed a blind man, he took 
oceafion to obferve, “ For judgment I am come into this 
“ world, that they who fee not, may fee; and that they 
“who fee, may be made blind.” ‘The anfwer in the pre- 
fent inftance, was to this effect :—‘* Doft thou account it 
too great a ftoop for me to wath thy feet ? Let me tell 
thee, I muft ftoop lower than this, or woe be tothee! I 
muft cleanfe thee from a defilement much more loathfome 
than this, or thou canft have no part with me in my king- 
dom.” 

Peter perceiving now that he fpake of the purifying of his 
foul from fin, fuddenly changed his tone. ‘ Lord,” faith 
he, “not my feet only, but alfo my hands and my head. 
Q.d. If this be thy meaning, I know that I need to be 
cleanfed throughout. 

Jefus faith tohim, ‘* He that is wafhed, needeth not fave 
“to wath his feet}; but is clean every whit ; and ye are clean, 
“ but not all,” As it is fufficient for perfons who have bathed 
their bodies in the f{tream, to wath off the defilement attach- 
ed to their feet by walking on the fhore ; fo they that have 
believed in Chrift, fhall never come into condemnation, 
and need not the repetition of a pafling from death to life ; 
but merely an application for the pardon of their daily fins. 
Such was the character of all the difciples, except Judas, 
who, notwithftanding his profeflion, was yet in his fins. 

From this interefling converfation, we are taught feveral 
important truths, 

1. We may fin againft Chrift, under a fhow of modefty 
and reverence for his name. There is no doubt, but that 
Peter’s firft objetion {prang from thefe motives ; and had 
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he yielded to the firft anfwer, perhaps he had-béen blame- 
lefs ; but to refift, after he was afflured that his Lord had a 
good reafon for what he did, though he at prefent did not 
comprehend it, was fetting up his own wifdom and will 
againft his. Nor was this the firft inftance in which Peter 
was guilty of fodoings When our Saviour fpake of going 
up to Jerufalem, and of fuffering many things, and being 
killed, and rifing again the third day, he rebuked him, fay- 
ing, ** Be it far from thee; Lord ; this fhall not be unto thee.” 
In all this he favoured not the things that were of God, but 
the things that were of men.” ' 

There is much of this fpirit in our felf-righteous objecti- 
ons to the grace of the Gofpel, and felf-willed oppofitions 
to Chrift’s revealed will, One pleads, That falvation by 
mere grace is difhonourable to God’s moral government : 
but let him know, from the example of Peter, that theré 
may be a regard to Chrift’s honour, which he doth not re- 
quire at our hands ; and that we fhould a& much more be- 
coming by acquiefcing in his will, than by obtruding our 
OWN conceits in oppofition to it. Another alleges, It is too 
much for a finner fo unworthy as I am, to hope for fo great 
falvation. But can you do with lefs? and is it the compa- 
tatively worthy that mercy delighteth to honour? True wif- 
dom will fall in with that way of honouring God, which is 
revealed in the Gofpel: and genuine modefty will not dif- 
pute with the Saviour, but humbly take him at his word. 
And the fame fpirit that receives his grace without hefitati- 
on, will obey his precepts without delay: not afking why; 
or wherefore, the Lord requireth this, but accounting it our 
meat and drink to do his wills 

2. A cordial and praétical acquiefcence in the way of fal- 
vation, through the blood of Chrift, is neceflary to a partici- 
pation of hisbenefits. 1t may feem rather fingular, that Chrift 
thould fufpend his bleffing on his own adt—Jf I wash thee 
not, &c. but that aét fuppofes the concurrence of the party. 
He ftood ready to wafh Peter, and ftands ready to wath the 
fouleft of finners. If, therefore, they be not wafhed, it is 
owing to their preference of pollution, or their felf-righte- 
eus objections to the way of being cleanfed. To feel our- 
felves entirely polluted, and ready to perifh; to defpair of 
being cleanfed by any thing that we can perform, or work 
ourfelves up to ; to place no dependance on prayers or tears, 
on our bittereft repentance or moft unfeigned faith, confi- 
dered as atts of holinefs ; and to repair altogether, vile as 
we are, to the blood of Jefus, as to a fountain fet open for 
fin‘and for uncleannefs ; this. is the hinge of true religion ; 
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which, we fhall have no intereft with him in his benefits, 
hor portion with him in his heavenly kingdom. If we come 
not to him as polluted finners to be wathed, our iniquities 


‘are ftill upon our head; and if we die in this ftate, they 


will go down with us to the grave,—rife with us at the re- 
furrection,—be found upon us at judgment,—and for ever 
bar thofe gates againfl us, through which nothing: unclean 
canenter. In this cafe, fo far as we are concerned, the Sa- 
viour might as well have never come into the world, nor 
have laid down his life :—mnay, better ; for if our filthinefs 
be found upon us at the laft day, it will be the bittereft of all 
aggravations, that the kingdom of Chrift has been nigh 


unto us. 


3. Though the believer who hath paffed from death to 
life, fhall never come into condemnation; yet he fandeth 
in need of continual cleanfing from his daily defilements. 
The notion that it is inconfiftent for a believer to pray for 
the pardon of his fins, is contrary to the exprefs direCtions 
of Chrift, and to the examples of the godly in all ages. It 
belongs to a ‘* Life of Faith on the Son of God ;” and with- 
out it, whatever felf-flattering ideas we may ettertain, we 
are dead while we live ; and in whatever degree we come 
fhort of fuch a life; wearing away our tranfgreffions by for- 
getfulnefs, inftead of wafhing them away by repeated ap- 
plication to the blood of the crofs, we incur the difpleafure 
of Chrift, and forfake our own mercies. 


GAIUS. 


-~ —wap 5? ee 


ON THE INTEREST OF CHRIST: 





To the Editor: 
Dear Sir, 

\ \ J E have heard much of the death and funeral of Bigo- 

try ; and a certain facetious gentleman did her the 
honour of a funeral-hymn ; yet, I have lately been credibly 
informed, fhe is either {till alive, or, what is more to be re- 
gretted, has been raifed from the dead, and is now very bu- 
fy among various denominations of our fellow-chriftians. 

It is, indeed, eafy to deceive ourfelves that we are dead 
to the interefts of a party, while we are zealoufly purfuing 
it we + al hame. We may not profefs holtility to 
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any denomination of profeffing Chriftians; but, while we 
dignify our own connexion exclufively with the honourable 
name of the Jnterest of Christ, we fhall naturally look upon 
all others as rival, if not hoftile interefts. 

I truft, indeed, the Lord Jefus has an intereft among 
us all ; and that the Epifcopalian, the Diffenting, and the 
Methodift interefts are all, in a meafure, Curist’s. A 
thoufand accidental circumftances, more frequently than de- 
liberate enquiry, determine us to the one or the other, and 
we do well to feek to glorify God and do good in our own 
Iine ; but muft we therefore quarrel with our brethren? This, 
I prefume, is our infirmity ; and if it cannot be wholly cured 
in this imperfeét ftate, it fhould be remedied as far as pofli- 
ble, and our minds fortified againft it. With this view, 
fuffer me to offer a few hints, as fubjects of refleétion. 

1. Nointereft is ftriétly Chrift’s, but that of vital practi. 
cal religion. 

2. All our diftin& interefts are fo far Chrift’s as they pro- 
mote this great object, and no farther. 

3. Vital and practical religion is certainly to be found in 
moft denominations, at leaft of Proteftants ; and that, in 
more or lefs inftances, in a high and eminent degree. 

4, Different forms of religion may varioufly affect diffe- 
rent minds. It does not follow, that becaufe a particular 
form of prayer has an effe&t on my mind favourable to de- 
votion, by fixing my thoughts and aiding my expreffion, that 
therefore it would have the fame effect on my diffenting 
neighbour : his mind, in fome meafure, may be formed in 
another mould ; and he may find written forms like fetters 
to his devotion. 

Laftly. We fhould efiimate our differences in proporti- 
on as they affect the vitals of our religion. ‘To give an in- 
flance :— My clerical brother, at the next church, prays by 
the fame book that I do ; wears the fame robes ; and isa 
member of the fame eftablifhment: but then he degrades 
my adorable Redeemer, defpifes his precious atonement, 
derides the influence of his Holy Spirit; can I take this 
man into my bofom? can I bind him to my heart? Ah no ; 
our interefls are not only different; but they are eppolite, 
and it is in vain to talk of union. 

But here is my difflenting brother : it is true he will not 

ray from my book, nor wear my gown: he fits when I 
kneel, and differs from me in fome other forms: but then 
he loves and adores the fame Jesus—he trufts the fame 
atonement—he implores the fame Spirit—he preaches the 
fame gofpel, and aims at the fame end, the falvation of fin- 
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ners. In fhort, our object, our intereft, is but one— and 
that is CurisT ; and if either ot our labours fhall be blefled 
to the convertion of a finner, God forbid we fhould quarrel, 
‘whether he fhail goto the fteeple-houfe or meeting-houfe ! 


Yours, &c. 
CLERICUS. 
——wD >: ae 


THE TRUE VINE. 
JouN Xv. 


OW beautifully,” faid Juvenis to Eufebius, “how 
beautifully does that vine fhoot its branches around 
the window oi your itudy ! and, what is beft, its bloffoms 
feem to promife you a rich fupply of trujt. >You are mif- 
taken, my young friend, faid Eufebius, that is not the beft 
of it ; this vine often leads me to contemplations far more 
deleétable to me than the choiceft grapes, or the molt deli- 
cious wine.—** How fo, Sir?” was the reply ?—Eufebius, 
whofe mind was formed after the model of his divine Maf- 
ter, and delighted to {piritualize every object that prefented 
itfelf before him, took this text from the book of Nature, 
and preached Jefus to his friend Juvenis, and to Afpafia his 
companion. 

‘*¢ That vine, whofe luxurious branches and fragrant blof- 
foms, fo beautifully decorate my window, often leads m 
reflections to the True Vine—a character which you know 
our Divine Redeemer, in one of his laft difcourfes, appro- 
priates exclufively to himfelf ; “* Lam the true Vine—ye are 
the branches—my Father is the Hufbandman.” Gracious 
God ! am [ a branch in that heavenly vine? Then ‘to grace 
how great a debtor !” By nature I {fprung from a degenerated 
tree, and brought forth no fruits but fuch as were wild and 
deleterious : even my good works, as I vainly called them, 
were rather noxious berries than nutritious grapes: they 
were infeed fair to view, but ufelefs and_ pernicious. 
Thanks to the gracious Hufbandman, that grafted me into 
this vine, and enables me, in fome degree, to bear fruit to 
his glory! And O! how delightful is it thus to draw all 
my life, and joy, and. hope, from his heavenly root !—My 
dear young iriends, I hope you alfo are branches in this li- 
ving Vine.” 
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* And are not all chriftians branches. of this Vine ?” re. 
plied Juvenis ; “how is it then that they do notall bear 
fuch fruit ? and what, dear Sir, is the meaning of that threat- 
ening—* Every branch in me that beareth not fruit, fhall be 
**cut off, and calt into the fire ?”’* 

Eufebius, who is ever ready to encourage, and happy to 
refolve fuch enquiries, immediately rejoined: “In a cer- 
tain fenfe, it is true, that all who profeis chriltianity are in- 
grafted into Chrift; but then you are to recolle & (if you 
underftand the procefs of grafting) that it is not every graft 
which fucceeds, or becomes a living branch. It is not 
enough to be implanted, and bound upon the tree, but there 
muft be a vital union and communication with the fap : and 
fo itis inreligion. Many are tied (as it were) to chriftian- 
it» by education, or by intereft ; but to be chriftians indeed 
—to be fruitful branches inthis Vine, we mutt, by the in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit, derive our life, our principles, 
the whole of our fpiritual exiftence and enjoyments from 
Chrift, juft as the branches derive fap and nourifhment 
from the parent-tree. But alas! for thofe whofe union is 
only feeming, and their religion nominal, they bear no fruit, 
and what can they expect? When the Divine Hufbandman 
prunes his Vine, they will be cut off, and thrown into fire 
unquenchable.” 

Reader,—Art thou enquiring the effect of this fhort con- 
verfation on Fuvenis and Afpafia?—Say firlt, what has been 
its effect on thee ! 

PHILO, 


—s 2 oe 
A GOOD BIBLE. 


_ To the Editor of the Evangelical Mugazine, 


EOVE to fee a good Bible in the pulpit ; and perfuaded 

y late dear hufband to make a prefent of a very hand- 

font one for the ufe of our worthy miniffer. A ftranger 
from the country lately preached for him. [ had heard he 
was azealous, good man ; and I was fo much plead with 
his prayer, that I was refolved to invite him to ftay at my 
houfe while he continued in town, and to make him a pre- 
fent ofa few guineas. But when he began to preach, I could 
not reprefs my indignation, when 'T perceived that he had 
folded down the leaves in twenty different places ; and 


* Verses 2 and 6, 
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fometimes three or four were coarfely preffed together. It 
was with great difficulty I could refrain from {peaking aloud, 
when I faw my poor dear hufband’s Bible thus mangled by 
a'country clown. I got no good of the fermon, but a great 
deal of harm: and when he afterwards called at my houfe 
with good Mr. M. our faithful paftor, 1 could hardly be’ 
civil to him. 

Pray, Sir, publifh this in your Magazine, to prevent 
others from doing the fame. If miniiters will fold down 
leaves, let them bring a {mall Bible of their_own with them, 
and not abufe other people’s books. Ihave, with grief, 
feen minifters beat the Bible till they loofened and feparated 
the leaves. { think the word of God fhould not be fo ufed. 
Is there not a refpeéct due to the facred volume? If they will 
beat with their hands, let them beat the cufhion, or the 
boards. I remain, dear Sir, your conftant reader and hum- 
ble fervant, 

Mary Love THs Word. 

London, 4th May, 1802. 


THE TWO APPRENTICES; 


A NARRATIVE AND CONVERSATION, 
Written to shew the Excellency and Use of Scripture. 


OHN SMART and Thomas Steady were fellow-ap. 

prentices to a refpectable tradefman in a confiderable 
country town. ‘Thomas wasa ferious, intelligent, and ami- 
able youth, who had been religioufly educated under a pi- 
ous uncle. Juhn had more vivacity and quickifefs both of 
wit and temper, and was too much difpofed to be what is 
called unlucky, but which is in fact wicked; he had feenjno- 
thing at his father’s houfe (who was a wealthy farmer) but a 
jovial and merry life. 

_ Theimatter was a worthy man in his dealings, and fome- 
times went to church; but did not concern himfelf about 
the religion of his family. He had no objection to the feri- 
oufnefs of Thomas nor the levity of John, fo that they at- 
tended diligently to their bufinefs. 

_ Every Sunday both the boys went home to their refpec- 
tive friends, and fpentthe day as they had been accuftomed. 
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Thomas went to church with his uncle, attended very feri- 
oufly to the minifter, and when they returned, he read the 
Scriptures and other religious books. On the other hand, 
John generally {pent the Sunday mornings in ramblin 
about the fields; fometimes Maying or birds-nefting, 
blackberrying, or fifhing, as opportunity ferved ; and his 
afternoons and evenings were commonly {pent in indolence 
and fport, or in foolith talking and jefting in his father’s fa- 
mily. 

As they both ferved in their mafter’s fhop, and he was 
much abfent, they had many opportunities for converfa- 
tion ; and the different manner in which they {pent the Sab- 
bath was often the fubjeét. John was proud to relate his 
exploits and adventures; and Thomas to whom they were 
always difagreeable, feldom failed to reprove or to admo- 
nifh him. ‘Théfe reproofs, though adminiftered with tem- 
per and affection, would fomctimes pierce his mind like a 
dagger; but the wounds were not deep, and therefore foon 
clofed, and were forgotten ; and not unfrequently the ftrake 
was warded off by a kind of levity, which fteels the mind 
againft conviction, and renders it infenfible to its own beft 
interefls; 

On one occafion, however, their converfation became 
more ferious, and its effects more important. On the pre- 
ceding Sunday, John had been at home as ufual, and was 
highly entertained by a {trolling player, who had gained ad? 
miffion to his father’s table, and greatly diverted them with 
jefting upon the Bible; turning many of its hiftories into 
. ridicule, and particularly that of the prophet Jonah, who, 
by the miraculous power of God, was preferved three days 

ive in the, belly of a whale. This profane ridicule John 
miftook for wit, as young people are too apt to do, and 
thought it would furnifh him with excellent weapons to at- 
tack Thomas, and overturn his principles. Monday came, 
and John foon found an opportunity to commence his affault, 
which he did as follows : 

ohn. Well, Thomas, what was the peston's text vefler- 
day? Was it about Jonah and his whale? 

Thomas. No, John: his text was, ‘ Good is the word 
“ of the Lord which he hath fpoken.”? What thin you of 
it? 

F- Think! Why, I wonder at yourbelieving fuch ftories 
as your Bible contains, to be the word of God. If inftead 
of the whale {wallowing Jonah, ithad been faid Jonah fwal- 
lowed the whale, vy believe it? 
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T. Itis time enough to fay fo whenI do. Yet, I con- 
fefs, I would as foon believe that, as fome things you do. 
. How fo ?—Sure, I don’t believe too much. 
‘7. I mean, you believe things much more abfurd than I 
do, after all your ridicule. 
F. What things ? 
T. What do you think of the Bible? 
. That it is a grofs impofition on mankind: the contir- 
vance of knaves and hypocrites. 
T. What does it teach ? 
F. You beft know that. 
T. Does it teach wickednefs or goodnefs ? 
Ff. Oh, it teaches many good things, to be fure. 
T. Does it teach any evil ones? , 
F. Not that I know of. 
T. Did you ever know any perfon made wicked by read- 
ing and ftudying the Bible ? 
J: No. But did you ever know of any made better by 
it! 


T. Yes, furely. Farmer Newman ufed to fwear, and 
lie, and cheat his neighbours: but now he prays, and reads 
and loves his Bible : every body admires the alterftion. So 
Ralph the waggoner ufed to get drunk, and quarrel, and 
beat his wife, and ftarve his children; but now he is one of 
the beft hufbands and of fathers, anda very fober good 
man. I could tell you of many other inftances. Can you 
deny them? | 

F. Lhave heard fuch things ; but what have they to do 
with the fubject we were talking of ? 

T. Vil tell you, John. You fay the Bible was written 
by bad men—knaves and hypocrites ; now then you believe 
that knaves and hypocrites confpired to write a book full 
of good things, and calculated to make men good and ho- 
neit. 

F- Swppofe I allow them to be good men? 

ZT. Then you mutt allow the Bible to be good and true ; 
or elfe you believe that good men united to cheat the world 
in matters of the greateft importance. But this is not all. 
In rejecting Chriftianity you mutt fuppofe that twelve plain 
countryfien, the greateft part of whom were fifhers, under- 
took to cheat the world with a new religion ; not to obtain 
wealth, or honour, or eafe, or power ; but hatred and per- 
fecution, difgrace and contempt, poverty and ftripes, im- 
prifonment and death: that thefe men travelled over great 
part of Afia and Europe, and in fpite of the wifdom of phi- 
lofophers, the influence of priefts, and the power of prise 
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ed to puth his advantages farther. My dear John (faid he) 
do you ever think of thefe things ? You know that you mult 
dics«is it not vety defirable to die happy ? 
F. Truly: but is that poflible ? How can there be happi- 
pinefs in death? | 

T. I with you had feen my father die. I was very 
young ; but I never fhall forget his departing words. 

. What were they? : 1% 

T. Oh, I never fhall forget them! ‘ Thomas,” faid he; 
taking me by the hand, while we all ftood weeping around 
his bed, the cold fweat of death was upon him, yet: joy and 
happinefs gliftened in his countenance: ‘ Thomas,” faid 
he, ‘‘ love the Bible ; ftudy, and revere, and practife it 
then will you live happy and die joyfully, asI do.” 

Here apaufe enfued. <A tear flole down the cheek of 
Thomas, and another ftarted in the eye of Johns As foon 
as he could recover himfelf, Thomas faid, “ I with you 
would go with me to hear our minifler on Sunday next.” 
John made no objection; and it wa8 foon agreed. Little 
paffed in the week, only John was much more férious than 
common, Sunday came, and John went. He had feldom 
been at church, and the fcene was almoft new to him. The 
congregation was large and attentive ; the minister dnimated 
and folemn. John was all eye and ears Thé preacher 
named for his text, ‘* How fliall we efcape, if we neglect fo 

reat falvation ?” He defcribed the danger of the finner ; 
Fohn trembled. He opéned the falvation of the gofpel ; 
he wept, and hid his faces After fervice; John went home 
to his father’s houfe; but it was with an arrow in his hearts 
His father thought him unwell; but he could not tell what 
ailed him. After dinner the ufual jests and fports began ; 
he tried to fmile, to pleafe, and pacify his friends ; but he 
triedin vain. He was like a wounded bird that chirps and 
flutters, but can neither fly nor fing. He returned foonér 
than common to his mafter’s, in order to meet with Thomas; 
and unboiom his mind to him.» Thomas had a fympathiz- 
ing heart; and while he rejoiced in the conviction of his 
companion, endeavoured to foothe his troubled foul: John 
could jeft with religion now no more. The infidel prejudis 
fees he had acquired at home, yanifhed like the vapours before 
the rifing fun. He could no more queftion the charaéter of 
Chrift, becaufe he loved him; he ceuld no more defpife 
the icriptures, becaufe they were his daily food. In fhort 


he became an eminent inftance of converting grace. Through 
Vox. II, OQ , 
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filence you ; but let Chrift when he comes find you fo doing: 
be tender of the godly that differ in queftionable things, 
without favouring their fin, or countenancing atoleration of 
ie open evil. In all thefe I have too much failed. All my friends 
Bye have left me, and here I am worfe than alone, but that God 
it is with me. I had fo much fudden eafe on the fa(t-day, 
that I was fenfible of the benefitof prayers. I pray fet one 
day apart privately for me with your godly friends. 
There is no other hope left : phyficians, nature, fiefh, blood, 
fpirit, heart, friends, all fail: but God is the ftrength of my 
heart, and my portion for ever. Yet I know the God whom 
I ferve is able to deliver, and hath delivered; but if he will 
not deliver, though he kill me, yet will I truft in him ; and 
I know whom [ have trufted. 

I contefs I was never yet near fo low; but I truft in him 
who raileth the dead. I know my Redeemer liveth, and as 
he hath not died in vain, fo neither have I run or laboured 
in vain. Though mine iniquities fometimes lie heavy on 
me, yet I have iought a good fight, &c. ; and if I fee your 
faces no more in the flefh, farewell till eternity ; and the 
Spirit and grace of Chrift Jefus our Lord, preferve your 
fouls to himfelf for ever. 

Your languifhing, decaying, 
yet believing, hoping friend, 
RICHARD BAXTER. 
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QUERY ON MARRIAGE. 


HE judicious anfwer given in your December Maga- 
T zine to the enquiry of Chriftiana, em>oidens mz to 
requeft a fimilar favour through the fame medium. 

Though Providence has bereaved me of an invaluable 
hufband, I am neverthelefs greatly bleffed in feveral amia- 
ble children, and a property favourable to their refpeétable 
entrance into life. My eldeft fon has recently formed a 





“ promifing connexion in trade; and fometimes intimaces his» 
oS wifh to be united in a more clofe and endearing relation, 
o when a fuitable obje&t prefents. 

ae From early youth he.has been accuftomed to hear: the 
a Gofpel, which he alfo approves ; his mrals, I believe areas 






untainted as any young man’s .within the circle 6f myvac- 
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widow had put on mourning, and not a fingle perfon in the 
harbour believed the veffel fafe, or one of the crew alive, 
except Mr. Jones, who never ceafed his earneft interceffion 
ata throne of grace for him. One Sunday morning I took 
the liberty to afk him if he did not think it improper, if not 
prefumptuous, to pray for a man who, in all probability, was 
fafe in glory ? ** He'll get there foon,” replied he “ I make 
no doubt ; but I cannot believe he is there yet.” That 
forenoon, in his concluding prayer, he renewed with great 
fervour the ufual requeft for his Chriftian brother ; and juft 
as the congregation were coming out of the Meeting, which 
ftands on the brow of the hill, the veffel was efpied entering 
the harbour, known by the fignal fhe made. The joy ex- 
prefled by the pious paftor and his flock at this happy fight, 
can be better conceived than expreffed. When we had 
learned that all were fafe on board, and were come into the 
houfe, Mr. Jones faid to me, “ Did not I tell you he was 
alive ? I knew it by a fure token that never once deceived 
me ; my foul was fo drawn out in prayer, and enjoyed fuch 
unufual liberty while addrefling a throne of grace in his be- 
half, that it was impoflible for me to ceafe praying.” 

The vefiel it feems was difmafted in the ftorm, and drove 
into an unfrequented river in Nova Scotia, where they 
were long detained for want of proper hands to make a new 
matt ; and having no communication of any kind with Ha- 
lifax, they had no poffible means of informing their friends 
of their diftreffed fituation. 
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it cenfifts chiefly in “ forrowing with thofe who forrow,” 
and ‘bearing one another’s burthen.” The neceflity of 
abridging as it refpects fuperfluities, with reference to our 
domneitic eftablifhments, is pretty well underftood. Upon 
what principle economy at home and profufion abroad 
can be reconciled, I am ata lofs to apprehend. Am I to 
be told, that, charity upon an extenfive fcale, is the object 
of all public dinners frequented by Chriftians ; and that they 
are neceflary as means to the accomplifhment of that end? 
Perifh then the objeét, whofe only attraétion is conviviali- 
ty, whofe fupport itfelf defeats the end it means to ferve. 
Advecting to the expences incidental upon public dinners, 
who can for a moment hefitate to fav with the difciples, in- 
fluenced by a better motive indeed, “ might not this have 
“been given to the poor?” This profufion not of grateful 
love, but pitilefs indulgence. 

The degree of enormity attaching to fuperfluous enter- 
tainments muft neceflarily be determined by the accumu-. 
lation or diminution of public affliction. What then can 
be faid of that profufion, which, regardlefs of the multi- 
plied tears and groans of the deftitute, pleads their caufe 
as its excufe, and adds refined infult to grofs barbarity? 
“ Tell it not in Gath, publifh it not in the ftreets of Atke- 
“lon,” that the avowed difciples of Him, whofe itinerant 
benevolence was ever in purfuitof mifery, and folicitous 
to’ counteraét it, unimprefle@by the dignity of his charac- 
ter, the authority of his commands, and the beauty of his 
example, conneé¢t publicity and fenfuality with that part of 
religious duty, which ought ever to be retiring and felf- 
denying. May the conduct of profeffing chriftians hence- 
forth be fuch, as fhall make it. extenfively apparent, that, 
in their perufal of the facred volume, they have met with 
the apoftolic injunction, ‘* Let your moderation be known 
*‘unto all men.” I make noreferve for the necessity of 
public dinners in any view. I am far from thinking them 
abfolutely important. to any inftitution; but I believe the 
profufion which has in many inftances difgraced them would 
itfelf have formed a fund, from which the wretched, who 
plead againft us, might have been liberally fupplied. 

M. 
Feb. 9th, 1801. 
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goiie ; for the Lord will have mercy on the afflicted, arid 
I am perfuaded my dear friends will not fcorn me becaufe 
of my poverty. 

My dear Sir, had you brought in your kind letter to me, 
I fuppofe your breaft would have heaved, your. cheeks 
bluthed, your eyes dropped, whillt you wouldhave exclaim- 
ed, “* Alas my brother !”-——I kave a poor fick and weak 
wife, who has been ill for almoit fourtecn years of the rheu- 
matifm in the ftomach, windy cholick in her breaft, dropfy 
in her legs, and fometimes with hyfteric fits ; and we have 
nothing to put in her mouth befide a little water ; but the 
water of life is very refrefhing. I have a daughter, my 
oldeft child, who has been ill almoft four years in a decline; 
and I am able to-get very little or nothing for her ; but cry 
to the heavenly Phyfician fer help.—I have a poor ragged 
boy turned thirteen years, and the country is fo poor; I 
cannot get any work for him ; (even farmers pay off their 
fervants, provifions are fo dear ;) and to put him apprentice 
is out of my power: 1 muft hope the Lord will hear my 
prayers in his behaif.—I have another boy, who is eighteen; 
at fervice in a farmer’s place, but his wages are fo low, he 
cannot as yet do for himfelf.—My income in all is only fix- 
teen pounds per annum, (the London Exhibition, and his 
Majeity’s royal gift included) and the people are fo poor, 
whom I ferve, that they car afford me little or nothing, as 
they are loaded with large families, and fome of them on 
the parifh, and their children haif naked ; fo that I can ex- 
pect but little from them, poor dear things! As for our 
linen, both for back and bed, to fay I have none would be 
falfe; but to fay you would-not thank me for it; would bé 
true, for we are exceedingly bare of that article: yet we 
are happy to be clothed with the clean linen, the righteouf- 
nefs of the faints. | 

O moft bleffed priviledge! God make me humble and 
thankful !—As for my bedding, my dear fricnd, I muft beg 
to be excufed ; but this I can fay, through divine graces 
the chamber is peace, the pillow is fovereiga love, the pro- 
tector is God and his angels, the canopy his Almighty good« 
nefs and providence : but I have abed, homely as it is, and 
my dear Lord was pleafed to go without one for it.—O ! for 
more love and thanks to my dear Jefus, who procured ail 
my favours with his precious blood !—«My family, as to 
clothing, are but very middling, but bieifed be God for 
what they have.—As for our yearly fare ; breakfaft and {ups 
per are chiefly on a little tea, if we can get it; if not, on 
mint tea and bread, and alittle cheefe or butter, if it-can 

Vou. Il, re 
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-My wife and children join in love and thanks to you and 
all our dear friends in the Lord, praying God to blefs you in 
all things and reward you. Such is the earneft prayer of 
your’s, dear Sir, in the bonds of eternal grace. 


Signed  C. and A—— 
—_ge CD aE 


To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 


Rev. Sir, 


With fincere pleafure I fend you another Letter from the 
Rev. C. B. whofe affeSting circumftances are defcribed in 
the laft number of your Magazine, page 52. e is one 
of the feals of the late Rev. G. Whitfield’s miniftry, and 
an Evangelical Minifter of unblemifhed character. Tho’ 
74 years of age, he walked laft year fixty miles from his 
poor habitation (according to his annual cuftom) preach- 
ing as he went, in the moft obfcure parts of the country. 
Surely fuch a labourer in the Lord’s vineyard fhall never 
be forfaken by Him. 7 

Iam, Sir your’s, 
PwILEMox. 
Feb. 5, 1801. 


To Mr. G. 
L— T— H—, Jan. 27, 1801. 





“ Icalled upon the Lord and he heard me, yea he took me 
out of many waters, many sorrows have encompassed me 
about, but the Lord hath delivered me out of them all.” 


My very dear and invaluable Friend in the Lord, 


EING fo amazed at the Lord’s providence, and your 
goodnefs, with all your helpers, that Iam at a lofs to 


.form my poor mite of love ; may the Spirit of love and truth 


guide my heart and pen! My dear fir, having with tears of- 
fered my peor mite of gratitude to my dear and heavenly 
Father, I now offer my thanks to you and all my other 


friends under God, for thefe your unexpected favours. This 
.is the Lord’s doing ; O may it ever be marvellous in my 
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eyes! God give me a thankful heart! Of the box of rich 

blefings we received, Ihave given Mifs W. an account. 

Many and rich they are, and have fupplied food for our 

bellies, and clothing for our backs and beds; the Lord re- 
ward both you and your helpers ! 

Dear Sir, I received your kind letter, dated Jan. 9, 1800, 
but itcame not to hand till the 23d, witha demand on my 
worthy friend, Mr. H. for 21/. which we have received. 
But whence is this to me, that my God and his church 
fhould thus look upon me, while many of our poor fellow- 
creatures are flarving for want, and [ and my family might 
juftly have been in the unhappy number. O Lord, why 
me, why me! My dear friend, I have been under theie 
waters for fome years, and to all outward appearance could 
never have been releafed, my place being fo poor that the 
people can fcarce make prov ifion for the Lord’s table, fo I 
can expeét but little from them ; and provifions fo exceffive 
dear for thefe five vears, that fearing the Lord’s name fhould 
be flurred I have laboured in my bed with confliéts, till my 
fhirt has been wet on my back ; nay, fo have I fought with 
the Devil and unbelief, that [ have walked the floor in the 
night, crying, “ O Lord, I befeech thee deliver my foul.” 
-Thefe two texts often followed me, Pflalm xxxvii. 3. and 
Pfalm L. 15. with many more ; but the Lord hath raifed 
you up for my deliverance. Indeed, fir, I {cored up my dear 
Lord a great ‘debt, but I little thought that he had given or- 
dersto you, and my dear friends (unknown to me) to remit 
it; but he knew both you andme, and my wants, and now 
you under him, as the executors of his goodnefs, have re- 
mitted it with honour. Bleffed be his dear name, and thanks 
to you; the Lord reward you all, amen! 

And now, my dear friend, I will juft give you a little 
fetch of what, under God, you and your helpers have done ; 
you haye been the means of flopping the mouth of an accu- 
fing Devil, dathing unbelief out of countenance, treading 
carnal re afon under foot, fupplying the needs of the hungry, 
clothing the backs and beds of the naked, crofling the books 
of creditors, flopping the mouths of enemies, and made me 
.a wonder to ali the country. You have fet a pearl into all 
your crowns, delivered me and my poor family as out of a 
whale’s belly, and once more fet our feet upon dry ground. 
Bleffed be our God, and thanks to you, for once more my 
feet fiand upon even ground, I can {carce write for weep- 
ing. Your favour juft cleared me from the world—we pad 

fifteen pounds for bread, and the reft for other things. Men’s 
foes are ten fhillings a pair ; wheat Is 1/, 4s, and 1/, 58. per 
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1 & bufhel ; and we cannot have two pounds of bread for a fhilling. 
> = O ! for faith to truft the promife of my God! I hope he will 
ri yet deliver me.—I have one favour to beg, not to nourifh my 
- pride, nor to pleafe a vain fancy—no ; God forbid! it is 
‘- tor the glory of God, to fend me a letter with all your names 

> a that have helped me, to rear up a monument in the hiftory 
; of my life, of God’s goodnefs by your means, to infcribe 
- i them as in a plate, for my dear children to view when I am 
1 oa dead and gone ; how acovefhant-keeping God did deliver 
Pi their poor father, and fupported them according to Pfalm 

[ xlviii. 14. “ That they may-tell it to them that come after.” 


O! my dear friends, let me beg a fhare in all your prayers 
: for us; and now, my dear friend, fuffer me and my poor fa- 
i § mily as on our knees with tears in our eyes, toblefs God for 
) you, and that he may crown you all with every bleffing. 
: ; And now with tears farewell! the Lord blefs you all. 
Amen! 
I am your’s in the Lord, é 
C, and A. B— 


To another benefactor, on the fame occafion, Mr. B. 
writes, “‘ When the box of bleflings came, I was fo over- 
whelmed with joy, that, as our people emptied it, I could 
only ftand and weep and praife the Lord.” 





a 


2 Tee oe mes 





To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 


Dear SiR, 


The enclofed letters were written to a member of the 
church, which I have the happinefs toferve. It having 
pleafed the Lord to make them ufeful to his foul, he has 
deliberately renounced the erroneous fentiments which 
he had imbibed, and folemnly declared his belief of the 
truth herein pleaded for. If you judge them calculated 
to promote the glory of Chrift, and the good of his peo- 
ple, and are willing to publifh them in your Magazine, 
they are at your fervice. I fincerely pray that the Lord 
may crown your labours with hts bleffing, 

and remain your’s affectionately, 
JAMES UPTON. 
Dec. 29, 1800. No. 3, Brunswick-street. 


LETTER I, 
ON THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 


My DEAR FRIEND, 


HAVE attentively read, and ferioufly confidered, the 

contents of your letter: yea, I have mourned over it, 
and prayed earneftly in fecret, that the Lord would enable 
me to write in reply, what is agreeable to his facred word, 
and what may, through a divine blefling, be for the prefent, 
and everlafling good of your foul. 

I defire to addrefs you ina fpirit of love, and with meck- 
nefs, “if God peradventure, will give you repentance, to 
“ the acknowledging of the truth.”a@ The fubject appears 
to me tobe of the moft interefting ‘nature ; ; it relates to the 
object of our worfhip, the foundation of aur hope, and the 
source of all our happinefs. 

I would juft premife, that I firmly believe there is but 
“one only living and true God; for though I believe, 
‘‘ There are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 
‘the Word, and the Holy Ghoft,” yet “ thefe three are 
“one.%b And you and I were baptifed ‘¢ in the name” not 


a2, Tim. ii. 25. 
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names, *‘ of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft.” Nor do 
I attempt to deny that Jefus Chrift, who really became man, 
and took upon him the form of a fervant, is, in this view, 
inférior to his divine Father. He faid ** My father is great- 
“erthan I.”a But remember he Jecame man, was made un- 
der the law, and died for his people, as the effect of his 
amazing love. Shall we then think lefs of his dignity on 
that account? the Lord forbid! the queftion therefore now 
to be confidered, is not, ‘ is Jefus Chrift the mediator? is 
he the fervant of God? is he as such inferior to the Father? 
has he a glory which was given to him?” All thefe things, 
I very readily grant. 

But the important -queftion is, whether he who was ma- 
nifeft in the flefh, was a divine perfon, and as fuch equal 
with his eternal Father ? and this queftion {trikes my mind 
with deep folemnity. If he be really God, he is the object, 
of divine worfhip ; if not, it muft be idolatry to treat him 
as fuch.c You exprefsly fay, you do not believe that he is 
the true God. Let me befeech you attentively to confider 
the following paflages of the facred word. Confider the 
names which Jefus Chrift bears.d ‘ unto us a child is born, 
‘‘ unto us a fon is given, and the government fhall be upon 
‘‘ his fhoulders, and his name fhall be called Wonderful, 
** Councellor, the mighty God, the everlafting Father, the 
‘“‘ Prince of Peace.” It appears to me alfo, that he is ex- 
prefsly called the true God.e ‘* We know that the fon of 
God is come, and hath given us an underftanding, that we 
may know him that is true: and we are in him that is true, 
even in his fon, Jefus Chrift. This is the true God, and 
eternal life.” Serioufly reflect on this verfe, and compare 
chap. 1. 2. where he is exprefsly called ‘ that eternal life, 
“which was with the Father,” becaufe he beftows that 
greateft of all bleflingson his people. ‘“ My theep hear 
‘“‘my voice, andl know them, and they follow me, and I 
“give unto them eternal life, &c.f And I prefume, he 
who beftows this muft be the true God.g Again, he, 
who is faid, as concerning the flefth, to be of the Jews, is 
lio faid to be “ over all, God blefied for ever.” Now can 
you, my dear friend, in the face of all thefe paflages of 
God’s moft holy word, fay, that Jefus Chrift is not repre- 
fented as the true God ? 

Farther, is not the blefled Redeemer reprefented as pof- 
fefling divine attributes? Is not eternity afcribed to him, 
where he is called the first, and the Jast.; Is not he al- 


a Fohn xiv. 28. 6 Gal. ii. 20: 6 2 Thes. ti. 4. CV. XXLie O- 
@ Isaiah ix, 6. ¢1 John v.20. f Fohn x. 27,28. g Rom. vi. 23. 
h Rom,. iX. Se ¢ Rev. & il, Ze 
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* mighty who is able to fubdue all things unto himfelf.a Is 


he not reprefented as omniscient, and is not omniscience pe- 
culiar to the true God? Confider thefe words of Solomon : 
“Thou, even thou only knowelt the hearts of the children 
‘¢ of men !”6 yet doth not the ‘Son of God fay: “ All the 
“ churches fhall know that Iam He, which fearcheth the 
“reins and hearts?”c Once more, Is not Jefus Chrift 
fpoken of as immutable, and his love as unchangeable ; and 
is not immutability, or unchangeablenefs, peculiar to Jeho- 
vah, the true God, the God of Ifrael? “‘ Iam the Lord, I 
“change not.”d Alfothe Pfalmift, when {peaking of the 
changing nature of all things here below, fays “ But thou 
“‘art the fame, and thy years fhall not fail.”e Yet thefe 
words, when quoted by the Apoltle, are applied to Jefus, 
the Son of God. ** Zhou Lord in the beginning haft laid the 
foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of thy 
hands. They fhall perifh; but thow remaineft: and they 
all fhall wax old, as doth a garment; and as a veflure fhalt 
thou fold them up, and they fhall be changed ;. but thou art 
the fame, and thy years fhall not fail,f Again he declares 
“ Jefus Chrift, is the fame yefterday, to day, and for 
“ ever. "9 

My: dear friend, I can proceed no further at prefent, 
though the evidences of the adorable Saviour’s divinity, 
pour in abundantly upon my mind: and I have in view 
thofe very encouraging words, ‘‘ Brethren, if any of you do 
err from the truth, and one convert him; let him know, that 
he who converteth the finner from the error of his way, fhall 
fave a foul from death, and fhall hide a multitude of fins.’’A 
Let-me befeech you to compare what I have written 
with the facred word of God, and let me know what effe& 
it has upon your mind. If you are difpofed to attend with 
ferioufnefs, I have much more to offer in defence of what I 
confider a moft-important, though myfterious truth. 





«© Where reafon fails, with all her pow’rs 
* There faith prevails, and love adores.” 


I expect, if the Lord permit, to preach at the Taberna- 
ele at Greenwich, on Friday week, in the evening, when 


a Phil. iii. 20. Rev. i. 8. b1 Kings, viii. 39. 
- ¢ Rev. tt. 23. See verse 18. d Mal. iii. 9. 
e Psal. cit. 27. f Hed. is 10, 11,12. gy Hed. xiii. 8. 
h Fames, 0. 19, 20. 
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£ thall be glad to have fome ferious converfation with you 
upon the fubje@. In the mean time I earneflly pray that 
you may be taught by the Spirit of truth. 
"’ " [remain your foul’s affectionate friend. sg 

° @ 


Nov. 29, 1799. 


LETTER Ik 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


I HAVE very ferioully refleéted upoit the fubjeét of our 
converfation when I faw you, as well as upon the content3 
of your letters. Iam conftrained to write ta you again, not 
only from afenfe of duty as your paftor, but from love to 
your immortal foul. 

It appears to me that your departure from the truth, with 
reference to the effential divinity df the Son of God, has 
arifen from your attending more to the voice of reason than 
to the voice of divine revelation. Inftead of receiving what 
the Lord condefcended to reveal, you are difpofed to afk, 
How can thefe things be? “EP ibeea 

I can but confider it a dangerous fentiment when I heat 
you fay, you “ Believe that Jefus Chrift has no glory; but 
what he received, and that the fame honour might have 
been conferred on any other creature, had it been the will 
of the Divine Father,” which you appear to ground on Col. 
i, 19% ‘¢ It pleafed the Father that in him fhould all fullnefs 
“dwell.” Pethaps, if you more ferioufly and attentively © 
confider that text, it will appear that Paul daés not there 
{peak of the fulnefs of the godhead, but of that inexhautfti- 
ble fulnefs of {piritual bleffings, from which all God’s people 
are conftantly fupplied. ** Of his fulnefs have all we receive 
“ed, and grace for grace.”a But fuppofing this text to refer. 
to the fulnefs of the godhead, it can only prove, that it was 
the pleafure of the Father, that this fulnefs fhould refide in 
Chrift’s human nature, which is what I by no means deny. 
I obferve alfo with grief, that you do not always treat the 
fubje& fo ferioufly as it ought to be treated, When you 
fay, “ You have no right to set up the bleffed Redeemer as 
“‘ the true’God ;” and when you are {peaking of the Holy 


Vou, IL. a John, i. 16. 
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Spirit Asa perfon, youfay, * As you and others are pleased 
to call him.” My dear friend, I would humbly implore di- 
vine inftruction, while I confider the fubjeét, and I defire 
to {peak of Jefus, and the Holy Spirit, as they are revealed 
in the facred word of God. 

In my former letter I mentioned fome of. the names by 
which Chrift is called, and fome of thofe divine perfections, 
which, it appears to me are afcribed to him in Scripture. I 
befeech you again to compare what I have written with the 
oracles of truth. 

You obferve that the eternal Father is reprefented as the 
only wise*God, which is readily granted.a You conclude, 


‘therefore, that the Son of God mutt be inferior. I afk, does 


not the Son of God bear the fame character to denote his 
eqcality ? I entreat you carefully to read, and confider the 
24th and 25th verfes of Jude’s fhort epiftle ; ; the words fol- 
low: ** Now unto him that is able to keep you from fall- 
“¢ ing, and to prefent you faultlefs before the prefence of his 
“glory with exceeding joy: ‘To the only wise God our Sa- 
** yiour be glory and majelty, dominion and power, now and 
‘‘ever, Amen.” I readily acknowledge that I have been 
ufed to confider the Apoftle as {peaking of our glorious Im- 
manuel; and here I would ferioufly propofe a few queftions 
for your confideration. 

Firft, Who is it that is able, and does actually keep 
believers from finally falling ! ?—Is it not Jefus Chrift ?— 
Does not the Apoftle {peak of him when he fays, * I know 
whom I have believed, and am perfuaded that he is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto him againft that 
day !”6 Has not this glorious perfon faid, “* My grace is 
‘“‘fufficient for thee, my ftrength is made perfect in weak- 
“ nefs >” Paul gloriedin his infirmities, that the power of 
Christ might ref{t upon him.c_ I couciude, therefore, that 
Jefus, who faves to the uttermolt, is he w ho is able to keep 


us from falling. 


I afk again, who will prefent the church faultlefs before 
the glorious prefence of Jehovah with exceeding joy? Will 
not Jefiis Chrift?) He loved his people and gave himfelf 
for them, “that he might prefent to himfelf a glorious 

church, net having fpot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing; but 
that it fhould be holy and without blemifh.”d¢ Again, Chrift 
reconciled his chofen to God, in the body of his flefh thro’ 
death, ‘“‘ To prefent them holy and unblameable, and unre- 
provable i in his fight.” ¢ 


a Rom. xvi. 17. b2 Tim. t& 12. c 2 Cor. xii. 98 
d Ephes. v. 27. | e Col. i. 22. 
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I afk, once more, who is the Saviour of them that believe? 
Surely it is Jefus: “ Neither is there falvation in any 
other.’a Obferve, Jude {peaks of * the only wife God our 
Saviour.” Are not glory and majefty, dominion and 
powcr, due to Chrifl? Read the following texts. “ To 
him be glory and dominion for ever andever.”6 “ Fur we 
were eye-witnefle s of his majefty.”c ‘ Worthy is the Lamb 
“that was flain, to receive power andriches, and wifdom, and 
‘‘ftrength, and honour, and glory, and bleffing—blefiing, 
‘< honour, glory and power, be unto him that fitteth upon the 
«throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.”’d For thefe 
reafons i conclude the above paflage to be applicable to the 
Son of God. 

I have been in the country, which has prevented my 
writing before ; but if you have any thing to communicate 
before the Church Meeting, which will be on next Monday, 
if the Lord permit, I fhail be glad to hear from you 

I remain, 
With fincere concern for your foul’s’ eternal welfare, 
your faithtul Paftor, 

Dec. 14, 1799. J. UPTON. 


LETTER III. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Pees I have not heard from you fince my laft of 

the 14th inftant ; yet love to the truth, and fincere con- 
cern for the good of your foul, induce me again to addrefs 
you; and I defire to do it with brotherly kindnefs, in the 
fear of God, earneftly imploring the direction and affiftance 
of the Eternal Spirit. 

Before I mention what I have further to add in fupport of 
the dignity of Jefus Chrift, I will endeavour to remove a 
difficulty or two, which you have mentioned. You appear 
{trongly to object to fome lines in one of Dr. Watts’s Hymns, 
which you fay I mentioned when you was at our place, and 
which have often been very precious to my foul. 


a Acts iv. 12. b Rev. i. 5. 2 Peter, i. 16 d Rev. v 12, 13, 
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$ Oh? the fweet wonders of that crofs, 

¢ Where God the Saviour lov’d and dy’d ! 

‘ Here nobieit life my {pirit draws 

‘ From his dear wounds, and bleeding fide.’ 


Surely, my friend, you can hardly be ferious when you 
fpeak as though you thought, either Dr, Watts or myfelf, 
fuppofed that Deity could die, and afk the following quef. 
tions: ‘If God died, how was it that all his creatures did 
hot die with him ?”’ adding * this mutt be the cafe if Chritt 
be God,” We fhould be careful not to pervert the words 
Oi any man; agood caufe does not need it, and by ita bad 
One will not eventually be affifted. I confider that the ado- 
rable Saviour is really a Divine Perfon; but manifeft in the 
fiefh, and hence called, Immanuel, i. e. God withus. He 
polleiied a true body, and a reafonable foul ; he is faid, 
therefore, to be made like unto his brethren ; yea, to be 
ficth of our flefh, and bone of our bone, In this nature, thus 
united with the Eternal Word, or Son of God, he was ca- 

able of obeying, and by his obedience, of magnifying the 
holy law of Ged, and of making a complete atonement, for 
the fins of his chofen people, which were all imputed tohim, 
when his foul was made an offering for fin. Upon the ground 
of this amazing and myflerious union, I remark the lan- 

uage of the infpired penman. When Paul gave a molt fo- 
oo and affectionate charge to the elders of the church at 
Ephefus, he addrefled them thus: “ ‘Take heed therefore 
“unto yourfelves, and to all the flock, over the which the 
** Holy Gholt hath made you overfcers, to feed the charch 
of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.” 
Again, when the apoftle John would promote brotherly love 


among believers, he fays, * Hereby perceive we the /ove of 
- God, because he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay 


down our, lives for the brethren,s Now though thefe fa. 

voured fervants of the Redeemer, under the influence of 

the Holy Spirit, expreffled themfelves im fuch terms, yet I 

am perluaded they never intended to convey an idea that 

Divinity could expire en a crofs ; yet when we confider that 

he who was crucified, was alfo ‘“¢the Lord of Glory,” it 
eatly enhances the riches of Divine Love. 

Again, you feem to think that I difhonour the Divine 
Fatherby pleading for the dignity of Chrift, Far from it ; 
I defire with holy reverence, and with devout affeCtions to 
adore him, But when our Lord was fpeaking of himfelf 
under the awful character of a judge, he faid “* The Father 
$*judgeth no man ; but hath committed all judgment unto the 
* Son; that all men fhould honour the Son, even as they honour 


a Acts, xx, 28, bl Sohn, iii, 16, 
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“the Father. He that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not 
‘sthe Father that hath fent him.”a I conclude therefore, that 
in adoring the Son, we glorify the Divine Father, — 

In vindication of the grand point under ¢onfideration, I 
would farther obferve, that there are works peculiar to 
Deity, and divine honours, which are to be given to none, 
but Jehovah the God of Ifrael ; yet thofe works appear to 
be performed by, and thefe honours are given to the Son of 
God. Is not the name Fehovah peculiar to the living God? 
and is not the work of creation infinitely above the power 
of the moft exalted creature? In proof of the former, con- 
fider the words of the Pfalmift, “that men may know that 
“ thou, whofe name alone is Jehovah, art the moft high overjall 
“‘ the earth.” ‘Io demonftrate the latter; attend to the lan- 
guage ofthe Prophet. “ Thus faith the Lord thy Redeem- 
‘Cer, Iam the Lord that maketh all things, that itretcheth 
‘forth the heavens alone, and {preadeth abroad the earth by 
‘““ myfelf.”c Yet it appears to me that this fublime name is 
given to the Son of God by Ifaiah, when he fays “* Sanctify 
* ¥ehovah of Holts himfeif, and let him be your fear, and 
** Jet him be your dread. He fhall be fora fanctuary ; but 
‘for a ftone of ftumbling, and a rock of offence, to both 
** the houfes of Ifrael."d 1 atk who is a fanctuary, or refuge 
for the children of God? Is not the bleffed Jefus?—Who 
was a ftumbling block to the Jews? Was not the fame glori- 
ous perfon? * They itumbled at that ftumbling ftone, as it 
is written, behold I lay in Zion a ftumbling ftone, and rock 
of offence.”e ! 

Again it is faid by the fame Evangelical prophet, “ Thy 
*“ Maker is thine hufband, the Lord of Hotts is his name - 
*“¢ and thy Redeemer the holy one of Ifrael, the God of the 
“* whole earth fhall he be called.”f Is not the Son of God 
the bridegroom of his church ? Surely the words of the apof- 
tle convey this idea, “ I have efpoufed you to one hufband, 
‘that I may prefent you as a cchafte virginto Chrift.” The 
fame Jefus is reprefented as our Maker or Creator, “ For 
“* by him were all things created thatare in heaven, and that 
‘are in the earth, vilible and invifible, whether they be 
‘“‘ thrones cy dominions, or principalities, or powers, all 
* things were created by him, and for him, and he is before 
*‘ all things, and by him all things confift.”¢ 

As to the Divine honours it is faid, “ Thou fhalt wore 
*¢ fhip the Lord thy God, and him only fhalt thou ferve.” 
Yet the Son of God, was worfhipped on earth, “ They that 
** were in the fhip came and worthipped him; faying, of a 
** truth thou art the Son of God.”: Of his difciples, it is 

a Fohn, v.22, 28. b Ps, Ixxxiii. 18. ¢ Isa. xliv. 24, 


d Isd. viii, 13, 14, e Rom. ix. 33. f Isa liv. 5, 
g Col, i. 16, 17.° bh Math, iv, 10. 1 Math, xite 33. 
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frid, “ They worfhipped him, and returned to Jerufalem’ 
“ with great joy.”a Yea, he is adored by all the heavenly 
hoft, unto whom it was faid, “ Let all the angels of God 
“ worfhip him.”’6 

Thus, my friend, I have laid before you fome ‘of thofe 
evidences which fatisly my mind, as to the effential dignity, 
and underived glory of the Son of God. I commit what I 
have written to the divine blefling, and ftill remain your 
foul’s real friend and faiti:iul paftor. 

JAMES UPTON. 
January 29, 1800. 


— ae 


CRITICAL REMARKS ON 1 THESS. v. 23.c 
To the Editor. 


SIR, 


EING fomewhat interefted in the criticif{fm on 1 Theff. 

v. 23, propoled by Rev. Mr. Maurice, in p. 510, of vo- 
lume viii. and judging that the fubject is of some impor- 
tance, I beg leave to fubmit to that gentleman, and to 
your correfpondents in general, a few remarks on his ftate- 
ment. 

But I would previoufly obferve, 1. That words ufed in a 
translation fhould always be received with caution in criti- 
cal enquiries, and fometimes not at all. 

2. ‘Vhat the Hebrew fenfe of words, which we may ga- 
ther from the Old Teftament, appears to have frequently in- 
fluenced the writers of the New Teftament. 

To apply thefe principles to the texts produced by Mr. M. 
I remark, it is ufually {uppofed by the learned, that Matthew 
wrote his Gofpel in Syriac ; andI fee Caumert, in his Dic- 
Tronary of the Bible, admits that our prefent Greek copy 
is a tranflation, though now, to us, equal to an original.d 
Mr. M. produces four texts: his firft is, Matchew. x. 38. 
‘* Fear not them who are not able to kill the soul.” But if 





a Luke, xxiv. 62. b Hed. i. 6. See also Rev. v. 12, 13. 


c The remarks of this correspondent may be strengthened by 
the following more literal translation of the passage. “* And the 
God of peace himself sanctify you entirely, and may every part of 
you (holocleron humon) the spirit, the soul, and the ody bet 
preserved blameless,’ Sc. Eviror. 

d So Alichaelis, Lectures, Sect. v. 
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this be a tranflation, then we are unable to determine what 
was the original word ufed by the writer: and this remark 
applies undeniably to his fourth inftance, “ Mary faid my 
‘¢ soul doth magnify ; my spirit rejoiceth :” for the Virgin 
Mary mott certainly did not fpeak in.Greek, butin Syriac ; 
and the Evangelift Luke has, happily jor us, preferved a 
translation of her words. Mr. M.’s third inftance is not de- 
cifive. 1 Pet. ii. 11. “ Abftain from freshly lufts which 
“ war againit the soul; for certainly feshly luits war again{t 
the whole perfon, body as well as foul. As the Apoltle 
Paul reafons, 1 Cor. vi. 18, or if we fay they war again{t 
the animal life, the faét is eftablifhed by too many melan- 
choly daily proofs. Thus, I think, I have invalidated three 
of the paflages produced out of four. ‘The fecond [ admit, 
in fome degree ; but with this notice, thatthe criticifm 
would be too long for infertion, by which I am withheld 
from admitting it altogether. 

I confirm what I have faid by remarking that, as in the 
New Teftament we have two diftinét words for sprit and 
soul, in the Greek language ; fo inthe Old Teftament we 
have two diflin& words allio to the fame effect. Itis every 
way credible therefore, that when the word sow/ is ufed in 
the New Teftament, it fhould refer to the “foul” (ne- 
pheth) of the Old Teftament, and spirit fhould refer to the 
‘* fpirit” [ruah] of the Old Teltament. Now fince thefe 
words are not. exegetical of each other in the Old Tefta- 
ment, there feems to be fufficient caufe for doubting whe- 
ther they are exegetical of each other in the New Tefta- 
ment. David might have faid, ‘‘ My foul [nephefh] doth 
magnify the Lord, and my fpirit {ruah] doth rejoice.” &e. 
Yet we fhould have fuppofed thete different words referred 
to different things. Should this communication be fa- 
vennes with notice, [ would beg an anfwer to the following 

ints, 

1. In Heb. iv. 12. we are told the word of God divides 
afunder foul and f{pirit. . Now when thefe are thus fepara- 
ted they cannot be the fame thing. 

_ 2 In 2 Cor. xii. 2. the apoftle fays, that whether he was 
in or out of the body he could not tell, Doubtlefs he knew 
that the animal fundtions of life were continued in the body ; 
but he feems alfo to fuppofe the abfence of fomewhat from 
the body, during which abfence the body continued to live. 
Was not this his {pirit, the possibility of whofe abfence he 
implies? for had his foul or animal life been abfent, his 
body had been dead : 
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8, In Aéts xv. 26. we read of men who had hazarded their 


lives ( psychas] for the name of Chrift. Now it would be 


very inconvenient to read here “ men who had hazarded 
their immortal {pirits,” on behalf of Chrift. 

4. In Cor. xv. 45. we read, ** The firft Adam was a liv- 
* ing foul; the fecond Adam was a quickening fpirit.” It is 
evidently the Apoftle’s defign to defcribe the fecond Adam 
as superior to the firft. : 

5. In fhort the word psyche is applied to the dead body 
of Jefus, of which Peter tells us, Adis ii. 31, “* his dead 
** body was not left in the ftate of the dead, neither did his 


, “fieth fee corruption.” If this be referred to his animal 


life, it ftill marks very diftinétly the difference between 
foul and fpirit. I believe it is not poffible to produce any 
pafiage in which [pneuma] fpirit is ufed in this degraded 
fenfe ; neither would it be convenient to fubftitute the word 
spirit for scul in this paflage. 

Perhaps the attempt is not requifite “ to bring the Apoftle 
put of heathen phiiofophy ;” fince 1, If the principle be 
juft, it is not the worfe for having been held by any phi- 
lofophers whatever. 2. It appears in the Rabbins, with 
whofe opinions St. Paul was well acquainted. 3. As nei- 
ther of thefe notions is, in my opinion, very honourable to 
St. Paul, fuppofing we rightly underitand his words, why 
not fay, in this principle he was guided by the fame divine 
Spirit, as in every other partof his writings? He does not 
{peak of this as of a new difcovery ; but fuppofes the foun- 
dation of it, at leaft, not unknown by thofe to whom he 
wrote ; i. ¢, it wasa general idea, but applied by him under 
the dire@ion of the Holy Spirit. 

I tear, Mr. Editor, that I may trefpafs too much on your 
pages, andtheretore I conciude thefe remarks. Where I 
live, I often do not fee your Magazine till the end of the 
month. [f any of your correfpondents have already anfwer- 
ed Mr. M. I have only to beg your excufe for this intrufion, 
as I dare fay they have done it in a manner fuperior to thefe 
hints of yours, &c. 


S. R. 
Dec. 30, 1800. 
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ON THE SA'LARIES OF MINISTERS 


To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 


SiR, 
FE VERY good minifter of Chrift is continually caring 
4 


for the fpiritual wellare of his dock! is it not reafon« 
able that the people fhould, with a correfponding anxicty, 
care for the temporal weliare of their miniiter. But itis to 
be lamented that there are many good people, who never 
{pend a thought about the matter, LKafy themleives, and 
enjoying many comilorts, they never once enquire, ‘* How 
** does the patftor live nthefe hard times! Whuie he labours 
*‘ with unremitting zeal for our eternai happinefs, do we 
‘“*communicate to him a futflicient portion oi this world’s 
** goods, for the fupport of himfelf and his family ?” 

In what way miniiters fhould live, perfons of any liber 
ality of fentiment will in general agree. Conlider what 
ideas people in this country entertain of the character of a 
minilter, andof the appearance he fhould make in fociety: 
fome regard is due to it. All fhow and fplendour are en- 
tirely out of the queftion: they neither fuit him nor his of 
fice. The other extreme is equally improper. As-Chriit’s 
fervant fhould not be a gaudy top, fo neither ougni he to be 
a fqualid beggar. His drefs and that of his tamily ihould 
be decent. His habitation fuch as a perion of the middle 
rank in fociety might enter, without thinking himicii de- 
graded thereby : and he fhould be enabicd to procure him- 
felf and his family not only the bare neceiiarics, but the 
conveniencies of life in frugal moderation. ‘Vo thede his 
talents, his education, his application to ttudy, and the ia- 
bour of office, lay an unanfwerable ciaim. Ordinary atten 
tion to bufinefs in mechanics or tradeimen, with a moderate 
fhare of abilities, will procure him more. Where there is 
a large congregation of fix or feven hundred perfons, he 
fhould receive a fufficiency to be able to give his children a 
good education, to put them out apprentices and fupport 
them during that time ; and likewile to be forward in cen- 
tributing to every good work in favour of religion and be- 
nevolence. If he fhould likewife have it in his power te 
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leave behind him to his wife and children a few hundred 
pounds for their fupport, is it too much? He mutt be a man 
of talents, prudence, and labour, to raife, and keep up fuch 
@ congregation: and the exercife of thefe talents in any 
other employment would have bidden fair for opulence. It 
is hard indeed, if fix or feven hundred people cannot do 
all this without laying any unreafonable burden on them- 
felves. 

Such are the claims made in behalf of the minifters of 
the Gofpel. Are they unreafonable? Let the principles. of 
equity decide. I plead not for favour, but for jultice. 

But it will be proper to enquire what provifion is actually 
made for their fupport. The writer is grieved to itate that 
the enquiry will prefent a very painful view of things. Some 
may be furprifed to hear him aflert with confidence, that 
there are not thirty minifters among the Seceders or Dif: 
fenters from the church of England, at the prefent time (ac- 
cording to the rate of the articles of living for the laft three 
years), who have a wife and four children, that can lay by 
one penny of their annual falary. More than one half of 
the minifters who have fuch a family, cannot live upon their 
income ; and if they have no private property, or do not fol- 
low fome other employment, mult run in debt. Whether 
this be the provifion which is fuitable for the laborious and 
faithful minifters of Jefus Chrift, let every man of a liberal, 
nay, of an equitable mind, ferioully confider and judge. I 
am confident that I {peak to a clafs of men who need only 
to have matters fairly reprefented in order to produce a 
change for the better. 

But as I cannot do juftice to the fubjeé in a fingle letter, 
I fhall referve my farther obfervations to a future opportu- 
nity, in the mean time I hope thefe hints, and thofe of your 
other correfpondents on the fame fubject, will excite the at- 
tention and fympathy of the religious public. 
: Yours, &c. 

B. G. 


ON DEATH. 


HOUGH the certainty of Death is univerfally ac- 
. knowledged, the generality of men think no more 
about it, than if they expected to live forever! Were our 
eonfciences penetrated, as they fhould he, witha fenfe of 


A 











¥ : 
BP Bat. 
- Ber 
ae 
meee 
itr. 
Bee 
Be 
eS 
eae. 
a 
aaa 
beg 
Wid 
Pree, 
Eee 
ie 
4 


: 
a 
E 
t 
ee 
a 
Nig 
:i¥ 
be 
Js 
. 


meter, 


rape 


Pa), ne NC? (oS ecatad Rh eo 
ta 5 ip ee oan * 
St as stoma 4 


oe Sete 


heh SOR BR a Sarge 
Suber Se 
Oi ares eas 


a 
ot nh tZ 
Want > ale 
RE. 


sas ids ie 


ae as 


Lagi ot A am 
pr iets aN ateapeel 


ae = <i 


. ae 


at 





ee a aia ete 
pnt oth, > 
rae en 


<i eae 
. = 





( 131 ) 


its eventful confequences, it would furely become the fyb- 
ject of our more frequent and ferious confideration. Every 
thing conneéted with death is calculated to imprefs our 
minds with an awful folemnity. It is the fhipwreck of all 
our earthly poffeflions. Like bufy merchants, men toil hard 
upon the fea of life, to enrich themfelves with worldly flores: 
but juft as they enter into the port of eternity, their veffel 
daihes upon a rock, and all their goods perifh; their for- 
tunes, their titles, their dignities are irrecoverably loft. 
The inward thought of men is, that their houfes fhall con- 
tinue for ever, and-their dwelling places to all generations ; 
but foon they die, and leave their wealth to others. ‘* Be not 
‘‘ thou afraid,” fays the pfalmift, ‘* when one is made rich, 
“when the glory of his houfe is increafed: for when he 
*¢ dieth, he fhall carry nothing away; his glory fhall not de- 
“‘ fcend after him.” 

Saladine the renowned Turkifh Emperor, when he lay 
upon his dying bed, commanded that a fheet fhould be 
borne before him to his grave, on the point of a fpear, with 
this proclamation: ** Thefe are the glorious fpoils which 
Saladine carrieth away with him; of all his victories and 
his triumphs, of all the riches and the realms that he pof- 
fefled, nothing now remains but his winding fheet.” 

Death is the commencement of a new exiftence, or 
rather, of a new ftate of exiftence. We have an immortal 
part that furvives the fhock of diffolution. When death 
has done his office, our fouls will then exift in a difembo- 
died flate, with all their powers in full expanfion. Here 
we are furrounded with fenfible objeéts ; but death will in- 
troduce us into a world of fpirits; here our fenfations are 
confiderably blunted ; but there they will be exquifitely keen 
indeed. Here weare fubject to various changes ; but after 
death our condition will be immutable. We fhould not 
forget to confider that death is the meffenger that fummons 
us to appear before the bar of God. As there will bea 
general and public judgment at the laft day, fo there is 
likewife a particular and private fentence pafled on indivi- 
duals at death.* When the foul is feparated from the body, 
it ftands before its Creator, and is folemnly adjudged to 
Heaven or to Hell. Death is, in every refpect, the mo- 
ment of infinite importance. It is the point in which all 
the promifes, or all the threatnings of God will meet our 
fouls; the period in which we muft plunge into unmixed 
mifery, or rife to perfect blifs; the moment that openg 
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eternity to view, and that brings us into a flate of endlefs 
happinefS or everlaiting woe! But it is impoffible to con- 
ceive what death is, in all its confequences and effeéts. 
We mutt die to know it fully. But furely we may know 
fo much of it as to teach us the wifdom of living in the 
habitual expetation of it. We are too frequently pro- 
mifing ourlelves days, and months, and years to come. 
This is our folly, “ Boaft not thyfelf of to-morrow,” fays 
Solomon,, * for thou knoweft not what a day may bring 
“forth.” What is your hfe? it is evena vapour that ap- 
* pearcth for a little time, and then vanifheth away.” Death 
pays no refpect to the regular courfe of nature. It feldom 
waits ’tilla pe: fon has filicd up histhree-fcore years and ten. 
The bloom of youth and all the vigour of health, are no fe- 
curity againit its froke. It often aims its fatal blow at the 
moft unfeafonable and unexpected moment. Sometimes 
it furprizes the youth in fcenes of diffipation, as the hand- 
writing did Belihazzar. Sometimes it fnatches him away 
as he is entering into the bufinefs of life, blafting all his 
fchemes and expectations. It demands the foul of one, 
whilft involved in earthly cares, as it did the worldling’s ; 
and tears another, like the rich man in the gofpel, from his 
afiuence, his pride, his gluttony and drunkennefs. ' 

The habitual and impreflive expectation of approaching 
death, might produce many happy effects. it would fo- 
tcinihize our minds ; it would moderate our defires of worldly 
things; it would difpofe us to ferious enquiries refpecting 
the way of faivation, and the prefent flate of our fouls. A 
ferious contideration of the probable nearnefs and fudden- 
nefs of death, fuggefts the great neceflity of an habitual 
readinefs for it. It was the fad exclamation of one upon 
his dying bed ** I had provided, in the courfe of my life, 
for every thing but death ; ; and now I mutt die, though en- 
tirely unprepared for it.” *Tis to be feared that many pur- 
fue the fame courfe, and die in the fame condition. Let 
us beware of this fatah infenfibility. Let us be cautious, 
likewife, left we delude ourfi'ves with miftaken hopes. 
We are not prepared, for death except our fins be pardoned, 
and our natures changed. Our fins cannot be pardoned, but 
through the blood of Chrift. Our natures cannot be changed, 

ebut by the regenerating influences of the fpirit of Cihritt. 
To the blood oe Spirit of Chrift, fhould we apply for thefe 
urpofes; and whether we haye already expericnced them, 
‘Should be a matter of ferious enquiry. If we have not, 
Death is our enemy; but if we have, we need not dread 
the moniler or its fling. At whatever period, or in whats 
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ever form, Death meets the pardoned and renewed foul, 
it proves a blefling. To fuch an one, fudden death is no- 
thing Jefs than fudden glory, How defirable it is then to 
have a well-grounded affurance of victory, fuch an affur- 
ance will enable us to triumph over death! This is experi- 
enced by fome.* When a perfon enjoys a perfuafion of an 
intereft in the favour of God through Chrilt ; when he is fa- 
voured with realizing views of that intereft which remain- 
eth for the people of God; he is not only delivered from 
the flavifh fear of death, but rejoices in the profpect of it. 
This is the frame of mind, which we fhould efpeciaily covet. 
It is pleafant and profitable in life ; and it is efpecially need- 
ful, invigorating, tranfporting in the hour of nature’s diffo- 
lution: bleft with this triumphant hope, as Mr. Hervey re- 
marks, ‘** you fhall enter the harbour of eternal reft; not 
like a fhipwrecked mariner, cleaving to fome broken plank, 
and hardly efcaping the raging waves; but like fome flately 
veffel, with all her fails expanded, riding before a profpe- 
rous gale,” ° | 
MANCUNIENSIS. 
. - 
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PHYSICO-THEOLOGICAL REFLECTIONS ON 
THE FIRST DAY’s CREATION. 





God said, let there be light, and there was light. 
And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the 
light from the darkness. 


And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Nights 
And the evening and the morning were the first day. Gen. te 3——5, 


PPro felf-exiftence of the world is one. of the abfurdeft 

notions that was ever covered under the name of Phi- 
lofophy : human reafon, depraved as it is, fufficiently proves 
the exiftence of a Firft Caufe, an eternal intelligent agent, 
from whom all things have originated ; but how, or when, 
isa matter of pure Revelation ; “‘ by faith,” it is, “ we 
*‘underitand that the worlds were framed by the word of 
“God :” and but for this difcovery had been left, as the 
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Gentile world long was, to the uncertainty of mere conjec« 
ture. 

It would be rafh, however, to confine the origin of the 
whole univerfe to the date of our own fyftem. Who can tell 
in what immenfe and innumerable works the divine power 
and wifdom may have engaged prior to that period? But 
not to meddle with fuch abftrufe fpeculations, the Scrip- 
tures themfelves ftrongly intimate the exiftence of intelli- 
gent creatures, and if fo, of worlds for their habitation, 
antecedent to the foundation of our globe: when “ the 
“ morning ftars fang together an all the fons of God fhouted 
** for joy.”* 

Curious minds might wifh to have a particular account of 
the creation of other planets and other fyftems; but we 
fhould not thirft to be wife above what is written. What 
God hath revealed is, we know, intended to lead us into ad- 
miration, gratitude, and obedience: what he hath concealed 
may check our wanton curiofity, which would probably be 
bufied about other worlds, to the negle&t of our own, and 
of the great Maker of them all. Befides numberlefs dif- 
coveries are referved, no doubt, for a future ftate, in which 
we fhall be led into fublimer contemplations than our na- 
ture is capable of at prefent. 

But let us ftop here and admire the vaft fcene before us: 
not the building of a city, nor the erection of an empire, 
but the creation of a world, yea, of a fyftem of worlds! 
Let us fix at prefent on fome point of contemplation, that 
our imagination may not wander and lofe itfelf in the im- 
menfe fcene before us. 

The creation of /ight, is a work that every way demands 
our aftonifhment ; but who can tell whether moft to admire 
the work itfelf, or the manner in which it was wrought. 
Creatures in their feveral fpecies, are obliged to exert a 
degree of labour and care in producing certain effects ; and 
, the moft exalted cannot work without materials to aét upon; 
but it is the glory of God to produce a world out of nothing, 
—and light out of darknefs ; and to affect thefe, with the 
- fame eafe that a word is uttered from our lips ; ‘* He {pake, 
** and it was done: he commanded and it ftood faft.” 

** The divine wifdom” (fays a philofophic writer) ‘“ ap- 
pears, perhaps, in nothing fo remarkable, as in the extreme 
fubtilty of the particles of light: without this quality it 
could not pervade the pores of bodies, and fo we could 
have no tranfparent fubftances ; and every thing but the 
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furface of a body would have been concealed from our 
fight.” This extreme fubtilty of its particles, was farther 
neceflary on account of the velocity with which it ftrikes 
our eyes, for it is demonftrable, that were a million pars 
ticles of light to weigh but one grain, inftead of enlight- 
ening it would totally blind us: for the velocity of light is 
many thoufand times fwifter than that of a cannon ball. 
Infinite Majefty! with what inconceivable exattnefs haft 
thou weighed thefe particles, that although myriads of them 
are conftantly beaming on our eye-balls, we receive pleafure 
from them inflead of pain and darknefs ! 

To the exiftence and wonderful properties of light we 
owe all the beauties in the fair face of Nature, which would 
be otherwife an univerfal blank. But of all the objects it 
difcovers, its own glory is the moft brilliant. ‘* Truly the 
“light is f{weet, and a pleafant thing it is for the eyes to be- 
** hold the fun.” 

It has been objected by Infidels, that light was created be- 
fore the fun: but would they have had the fun exift before 
light? Is it not more natural to fuppofe firft the creation of 
this wonderful'ele ment, and that afterwards the fame divine 
hand that made it, moulded the celeftial flames into funs 
and flars ? But all our conjectures are in the dark. When 
God {fpeaks, it is our place to believe and adore in filence. 

‘* And God faw the light that it was good”. Not a weak 
glimmer on the {furface of the creation, as fome have fu 
pofed ; but a glorious luftre equal to the purpofe of formin 
all the luminaries of our fyftem. It was good and fufficient 
for the defigns the Creator had in view.—And ‘ God di- 
‘* vided the light from the darknefs,” by fo placing it to the 
ealtward of our globe as to anfwer the temporary purpofes 
of a fun, and give light to one hemifphere only. of our globe 
at once. 

‘‘ And God called the light day, and the darknefs he 
** called night. And the evening and the morning were the 
‘‘ firft-day.” Time commenced then, it fhould feem before 
the creation of light, which formed the firft morning : 
ever fince the rotatory motion of our globe has produced 
the wonderful phenomena of day and night, in regular fuc- 
ceffion ; and that light might not “ burft” on us, as at firft, 
‘from tenfold darknefs,” infinite wifdom has, by means 
“ the atmofphere, foftened its introduction by the gentle 

awn. 

—“ The firft day! Behold then, the birth of time in 
eur fyftem! Now was the curtain drawn up, which fhall 
not fall till every defign of Providence refpeCting man fhall 
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be accomplifhed. This was the firft day of the firft yeay 
of the creation. Now the flage was preparing, (if we may 
ufe dramatic terms on fuch a fubject,) on which were to be 
tranfacted all the grand myfteries of man’s redemption. 
But what fhould raife a fongin heaven? Why fhould 
the morning ftars now fing—Why fhould the inhabitants of 
the fuperior worlds fhout for joy ?— Let us reflel-—Prior 
to this we read of the fallof angels. Lucifer, that bright 
-and morning ftar, rebelled and leit his ftation. Sin had 
entered the univerfe and banifhed the guilty legion of re- 
volting fpirits. Could heaven mourn? At leaft there muft 
have been filence there ; * a folemn paufe in the fongs of 
angels: and, could angels weep, a tear of 4ympathy and 
grief muft have bedewed their golden harps. But the 
breach is about to behealed. The inhabitants of a new 
-world fhall refill the thrones of fallen {pirits, and re-people 
their deferted flations. Nor is this all. Let us fuppofe 


-with Milton, that the infurrection of rebellious angels arofe 


from retufing due honours to the Son of God, who thought 
it no robbery to be equal to his Father. Behold, the fcenes 
unfolding in which he fhall exhibit a model’ of condefcen- 


fion and humility, by ‘ taking on him the form of a fer- 


vant,” and being found in the likenefs of a man. Yet 


farther, here is a theatre erected, in which is to be exibi- 


ted the moft auguft difplay of all the divine perfections. 


-Here “ mercy and truth fhall meet together, and righteouf- 


‘** nefs and peace kifs each other.” 

The first day! “important era! Here hiftory fixes her 
line, and marks all the great events, and revolutions of our 
Globe. Already hath fhe extended it, to the commence- 
ment of the 59th century of the creation—eventtul period! 
Who can prediét the changes of another age? But this 

may fafely be foretold, that the period is not very diftant, 


which fhall clofe them all. The light of this world fhall 
‘fet for ever ; and its beauty be reduced to ruins, until he 
that fitteth on the throne fhall fay —“* Behold, I create all 


“things new!” and with his Second fiat produce from the 
afhes of our globe, the New Jerufalem—* Like a bride 
*¢ adorned for her hufband.” ‘Then “ fhall the fun no more 
* give light by day,nor the moon by night; but Jehovah 
“ jhall be our everlafting light, and God himfelf our glory.” 


é eee 
* Rev. viiie 1, 
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ON WINTER. 





~Fond man 

Behold thy pictur’d life! pafs fome few years 
Thy flowery fpring ; thy ardent fummer ; thy 
Sober autumn fading into age: And 

Pale concluding winter comes at laft 

And fhuts the fcene! 


S° fung one of the fweeteft Britith bards: and-fhall he 
fing in vain? Ah no; ict us, in contemplating the 
prefent gloomy feafon, lift up our hearts to the God of 
mercy, and beg his affiltance tokeep our fouls from cold- 
mefs and barrennefs. Cheerlcfs is the winter, but let not 
eur hearts be cheerlefs ; for in winter was the God of our 
falvation born: perhaps to fhew us when in the depth of 
affliction, when we blindly think that all things are againft 
us, and when all hope of being faved is loft, that we have 
an all-wife and an almighty Saviour ; but his ways are not 
eur ways, nor his thoughts as our thoughts. The north 
wind blows bleak ; black looks the atmofphere ; all Nature 
feems to lower, all Nature feems to frown. If winter wears 
fo unpleafing an afpeét to thofe who are in plenty, what 
muft it wear to the houfelefs child of want! What mutt 
be the feelings of that mother who has neither warmth nor 
food ‘to impart to her children? What the fenfations of 
that man who through the hardnefs of the times cannot 
procure bread for his family. Ah, my friends, that mo- 
ther’s feelings is as exquifitely formed for maternal fenfi- 
bility as your own: That man’s heart is as affeClionate as 
the fondeft father’s, the tendereft hufband’s: and thall fuch 


«© Solicit the cold hand of charity ! | 
‘“ ‘lo fhock us more—folicit it in vain !’”’ 


I know the hand of the Chriflian is open: the heart of 
the philanthropift expands at human mifery. But O, ye 
fons of feftive mirth ; ye daughters of thoughtlefs gaiety, 
can you exclude all feelings from your hearts as eafily as 
you do the cold from your habitations! When you fit in 
plenty furrounded by every elegance, even to luxuriance, 


can you wifh to think of the poor? 


“ Vou. IL. S 
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You teel not the northern blaft, you feel not the chill of 
poverty ; but hundreds of the children of God feel it: and 
this commandment have we from him, “ that he who loves 
“¢ God, loves his brother alfo.”’ John iv. 7. 


‘‘ But little think the gay licentious throng, 
‘“ Whom pleafure, pomps, and affluence furround : 
‘¢ Ah, little think they, as they dance along, 
‘“« How many feel this very moment death, 
‘“ And all the fad variety of woe.” 
THOMSON. 


But though they feel not the inclemency of winter fkies, 
they will one day feel the chill hand of death. It will be 
vain then to wifh they had their time again. With what 
horror will they then recollect thofe words—For “ with 
“‘the fame meafures that ye mete withal, it fhall be mea- 
* fured to you again !” 

Then while life is lent, be emulous of the god-like vir- 
tue of diffufing to others the blefings and comferts you 
enjo 

ie gloomy feofon isa proper emblem of our natural 
ftate by fin—as the fucceeding fpring is of our converfion 
and renovation by grace divine. ‘Then may we fay with 
the Church, ‘* The winter is paft—the rain is over, and 

““ gone.” To thofe who have experienced this happy 
change, all the fucceffive feafons are full of mercy ; and they 
can fee the bounteous hand of their Ged in all the varieties 
of the revolving year. The grace of Chrift in the heart, 
and the blood of atonement fprinkled on the confcience 
will give joy in the midft of Nature's gloom, and peace 
amidit all her tempefts. 

Though the prefent feafon is gloomy and freezing, and 
Nature feems inanimate, let not the freezing influence ex- 
tend to our hearts. But O, that zeal and love may enkindle 
in our bofoms ; and difplay itfelf in love to God and man: 
remembering thofe words of our Lord, “ For as much as 
‘ye did it unto the leaft of thefe my brethren, ye did it 
“unto me.” 


God will reftore what you refign, 
Or grant you bleflings more divine. 


Fanuary, 1801. SOPHIA 1—. 
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ECONOMY OF CHARITY. 


To the Editor. 
SIR, 


ERHAPS it may not be thought unfuitable to the fub- 

ject propofed in the Supplement of your laft volume, 
under the title of “* The Economy of Charity,” to fuggeft a 
hint refpecting what are commonly called “ The Ways and 
Means :” the raifing of which, at the prefent time, will un- 
doubtedly require every aid. In the beft times, it muft be 
confefled, Economy well becomes the profeffors of religion 
but in thefe, to us unexampled days of diftrefs, it will not, I 
hope, be deemed unreafonable, if they be expected to deny 
and reftri€t themfelves the ufe, not only of what are ufually 
efteemed fuperfluities, but alfo of conveniencies, and even 
neceffaries ; that they may thus “ bear each other’s burdens, 
and weep with them that weep:” it is prefumed, that even 
to thofe who only make pretenfions to humanity, it will be 
more gratifying to feed the hnngry, to clothe the naked, and 
to vifit the fick and diftreffed in their afflictions, than to in- 
dulge themfelves with any thing that may be difpenfed with ; 
and a benevolent mind will, no doubt, cheerfully attend to 
every hint that may tend to anfwer fuch an end.—Suppofe 
then, by way of outline, that, exclusive of their ufual benefi- 
cence, to meet the prefent exigencies of the poor, thofe per- 
fons who drink wine were to abridge themfelves of only one 
glafs each day, which is equal to a pint a week, and if rated 
at only one fhilling and fixpence the pint, the amount of the 
fame for the year is 31. 18s.—Perhaps fome retrenchment 
may be alfo made in the fupplies of their tables, fay only to 
the amonnt of two guineas for the year, and by wearing their 
apparel rather longer than ufual, probably a faving of another 
guinea might be added: and in further aid (as it could not be 
injurious here to look forward) might not a few journies to 
the country, and efpecially the intended excurfions in the 
enfuing feafon to watering places, be put off ut least one year, 
or till the times bear a more favourable afpect ; it is likely 
that, upon the loweft eftimate, we might add to the account 
in that particular, five guineas for each perfon. The libe- 
ral will eafily improve fuch hints, while another defcription 
will endeavour to object, perhaps, that it is impracticable, 
and particularly as it relates to clothing, that it would de- 
feat the purpofe by injuring trade, and eventually the poor 
nianufacturer ; but let it be recollected, it is not propofed to 














( 140°) 


make thefe favings that they may be hoarded in a coffer, or 
lent upon ufury ; in faét, a transfer only is propofed, and 
trade upon the whole will be as much, if not more promoted 
by fupplying the poor from fuch favings, with coarfe gar- 
ments to wear, or blankets to cover them, as by manufaétur- 
ing for the higher ranks in life a fuperfine coat, a fuperb 
carpet, elegant lilks or muflins, and expenfive lace. 

Poflibly it might help the generous in the difpofition of 
what they devote to charitable purpofesif they had a f{peci- 
fic plan, which in moft cafes is very ufeful, if not neceffary 
to the proper performance of any defign ; by it they could 
act with more certainty, and perbaps it might be adopted 
with utility to their general benevolence. What is here of- 
fered is intended only as an example, as it refpects what, it is 
hoped, will be the extragrdinaries of the year, it has in fome 
meafure been tried and acted upon, and, is now fubmitted 
by afriend to the poor, and, 

Your humble fervant, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


1801 Dec. 20. 1800. 
Le s. d, 
Les By increase of fub- 
{criptions tofoup > 2 2 G 
ei Societies, &c. 
25. By relief to a) 
poor minifter ; 
wife ill; 7 chil- 
dren ; falary $1 1 © 


wine as above, 52 pints 
at Is. 6d. 

To ditto fupplies of the 
table 


-d 
To propofed favings of 

8 O 
: 220 
To ditto of wearing 7 :% 














parel under 601. per 
To ditto,for two per-) ann. 4 
fons by deferring an 26. By two families 0 140 
excurfion to a water- almoft ftarving ‘ 
ing place, including 28. By two ditto. lL +kO 
pocket expenfes, car- +10 100 | Jan. 1. 1801. By a 
riage, &c. but exclu- poor man Vveryill,}0 26 
five of lofs to bufinefs aged 74. i 
therefrom, waite at qmagaeenp 
home, &c. J 5 O 6 
——— | By balance remain- 
17 110 ing to be tipo: bs 106 
fed of. 
17 11 0 


* *. Our Correspondent has been very moderate in his estimate, or we con- 
¢eive he might have added several items to his savings ; a8 for instance, in 
excursions of pleasure, public dinners, entertainments for company, coach- 
hire, &c. &c. and among his articles of charity, he might have included bene- 
oo societies for visiting the sick, Sunday schools, religious tract society 

cc. 


Eprror. 
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———wD -. aE ~— 
ECONOMY OF CHARITY, 


Continued. 
Sir, 


& CORRESPONDENT in your laft fuggefted a plan 
of Economy by which perfons in the middle ranks of 
life may be enabled to do good by very moderate favings 
without an enlargement of their expences. ‘The plan is 
good, and will, I hope, be acted upon by many. At the 
fame time, as man is fo perverfe a creature, as always torun 
into extremes, I am fearful that even this excellent idea ma 
be abufed, and my fufpicion has been encreafed by the fol- 
lowing circumftance : 

My neighbour, Mr. Saveall, isa very affiduous tradefman 
in the watch branch, who has by economy and application 
to bufinefs, in better times than thefe, faved a decent pro-: 
perty ; and as the love of money commonly encreafes with 
the opportunities of gain, he has grown more and more par- 


‘fimonious as he has fucceeded in bufinefs, till he has ac- 


quired the above appellation. I met with him the other 
night at my next door neighbour’s, Mr. Goodman, who 
takes in your Magazine, and this piece lying on the table 
introduced a conyerfation on the importance of economy, 
as affording the means of benevolence. In the courfe of 
chat we learned from Mr. Saveall the following: particulars 
of his generofity, and the means employed, as he faid, to 
enable him honeftly to afford it. 

Mr. S. who tilllately, never, I believe, indulged a thought 
of giving, has been excited by the good example of his 


. neighbours to fubfcribe to our parifh Soup Eftablifhment, 


befide actually giving fome little donations in private inftan- 
ces of ficknefs and diftrefs which have come under his ob- 
fervation ; but in order to do this he confefles he has been 
obliged to {pare in other particulars. It was not in his pow- 
er to fave in wine, becaufe he did not allow himfelf any ; his 
clothes are never more than decent ; and his table admits of 
very little retrenchment, as you would foon find, Mr. Edi- 
tor, if you had the misfortune to dine at it ; and as fora wa- 
tering-place—nothing but the bite of a mad dog would fend 


him thither. His fayings are therefore of a different niae . 
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item. By abatement in the =~ of his maid L. & d. 





fervant - 0 10 @ 
Item. By 6d. per week deduéted from the errand- 
boy - * e'-O 
Item. By dealing witha dhenp baker, ond buying 
bread under the affize - - 1 6 0 
Item. By abatements in the prices of workmen 
employed in bufinefs, 2s per week 5 4 0 
£8 6 O 


A little ftruck with this new plan of economy, I took the li- 
berty to enquire on what principle he could require abatements 
in bufinefs, or in fervants wages, when times were fo extreme- 
ly hard, and whether he did not expe to lofe his fervants? 
“Oh! no, ” faid he, very coolly, “*my old woman is not 
every body’s money now, and as fhe cannot do fo much 
work fhe has no reafon to expect fo much wages.—My boy 
I took out of the country: he has no friends, and if he 
leaves me he muft ftarve. As to work-people, half a loaf is 
better than no bread, and our branch is fo very dead, that 
people ftrive to under-work one another, and I have a right 
to employ the cheapeft.”—-“‘It may be fo, Sir,” faid I; 
*¢ but does it not fhock your humanity thus to opprefs the 
oppreffed, and grind the faces of the poor!” ‘To be fure, 
Sir,” faid Mr. Saveall, “it is not altogether the thing; 
and I could not be fatisfied with myfelf, if I {pent my money 
in extravagance or vice: but, Sir, as I mean to confecrate 
thefe favings, or at leaft the greater part of them, to chari-+ 
table and pious ufes: this, you know materially alters the 
cafe.”—“ True, Sir—it makes it ten times more—and is as 
acceptable to the Lord, as the price of a dog, or the hire of 
a whore in facrifice.” 

I need hardly add, Mr. Editor, that Mr. S. and I foon 
parted; —but I fear he is not the only man that does evil 
that good may come ;-—and you know what the Apoftle fays 
ef fuch characters. 

HOMO. 
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“LACK OF KNOWLEDGE. 
To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 


SiR, 


HAT thoufands and ten thoufands in this land are pe- 
rifhing for lack of knowledge is an awful truth, and 
little attended to. We feel, and juftly, for the prefent ne- 
ceflity of the poor, and every hand is open to furnifh them 
with food to fupport the dying body. Yet man, in the beft 
fenfe, ‘* liveth not by bread alone, but by every word which 
‘* proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” How great a famine, 
and more fatal in its effects, than that of bread and water, 
prevails in the prefent lack of the word of the Lord, the pure 
and precious Gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift, thofe who 
have fenfes of fpiritual difcernment only can perceive. To 
them the cry is great, and they awake to the help of their 
miferable and perifhing fellow-creatures. Hence the blef- 
fed efforts which have of late been made to carry the light 
of truth into the darkened corners of the land, where the 
fhadow of death and ignorance is fpread over the inhabi- 
tants. The enmity and oppofition which thefe philanthro- 
pic efforts have produced is well known, and the intention 
of putting fome barriers in the way of thofe, who humanely 
and compaflionately are feeking thofe poor fouls whom no 
man careth for, avowed. But the Lord will, I truft, difap- 
point the devices of all, who would be hinderers of his word. 
The confideration of this was forcibly impreffed on my mind 
by the following account, which a gentleman in company 
related, and which I fhall give you, as near as I can _recol- 
leét, in his own words. 

*¢ ] was one day laft feafon out a fhooting with the mini- 
fler of the parith, and having occafion to quit our horfes to 
beat fome contiguous ground, we called.a boy that was near 
to hold them, with a fine open countenance, about fifteen 
years ofage. Mr. , the parfon, on difmounting, afked 
the boy, Do you know me? No, fir. How old are you? 
I believe fifteen. Don’t you ever come to church? No. 
Have you never been there ? Yes, when I was chriftened, 
I believe, and when Farmer R—— was buried ; but I did 
not go into the houfe ; I only faw the man with a great fmock 
frock at the grave. Have you any parents? Yes. Have 
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you any brothers? Yes ; four befides me, and daddy and 
mammy. And do they none‘ of them go to church ? No, 
What do you do on a Sunday ? Why, daddy and mammy 
lie abed all the morning, and I and my brothers go out into 
the foreft to gather wood.” 

Now what muft become of thefe poor creatures, if no 
perfon goes into the foreft to feek them? Is it criminal in 
any good man to read, or {peak to them, unlefs he is ordain- 
ed and licenfed by the Bifhop himfelf? Will the Bifhop 
feel light under the load of thefe periihing, neglected beings, 
and neither fend himfelf to feek them, and thofe who were 
willing to go, would he hinder? The fact is certain, that 
multitudes of fuch are every to be found ; who are diftant 
from the church, or carelefs about the fabbath, or even when 
they go once a week, if fo often, the means of inftruction 
are fo {mall and inadequate to all neceflary information in 
divine knowledge, that ignorance and error cannot but reign 
uncontrouled, and with them the profanenefs and difordered 
manners, againft which many make fo loud a cry, and yet 
take no effectual fteps to remove them. If the Lord hath 
yet me¥cy in ftore for this guilty land, he will revive his 
work, and ftir up a {pirit of more awakened attention in mi- 
nifters and people. Then none will think it a fufficient ex- 
cufe to fay, “* Am I my brother’s keeper ?”” But loving out of 
a pure heart fervently every good man will feek to commu- 
nicate the bleffed truths he himfelf has been taught of God, 
and will not fuppofe the abufe or reproach of men a reafon 
for preventing him from plucking thefe brands from the 


burning. 
| PHILOSUKOS. 


——e 3 


' ANSWER TO THE FOLLOWING QUERY: 


How could Jefus grow in wifdom and knowledge, if he 
were the true God, and, confequently, infinite in both ¢ 


[; there be any difficulty in reconciling thefe ideas, it muft 
be on the fuppofition, that a union of the divine and hu- 
man natures in the perfon of Chrift implies @ communication 
of properties ; i. e. that whatever property belongs to him 
as a divine perfon, it muft, on his afluming human nature, 
belong to him as human. But I know of no fuch fentiment 
being held by any trinitarian. It is always maintained, fo 
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far as I know, that as Chrift was very God, he retained all 
the peculiar pronerties of godhead ; and as he was triade ve- 
ry man, he affumed all the peculiar properties of manhood. 
The above fuppofition, fo far from belonging to the doctrine 
of what is called the hvpoftatical union, is utterly inconfiftent 
with it ; for ifthe union of the human nature to the Divini- 
ty imply, that it muft become infinite in wifdom and know- 
ledge, it alfo implies that it mult become omniprefent and 
almighty. And it might with equal propriety be afked how 
could Jefus grow in ftature and ftrength, if he were infinite 
in power? as how could he grow in wifdom and knowledge, 
if he were infinite in both ? But this is equivalent to afking, 
How could he be a child born, and yet be called the Mighty 
God ? That is, how could he be both God and man ? 

Further, if a union between the divine and human nature$ 
of Chrift imply a communication of properties, why fhould 
not that communication be mutual? There is juft as much 
reafon for concluding that all the imperfections of humanity 
fhould be imparted to the divinity, as that all the perfeétis 
ons of divinity fhould be imparted tothe humanity. But this 
would form a contradiétion ; as it would be fuppofing him 
to retain neither perfe€tion nor imperfection, and fo to bé 
neither God nor man. 

But if we admit the fcriptute account of things, no fuch 
confequences will follow. Jf that eternal life that was with 
the Father was fo manifested to us, as to be capable of being 
heard, and seen with our eyes, and looked upon and handled ; 
in other words, if he were a divine perfon, always cxifting 
with the Father, and was manifefted to us by the affumpti- 
on of human nature ; and if each nature, though myfteriouf- 
ly united, yet retains its peculiar properties, all is confiftents 
Lhings may then be attributed to Chrift which belong to 
either his divine, or his human nature: he may be a child 
born, may grow up from infancy to age, increafe in know- 
ledge, in wifdom, and in ftature ; be fubject to hunger, and 
thirft, and wearinefs, and painfulnefs; in a word, in all 
things be made like unto his brethren: and at’ the fame 
time be, in another refpedt, the mighty God, upholding all 
things by the word of his power. 

Uf thou be the Son of God, faid Satan, command that these 
stones be made bread. ‘This was infinuating that it was in- 
confiflent for fo divine a perfonage, who had the command 
of the whole creation, to be fubje& to want. But the an- 
fwer of Jefus intimates, that he was alfo the son of man, 
and that, as fuch, it was fitting that hefhould fedl his depén- 
dance upon God, 

Vou. II, T 
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The writer ef the epiftle to the Hebrews, after afferting 
the dignity of the great Author of Chriftianity, as not only 
fuperior to angels, but acknowledged by the Father as God, 
whose throne was for ever and for ever, obviates an objec- 
tion, that would arife irom his deep humiliation; fhewing 
thé neceflity there was for his being made like unto his breth- 
ren. 

Socinians may amufe themfelves, and their admirers, by 
talking of the abfurdity of God being expofed to fuffering, 
and of a man of Judea being the creator of the world. 
They know well enough, if they had candour fufficient to own 
it, that it is not as God that we afcribe the former to him, 
nor as man, the latter: yet, owing to the intimate union of 
divinity and humanity in his perfon, there is an important 
fenfe in which it may be faid, that the prince (or author) of 
life was killed; that God purchased his church with his own 
blood ; that, hereby perceive we the love of Gon, because he 
LAID DOWN HIS LIFE for us; that our GREAT Hicu 
Patrst, Jesus tur Son Gop, was TOUCHED WITH THE 
FEELING OF OUR INFIRMITIES, and that he who was born 


in Bethlehem, was before all things, and by him all things 
consist. ! GAIUS. 
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ANECDOTE OF DR. DODDRIDGE. 
To the Editor. 


Sir, 


Perfuaded that the name of Doddridge will create no com- 
mon degree of intereft in the minds of thofe who fofter 
the orphan memory of departed worth ; I have felected, 
for the gratification of your numerous readers, the follow- 
ing interefting Anecdote, recorded by the Rev. Job Orton, 
in his ‘“* Memoirs of the late Rev. Phillip Doddridge, 
D. D.” The early infertion of it will oblige, 

Your’s refpecttully, 
Bonner’s Hail, MINIMUS. 
Fan. 2d, 1801. 





N event of a public uncommon nature, (fays Mr. Or- 
ton,) in which bea particularly concerned, deferves 
to be related, as an @vidence of his great benevolence, and 
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for the fake of the ufeful refleCtions he makes upon it :— 

“ April 5th, 1741. At our aflize laft month, one Bryan 
Connell, an Jrish Baptist was convicted of the murder of 
Richard Brymley, of Weedon, about two years ago. The 
evidence againft him at his trial feemed full and {trong ; 
but it chiefly depended on the credit of an infamous woman, 
who owned fhe had lived with him in adultery fome years. 
There were fome remarkable circumftances in the courfe 
of the trial, in which I thought the Providence of GOD 
wonderfully appeared. The prifoner told along ftory of 
himfelf ; but it was fo ill fupported, that I imagine no one 
perfon in court believed it. I vifited him after his convic- 
tion, with a compaffionate view to his eternal concerns; but 
initead of being able, by any remonftrances, to perfuade 
him to confefs the fact, I found him fixed in a moft refolute 
denial of it. He continued to deny it the next day with 
fuch folemn, calm, but earneft appeals to heaven, and fervent 
cries that GOD would infpire fome with the belief of his 
innocence, that I was much impreffed. As he defired to 
leave with me, at the time of his execution, a paper, in 
which he would give an account of the places where, and 
the perfons with whom he was, when the murder was com- 
mitted, I was fo ftruck with the affair, that I obtained time 
of the Under Sheriff to make enquiry into the truth of what 
he had told me. Having fent a wife and faithful friend to 
Whitchurch and Chetter, to examine the evidence he ap- 
pealed to, { found every circumftance which the convict had 
afferted, proved ; and the concurrent teftimony of five credi- 
ble perfons attefted, that he was in Chethire, when the mur- 
der was committed. Thefe teftimonies I laid before the 
Fudge by whom he was condemned, for the deliverance of 
what in my confcience I believed, and do {till believe, to 
be innocent blood. But the Fudge did not think himfelf 
warranted to reprieve him; as the evidence given againft 
him by the wicked woman was materially confirmed by two 
other witneffes ; and becaufe he thought the moft danger- 
ous confequences might attend fuch an examination of the 
affair as I propofed. The Conv:c# was accordingly execu- 
ted! I had laboured with unwearied pains and zeal, both for 
the deliverance of his life, and the falvation of his foul. 

What made the cafe more affeéting to me was, that nothing 
could be more tender than his expreffions of gratitude, and 
nothing more cheerful than his hope of deliverance had 
been. Among other things I remember he faid, ‘ Every 
drop of my blood thanks you.’ He wifhed he might, before 
he died, have leave to kneel at the threfhold of my door to 
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pray for me and mine, ‘ You,” faith he, “ are my Re 


deemer in one fenfe, (a poor, impotent redeemer !) and you 
have arighttome. Iii live 1 am your property, and | 
will be a faithful fubje@t.” The manner in which he {poke 
of what he promifed himfelf from my friendthip, if he had 
been fpared, was excecding naiural and touching. Upon 
the whole, I never pafled through a more flriking fcene, 
I defire it may teach me the following Icffons: 1{t, to adore 
the awful justice of GOD in caufing this unhappy creature thus 
infamoutly to fallby her with whom he had fo fcandaloufly fin- 
ned, to the ruin of avery loving and virtuous wife. Thus ‘Gop 
made-his own law effectual, that the adulterer should die, 
2dly, To acknowledge the depths of the divine counfels ; 
which in this affair, when I think on allthe circumftances 
of it, are to me impenetrable. 3dly, To continue refolute 
in well-doing, though I fthauld be, as in this inftance, I 
have been reproached and reviled for it. Some have faid, 
that laman Jrish {apist; others have ufed very contemp, 
tuous language, and thrown out bafe cenfurcs for my inter- 
pofing in this affair ; though I am in my confcience perfua- 
ded, that to have neglected that interpofition, in the view I 
then had of things, would have been the moft criminal part 
in my whole life, 4thly, May I not learn from it gratitude 
to Him, who hath redeemed and delivered me? In which, 
alas! how far fhort do I fall of this poor creature! How 
eagerly did he receive the news of areprieve for a few 
days ! How tenderly did he exprefs his gratitude ; that he 
fhould Be mine; that I might do what I pleafed with him ; 
that I had bought him ; {poke of the delight with which he 
fhould fee and ferve me: that he would come once a year 
from one end of the kingdom to the other, to fee and thank 
me. and fhauld be glad never ta go out of my fight. O why de 
not our hearts overflow with fuch fentiments on an occafion 
infinitely greater ! We are all dead men. Execution would 
foon have been done upon us: But Christ has redeemed us 
to God by his blood. We are not merely reprieved but par- 
doned; not merely pardoned but adopted ; made heirs of 
¢tcrnal glory and near the borders of it. In confequence of 
all this we are not our own, but bought witha price. May 


we glorify God in our bodieies and {pirits which are his } 
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ANSWER TO THE FOLLOWING QUERY :— 


What are the best Means of Preservation against 
Bacgshiding ? 


T is ufual with us to confine the idea of a backflider toa 
A good man. I apprehend, the Scriptures do not ufe the 
term always in this fenfe. Backfliding always fuppofes a 
religious profeffion ; but does not neceflarily imply that this 
proteffion is fincere. The ungodly Ifraelites, who had not 
the fedr of God in them, aretermed backfliders, in Jer. ii. 19. 
Saul and Judas would be accounted backfliders, in the f{crip- 
tural fenfe of the term, as well as David and Peter. The 
backflidings of the latter were partial, and of the former 
total. 

But I fhall fuppofe the querift to be a good man, and that 
he feels a pronenefs to depart from the living God: perhaps 
fome particular temptation may entangle him, or eafy-befet- 
ting fin perplex him: he may have had feveral narrow ef- 


‘capes from open fcandal, and may be apprehenfive that, in 


fome unguarded moment, he may be drawn into that which 
may ruin his future peace and ufefulnefs. 

Where I a itranger to fuch exercifes, I fhould be but ill 
qualified to write upon the fubjecét. The cafe of backfliders 
has lately been much imprefled upon my mind. Great 
numbers, I am perfuaded, among profeffing chriftians, 
come under this denomination, At prefent, I thall only 
offer three or four direétions to. the confideration of the 
querift, or any other whofe cafe they may fuit. 

Firft, Every mean fhould be ufed that may ftop the ave- 
nues of temptation, or prevent its coming in contact with 
the evil propenfities of the heart.—If their be nitre in our 
habitations, it becomes us to beware of fire. Such was the 
counfel of our Lord to his difciples, in a feafon of peculiar 
danger: Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation, 
He had himfelf entered that field, and came out a conquer- 
or; but he knew what was in man, and counfelled them rath- 
erto avoid thancourtthe conteft. In cafes where the heart 
begins to be feduced by temptation, it will foon become reft- 
lefs, folicitous and importunate ; it will moan after it, and 
be exceedingly fruitful in devices to get into the way of it ; 
it will perfuade confcience, for unce at leaft, to be filent; it 
will blind the mind tothe evil, and paint the defjrablenefs of 
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the good: and if all this will not do, it will promife to be 
only a looker-on, or that thus far it will go, and nof arther 
—but if thou haft any regard to God or his caufe, or to 
the welfare of thine own foul, consent THou not! Temp- 
tation leads to fin, and fin to death. Whatever company, 
amufement, occupation or connexion, has frequently caused 
thee to offend; thatis, the eye that requires to be plucked 
out, leit thy foul bleed in the end, beneath the flroke of God’s 
difpleafure. ~ 

Secondly, Beware of the first stages of departure from 
God.—All backilidings begin with the heart. Jer. i. 19, 
From hence are the issues of life. Private prayer, it may 
be, at firft becomes wearifome ; no communion with God 
in it: it is then occafionally negleéted: hence public ordi- 
nances ceafe to afford their wented pleafure ; chriflian fo- 
ciety is dropped ; the world takes up your attention, and 
you have little or no time to {pare for religion: fome carnal 
acquaintance, perceiving you to be coming, draws you on; 
recommends you to read fome one of the liberal produ¢tions 
of the times, by which you are to learn that there is no need 
to be fo rigid in religion, and no harm in frequenting the 
theatre, or in devoting a part at leaft of the Lord’s Day to 
vifiting, or amufement. Thefe are a few of the feeds of 
death, from wHence have fprung many a bitter harvett. 


46 Beware of fin, then crufh it at the door ; 
*‘ If once ’tis in, it may go out no more!” 


’ BuNYAN, 


Thirdly, If thou haft in any degree been drawn afide, 
give no reft to thy foul till thy fin is crucified, and thy con- 
{cience reconciled by the blood of the Crofs. It is too com- 
mon for fin to be worn away from the memory by time and 
new occurrences, inftead of being wafhed away at the gof- 

el fountain: but where this is the cafe, the ftain is not re- 
moved, and its effects will fooner or later appear, perhaps, 
jn a_form that may caufe the ear of every one that heareth 
it totingle. He that honoureth me, saith the Lord will I 
honour; and he that despiseth me, shall be lightly esteemed. If 
we care fo little for the honour of God’s name, as to be un- 
concerned for fecret faults, we may expect he will care as 
little for the honour of ours, and will give us up to fome open 
vice, that fhall cover us with infamy. 

Fourthly, If fome extraordinary temptation, or eafy-be- 
fetting fin perplex thee, bend not thy attention fo much to 
the fubduing of that particular evil, as to the mortification 
ef fin in general; and this not fo much by directly oppofing 
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it, as by cherifhing oppofite principles.—We may heal an 
eruption in a particular part of the body, and yet the root of 
the difeafe may remain, and even be gathering ftrength. 
We may alfo be employed in thinking of our fins without 
gaining any afcendency over them: on the contrary, they 
may, by thofe very means, obtain an afcendency over us. 
If we go about to quench a fire by direétly contending with 
it, we fhall prefently be confumed by its flames; but by ap- 
plying the oppofite element, it is fubdued before us. It is 
thus that the fcriptures direct us: Walk in the spirit, and ye 
shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh. The heart cannot be 
reduced to a vacuum: if fpiritual things do not occupy it, 
carnal things will. It is by walking with God, and con- 
verfing with the doctrine of the Crofs, that we fhall become 
dead to other things ; and this will go to the root of the evil, 
while other remedies only lop off the branches. 

GAIUS. 


———m ¢> a - 


ORIGINAL LETTER OF THE REV. MR. TOMS. 


Hadleigh, April 28, 1783. 
Rev. and Dear Sir, 


T has frequently recurred to my thoughts, fince peace 

has been reftored with New England, that about the year 
1753, at a meeting of the Minifters at Sudbury, Dr. Dod- 
dridge being the preacher, after dinner the Dr. propofed to 
the aflembled Minifters, perhaps fifteen or twenty, (i can- 
not recollect exaétly, but I was one of the number) that an 
attempt fhould be made, to engage the Body of Protetftant 
Diffenters to unite in maintaining a Miffionary in America, 
among the Heathen Indians, after the manner of our breth- 
ren in Scotland, who have long done it; and not without the 
{miles of Heaven on the labour of love. ‘I have read in 
print,” faid the Dr. “* That Mr. David Brainerd, one of 
their Miffionaries, was profpered to the converfion of a town 
of favage Indians, who were brought to fuch faith, humility, 
diligence, prayerfulnefs and fanétity,” fays the writer, “as 
furpaffes all I ever read of, to be fo general.” He refers 
to the Life of the Rev. David Brainerd, by Fonathan Ed- 
wards, M. A.—I remember, Sir, when Dr. ge pro- 
pofed his fcheme to the Minifters at Sudbury, among other 
things, he faid, ‘‘ It appeared a reproach, that fo refpeétable 
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abody of mén a8 the Proteftanit Diffenters through England, 
did put no helping hand towards promoting and fpreading 
of the Gofpel among the Indian ations of América; and this, 
when the Seots have ah honourable Society for the Propa- 
gation of Chriftian Knowledge,” &c. Can you, Sir, recol- 
lect aught of the Dector’s defign and plan? Can you put me 
into a way of béing informed? Could not the Rev. Fob Or- 
ton fatisfy the delite? I willi to know, and having fet my 
Rand together with the other minifters, (no one diffented) 
would gladiy fpend fome of the reffiaining fads of life 
fpeedily. The Doétor’s death, foon after the meeting 
above-mentioned, broke off the pious, truly chriftian and be- 
nevolent attempt I defire, Sir, to excite my brethten to 
take up this matter into ferious confidefation ([ am not likes 
ly to bea provoker long. Heb. x. 24:): And you, Sir, in 
particular; ahd as Dr. Gibbons, &c. Ke. ate your intimates, 
wifh to have your thoughts concerning fetting fuch a fcheme 
on foot. Have wrote to enquire of the Rev. Mr. Harmer, 
whether he can recolleét the Doétor’s propofal, though am 
not certain he was there. Mr. Ford and Mr. Hextal, 
the only perfons I remember they are gone into eternity 
years paft. This mite, in effay, is humbly laid at the foot 
of Him to whom we are indebted far beyond ten thoufand 
talents—ourfelves—our all. To his protection, direction 
and blefling, commending you and yours, I remain, with 
refpects, to all friends, 


Rev. dear Sir, your affectionate 


Rev. Mr. Palmer, Hackney. Is. TOMS, 


—_———euiy =: Gee — - 


ON THE CIRCULATION OF RELIGIOUS 
TRACTS. 


Mr. Eprror, 


A: the general meeting of the Religious Traét Society 
reported by you laft month, which I had the pleafure 
of attending, the following ideas ftruck me on the eafe and 
practicability of extending the influence and utility of the 
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Society; and I drop thefe hints for the information of others, 
who have not had the opportunity of making the fame ob- 
fervations. 

1. I find a number of little focieties are forming in the 
various towns and villages of many counties, (f{ome by the 
aid of {mall weekly fubfcriptions, of a penny or two pence 
each) to purchafe cheap tracts to circulate among the igno- 
rant or profane. Among the diffenters, many of the churches 
or congregations might take up this object ; and there is no 
doubt but, like others, they would find the advantage in 
the increafe of their congregations, by the accefs of many 
who have never been in the habit of attending any place of 
worthip. 

2. Where even this object were thought too difficult, or 
in many cafes in addition to the above, little congregations, 
or village libraries might be inftituted at the fmail expence 
of half a guineaor a guinea, witha few volumes of cheap 
familiar tracts, for circulating among the poor who are 
willing to read; but unable or unwilling to purchafe for 
themfelves. 

3. Thofe minifters, in or out of the eftablifiment, who 
are in the habit of itinerating in the unenlightened part of 
the kingdom, fhould be furnifhed by their congregations 
with a liberal number of fuch tra¢ts, for circulating in their 
travels, 

Laftly, in the felection of tras, the greateft care fhould 
be taken not to deftribute any of a fectarian tendency, or 
with the leaft allufion to political fubjecéts ; and am happy 
to fay, that their idea appears to have been kept in view in 
all the publications of the above fociety. 
M. A. 


——ap (Dae 


THE TRUE BALANCE. 


I’ is obferved by Solomon, “ that a falfe balance is an 
‘‘abomination to the Lord; but a jult weight is his 
“delight.” As this is undoubtedly true when taken in a 
literal fenfe, fo, I think, it cannot be lefs fo, when confi- 
dered in a fpiritual. The world not only abounds with dif- 
honeft tradefmen, but with difhonetft profeffors, who, with 
the balance of deceit and error, deceive many. It is, there- 
fore, of fome importance to enquire what is the true ba- 
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lance? to difcriminate between the juft and the unjuft, and 
to fincbout the right Randard. Some make their owe dog- 
matical opinions the true balance, by which they weigh 
their neighbours. Orhers try all by their own «xperience. 
Some captious profeffors, w ho have as little found intelle& 
as they have pure love, weigh all in the falfe fcale of bigotry 
and conceit ; and generally confider a!l as nought who do 
not exzétly fee as thev do. The phleematic weighs the 
man of lively feelings in the balance of aff-cted deliberation ; 
and the men of ardent pafions weighs the phlegmatic in 
the fcale of feclings j—wand thus they condemn each other ; 
and itis tobe feared that we have all been to cuilty of 
difhonefiv, in having ereGted our own fecret ftandard. 
But as this is againft the royal low, and as there is one 
gencral meafure by which we fhou'd be regulated, we fhall 
do well to confider and abide by it. This halance is the 
word of Ged ; it was made in the court of Heavea, and is 
fent down to this our world, for the very purpof: of efta- 
blifhing right and propriety among men ; it is compofed of 
the pureft and richeft materials, and held in the fteady and 
powerful hand of the Almighty : it exactly anfwers the end 
for which jt was defigned. 

Now this muft be ufed upon all occafions, under all cir- 
cumflances, and in all places. Our principles muft be tried 
by this. Every fentithent muft be brought here; and 
however fpecicus it may be, however rational it may 
feem, however apparcntly conducive to our happinefs, if it 
accord not with the jufl weight, it mult be rejected. It is 
not what a proud prieft may affert, an ignorant enthufiaft 
belicve, or a wretched bigot hold forth to us as the truth ; 
but what the word of God declares, that we muft abide by. 
By this aifo we are to afcertain, whether our experzence be 
genuine. The pafions muft be weighed here ; and it ts 
neceflary to be very cautious, fince a heated imagination 
violent emotions, and a warm temperament of conflitution, 
are often put for real devotion and livelincfs of affection. 
But if put into this feale, we fhall foon fee whether our 
feelings be of the right kind: if they do not tend to hu- 
militv, do not excite to obedience, do not prompt to gra- 
titude, the balance will not be iz equilibra ; ; but the wei ight 
of truth will abundantly preponderate, and at once fhew the 
the lightnefs of our fuppoted property. The condud mutt 
here be weighed. Many ancient and modern {cales have 
been ufed for this purpofe. The balance of charity has 
been adopted by fome, who have faid, as long as we love all 
men, the little irregularities of our lives will be forgiven. 
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Others have made the balance of fuffering the ftandard, 
and fuppofed that their forrows will fufliciently expiate 
their fins. Many have ereéted the balance of outward 
morality ; and thought it might be fuffictent to lop off a 
few excrefcences from a vitiated condudt, and practife a few 

ublic virtues, and then all would be well. But thefe are 
all counterfeit, and not one of them mutt be trufted. The 
only balance for the conduét, is the word of truth. This 
requires not a partial amiablencfs before men; not afew 
external accomplifhmenis ; not a fhew of charity alone ; 
but felf-denial, peace, meckne fs, temperance, fobriety, hu- 
mility, patience, and purity. And though the beft of men 
too often fail here, yet without thefe, we have no character- 
iftic marks of being true Chriftians. Thefe are the folid 
weights which bring the fcales, at lealt fomething toward 
the true counterpcile ; and he only is the happy man, 
who derives all his ideas of spiritual quantity from this 

meatfure. 

But, toimprove thefe few thoughts, let us, 

1ft. Beware of the “ balances of deceit.” A charge was 
brought againft Ephraim, that thefe balances were in his 
hand¥. ‘Fhe God of this world, who has always been a 
deceiver from the beginning, has taken care to counterfeit 
a balance which he impofes onthe ignorant; and, what is 
more, like every other impofior, he affures them it is the 
only true one. Let us examine well what we ufe ; and if it 
agree not with the flandard already mentioned let us utter- 
ly reject it. 

2dly. Let us remember, that God cannot be deceived. 
He weighs the moll minute things in his balance ;—he_ will 
admit of no counterfeit ;—he fees the leat delet ;—his 
hand is not only firm, but his eye is omnifcient. In the 
balance of his ftrict juftice, it is true, we all fail; and if 
he marks what is amils, who can ftand? but in this balance, 
the merit of Jefus Chritt, on our behalf alone, preponde- 
rates. He requires, however, fincerity of love, unreferved 
devotion, and uniform obedience ; while the bafe priaci- 
ples of hypocrify he deteéts and abhors. 

3dly. A good man defires to be regulated by the true 
ftandard, and to be what God would have him. Let me 
fays Job, be weighed in an even balance. We adarives the 
rectitude of the divine ‘nature, the beautics of holinefs, 
and acquiefces in the requilition of obedience and fubmif- 
fion, ‘* Search me and try me,” is his language, “and know 
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** my thoughts, and fee if there be any wicked way in me ; 
“and lead me in the way of righteoufnefs.” As it is an 
evidence that there is fome bafe alloy when we are fearful 
of the right ftandard,—fo it argues fincerity and truth when 
we are defirous to be tried in God’s own way. 

Laftly, How deplorable the cafe of thofe who are ftran- 
gers to truth! they, if laid in the balance, “ are altogether 
** lighter than vanity :” they muft be caft away as nothing 
worth : dying impenitent, they will in the laft day be put 
in the fcale of juft judgment; and being found wanting 
in principle, in love, in faith, in obedience, muft be for 
ever wanting alfo-in happinefs and peace. 

C. B. 


ON SLANDER. 
i ane this infinuating vice has made its way into 


Chriftian focieties, is become too plain to be denied ; 
though our fpiritual indolence may keep us from that rigid 
felf-examination, which, if faithfully practifed, would de- 
te&t it in ourfelves. There are two ways by which this evil 
hath crept in among us unperceived, and almoft unrefifled. 
The firft grand inlet feems to be pride ; adefire of efta- 
blifking our charaéter for difcernment ; of appearing to be 
perfons whofe opinion of fentiments and conduct is of im- 
portance to our friends. Well might our Saviour fay to 
his difciples, ** ¥e know not what manner of fpirit ye are 
**of.” Can the followers of the meek and lowly Jefus— 
can they who acknowledge themfelves, in their daily addref- 
{es toa throne of grace, guilty, hell-deferving creatures, 
conftantly depending upon the Father of mercies, through a 
Redeemex’s intercefion for frefh fupplies of grace, can 
thefe form an high opinion of their own difcernment, and 
think meanly of the attainments of theirbrethren? I[s this 
following the Apoftle’s inftruCtions: “ In lowlinefs of 
‘“‘ mind preferring one another ; each eftceming others bet- 
* ter than himfelf?” Ahno! this is exalting ourfelves above 
our brethren, and bringing ourfelves into imminent danger 
of that punifhment threatened in Scripture to fpiritual as 
well as carnal pride: ‘ He that exalteth himfelf fhall be 
““abafed.” Let us refle&t on the confequences of this un- 
jultifiable conduét, and ferioufly afk ourfelves, if it be our 
real defire to increafe im faith, charity, and every Chriftian 
grace? Iffo, are thefe the means by which we can expect 
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to fucceed! Our propenfity is to form an eftimation of 
ourfelves, by a comparifon of our own character with that 
of our neighpour,— —though the word of God fhould be our 
ftandard: But if we are fo unjult as to employ our time in 
feeking out our brother’s failings, that we may manifeft our 
difcernment or eftablifh our fuperiority, are we not very 
liable to think more of ourfelves than we ought to think? 
On the contrary, if by the grace of God, we are enabled to 
difcern the excellencies of thofe humble followers of the 
Lamb, who do not fo much employ their time ia watching 
over others, as in keeping their own garments unfpotted, 
will not our emulation be roufed to tread in their fteps ? 
and may we not expect, through the grace of God, “ to 
‘‘ have our hearts purified, through faith, to an unfeigned 
*‘ love of the brethren?” 

Another inlet of this odius vice, is the dread of fingu- 
larity. This is the foundation of almoft all finful confor- 
mity to the world: anx t, what is more deplorable, it works 
very powerfully upon ingennous minds. The pious Dr. 
Young prays, 


“ Pardon our crimes, forgive our virtues too ; 
“ Thofe leffer faults, half-converts to the right.” 


It is melancholy to think that fweetnefs of temper and 


compliance of difpofition fhould be abufed by Satan and 


the world to draw men into dangerous {nares and bafe com 
pliances! But Chriitians fhould not be thus deceived. 
‘“* Thofe who have named the name of Chriit, fhould de- 


** part from all iniquity, and hate the garments” that are 


even “ {potted with the flefh.” Has this been our careful 
and conftant practice? Have we not mixed in fociety 
where this propenfity to flander has made its appearance at 
firft, like a gentle inoffenfive ftream, but has kept increa- 
fing till it arifes to a torrent of troubled waters ?—a torrent 
which we could not get clear of without poiluting our minds 
and endangering our peace? And has not this been repeat- 
ed by fome of us, till we have, through habit, become 
unconfcious of our frequent participation in this fafhionable 
iniquity. 

Will your candid Chriftian readers, Sir, permit an ob- 
{cure individual to lay before them two or three methods, 
which he hopes, through a divine blefling, have been and 
may (by refrefhing his memory in committing them to 

paper) be flill more helpful to him, in com! bating a depra- 
vity, which he feels and laments ; and to be delivered from 


which, he is defirous to offer up ‘his earnett prayers to that 
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God who hath promifed to work in his people, both to will 
to do of his good pleasure. 

1. Self-examination and felf-reproef, may be very ufe- 
ful expedients. Let our active thoughts turn inward, and, 


jnflead of letting our fouls, 


‘¢ Shut up in their dark room, 
“ Seeing fo clear abroad, at home fee nothing ; 
« But like a mole in the dark, bufy and blind, 
«© Work all their folies outward, and caft them up 
“ To the world’s open view ;” 


Let us keep our hearts with all diligence, for out of them are 
she issues of life. Let us be humbled under a fenfe of our 
own imperfections ; and when we find our tongues upon 
the flart to: utter fome real or fuppofed failing of our neigh- 
bour, the thought of which, perhaps, is fin, as originating 
in pride and felf-complacency,—let us check them with this 
refleCtion: What would be the fate of our characters, if 
our Heavenly Father fhould fee fit to deliver them up to 
the will of our enemies? Lead me, fays David, in aplain 
path, because of mine observers. Let us not with fuch pe- 
titions as thefe upon our lips, become the rigid obfervers, 
much lefs the calumniators of others. If we are fevere in 
judging ourfelves, we fhall have no inclination to cenfure 
others. 

2. Temperance and regularity of conduc&t. Though we 
may make confcience of refraining from running wiih the 
world in their excefs of riot, yet, if we make too free an 
ufe of the bleffings of Providence, and fuffer our hearts to 
be overcherged, we may expect our grand adverfary will 
take occafion, while our fouls are off their watch, to make 
his attack upon us. When the heart is merry, the tongue 
is too apt to run on without reflraint. Let our moderation, 
however, both in words and actions, be known unto all men ; 
an@ict every one of us be fwift to hear, flow to fpeak, that 
we may thus avoid the temptation to flander our brethren, 
for want of materials to fill up converfation. We are re- 
quired in that perfe& law of liberty, which is the delight of 
every believer, not only as the foundation of his hope, but 
as the holy flandard of all his moral obligations, both to 
God and man, to do- justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly. 
with cur God. To labour with a&tivity and cheerfulnefs ; to. 
be ufeful in the flation wherein Providence hath placed us ; 
not with a view to wordly applaufe, but in finglenefs of 


heart, fearing God, is the way to adorn the doctrine of God 
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our Saviour: and if this courfe be purfued, we fhall find 
no time for folly, and no inclination for flander. 

3. The laft and moft effeétual method, and one that is in- 
deed frequently and earneftly recommended in the word of 
God, is feparation from the world: ** Be not conformed to 
“this world,—be not partakers of their fins,—touch not 
‘‘ the unclean thing,—come out from among them, and be 
“ye feparate.” In the prefent {tate of fociety, we are not 
required wholly to feclude ourfelves from the company. of 
unbelievers; nor would it be honourable to our profe‘ion to 
do fo while Providence is favouring us with abilities, or 
fiation, or influence, that may be made fubfervient to the 
caufe of religion ; or while our calling is fuch as obliges us 
to labour among thofe whom we fhould not otherwife chufe 
for our companions: but while we are prefent with them 
in perfen, we fhould in fome good meafure be abfent from 
them in fpirit. “Phe Holy Spirit the Comforter, if we are 
enabled to pray fervently for his fanctifyi ing influences, can 


preferve our hearts and minds from contamination in the: 


midft of folly and profanity ; and even while we are necef- 
farily labouring for the food that perifheth, can fix our 
contemplations on that heavenly isheritance which is refer- 


ved for thofe whom God upholds through faith unto falva-: 


tion. And can we in the midf of fuch contemplations de- 
fcend to the grovelling vice of flander? Will not our fis 


lence rather, when this or any other unwarrantable, fubje@- 


is in agitation, operate asa guard upon ourfelves, a mani- 
feftation of our living above the world, and a gentle, though 
unequivocal rebuke to thofe who are thus abufing the great- 
eft and nobleft gift of nature, the gift of fpeech 2 : 

Thefe may be ferviceable means of combating this hate- 
ful. propenfity: they will, however, be but laborious and 
fruitlefs attempts without a divine blefling upon our endea- 
vours, Let us, conftantly and fervently, put up our peti- 
tions to the Holy Spirit, that he would defcend and take up 
his abode with us, fanctifying our hearts and flrengithening 
our hands to caft out, not only this, but a// our fpiritural 
enemies. F. 
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ON THE MIRACLES OF JESUS. 


The following extract is taken from Yohn Despagne, on the 
Creed. He was a French Proteftant, born in Dauphine, 
in 1591; and was Paftor of a congregation of Refugees, 
which met at Somerfet chapel, in Weitminfter. He died 
in 1659. iis works were publifhed at Geneva, in 1671. 


“ HEN wine was wanted for others, Jefus Chrift 

turned water into wine ; but when he was thirfty 
himfelf, he afked water of a Samaritan woman: when 
others were hungry, he fed thoufands with a few loaves; 
but when he hungred, and faw a fig-tree in the way, on 
which he found nothing but leaves, he did not make it pro- 


_ duce fruit for his own ufe, as he might have done by a 


fingle word. Thus, when wearied with his journey, he 
might have commanded angels to bear him up in their 
hands, or have caufed himfelf to be carried by the Spirit, as 
Philip was aiterwards; but he never wr ought miracles jor 
his cwn cave er convenience. As he came into the world 
for the bencfit of others, fo his miracles were referved for 
others only. This was a part of his humiliation; but while 
he employed his miraculous power for the relief of others, 

he never ufed it for himfelf.” 

This remark is very juft, though it never direétly ftruck 
my mind before ; but, upon reading it, I was immediately 
Jed to confider this peculiarity i in the Hiftory of the Life and 
Miracles of Jefus, us a {trong evidence of its authenticity. 
Had the four Gofpels been the invention of men, they never 
would have thought of obferving fuch a rule as this, in their 
reprefentation of the hero of their legendary tale, fo that in 
reciting many {cores of miracles, all fhould appear to an- 
{wer the above defcription; or, if impoftors had laid down 
fuch a rule, they would have been careful to make every 

reader notice it. Impoflters would never have given this 
uniform reprefentation in a fictitious hiflory; or, if they 
had they would have noticed it as a fubjeét of panegyric : 
but the Evangelifts always recorded with this rule, and yet 
never indicate their defire that fo ftriking a fingularity 
fhould he admired. Therefore their pi€ture muft have 
been taken fiom the life, and wot created by their own fancy. 
And if Jefus aniwered their defcription, he muft have been 
“God manifefi in the fiefh.’” Amen. S. C. 
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EFFECTS OF SECRET PRAYER, 


The following remarkable Circumftance, in'which the hand 
of God is evident, took place a fhort time fince, near the 
town wherein I refide, and may not be unworthy a place 
in your valuable Magazine. 


A young man in the army, lately called by divine grace, 
not having a place in the barracks in which he was 
quartered, wherein to pour out his foul unto God in fecret, 
went one dark night into a large field adjoining. Here he 
thought no eye could fee, nor ear hear him, but God’s: but 
He, “ whofe thoughts are not as our thoughts,” ordained 
otherwife. Two ungodly men belonging to the fame regi- 
ment, in whofe hearts enmity had long fubfifted again{t each 
other, were refolved that night to end it (as they faid) by a 
battle, being prevented at day -time for fear of punifhment. 
They chofe the fame field to fight as the other had chofen to 
pray. Now the field is very large, and they might have 
taken different ways; but they were led by Providence to 
the fame fpot, where the young man was engaged in his de- 
lightful exercife. ‘They were furprized at hearing, as they 
thought, a voice in the field at that time of night; and 
much more fo, when they drew nearer and heard a man at 
prayer. They halted, and gave attention ; and, wonderful 
to tell, the prayer had fuch an effect upon both, as to turn 
that enmity they before manifefted againft each other, into 
love. ‘They took each other inftantly by the hand, and cor- 
dially confeffed that there remained no longer, in either of 
their breafis, hatred againft each other :—-And that the Lord 
may fo faften what they felt upon their hearts, that it may 
be the inftrument in his hands, of allaying the enmity in 
their breafts againft his Blefled Self, let every reader offer 
up his humble petitions with thofe of H.D 
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ACCOUNT OF THE CONVERSION OF LEVI P— 
AND CATHARINE M— 


FYROM THE JEWISH RELIGION TO CHRISTIANITY. 


(Received fram the Secretary of the Dutch Missionary So- 
ciety.) 


EVI, the fon of an honeft Jew, well known at Schiedam, 
who, with the utmott ftri€tnefs obferved the fevere pre- 
cepts of the rabbins, was as well as his deceafed brother 
~ a good fenfe) a Jewith free-thinker ; having a great refpec 
or Mofes and the Prophets, but by no means fatisfied with 
the traditions of the Talmud, on which the brothers often 
converfed together, and communicated their doubts to one 
another, 

Catharina, the daughter of parents who, as fhe fays, are 
very honeft and virtuous, but rather bigotted to Jewifh pre- 
cepts, had lived formerly as fervant with fome refpectable 
Portuguefe Jews, at whofe houfe fhe firft heard the New 
Teftament and Chriftianity {fpoken of as worthy fome atten- 
tion; and fhe came with her mafter and miftrefs into Eng- 
land, where fhe got acquainted with fome Chriftian fervants, 
which led her to form a {till more favourable opinion of 
Chriftianity. 

Catharina, firft-coufin of Levi and his brother, having 
taken charge of their houfe-keeping, often heard the broth- 
ers difcourfe freely of feveral peints of the Jewith faith, in 
which they differed from other Jews, without being offend- 
ed,—conducting herfelf according to the fituation-in which 
fhe ftood, and conniving at their not obferving the Jewifh 
cuftoms in every particular. 

The brother of Levi was very much indifpofed, and fome- 
times ftood in need of veal foup, and other ftrengthening 
things. He felt the inconvenience of the diet allowed by 
the Jewifh Talmud to thofe who are weak and fickly ; which 
ftrengthened his opinion, that thofe laws could not be of 
God, as his laws are calculated to promote the happinefs of 
mankind, and not their mifery. His brother Levi, agreed 
with him in this ; and both began to perceive that the eccle- 
fiaftical and civil laws of Mofes were only temporary and 
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Jocal, being calculated for Ifrael in the hot climate of Ca- 
naan, and not for other climates, where they could not be 
ermanent nor lafting. 

This led them farther to examine the nature and tenden- 
cy of the Mofaical difpenfation, to confider the prefent ftate 
of their people, and to enquire into the reafon of their being 
banifhed out of Canaan: and they could not reft fatisfied in 
the anfwers of the rabbins on thefe queftions: ‘ Why Ifrael 
is excluded from Canaan ?—and what can be the caufe that 
the Meffiah, their deliverer, does not come to the help of 
his people ?” 

The brother of Levi dying in this uncertainty, Levi him- 
felf was made acquainted with the New Teftament by means 
of the furgeon who attended his brother. Reading this di- 
vine book, together with his coufin Catharina, they both 
felt an uncommon attachment to the perfon of Jefus of Na- 
zareth. 

In Levi’s opinion, Jefus was a great man, becaufe he 
dared openly contradict the Pharifees, who caft a veil over 
the law of God, and defended their precepts to the injury 
of the true faith. 

In Catharina’s opinion, Jefus was a minifter worthy of 
great efteem for his excellent morals; chiefly, for his com- 
mand, Love your enemies ! Both formed a favourable opinion 
of the perfon of the Redeemer; but ftill doubted of his 
being the Meffiah. For this reafon they afked the perfon 
who gave them the New Teftament, for the Old, which 
they had not yet read entirely. This having obtained, and 
confidered the near affinity between the Old and New Tefla 
ment, they both concluded,—“* The Old Teftament is de- 
fective without the New; and the New Teftament is a clear 
completion of the Old.” Refpecting the Saviour, they 
were, and remained ftill doubtful; and chiefly, becaufe he 
himfelf complained, as he hung on the crofs, that God had 
forfaken him,; whereas they thought, that God neither 
would nor could forfake the true Meffiah. Being opprefied 
with this burthen, and not knowing how to obtain fatisfac-. 
tion, they took the refolution of going once to the Chriftian 
church, which they did, providentially juft before Eafter, 
when the paflion of Chrift was the fubjeét of difcourfe, par- 
ticularly his exclamation on the crofs, Eloi, Eloi, &c. They 
now perceived the caufe why Jefus was thus left in his fuf- 
ferings, was, that he then made his foul an offering for fin— 
for the fins of his people. They acknowledged him to be. 
the Mefliah, and fought to be inftruéted in the dottrives of 
Chriftianity. 
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Two minifters of the Gofpel (both Members and Direc- 
tors of the Dutch Miffionary Society) interefted themfelves 
on their account, and gave them every neceflary inflruétion : 
the confequence of which was, that they nxade a confeffion 
of the Chriftian faith in the reformed church ; and were bap- 
tized on the 9th of September, 1799, which was the day of 
the Feaft of the Tabernacles among the Jews. 

Thofe minifters have taught them, that the Chriftian re- 
ligion is in fa&t the fame as the religion of Abraham, but 
more elucidated, and with this difference, that God, in the 
time of Abraham, revealed himfelf by promifes and predic- 
tions; but has now revealed himfelf by his Son, our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, in whom he will be acknowledged, trufted and 
obeyed. They were glad to hearthat the God of Abra- 
ham was the God of the Chriftians, and that they believed 
in the fame God as did the Jews. 

On the queftion, whether it difpleafed them or not to 
hear mentioned, in the Chriftian belief, the Son of God and 
the Holy Spirit, they anfwered, No: becaufe they found 
that the Son of God and the Holy Spirit were plainly men- 
tioned in the Old Teftament. 

Not being bigoted Jews, they were ready to accept the 
Gofpel-doétrine of the juftification of a finner before God, 
through faith, without the works of the law. 

When any Jew afked Levi, if he had turned Atheift by 
being a Chriftian, he anfwered, “ That he ftill believed in 
the God of Abraham, and with Abraham’s faith; but rejeét- 
cd and forfook the traditions of menonly.” Being afked, 
if he ftill ufed his bed-cords*, his anfwer was, ** No; that 
he needed them in the time he was an unenlightened Jew ; 
but, that fince he was a Chriftian, he had found by experi- 
ence the fulfilment of the holy promife, “ J will write my 
law in their hearts.” 


SOME ACCOUNT OF THE LATE REV. MR. 
HILL. | 


ATELY died at Taviftock, near Barnftable, in Deyon- 
fhire, the Rev. Mr. Hill a pious clergyman of the eftab- 
lifhed church. This good man wasa great debtor to divine 
ace. He did not occupy a place in the church fora 
morfel of bread, but was intent upon exhibiting to his hear- 


*We suppose, by way of discipline, or penance. 
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ers the bread of life ; without which their fouls muft perifh. 
His obje& was, to enlighten the dark, to inftru& the igno- 
rant, to reclaim the vicious, to convert finners from the 
error of their way, to bring back the wandering wretched 
prodigal to his God and Father, and to comfort and build 
up the Lord’s people in their molt holy faith. 

This gentleman poffeffed a good church-living; but he 
knew how to apply it to proper ufes. ‘To the rich he was 
kind and obliging; to the poor, humble and benevolent: 
they looked to him as their friend, loved him as their 
father, and revered him as their guide. He not only gave 
them the meat that perifheth, but was anxious to feed 
them with that which endureth to -everlafting life. For 
when he was incapacitated, through infirmity, for labouring 
as he had done in public, he ftill endeavoured to carry on 
the main defign, by converfing familiarly, friendly, folemn- 
ly and affectionately with his people and neighbours, as op- 
portunities prefented themfelves; and, like atrue father in 
Chrift, he fed them by the hands of others, when he could 
no longer feed them himfelf; for he diftributed {mall reli- 
gious tracts in his parifh, that when the people of his charge 
could no longer hear his voice, they might behold the tokens 
of his love, and read his own fentiments and wifhes in the 
words of fome other fervants of Jefus Chrift. 

A parifh-prieft thus improving his time, his talents, his 
fortune and his influence to the glory of God, and for the 

refent and eternal welfare of men, is a truely honourable 
and highly refpectable character. May divine grace in- 
creafe their number, that the churches may be filled with 
fuch burning and fhining lights! then fhall we fee better 
times, and become a happy people! 

Mr. Hill had a daughter living with him, who now fur- 
vives to lament the lofs of a good father; and it is hoped 
that fhe poffeffes no {mall portion of his fpirit. R. T. 
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THE WATERS OF MARAH. 


N the Old Teftament, extraordinary interpofitions of 
Providence are often prepetuated by the appropriate 


names given to the places where the glory was difplayed. — 


Thus, Abraham called the name of the place where the 
angel interpofed ¢o prevent the facrifice of Iaac, JeHovan- 
6 























| 
| 





——— 


- ~ te ee oe nt, PE deco. o 


ee 




















¢ ee) 


Jiren, the Lord will see; the Lord willprovide. At Lut, 
where he was favoured with that aftonifhing vifion in his 
way to Padan-Aram Jacob fet up a pillar, and called the 
place BeTuEL, the house of God. And when he had after- 
wards built an altar upon this facred [pot, he called it Ex- 
Betuet, the God of Bethel. In his firft vifit he obtained a 
promife, upon which he was to exercife his faith ; and now 
the accomplifhment of that promife is the fubjeéct of his 
grateful exultation. It would be eafy to multiply inftances 
of this kind ; but thefe are fufficient to lead the attentive 
reader of the Scriptures to fuch enlargements as may be 
ufeful for his conduct in difficulty, or his comfort in dif- 
trefs. 

The hiflory of God’s ancient people is of high import- 
ance to fucceeding generations ; whether we confider it as 
illuftrative of his providence, or as preparatory to the work 
of redemption. The things that are written concerning 
them, are written for our learning; pleafure and inftruction, 
are here infeparably united ; and by following them in their 
journey from Egypt to Canaan, we may obtain feafonable 
help in our progrefs towards a better country. The barren 
defert of Arabia, the courfe of their pilgrimage, abounds to 
us in fruits of instruction, encouragement, and caution. Al- 
though there is no immediate refemblance of this afflictive 
difpenfation, we neverthelefs exhibit an awful refemblance 
of that unworthy people in our forgetfulnefs of Jehovah’s 
wonderful works, in our murmurings under his paternal 
chaftifements, in our rebellions againft his laws; and as the 
nearest objc€is appear of the greateft magnitude, our own 
wanderings from the fountain of living waters, fhould more 
deeply afic& us than theirs, whatever peculiar provocations 
attended them. 

When Ifrael, after three days travelling in a hot climate, 
without water, came to their fourth fation, and found the 
waters fo bitter that they could not drink, they called the 
name of the place Maran, bitterness. A name that marks 
the courfe of their probation, and dates the rife of that fpi- 
rit of difcontent, by which they fo often difhonoured the 
wifdom of God, and expofed themfelves to his vengeance. 
After fuffering ‘under the tvranny of Egypt four hundred 
years, they were brought forth with an high hand and an 
outftretched arm. When, by the overthrow of Pharaoh 
and his hoft, they were firft delivered from the terrors of 
impending deftrudtion, as is common ina greater falvation, 
they might exult in the < flurance of leaving all the bitter- 
nefs of death, and of fuffering, in the waters of the Red Sea ; 
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and that they fhould foon take poffeffion of the promifed 
land. The extacies in which they indulged from this happy 
change, would preclude the exercife of that reflection re- 
quired by the general operations of Providence, and the 
fituation in which they at that moment ftood. Canaan was 
at a diftance ; their way to the enjoyment of its freedom 
and abundance lay through a waite howling wildernefs, 
where the Lord defigned to humble them, and to prove them, 
through the long period of forty years ; and in the bitter 
waters of the wildernefs of Shur, the firft{cene of this won- 
derful economy was difclofed. 

A dreadful famine prevailing in the land of Canaan, they 
went, by the invitation of Jofeph, into Egypt. They were 
then only feventy fouls. But the God of their fathers was 
with them; and the more they were afflicted, the more they 
multiplied, till they greatly exceeded the aftonifhing num- 
ber of fix hundred thoufand.—So fhall the enm'ty and rage 
of man always proclaim the ftabilitv of God’s decrees, and 
fubferve the accomplifhment of his promifes. Of the in- 
creafe and peace of the fpiritual feed of [frael, there fhall 
be no end, 

But how fhall fuch a multitude fubfift in the inhofpitable 
defert? Behold, if the Lord would make windows in Heaven, 
might, this thing be ? Did he not open the windows of Hea- 
ven to pour down vengeance upon the obdurate antedilu- 
vians? And has he not often opened the windows of Hea- 
ven to pour out bleffings upon the indigent and diftreffed ? 
His promife fhall again be verified. He who fo recently 
divided the fea, commands the clouds, and all the innume- 
rable hidden fprings of nature. Confined to none of the 
laws of human poflibility, he difplays the independence of 
his power for his people, where created help and worldly 
expeCtation are cut off, he glorifies his mercy in pardoning 
their rebellions, and in raifing them up from the depths of 
defpair.—Already the people of Ifrael have been three days 
without water, in a country where no friendly trees cover 
them with their fhadow. How painful is the fenfation of 
thirft aggravated by the burning heat of a vertical fun, and 
the probable diflance cf relief! Thirft is reprefented in the 
divine writings as one of the torments of the damned: a 
torment which our Lord Jefus endured when expiring on 
Calvary, as a part of the general curfe. All the viciflitudes 
through which the Jews were led, aiter they left the houfe 
of bondage, concurred in the trial of their confidence, their 
fubmiffion and their gratitude. When they came to Shur, 
panting like the hart for the water-brooks, they could ob- 
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tain no fupply ; and although at Marah they found water, 
its bitternefs precluded: any alleviation of their fuffering. 
From this afflicting period, we mutt fix the firft operations 
of atemper which obliterated the memory of a former de- 
liverance, and baffled all the generous hopes of their ap- 
pointed leader: a temper which rendered them both unwor- 
thy and incapable of genuine peace, brought upon them a 
long train of woes, and finally excluded them from the land 
of promife. 

Inftead of crying to God, and patiently waiting for his 
appearance, they became tumulsdous in their murmurings 
againft Motes, and madly wifhed themfelves again in Egyp- 
tian bondage. —Thus the indigent too often aggravate their 
fufferings, and remove themfelves to a greater diftance from 
the fruition of the good they defire ; whereas by their fub- 
miffon to the divine will, they would enfure grace from the 
fulnefs of Jefus to bear their calamities, and to anticipate the 
period of them. He who forms his defires to his fituation, 
and who moderates them by duly confidering the uncertain- 
ty and vexations to which he is liable ; he who believes that 
all the events of life harmonioufly unite in accomplifhing 
the gracious purpofes of God ; that his prefent poor and 
needy condition is probably the prelude of an adequate and 
permanent fupply ; and whofe affections are fupremely en- 
gaged in the purfuit of celeftial treafures,—this man, if fur- 
rounded with whatever is moft alluring to sense or trying to 
_ his grace, will remain {trong in the Lord, and happy in the 

light of life. 

“Socrates wifhed that envious men had more eyes, and 
more ears than other people, that they might be punifhed 
with more torment by the happinefs of others.—An envious 
and a murmuring fpirit are very nearly allied, and always 
render their fubjeéts wretched, in proportion as they fee 
their neighbours the reverfe. In the envy and murmurings 
of the Jews, we can trace the prevalence of various other 
pafiions, which are the bane of religion, which abforb all 
{piritual enjoyment, and alternately excite our contempt and 
compafion. An impatient man is a marvellous compofi- 
tion of folly, ingratitude, pride, and prefumption. He is 
a worm ftruggling under the foot of Omnipotence. He 
blots out from the :ecords of his life, the higheft favours 
God can beftow, and the beft fervices man can perform ; 
he imperioufly arraigns the juftice and goodnefs of his Crea- 
tor and Judge, threatens to throw off his allegiance, and de- 
mands that his own will be made the rule of the divine con- 
du@. But this fin carries its own punifiment along with 
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ft, Does it not increafe the weight of every burden, and 
prolong the period of fuffering? While it obliterates the 
remembrance of ancient mercies, it infufes bitternefs into 
every exifting comfort, and leaves the murmurer himfelf 
without ballaft and without compafs, expofed to the mercy 
of an unknown tempefluous ocean. 

Mofes, although defpifed and condemned by the people 
committed to his charge, became their interceffor at the 
throne of grace. In all their affitctions he was afflicted. 
He was not feen rioting in luxury, while they were perifh- 
ing in want ; and it was well for them that he was'a man 
of another {pirit ; that he was fuperior to the provocations 
of peevifhnefs and enmity; that he forgot his own fufferings, 
and could fo readily forgive their infolence, in the confi- 
dence of his integrity, and the hope of Jehovah’s interpo- 
fition. How wonderfully the talents and tempers of men 
are adapted to their ftations! and with what exactnefs, grace 
is proportioned to their trials! No man, not poffeffing the 
wisdom, meekness, and devotion of Mofes, could have main- 
tained his honour or his ufefulnefs with fuch an untoward 
generation. So conformed to the will of God, and fo ex- 
alted in his favour,—fo dead to every confideration but his 
glory, and the happinefs of Ifrael, our admiration of his 
charaéter can only be interrupted by our deteftation of the 
fottifhnefs that could treat that character with fuch indig- 
nity. In thefe, and various other particulars, our Saviour 
was a prophet like unto Mofes. He was reviled without re- 
taliating ; the wonders he performed were degraded by no 
oftentation ; his forbearance and magnanimity overcame all 
the obftacles thrown in the way of his miniftry ; he patient- 
ly endured the crofs, and uniformly defpifed the fhame. 
In life and in death he was wholly devoted to the beft in- 
tereft of an indignent, murmuring, rebellious, barbarous 
people. 

How happy it was for this guilty generation, that the 
man ordained of God to be their leader, was in temper and 
conduct fo unlike themfelves ! a man meek in fpirit, ftrong 
in faith, fervent and powerful in prayer! When Mofes 
cried to the Lord, the Lord immediately fhewed him a tree, 
apart of which he was commanded to caft into the waters, 
and the waters were made f{weet, palatable, and wholefome. 
While the infidel, to deftroy the miracle, afcribes the heal- 
ing of the waters to the natural virtues of the tree; and 
while the Jew, following vain traditions, and proud of the 
miracles wrought in favour of his nation, afferts that the tree 
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itself was bitter, the child of light will humbly adore tha’ 
omnipotent Spirit of God, who firlt moved upon the face of the 
waters, and by whofe fovereign influence this aftonifhing 
change was effected in the waters of Marah :—that Ged the 
Spirit can never be at a lofs for inftruments to accomplifh 
his works ; that for the encouragement of our attention to 
ordinances, he employs means in fulfilling his defigns, when 
his arm alone is adequate: that in fituations the moft un- 
promifing and diftrefling, he, according to ‘his word, will 
appear for the fupport, confolation, and deliverance of his 
people. Of thefe truths we fhould never lofe fight; thefe 
truths fhould be deeply engraven upon our hearts. 

We haveagreater Advocate with the Father than Mofes: 
even Jefus, who is gone into Heaven, and is on the right 
hand of God ; angels and authorities, and powers being 
made fubject unto him, Arn intereft in his love will recon- 
cile us to every difappointment ; believing views of his 
crofs will fweeten every affliction ; the profpect of that pe- 
riod when the Lamb in the midst of the throne shall lead them 
unto living fountains of water, and wipe away all tears from 
their eyes, will elevate their thoughts and affections far 
above thefe troubled f{cenes, and increafe the ardour of their 
defires to depart, and to be with Chrift. Our prefent fecu- 
rity refts upon no legal conditions; our full redemption upon 
no mere probabilities. ‘he Lord Jefus is our furety, our 
guide, our defence, our fulnefs ; and he is the same yester- 
day, to-day, and for ever. We may be in want of temporal 
comforts ; we may be exercifed with many calamities ; we 
may walk in darknefs, and have no light ; but faithful is he 
who hath called us; and he will never gather our fouls 
with finners. Let us then ceafe to murmur, let us live by 
faith, and let us daily anticipate the glories of that reft 


which remaineth for the ranfomed of the Lord. 
P. 
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CIRCULAR LETTER FROM THE DIRECTORS OF THE 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY TO THE DIVINITY STU- 
DENTS IN THE VARIOUS BRITISH SEMI- 
NARIES. 


BELOVED BRETHREN, 


HE Direétors of the Miffionary Society, formed for 

the fpreading of the glorious Gofpel in heathen and 
other unenlightened countries, falute you with much affec- 
tionate refpect. We venerate the heaven-born piety of your 
minds, while, declining to enter the path to which the love 
of this world’s wealth and honour would icad you, we be- 
hold you confecrating your powers and faculties to the fa- 
cred caufe of God and of Jefus Chriftt, whom he hath fent. 
Our prayers afcend before the throne of grace in your behalf, 
that the Eternal Spirit wouid enrich your underftandings 
with profound knowledge of the myftery of godlinefs ; that 
he would animate your hearts with ardent love to the Son 
of God; and that he would infpire you with well-direéted 
zeal for the extenfion of Chrift’s {piritual kmgdom among 
men. This object, fo defervedly near to your hearts, hath 
alfo united ours; the churches of the faints have entrufted, 
in liberal meafure, to our management their filver and their 
gold: we feel the high refponfibility in which their confi- 
cence hath placed us; the inhabitants of extenfive regions 
fitting in darknefs, and in the fhadow of death, lift up their 
eves, and demand of us the means of inftruétion, of f{piritual- 
health, ofialvation. In the populous countries of Indoftan, 
in the kingdoms beyond the Ganges, in the fouthern parts 
of Africa, in Canada, inthe Britifh Weft India colonies, 
and in the numerous iflands of the Pacific Ocean; in all 
thefe places, the profpe& of introducing or extending the 
knowledge of Chrift, is encouraging: in feveral of them, 
the Society has miffionaries, who are now engaged in the fa- 
cred work. Kut their numbers are neither equal to their 
fituations, nor to the means of exertion which the Society 
poffefies. We feel it to be our duty, therefore, beloved 
brethren, to come forward, and, in the bowels of Jefus Chrift, 
to addrefs ourfelves to you, 
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The command of our exalted Lord is not confined to 
apoflolic man. ‘Go ye into all the world, and preach the 

** go{pelto every creature.” Its obligation lies onthe church, 
till, in the fulleft fenfe, “the kingdoms of this world len 
** come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chrift;”’ till, 
‘from the rifing of the Sun, even unto the going down of 
*““ the fame, his name fhail be great among the Gentiles ; and 
‘* in every place incenfe be ofiered unto his name, and a pure 
*¢ offering.” But hath the Chriftian workd duly felt the weight 
of God’s authority in this command? What proportionate 
efforts have been made, efpecially among Proteftants, dur- 
ing thefe two laft centuries, to carry the word of life beyond 
the boundaries of Europe? How will men, to whom the God 
of nature hath imparted rich endowments ; men, whom the 
Spirit of God hath fitted, and called to the Chriftian mini- 
firy ; men to whom Divine Providence has opened fair 
fields of extenfive ufefulnefs in unenlightened countries, 
anfwer tothe Son of God for their fupinenels and neglect 
of his facred command? 

Have you, beloved brethren, yourfelves pafled from 
death to life? Do you enjoy peace with God, through our 
Lord Jefus Chrift? Do your fouls triumph in the profpe& 
of immortal bleffednefs ? Hath God beautified your minds, 
dignified your characters, with the lovely dilpofitions and 
tempers of Jefus Chrift? Turn your eyes to the deplorable 
{tate of human nature in heathen lands. “ Their underftand- 
“‘ings darkened; alienated from the love of God, through 
*‘ the ignorance that is in them, becaufe of the blindnefs of 
“their heart ; paft feeling, given over to lafcivioufnefs, to 
*¢ work all uncleannefs with grecdinefs , changing'the glory af 
** the incorruptible God into an image made like to corrup- 
*¢ tible man, and tobirds, and four-footed beafts, and creeping 
‘things ; filled with all unrighteoufnefs ; taken captive by 
‘¢ the Devil at his will.” Are not all the fympathies of your 
renewed hearts awakened ? Doth not the fire burn while 
you mufe on the negleéted miferies of millions of your fel- 
Jow men, who “have no hope, and are without God in the 
world ’”* Donot your fouls feel a generous ardour to impart 
to them the means of that bleffednefs of which you your- 
felves fo richly partake ¢ 

The Son of God left the realms of glory, funk into our 
nature, and in that nature encountered poverty, fatigue, 
the {corn of proud men, and the infults of the mean ; re- 
proach, virulent oppofition from earth and Hell, and at laft 
all the fhame and painof deathon the crofs. Thefe ills he 
encountered and endured, froma principle of loye to your 







































srr OTST TT RY HT 
7, A. ft ss awe 
Pe eres te Tae 


~. phate, a cai 
bs 





( 173 ) 


fouls. Is there any return then which he may require of 
you ; any facrifice of care, of earthly profpects, of friend« 
fhips, of the charities of dear and valuable relations, too 
great to be made forhim? Are there any dangers from 
itorms and tempefts, from a vertical fun, or a howling wil- 
dernefs from the unbridled paffions of men, or the fnares of 
the Devil, too formidable to be met by you, for his fake, 
who, in the caufe of your falvation, fet his face like a flint 
againft all oppofition, remained ftedfaft and immoveable, 
till, in triumph, he exclaimed “ It is finifhed !” In truth, a 
life of antediluvian extent, of apoftolic activity, and dark- 
ened by all the gloom of prifons, banifhments, tortures, and 
deaths, which diftinguifhed the ages of perfecution, would 
be but a poor return on your part to the Son of God, for 
what he endured in your behalf. 

Confider, beloved brethren, the importance of the object 
to which we would draw your attention ; the introduction 
of the light which came from and leads to Heaven ; the 
tranflation of men from the kingdom of Satan into the king- 
dom of God’s dear Son ; the laying of the foundation of a 
building, which fhall grow into an holy temple in the Lord; 
the fowing of the feed of the word in fields, which may pro- 
duce harvetts of chriftian tempers and guod works, in per- 
petual fucceffion, till the confummation of all things ; the 
falvation of immortal fouls, for which the Son of God laid 
down his life, in which the Spirit of God deigns to dwell, 
and for which bleffednefs is in Heaven prepared, confum- 
mate in its nature, and everlafting in its duration. ‘Thefe 
are objects, great and good, calculated to aroufe and 
ftrengthen every active principle of the renewed mind. In 
the contemplation of thefe objects, we eafily enter into tiie 
juftnefs of St. Paul’s feelings, when he thus fpake: “ Yea, 
‘¢ and if I be offered up on the facrifice and fervice ef your 
“faith, I joy and rejoice with youall. From Jerufalem, 
‘¢ and round about, unto Illyricum, I have fullypreached the 
*‘ Gofpel of Chrift: yea, fo have I ftrived to preach the 
“‘ Gofpel, not where Chrift was named, left I fhould build 
‘¢ upon another man’s foundation.” 

The men of the world, in the mere profpect of obtaining 
wealth or fame, leave, without a figh, their native fhores, 
encounter ftorms, and fhipwrecks, go to the uttermolt parts 
ofthe earth, rifque their lives in unhealthy climates, or in 
the field of battle ; and all for an object, the obtaining of 
which is as uncertain as the enjoymentof it, when obtained 


is unfatisfying ! Shall then a difciple of Jefus, who, like - 


you has devoted himfelf to the crols, hefitate to follow the 
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Captain of Salvation, in making inroads on the territories of 
Satan, where the dangers are unfpeakably lefs, the advan- 
tages infinitely fuperior, the honours unfading, the reward 
eternal, and altogether fatisfying? Can the world believe us 
to be ferious in our profeflions, if we thus indolently “ abide 
** among the fheep-folds, tofhear the bleatings of the flocks,” 
which, under a plentitude of paftoral care in this favoured 
land, “lie down in green pafture,s or are led by the ftill 
waters,” and fear to “ jeopard our lives unto the death, in 
the high places of the field,” in behalf of the other theep 
not of this fold, for whom Jefus bled and died? 

Mf we are flothful and covetous minifters, and grow pale 
at the fight of the crofs, and greedily ‘ look every one for 
his gain from his quarter,” fhould we not liften to the fol- 
lowing denunciation, as if~ feven thunders uttered their 
voices: “Curfe ye Meroz, faid the angel of the Lord; 
“* curfe ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof, becaufe they came 
“not to the help of the Lord, tothe help of the Lord 
“¢ againit the mighty.” 

The character of a miffionary is defervedly held in high 
honour in the churches of the faints. The names of Elliot, 
Brainerd, and Swartz, will be tran{mitted to poflerity amid 
the efteem and veneration of all good men. Generations 
unborn will rife up in the wilds of America, and in the 
plains of Indoftan, and call them blefled. Why, beloved 
brethren, fhould not you cherifh in your bofoms laudable 
emulation of the unwearied activity and exemplary patience 
of thofe great men? After ferving the Lord Chriil for afew 
vears among the heathen, you may return to the embrace of 
your native country, covered with honour, and fitted for 
eminent ufefuinefs in affifting the fociety in future mif- 
fions. 

The Diretors have no worldly objects, by which to bring 
into their fervice able and holy men ; a decent competency, 
with fuch accommodations as the nature of the place will 
admit of, are all they can promife. The Mifionary mutt 
not feck great things for himfelf in this life : he muft not 
Jook at the things that are feen: his expectations muft be 
fpiritual and divine. But affiftance on the part of God is 
promifed, and a glorious reward provided. A field is open- 
ed to him, in which the beft principles of religion in his foul 
may be profitably employed, and, by being employed, will ~ 
be carried onward to perfection. 

We befeech you, beloved brethren, to fet apart a rea- 
fonable meafure of your time, in which, leifurely, and with 
becoming folemnity of fpirit, to turn this important fubject 
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in your minds. Implore light and direction from God, whe 
hath promifed “to lead the blind in paths.they have not 
‘«¢ knewn ; to make darknefs light before them ; and crooked 
“ things ftraight.” Realize in your thoughts the day of your 
death, and enquire what is the path which, it is likely, you 
will then approve of, and wifh youhad chofen. In this fo- 
lemn deliberation, we fhall not ceafe to pray for you, that 
‘“‘ the God of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the Father of glory,” 
may enlighten the eyes of your underftandings, that you may 
difcern the path of your duty ; may diftinguifh the voice of 
Chrift from the voice of a ftranger ; may become of quick 
underftanding in the fear of the Lord; and be enabled 
(whether called to minifter at home, or to the fons of the 
{trangers abroad) “ willingly to fpend and be fpent” in 
building the tabernacle of God with men upon earth. 


——wi» @ 4a 


LOVE TOGOD’s HOUSE 


AN EVIDENCE OF GRACE AND A PLEDGE OF PROSPERITY. 


pkg E Tabernacle in the days of Mofes, and the Temple 

in the time of Solomon were both denominated the 
house of God. In them the Lord recorded his name, and re- 
vealed himfelf: there his fervants affembled to offer their 
prayers and facrifices ; and there he accepted both them and 
their offerings. Who can wonder that devout fouls loved 
thither torefort! There they faw his power and glory : 
there were they bleffled-withaimes of refrefhing, from his 
gracious prefence. But whtere is now the ancient glory of 
Jerufalem, and the temple of Solomon? Ichabod is written 
upon them. Their glory is departed. Is there then no Bethel 
upon earth? No ferufalem for the faints to love and to 
vifit? Yes; ftill it may be faid, “ God in very deed dwells 
with men upon earth.” /here two or three are gathered 
together in his name, there is he in the midtft. 


The humble fpirit and contrite 
Is the abode of his delight. 


His faints are his temple and dwelling-houfe, his heavenly 
erufalem. They are born of a heavenly birth, nourifhed 
and fed by heavenly manna and ordinances, and finally will 
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be admitted into the ftate of heavenly happinefs. Wheté 
they now convene to hear the facred word, to fing the fpiri- 
tual fongs, to pour out their fouls in prayer, and commemo- 
rate the death of Jefus ; there, in a peculiar manner, the 
Lord is prefent. There is that Jerufalem, which every 
faint muft love ; concerning which we may truly fay, They 
Shall prosper that love thee. It muft be that the faints love 
the habitation of God’s houfe, and the place where his ho- 
nour dwelleth, for they are made partakers of that divine 
nature to which every thing in the houfe of God is quite 
fuitable. Some have grown negligent in attending public 
ordinances, from a notion of their having got above fuch 
beggarly elements, and moving in what they have called a 
higher difpenfation ; but reafon, fcripture, and experience 
teach, that the more fpiritual any perfon ts, the more he 
will delight in divine ordinances and f{piritual exercifes. If 
chriftians, in the time of pagan emperors, and the antichrif- 
tian apoftacy, would have omitted the obfervance of divine 
ordinances, they might.in a great meafure have efcaped the 
rage of their adverfaries ; but they loved the inftitutions of 
their Lord more than their lives. The longings of the new 
heart after God in his ordinances of public worfhip are 
truly and {weetly exprefled by David in the 42, the 63d, arid 
the 84th pfalms. It was faid of a greater than David, that 
the zeal of God’s houfe had eaten him up. Let it be re- 
membered, that gofpel ordinances were never appointed for 
their own fakes, or that the obfervers of them fhould reft 
in fuch obfervance ; but, that they were intended as means 
of approaching unto God, for the increafe and exercife of 
every grace. ‘They are to believers as the carcafe is to the 
eagle, as the pafture to the flock, as the waterto the fifh, or 
the mother’s breaft to the fucking child. It is in them, in 
a peculiar manner, that the Great Teacher makes his difci« 

les wife unto falvation. There he makes his word preach- 
ed profitable for do¢trine, for reproof, for corre€tion, for 
inftruction in righteoufnefs. 

When the world fays all manner of evil againft them 
falfely for Chrift’s fake, he there {peaks peace to their trou- 
bled hearts ; they fit under his fhadow with delight, and 
find his fruit fweet to their tafte. ‘There they feek and find ; 
afk, and it is given; knock, and the door is opened. God 
bleffes the provifions of his houle, and feeds his poor with 
bread. There he often unloads their burdened fpirits, di- 
reéts their doubtful ways, and whifpers they are his. There 
they meet their beft friends and kindred, to enjoy the moft 
delicious fare. There they behoid the glory, and enjoy the 
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fmiles of Chrift, their heavenly King. His ordinances até 
his gardens and his galleries where he entertains his beloved 
friends. There they draw water from his wells of falva- 
tion. How can they but love to go where they enjoy the 
fweet fellowthip of the faints, and that in communion with 
the Father, with the Son, and with the Holy Ghoft! How 
often are they there refrefhed like as with wine that maketh 
glad the heart of man! How are their hearts rejoiced to hear 
the gofpel-trumpet found ! How exceeding'y {weet and pres 
cio us thev often find the promifes! How often are they there 
relieved intimes of dreadful confli@ and fore temptation ! 
How often indulged with the bright and pleafing profpects 
of heavenly glery there exhibited! How can they but love 
to be where they find benefits fo ineftimable? There, with 
their fellow-citizens, fellow-travellers, and fellow-fufferers, 
they with one heart confefs and bewai! their numerous fins, 
and prefent their fervent prayers before the threne ; and 
there wait for anfwers of peace. Thefe are not fent empty 
away, but filled with good things. They go from the houfe 
of God rejoicing that they came to it, and will long for 
the next opportunity. We fhall hear them fay, ‘“ Come, 
“let us go up to the houfe of the Lord. It is good for us. 
“to draw nigh to God. A day in his courts is better than a 
“‘thoufand. Times of refrefhing come from the prefence 
“ of the Lord.” 

How different the attendance of fuch on the ordinances 
of God, from that of thofe who only frequent them out of 
form and cuftom !—or to be thought religious! or to work 
out a righteoufnefs of their own! Such are not concerned 
to worfhip God in fpirit and truth. It is enough that they 
attend the place, and behave with decency. They think 
they have done God fervice, and expect a reward ; they go 

rather to carry God fomething than to receive from him ; 
and, of courle, return empty away. They are glad when 
the tedious talk is over; and are far from longing for its 
return. But the fpiritual worfhipper longs for the hours of 
worfhip. He goes to it not as his drudgery ; but as his de. 
light. With defire has he defired to eat that fpiritual word, 
which to him is more than neceffary food. He loves the 
very place where he finds his beft and everlafting intereft fo 
effeCtually promoted. He will promote the building and 
fupporting of all fuch fanctuaries to the utmoft of his abili- 
ty. If he have a ceiled and pleafant houfe in which he en. 
joys the neceffaries and comforts of life for his body, hig 


family and his vifitors, he will fee to it, that the houfe of 
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his God be kept in repair, and made as convenient as cir- 
cumftances admit, to anfwer the purpofe it is defigned for. 
With the houfe and ordinances of God they will very 
highly efteem thofe minifters who officiate therein. They 
confider them as gifted and fent of God to be the inftru- 
ments of their everlafting good; they hear them as his 
meffengers? they efteem them very highly in love for their 
works fake ; they love and honour them as being the angels 
of the church, who bring them glad tidings of falvation. 
They will, therefore, pray for their fuccefs, and, in every 
pofiible way, ftudy and labour to make them eafy and happy. 
Thefe are genuine tokens of love, and infeparably connec- 
ted with pure love to the ordinances of God. ‘This love 
is not dangerous, like that of the creature, nor ruinous, like 
that of the world. Profperity and felicity, for time and 
eternity, are its never failing followers. ‘‘O Jerufalem ! 
“thev fhall profper that love thee. Thofe that be planted 
** in the houfe of the Lord, fhall flourifh in the courts of 
“our God. They fhall ftill bring forth fruit in old age : 
*¢ they fhall be fat and flourifhing. Their leaf alfo fhall not 


“ wither ; and whatfoever they do fhall profper.” 
S. B. 


ON ILL-DIRECTED SATIRE. 
Ls rece we rejoice in the downfall of bigotry, and 
h 


ave reafon to believe that a perfecuting {pirit lofes 
ground, we have to lament that there is yet a difpofition too 
prevalent among fome characters, which feems akin to thofe 
deleterious principles. This is a fpirit of unbounded, un- 
charitable, unwarranted fatire. There is a fet of beings in 
the world, who, elevating themfelves on the pedeftal of 
their own knowledge, and fuperiority of intellect, are con- 
{tantly throwing about thofe light, miff_le, yet penetrating 
weapons of ridicule and fatire, by which the innocent and 
weak are much wounded. I am convinced that thefe wea- 
pons may be of fome utility when in fkilful hands; and that 
even the humble Chriftian and faithful preacher may fome- 
times do good with them; but then they muft be ufed 
rather as armour of defence than as an inftrument of 
torture; not barbed with envy, but dipped in candour; 
not aimed with malice, but direéted by truth. The fpirit 
then we are deprecating, is not that which arifes from love, 
from a hatred of vice, from gencrous zeal ; but merely from 
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an affectation of wit, a conceit of abilities, a love toteaze, 
a narrowncfs of foul, or from a bad temper and natural cons 
ftitution, IL have not indeed wondered at this fpirit, when 
I have feen it difplayed by the children of this world ; but 
when I have witnefied this unhallowed fhait br andifhed 
about in the temple of Religion in a rafh indifcriminate 
manner, and fo many characters fuffering by it, it has given 
me pain, and led me to enquire, how far it agreed with the 
genius of the gofpel. Now it feems quite oppofite to that 
benevolent fyftem ; and every way abhorrent from the hu- 
mane fpirit of its Founder. No fy {tem indeed in the world 
ever frowns fo much upon vice ; but then no fyitem ever 
breathed fuch love. It encourages no fin; but thea it tri- 
umphs in no man’s mifery: it favours no man’s ignorance ; 
but then it takes no advantage of any man’s weaknefs. It 
fhews man the confequence of his folly ; but then it is to 
fave him from it. 

Thefe fatirizing characters, however, feem to poflefs but 
little of this amiable fpirit:—they endeavour to make them- 
felves .happy, by making others miferable. ‘ From the 
frailties and abfurdities of others, they make a wreath to 
adorn their 6wn brow: they gather together, with all their 
art, the imperfections of others, and offer them up a facrifice 
of ‘felt- love.” ‘Thefe Ithmaels have their hands againft 

every one:—they live by plunder and war, triumphing 
glorioufly over every little captive, and adding to the mife- 
ry of mankind by perpetual hoflility. What cruel difpo- 
tion! a difpofition neither countenanced by truth, nor 
fanctioned by humanity. There is fomething in it alfo as 
mean as it is unjuft. 


* Who for the poor renown of being fmart, 
Would leave aiting within a brother's heart?” 


But it will be afked, What, then, are we to be like thofe 
poor undifcerning beings who let every thing pafs for cur- 
rent? who compliment others for their weakneis? and who 
are afraid of giving the leaft offence? The reader will re- 
collect we are not fo much {peaking againfl the thing, as 
the inconfiderate ufe of it. A fatirift of true genius and 
piety may be of ufe to fociety. But who is he? Not the 
man who deals in falfe conftructions, who thinks well of no 
one but himfelf ; who, by a kind of mental perverfion, con- 
{trues the benevolent effort into a love of praife; the act of 
prudence into covetoufnefs ; the innocent defign into medi- 
tated mifchief. Not the man that glories in another’s 
faults ; that is happy to fee his neighbour down, that he may 
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ftand upon him, to elevate himfelfas an ‘ impeccable cen- 
for”. No: the true fatirift is he who draws the bow, and 
points the arrow againt{t ¢hings, rather than persons: not to 
gain applaufe, but to advance truth ; not to difplay a talent, 
but to lath folly; not to raife a laugh, but exite concern ; 
not to depreciate worth, but to improve it. How different 
is this from that {pirit which arifes from {pleen, calls names, 
wounds modetty, infults the feelings, and has no good end 
in view! 

It muft be acknowledged, that there are fome good men 
who are conflitutionally fevere, and who can hardly help in- 
dulging a fatirical humour ; but [ think fuch fhould be very 
cautious, and be much in prayer, left it prove mifchievous to 
its poffeflor as wellas its objeét. If we muft however fati- 
rize, let the arrow be pointed with truth, and plumed with 
love, left it recoil upon ourfelves, and prove fatal to our own 
happinefs. In fine, let us beware of indulging the principle, 
and practifing the diabolical art of tormenting one another ; 
for that neither defignates the Gentleman, nor fhews the 
Chriftian, C. B. 


THE BURNING BUSH. 
Mr. Editor, Wooburn, Bucks. 


I am an old Servant of the Great Refiner, and have attend- 
ed on his Furnaces, and feen fome of the Burning, yet 
unconfumed Buthes, If you think the following re- 
marks may do good to any tried minds, they are at your 
fervice. Inftead of contemplating thefe fcenes now, I 
am made a party,—I am in the Furnace,—I am aa lit- 


tle branch of the Bufh on fire, yet 
UNCONSUMED. 


Druvt. xxxiii. 16. 


——And for the good-will of Him that dwelt in the Bush, 
let the blessing come upon the head of Foseph : 





OSEPH is here bleffed with all earthly good, and that 

good is crowned with heavenly bleffednefs, “‘ the good. 
* will of him who dwells in the buth:” this is added to com- 
plete his felicity. 
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The bush designs the church of God in affliction :—there 
the great Angel of the Covenant dwells, and shews his good-~ 
will and tender love to his tried children. 

1. The burning bush is an emblem of Ifrael in Egypt, 
and of the true church in all future ages. In appearance, a 
mean folitary bufh, not a ftately tree. A buth is eafily and 
quickiy confumed when in contaét with fire ; but here is the 
wonder, the flrange fight,—it is burning, but not deftroy- 
ed *! * Beloved brethren, think it not ftrange concerning 
‘*the fiery trial which is to try you, as though fome ftrange 
‘thing happened unto yout.” Good men are often fur- 
prifed at the nature of their trials: the apoftle cautions them 
again{t fuppoting their afflictions fingular; the fame are ac- 
complifhed in their brethren, who have fellowthip with 
them in their fufferings, as wells in their confolations. 

Fire is a trying element; it gives the true character of 
things; alfo, paca to fenfibility, and’ purity to drofly metals. 
Our trials are defigned to prove, exhibit and fix our real 
character :—we mutt feel them, or they would do us no 
good. ‘They are intended for our purification from fin, 
felf, the world, and from all our imperfections, that we may 
grow in an inereafing fitnefs for the enjoyment of him, both 
here and hereafter. 

2. The great Angel of the Covenant, the Lord of angels, 
the Angel Fehovah, Abraham’s God, has his dwelling in the 
bufh; he is there now; he never leaves it, nor forfakes it. 
He prevents its confumption,—reftrains the operation of 
the flame : while he partakes of their fufferings{, he kindly 
succours his afflicted ||. In the furnace they loofen only 
their bonds; the fmetl of fire is not in their garments. 
What watchful care, inviolable fidelity, almighty power, and 
tender /gve appear in all his difpenfations! His heart is fix- 
ed on his church; his prefence is with it; and his power 
fhall fully proteét, and eternally fave it. ‘* When thou paf- 
‘‘fefl through the waters, I will be with thee ; and through 
‘the rivers, they fhall not overflow thee: when thou walkeft 
‘through the fire, thou fhalt not be burnt; neither fhall the 
*‘flame kindle upon thee : for [am the Lord thy God, the 
** Holy One of Ifrael, thy Saviour §.” Am I in the furnace? 
He fays, ‘I come quickly ;” that fhould stay my foul. 
Does he fay, “I am with thee!” that fhould comfort my 
heart. The flame fhall not finge a hair; a fhadow of an in- 


jury fhall not be experienced; “not a hair of your head 
** fhall perith.” 


* Exod. tii. 2. t 1 Pet. io. 12. j Isa. Ixiii. 9. 
|| Hed, #915. \ Isa. xliii, 2, 3. 
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3. His good-will, his tenderest love, is vifible in the support 
he grants them in adverfities. The bufh was preferved, 
though in flames. The human eye might expeét tofee it 
foon reduced to afhes; but Jefus was there, and all was fafe. 
Noah fuffered not, while death and ruin were all around ;— 
Ifrael is not diminifhed in Egypt, notwithftanding the king’s 
commandment to deftroy them ;—Jofeph is a proiperous 
man through all his fucceffive afflictions ;—-Mofes endured 
feeing Him who was invifible ;—Paul rejoiced in hope, 
though he could not extraét the thorn, nor would the Lord 
remove it at his earneft entreaty. Thefe were all fupport- 
ed till the feafon of deliverance came. 

His good-will appears in aétually freeing his people from 
fome long-continued trials. Noah, in his ark, refted on 
the mountains of Arrarat ;—Ffrael left the wildernefs, naf- 
fed Jordan, and found reft in the promifed land ;—Jofeph 
was lord over all Egypt ;—Mofes was delivered, and made 
a deliverer. 

His good-will is further exemplified in the glories which 
our trials produce. Under the direction of Heaven, and 
by the fanctified ufe which is made of them, they “ work 
“out for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
“glory.” The higheft, the moft permanent and bleffed 
ftate of glory is thereby attained. Surely good-will muit be 
at the beginning, attend the progrefs, and the termination 
of all our afflictions, which bring us thus to God and glory. 
Job’s trials were the greateft, the moft complicated and 
painful ever endured by mere man; and it is faid, “ Ye 
“have heard of the patience of Job, and have feen the end 
“of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender 


** mercy *.” 


THE CONTRAST. 


“ps any man afflicted ?—let him pray,”’ was the falutary 
advice of the great Apoftle of the Gentiles. Whata 
pity that mortals fhould need incentives to do that which 
they ought to confider as their higheft privilege! But, 
alas ! thoughtlefs man efteems his peculiar advantages as a 
burthen !—a tafk ! He would rather amufe himfelf with the 
trivial things ofa day, than hold converfe with his Creator ! 


* James v 11. 2 Cor, i 176 
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Grofs infenfibility !—blind infatuation! Many live - as 
though they had not immortal fouls to fave ; nay, fome 
carry their fenfuality fo far, as to wifh they had not: they 
pafs their time like the brutes which perifa ; and would 
think it a happinefs, could they mingle their duft with their 
favourite quadrupeds, and, like them, be thought of ne 
more. Vain wifh! it cannot be. Confcience is a faithful, 
though filent monitor ; and in the hour of ficknefs, on the 
bed of death, keen recollection’ will force its way. Con- 
fcience will then be heard ; its voice will burft on the dying 
finner, like the roaring of the lion to the affrighted traveller. 
In that hour of terror, it will take great and dreadful re- 
venge for the frequent violations is has fuffered ; when its 
friendly admonitions have been defpifed, and its foft whif- 
pers difregarded at the midnight, or the Bacchanalian fef- 
tival, where, 


Againft Reafon, Riot fhuts the door! 


TIow dreadful the fituation of fuch men at the point of 
death! An accufing confcience,—a jultly offended God,—. 
and a never-ending eternity before them,—~a terrible pre- 
fentment of being caft out from the prefence of their Ma- 
ker, far from the abodes of the happy, into thofe regions, 
where 


“ Hope never comes, that comes to all.” 


But how different is the fcene which paffes “ in the 
chamber where the good man meets his fate :” he has loved 
the law of his God, and been enabled to feek falvation in 
his Gofpel: and now in his hour of need, while the dews 
of death hang on his brow, his God forfakes him not, but 
comforts, futtains, and fupports him by his prefence ; and 
at this trying moment affures him of endlefs happinefs,— 
fhews him an immortal crown, which will never fade ;— 
and {trews the bed of pain with the rofes of peace. He has 
a manfion on high, and death will kindly break the chain 
which detains him from his home :—he lays down his 
clothing of mortal flefh, in the full and certain expectation 
of rifing clothed in immortality ; and, as while in this ter- 
reftrial world he loved to pray, in the celeftial world he fhall 
{pend a happy eternity in praife. In the profpect of thele 
glories, let us defpife 


* This world, and all its gay joys, 
** That its thoufands has fnar’d and undone.” 
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and confider, them in the fame light as the hufbandman does 
the flaunting poppy, which proudly rears his head among the 
rich and beautiful corn —its colours are vivid, but its pro- 
perties ftupifying and deadly. 

That we may efcape thefe fnares, and attain the fubftan- 
tial “‘ glories of eternity, let us turn our backs upon the 
world, and run with patience the race that is fet be‘ore us, 


looking unto Jefus, the author and finifher of our faith.” 
SOPHIA T—. 


——[—D 5) > a 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


To the Editor. 
Sir. 


As an encouragement to the friends of religion, who are en- 
gaged in the fupport of Sunday Schools, and Sunday 
Evening Schools, for the religious inftruction of children, 
I beg the favour of you to infert the following pleafing 
inftance of fuccefs, communicated to me by a medical 
gentleman who attended the deceafed. G. B. 


N confequence of reading Mr. Bogue’s tract on the in- 

ftruction of the Rifing Generation, and a fermon preached 
for a charity at the old meeting in Kidderminfter, feveral 
chriftian friends of that congregation united in eftablifhing 
a fchool for this purpofe ; and, in one inftance at leaft ; 
they have reafon to hope their labours have not been in 
vain. 

Elizabeth Highway, a poor girl in her 15th year, had 
heard the gofpel, in confequence of the regular attendance 
of her parents, but was quite ignorant when admitted into 
the fchool. The prize of a New Teftament being promi- 
fed to the firft child who fhould be able to repeat the whole 
of Dr. Watt’s Second Catechifm by heart, fhe applied her- 
felf diligently to the tafk, and accomplifhed it perfectly in 
about a month. 

An expreffion in a fermon by Mr. Steill, firft led her to 
pray in fecret. About this time fhe was alfo brought under 
very deep convitions of fin; and there appeared to bea 
hopeful work of grace begun upon her heart. ‘ The firft 
fymptoms of a confumption having taken place, I attended 
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her (fays my correfpondent) in my profeffional capacity, 
and confequently had an opportunity of witnefling the gra- 
dual decay of her earthly tabernacle, and beholding the {pi« 
ritual edifice rifing on its ruins. Not to mention every 
thing that paffed in converfation between her and her friends, 
fuffice it to obferve, that fhe gradually obtained a fettled 
peace of mind. Her memory was extremely tenacious of 
thofe paffages of {cripture which fhe had learnt ; and the of- 
ten applied them in converfation with the greate{l propriety. 
Her patience under her fufferings, and her entire fubmiflion 
to the will of God were very itriking. She talked of death 
with the greateft familiarity and compofure ; and being 
afked if fhe wifhed to recover, fhe anfwered, ‘* No, I lon 
to depart, and to be with Chrift, which is far better.” The 
day before her diffolution, fhe defired that Mr. Steill, and 
the two perfons who had taught her the Catechifm, &c. 
might be fent for, that fhe might thank them for their pub- 
lic and private inftructions. After having languifhed about 
three months, fhe departed, in full poffeffion of her inter- 
lects, faying, ‘‘ 1 am now going; I hope the Lord will 
meet me.” In fhort I think fhe gave as fatisfaétory evidence 
of being in a converted ftate, as could be expected from one 
ofher age. Many pleafing refleclions will fuggeftthemfelves 
to the mind of the reader ; and, I truft, the account will 
operate on the hearts of many, fo as to encourage them in 
the fupport and extenfion of thefe ufeful inftructions.” 


G. B. 


If this account were read to the children of Sunday- 


Schools,&c. it might have a good effect. 





—_—m> €D 


ANECDOTE. 
| A JEW went from Paris to Rome, in order to acquire 


a juft idea of the Chriftian religion, as at the fountain 
head. There he beheld fimony, intrigue, and abominations 
of all forts ; and, after gratifying his curiofity in every par- 
ticular, returned to France, where he gave a detail of his 
obfervations to a friend, by whom he had been long folici- 
ted to abjure Judaifm. From fuch a recital, the Chriltian 
expected nothing but an obftinate perfeverance in the old 
VoL. II. Aa 
































er Nh nt = ete 


ao Oe 





> 


et ee ee 
. —_ _ Reennas _— 


ee oe 





Boe cee 





ae a ee 





—— 
om 


— 








( 186 ) 


worfhip ; and was ftruck with amazement when the Jew 
acquainted him with his refolution of requefting baptifm, 
upon the following grounds of conviction :—That he had 
feen at Rome everv body, from the Pope down to the beg- 
gar, ufing all their endeavours to fubvert the Chriftian faith ; 
which neverthelefs, daily took deeper and firmer root, and 
muft therefore be of divine inftitution. 


- ar (> aa 


DEATH. 


EATH, that mighty victor, retards the progrefs of 
human fplendor by his repeated blows. He triumphs 

over the vain diftinctions of the great, and {ways his haughty 
{ceptre throughout the world. Like an imperious prince he 
breaks the filken cord of friendfhip, and deftroys the golden 
chain of conjugal felicity. ‘The beauteous and ferene muft 
fall refiftlefs into his cold embrace, as well as the {warthy 
Ethiopian. Alexander the Great, who fat down and wept 
becaufe he had no more worlds to conquer, with one act of 
this tyrannic monfter’s, received a mortal ftroke which 
checked his towering ambition, and put an end to all his 
glory. That too afpiring mind which he poffeffed could 
icarce be kept within the boundaries of the globe ; but now 
content with {maller room, he lies at eafe within the narrow 
limits of afhroud. Mortals, the young, the fair, the noble 
and the wife, mutt alfo meet with the fame irrefiftible fate. 


And 


“ Ev’n I, the loweft of the throng, 

*¢ Unfkill’d in verfe, or artful fong, . 

*¢ Shall fhortly fhroud my humble head, 

‘“ And mix with them among the dead.” 
Rowe. 


And is it true that I fhall quit this ftage of mortality? Is it 
an undeniable fact that this tabernacle muft ere long be un- 
pinned, and mingled with its native duft? Why then, O my 
foul! art thou centring thine affections in any thing below 
the fkies? Confider that this is not thine home ; it is but an 
inn, where weary vilgrims call for refrefhment, and then 
purfue their journey to another, a better country. A& 
like the man who, when travelling to Jerufalem, met with 
many things in the way which attracted his admiration ; but 
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at every obje&t made a fudden paufe, and cried out, “ This 
is not Jerufalem ! this is not Jerufalem! I mutt be gone.” 
So thou, if any thing fhould command thine attention while 
in the road to the kingdom, ftand a moment and reflect that 
“‘ This is not Jerufalem! the new Jerufalem! whither I am 
bound ; and therefore here I muft not, I cannot flay.” Let 
alfo the thoughts of an approaching diffolusion cheer and 
animate thy drooping fpirits, when trials like mighty torrents 
roll one upon the back of another in fwift fucceffion. Re- 
member that the troubles of this life will fhortly be over ; 
and thou, O my foul! redeemed by the blood of Chrift, 
and fanétified by his Spirit, wilt find a retreat fromthe noife 
and clamour of an evil world. Yet a few more ftorms may 
wing their impetuous way acrofs the tempeftuous ocean ; 
afew more billows may rear their proud prefumptuous 
heads ; but ere long this little barge fhall nobly outride 
them all, and gain the wiflred for haven of eternal reft. 


Pontefract, Sept. 3, 1799. VERMIS. 
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DOUBTS AND FEARS. 


6 Y= Gofpel reveals and offers forgivenefs to finners 
through the atoning blood of Jefus, but the blefling is 
received by faith, and as all men have not faith, fo the faith 
of moft, if not all Chriftians, is fometimes feeble and ready 
to fail; and at thefe feafons they do not enjoy the comfort 
ofa pardon; they have not fo full a perfuafion as they ought 
of the eflicacy of Chrilt’s facrifice, to’ purge the confcience 
from all fin, nor fo firm a dependance upon it for their own 
pardon, and confequently doubt their intereft in it. 

The knowledge of our forgivenefs muft be derived from 
the written teftimony of the word, connected with the in- 
ward witnefs of the Spirit. The teftimony of the word runs 
in general terms, declaring, that whofoever believeth is jufti- 
fied, but fays not that this or the other particular perfon is a 
believer. The inward witnefs of the Spirit that we are be- 
lievers puts the matter out of doubt; but this may be with- 
drawn from the hearts of real Chriftians ; and then, though 
they are children of light, they will walk in darknefs, and 
fearing God has not pardoned them, expoftulate with him in 
the language of Job*, “I have finned, what fhall I do unto 
‘thee, O thou preferver of men? Why haft thou fet me as 
‘a mark againft thee, fo that I ama burden to myfelf? 


: Chap. Oil, 20, 21. 
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“ And why doft thou not pardon my tranfgreffion and take 
*¢ away mine iniquity?” When God hides his face, no 
man can contemplate his forgiving love with pleafure and 
approbation. Unbelief rifes up againft faith, and filences it 
by clamorous contradi¢tions, fo that the foul can draw no 
comfortable conclufion concerning its flate. And as to ob- 
taining the knowledge of our forgivenefs by the application 
of the characters of Chrift’s difciples to ourfelves, 1 it muft be 
obferved that thefe characters are various, and fome of 
them fo high, that few Chrittians in this life can always ap- 
propriate them to themfelves. 

We thall be convinced of this, if we confider that fin dwells 
in even the beft of God’s children here below ; and the flefh 
lufteth and warreth againft the fpirit, Now fo far as the 
bad¢principle prevails, it will produce doubts and fears with 
regard to our forgivenefs and acceptance ; whatever defiles 
the mind, difturbs its peace and interrupts its joy in the Lord, 

It is further to be remembered, that our adverfary the 
devil is fubtle, potent and malicious beyond expreffion, and 
labours to hinder the faith and joy of Chriftians by clouding 
their views of 4s0d’s love, and Chrift’s redemption, or by 
objecting to all their evidences and experiences ; fo that it 
is really more wonderful that they fhould at any time have 
a clear fight of their forgivenefs, than that they fhould at 
fome feafons, and in fome cafes, feel diftreffing fears in re- 
ference to it. 

It is an unqueftionable fact, that many are ina juftified 
flate, and accepted of God in the Beloved and for his fake, 
who yet want either generally, or at fome feafons, the clear 
difcoveries of it. Now, in all fuch perfons there is a deep 
fenfe of guilt and unworthinels. ‘Lord, I am vile; I ab- 
hor myfelf.” This is not merely the vaice of a tranfient 
conviction in the confcience, but the habitua’ fentiment of a 
broken and contrite heart ; fignified by frequent acknowledg- 
ments of fin, with fhame and godly forrow; by humble fub- 
miffien to the will of God in a fuffering fate ; and by candour 
and charity with regard to the fins of others, whom, though 
they may rebuke and warn, they will not haflily condemn 
them, but endeavour to reftore them in the {pirit of meeknefs 
andlove. This humble and contrite mind is an obje¢t of the 
divine complacency: God dwells in it, and in due time 
will revive and comfort it. As the pride of human nature 
is great, and lies deep in the heart of man, fo the work of 
the Spiritin the humiliation of Chriftians is gradual and 
progrefiive, and may be carried on in fome hearts by long 
and manifold afiiGing circumftances and inward difcou- 
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ragements. Some, perhaps, may afk, why does not the 
Lord deftroy pride in the hearts of his people by a perpetu- 
al and clear funfhine of his grace and love? And they 
may as well afk, why does he make a difference between 
this earth and heaven? In heaven the vifion of God will 
effe€tually remove all felf-exulting thoughts, but this vifion 
is not the privilege of mortal men; they are to be dealt 
with in a different manner, fuited to their low and proba- 
tionary ftate, by difcipline and corre¢tion, and thus by de- 
rees are to be weaned from felf-conceit, felf-will, felf- 
righteoufnefs, and brought into a fettled temper of humility, » 
Here they are to be humbled by frequent views of their fins, 
and fenfations of the juft difpleafure of their God ; here- 
after they will fee that in his glory that will caufe them to 
veil their faces in his prefence, and caft their crowns before 
his feet. For every purpole there is a fet time and feafon. 
This life is evidently defigned for labour and patience, the 
next life is the appointed place of perfect reft, holinefs and 
happinefs. It is in vain for us to look for our harveft in the 
feed-time, and for our full triumph in the heat of the battle, 
An habitual humblenefs of mind is what becomes us beft, 
and fhould be our conftant aim and defire. “He that 
‘“humbleth himfelf fhall be exalted ; and bleffed are the poor 
‘in fpirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Faith, 
hope and joy are very defirable graces, but humility is 
the temper of Jefus, and the garment with which he will 
have his difciples clothed. Would we know that our fins 
are forgiven us? Letus defcend into the vale of Chriftian 
humility, and there God will meet with us and blefs us. 
On the Mount we may fee and enjoy more, but here we 
fhall beft know ourfelves, and be prepared for our prefent 
work and future reward. If others are fond of fhining 
qualities that attract the admiration of the world, let us 
{trive to excel in humility, which men may defpife, but 
God will accept and honour for the fake of a crucified Sa- 
viour, whofe image and workmanhhip it is. 
BOETHOS, 














REFLECTIONS UPON Gey. xlii. 36. 


“« All these things are against me.” 


E. are perfectly incapacitated to judge either of per- 

fons or things in the dark. Gloomy apprechenfions 

are not uncommon in the experience of true chriftians, and 
when they prevail in any confiderable degree, we make but 
flow and uncomfortable advances towards the kingdom. 
faith in the promifes and hope of fruition, thefe only can 
brighten upthe profpect. Relations die—friends change— 
trade flackens—-lofles recur—-ficknefles prevail—-flanders 
arife—alas! “all thefe things,” faith the believer, “ are 
againft me.” We commonly judge from fight and fenfe, 
but the Lord a¢ts from infinite wifdom and perfe& reéti- 
tude. Now, for a man to refufe the enjoyment of some 
comforts becaufe others are removed, is ingratitude to God 
and injurious to himfelf. Poor Rachel refufed to be com- 
forted becaufe her children “ were not.” Let us ever re- 
member that the Lord’s affurance is far better than our con- 


jeGture; he declares that “all things do work together for 


‘€ egad to them who love God, and are the called according 
“to his purpofe.” 

A want of penetration, and frequent miflakes in judging 
about the difpenfations of Providence, occafion no fmall 
degree of anxiety and uneafinefs in the experience of true 
chriftians. ‘The venerable patriarch Facob (whofe pathetic 
and bitter exclamation I have fettled as a motto for this 
brief effay) was a man tried in a great variety of ways, as ap- 
pears from his hiftory; and at times he was led to write 
bitter things againft himfelf ; but fure he was not wife in fo 
doing. As for od, it is well known that the hiftory of his 
life is a mafs of woe. (See chap. iii.) The difireffes of David 
were complicate indeed, and fometimes led him’to draw 
dark conclufions againft himilelf. (See pfal. Ixxiii.) Now, 
our want of penetration and difcernment are owing to two 
things: 1. Our ignorance of God and his peculiar methods 
of working. He put Yoseph in prison, in order to bring 
him to honour. He brought Z/oses into Pharaoh’s houfe to 
keep him alive. He brought Ifracl into ftraights in order 
to work their deliverance. And, to the confufion of human 




















( 191 ) 


pride, he called fifherman to propagate his gofpel, and to 
found the firft chriftian churches in the world, ‘ The wif- 
‘¢ dom of God is foolifhnefs with men, his paths are in the 
$6 ~~ deep, and his footfteps are not known.” 
. Our felf-will and a natural defire to prefcribe. We 

are too confident in our apprehenfions of what we think 

will do beft. This felf-conceit blinds the underftanding.— 
The prayer of a certain woman agrees to this, ‘¢ Grant that 
‘* thefe my two fons may fit, one at thy right hand and one 
‘‘ at thy left in thy kingdom.” Jefus reproved her folly by 
faying to her and her affociates in the petition, “‘ Ye know 
“‘ not what ye afk.” Peter onthe mount of transfiguration, 
propofed to ereét three tabernacles, but alas! ‘* He knew 
‘* not what he faid.” Now, a f{criptural and firm perfuafion 
that all our concerns are under the management of the di- 
vine Providence, and that allis therefore right, will fupport 
us under, and reconcile us to every affliction and trial. [f 
conceive it was this, as a prevailing fentiment and a well- 
grounded principle in the mind-of ¥0b which enabled him 
to fay, ** Though he flay me, yet willI truftinhim. He 
‘‘ knoweth the way which I take, and when he hath tried 
‘“‘ me I fhall come forth as gold.”. It was this which ena- 
bled Habakkuk to make that triumphant boaft which occurs 
in the third, chapter of his book. ‘ Although the fig-tree 
“‘ fhall not bloflom, neither fhall fruit be in the vines : the 
“labour of the olive fhall fail, and the fields fhall yield no 
“meat, yet will I rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 
‘** God of my falvation.” Oh the bleffing of genuine Jazth ! 
Be it obferved, that which makes againft the body and our 
temporal interefts often, by the grace of God, makes for 
the foul and promotes our beft interefts—If the children in 
God’s family are affiiéted, what will become of rebels ? 
“If the righteous {carcely be faved,” what will become of 
the ungodly ?, The gospel of Chrift is defigned to relieve 
our fears and exalt four hopes. Then, O my foul, read, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digeft its facred contents. 


DALETH. 
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ON CHRISTIAN CONVERSATION. 


** Let your speech be ahways wiih grace, seasoned with salt.” 


Coloffians, ch. iv. v. 6. 


HEN we contemplate the dignity and importance 
of the chriflian character, confidered in its relation 
to Chrift our living head, from whom all iis glory, and all 
its excellence are derived; we are con{trained to acknow- 
ledge that it ought to be the peculiar care of every believer 
in Jefus to act in all points confillent!ly with the high rank 
to which he is exalted ; and to maintain his importance in 
the eyes of an obferving world. We do not mean by this, 
that he fhould behave with fupercilious difdain, or forbid- 
ding referve towards thofe whe are not partakers of the pri- 
vileges he enjoys ; for a difpofition of this kind, by whom- 
foever manifefted, is fo very different from real dignity, or 
true greatnefs, that it is the true characteriftic of a little 
mind, and will always draw down contempt inflead of re- 
fpe€&t upon its poffeffor. Far, very far, be fuch a fpirit from 
the humble followers of a meek and lowly Saviour; rather 
let them ftudy to convince the world by their lives and con- 
verfation, that the religion of the gofpel is a religion of 
univerfal love and unbounded benevolence ; and that al- 
though the errors or the wickednefs of man, may fome- 
times have concealed her beauties under a mafk of gloomy 
fuperflition, fhe is, when viewed in her own undifguifed 
form altogether amiable ; and worthy of the admiration and 
love of every rational and immortal creature. 

It was with this view that the infpired Apoftle gave to 
his Coloffian converts the injunction which we have felected 
for our motto: “ Let your fpeech be always with grace, 
“« feafoned with falt.” perhaps the word grace in this con- 
nexion may bear a double acceptation: it may, primarily, 
refer to the grace of God, and fignify, that this fhould al- 
ways make a part, and avery diftinguifhing part, of the chrif- 
tian’s converfation ; that we fhould delight to talk of the 
wonderful love which has refcued us from the bondage of 
fin, and the heavy yoke of Satan, and brought us into the 
glorious liberty and exalted privileges of the fons and daugh- 
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ters of the Lord Almighty ; and that it ought to be the con: 
ftant defite of our fouls, and the uniform aim of our 
tongues, to bring others to tafte that grace which we have 
proved to be the only fource of real happinefs ; and to ferve 
that matter, whofe yoke we know to be eafy, and whofe 
firvice we find to be perfect freedom. 

But it may alfo imply that eur fpeech fhould be graceful 
in the common acceptation of the word ; never affecting, 
nor indulging that four aufterity and cynical morofenefs, 
_which cannot fail to difguft; but conforming to the focial 
habits and innocent cheerfulnefs of civilized life ; and thus, 
by mixing the law of kindnefs, and the mildnefs of affabi- 
lity with our words, we thouid endeavour to conciliate the 
affletions, while we ftudy to promote the immortal in- 
terefts of thofe with whom we affociate. Religion is by no 
means an enemy to the charms of eloquence, or the refine- 
ments of true politenefs ; and we will venture to affert, that 
this life can afford no enjoyment, (communion with God 
excepted) that can furpafs, and but few that can equal, the 
fociety and converfation of a fele&t party of chriftians, 
whofe minds have been cultivated by a liberal education, 
and expanded by the grace of God. 

But, left fome of the preceding remarks fhould be thought 
by any to give a fanétion to trifling or ufelefs difcourfe, we 
haften'to the latter part of the apoitolic advice: ‘ Let your 
{peech be, feafoned with falt.”” To enter more fully 
into the meaning of this expreflion, it may not be amifs to 
notice afew of the moft ufeful qualities of falt ; and firft, 
it is calculated to give a pleafing relifh to our food; and 
render it more favoury and delightful to our palate. N ow, 
the mental appetite of every regenerated perfon is, ina 
greater or lefs degree, {piritualized and refined ; and fitted 
to receive its only or chief enjoyment, from fpiritual and 
divine things ; and this hunger and thirft after righteouf- 
nefs, [as it is ftiled, Matt. v. 6.] will increafe the more it 
is gratified. Surely then, this verfe intimates to us, that 
we ought to feed this defire of the foul in ourfelves and 
others, by dwelling upon fuch topics as are moft full of the 
favour of religion ; and highly feafoned |if I may be allow- 
ed the expreffion) with Gofpel truth and piety.—Again, 
another of the diftinguifhing virtues of falt is to preferve 
from corruption and putrefaction ; and does not the figure 
here ufed by the apoftle taken in this fenfe, imply thatthe 
difcourfe of chriftians ought to be fuch as may have a ten~ 
dency to keep themfelves and their connexions from fal- 
Vor. II Bb 
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fing into the vices and follies of the world; and from being 
tainted with “ the corruptions which are therein, through 
luft?”” Would it not be our wifdom, my dear fellow-travel- 
lers towards Zion, to endeavour daily to fix our attention, 
and engage our minds upon thofe things which may more 
and more draw off our affections from earthly, and fettle 


‘them upon heavenly objeéts ; and to be continually feeking 


a greater proficiency in the language of that country where- 
in we hope we have an eternal inheritance, purchafed for 
us by the precious blood of Chrift? 
It may, however by way of caution be remarked, that, 
although the converfation of the chriftian fhould, in all com- 
panies, be fuch as may adorn the doétrines of God his 
Saviour; and diftinguifh him from the triflers of the world: 
yet, the mofe favoury and experimental parts of religion, are 
not to be promifcuoufly and injudicioufly introduced in 
every place to which the common affairs of life may call 
him, but fhould be brought forward in their proper feafon ; 
chiefly, when a fociety of believers are met together, and 
having fhut out the world and all its little concerns, are, or 
ought to be, employed in magnifying their beloved Lord, 
and relating to each other what he has done for their rang 
That at fuch times, and in fuch company, unprofitable 
Aifcourfe fhould ever be countenanced, is a circumftance 


.thatcan never be fufficiently lamented; and furely we may 
without danger of offence, venture to fay, that it behoyes 


every believer to be careful, that the chearfulnefs and joy 
which fuch interviews are naturally calculated to infpire, be 
not fuffered to degenerate into levity ; this watchfulnefs, is 
more peculiarly incumbent upon Minifters of the Gofpel. 


To thefe, as fhepherds fent by Chrift, the theep of his flock 


are continually looking up for example, as well as for in- 
ftruction: and, although we acknowledge that this idea is 


_carried too far, when it leads us to expect the perfection of 


angels, from thofe who are fubjeét to the infirmities of men ;, 
we are yet pefuaded, that, when kept within due bounds, 
it is certainly reafonable ; for furely the teacher ought to be 


wifer than the fcholar. The fhepherd may be expected to 


know more than the flock, and as example is known to be 
more prevalent than precept, is it not unnatural for a 
believer to regard his Minifter’s converfation as a fort of 
vocabulary by which he may regulate his own? How dif- 
trefling are the reflections of: a private character in the 
church of Chrift; (and here, alas! the writer {peaks from 

inful experience :) how much more poignant mutft be the 

elings of a minifter, when, retiring from a party of his 
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fellow-difciples, and examining what benefit he has receiv~ 
ed, or imparted in the interview, he is conftrained to 
acknowledge to his God, and to his own confcience, that he 
has*fuffered the hours to pafs away without introducing or 
promoting any topic that could tend to the improvement of 
his own mind, or the edification of his companions! O 
that the great Head of the Church may condefcend to blefs 
thefe feeble hints to every reader, that we may all refolve, 
(in dependance upon divine affiftance,) henceforward to 
make it our habitual ftudy, and our conftant prayer to cul- 
tivate fuch fubjeéts of difcourfe in our focial interviews, 
‘‘wherewith one may edify another ;” and thus to imitate, 
as far as his grace fhall enable us, the example of him who 
**fpake as never man {pake.” 
Sandwich. E. T. 


THE DYING DECLARATION OF A POPISH 
CARDINAL, RESPECTING JUSTIFICATION. 


OR, 


DEATH SWEEPING AWAY THE COBWEB OF HUMAN 
MERIT. 


Gone time ago you inferted the remarkable conceffion 
of Cardinal Bellarmine, who, after taking much ufelefs 
pains in pleading the caufe of human merit, admits “ that 
it 1s fafeft to truft to the merits of Chrift.” I fend you now 
a fimilar declaration made by Cardinal Hosius, who, under 
Pope Pius [V. prefided at that infamous Council of Trent, 
in which all the abominable errors and fuperftitions of the 
papal church were confirmed. That great. man, when 
death approached, feems to have dreaded a dependance on 
his own righteoufnefs, although he had before pleaded for 
it. In his laft will are thefe words, “I approach the 
‘‘throne of thy grace, O Father of mercies, and of all con- 
‘“‘folation, to the end that I may obtain mercy, and find | 
“grace in thy fight! I am not worthy that thou fhouldeft 
‘‘behold me with the eyes of thy majefty; but, as it is 
‘“‘moft worthy, that for the fake of his death and paffion 
“thou fhouldeft not only look upon me but crown me 
‘alfo; it is therefore that I come unto thee, moft dear, 
‘‘ Father, and that without any merits, but thofe inefti mable 
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‘¢ones of thy fon Jefus Chrift, my Lord, and my Redeemer, 
‘I bring thee the merit of that death, wherein alone J 
‘place all my hope and my confidence: that is my righte- 
‘“‘oufnefs, my fatisfa€tion, my redemption and my propiti- 
‘ation. The death of the Lord is my merit.” ‘So true 
sis it,”? fays Doétor Alix, ‘that confcience cannot always 
‘““be feduced by the egrors of the underftanding.” 


REMARKS ON 1JOHN, xii. 42. 
~ “And he brought him to Fesus.” 


() F all charaéters there are none more generous and 
compaffionate than the people of God; their pity ex- 
tends not merely to the bodies and external calamities of 
others, but they poffefs a noble principle of regard to their 
immortal fouls, Having participated the grace of God 
themfelves, they are anxious that others alfo may become 
objects of the fame. They find fuch excellencies in Jefus, 
fuch glories in his character, fuch a fuitability in his offices, 
fuch happy liberty in his fervice, that they wifh to bring 
their fellow-mortals to him, that they may alfo admire his 
perfon, tafte his goodnefs, feel the power of his love, and 
live to his praife. So it was with Andrew when he brought 
Peter to Jefus; and fo it will be with every one that knows 
any thing of the value of his immortal foul; and the love af 
his Lord and Matter, Jefus Chrift, But let us make a few 
remarks on this fubjeét. And, 

1ft. In bringing men to Jefus, it muft be remembered, 
that we are only the instruments; God is the chief caufe. 
The treafure of the gofpel is put into earthen veffels, that 
the excellency ofthe power may be of God, and not of men, 
The apoftle Paul, nothwithftanding his extenfive knowledge, 
his fhining talents, his ufeful labours, declares all to be of 
grace. And, indeed, whatever fuccefs we have in this 
way, we muft not attribute it to the powers of our minds, 
the ftrength of our arguments, the manner of communicat- 
ing our thoughts, or the admired eloquence we may be pof- 
fefied of. Thefe are only means which would ever be 
fruitlefs, were it not for the blefling of him whofe only 
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prerogative it is, to open the eyes, and change the hearts of 
the children of men. ‘+ Paul may plant and Apollos water, 
‘but God giveth the increafe.” He only who made man 
can create him anew in Chrift Jefus. He only, who fully 
underftands the hardnefs of the human heart, can foften it. 
Let us, therefore, give him the glory, while we are careful 
to ufe the means he hath appointed for that end; which 
leads me to obferve, 

ad. That there are various ways in which we fhould en- 
deavour to bring men to Chrift. Public preaching is a 
mean much bleffed for this purpofe. Do we faftain the 
minifterial charaéter ?—Do we call ourfelves the Am >affa- 
dors of God, the preachers of the Gofpel?—Let us not 
trifle—Let us remember the end of our office; not to dif- 
play our own talents, not to obfcure the glory of God, by 
the gifts of the man, not to wafte precious time in gratifying 
unfanctified fancies, and curious hearers; but to bring fin- 
nersto Jefus. Minifters, rife and be doing good. Itis 
not a time to fpeculate, to be lax, to be unconcerned: time 
is going, and finners ftand upon the brink of eternal woe 
and defpair! Warn them, reprove, exhort them: pluck 
them as brands from the burning; yea, unite every effort 
to bring them to Jefus.—Are we in a private capacity; 
ftill there are ways for us, as inftruments, to bring men to 
Chrift. Let us pray for them; fhall we behold them in 
the greateft danger, in the moft miferable fityation, and yet 
never lift up our hearts to God for them?—Oh, let us pray 
earne “ly, continually, yea, unitedly, for them, who will not 
pray for themfelves ; and who can tell how foon God may 
hear and anfwer our prayers? Religious converfation ma 
alfo be ufed asa mean. Shall we fee our friends, our rela- 
tions, our acquaintance, in the broad way, and yet never 
once invite, reafon, or expoftulate with them. Shall we 
contentedly let them go on in that fatal path? Do we talk of 
kindnefs and fenfibility ; oh, what feeling have we for them, 
for their precious fouls; if we never fo much as once ufe a 
prudent mean to bring them to Jefus? O let us drop a 
friendly hint now and then for Christ, who hath done fo 
much for us; and above all, as another mean, let our /ives 
correfpond with eur lips. The conduét is a powerful 
preacher, and will fometimes make a greater and more laft- 
ing impreffion than the moft pathetic harangue, the moft 
eloquent fermon. Let us unite this, therefore, with the 
reft, in order to obtain the end. But let it be obferved, 

3d That it is the duty of all to endeavour fo bring men ta 
Jesus. Minifters lead your flock to Jefus, Shew the mir 
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ferable finner that it is He alone can make him happy, and 
do him good. Bring the backflider to him who hath faid, 
he will heal his backflidings. Direét the difconfolate to 
that gracious friend who hath declared he “ will not break 
“‘the bruifed reed, nor quench the fmoaking flax.”—Pa- 
rents bring your children to Jefus,. What can you do bet- 
ter for them? Will vou indulge their vain defires uf worldly 
glory? Will you fuffer them to go on according to the de- 
fires of their own hearts. Will you fuffer them to affociate 
with the worft of company, and never pray for them, never 
reafon with or exercife your lawful authority over them ? O 
beware, left natural affeétion fhould ufurp the place of fpiri- 
tual. Ifyou with them to be happv, honourable, holy cha- 
ratters, bring them to Jefus. Matters, point your fervants 
to Jefus. You have the charge of their fouls; pray with, 
and for them, in vour families, Can you bear to hear them 
take the name of Jefus in vain, and not reprove them? Can 
you quietly fee them injuring their own fouls, and not make 
one effort to bring them to Jefus? O, ufe the means, and 
who can tell what fuccefs you may meet with? Children who 
know the truth, and have ungodly parents, with all confiftent 
deference, labour to be ufeful to them. Let the love you 
bear to them excite you to this duty, and what a joyful peri- 
od that will be if God fhould make vou the inftrument of the 
converfion of your beloved parents! Yea, let every indivi- 
dual keep this in view ; your fituation cannot be fo high or 
fo low, fo confpicuous or fo obfcure, but what you may do 
fome good in this way ; and, for your encouragement, let 
me obfervc, 

4th. That itis the moft noble and honourable fervice in 
which we can be employed, to bring men to Jefus. There 
is no character in all the world fo dignified as he who is 
thus ufeful. Judges upon the bench, Generals in their ar- 
mies, Ambaffadors in their courts, Kings upon their thrones, 
all fink into nothing, when compared to the matchlefs dig- 
mity of fuch noble characters ; yea, Angels in glory have 
not this honour, in the full fenfe, that they have, whom God 
bleffes in this work. It is true their difficulties are many, 
their enemies various, their trials fucceffive ; but thefe are 
not worth noticing when compared with their fuccefs, feli- 
city and honour: for, it is faid, “‘ they fhall thine as the ftars 
“for ever and ever.” But, we obferve, 

Finally, that the end for which we bring’men to Jefus, is 
the moft glorious and advantageous. Here much, indeed, 
might be faid ; but let it fuffice to remark, that the bleffings 
fuch are partgkers of are unfpeakable, are eternal. They 
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fhall be wafhed in his precious blood, clothed .with the im- 
maculate robe of his righteoufnefs, and fanctified by his 
Spirit ; they fhall be direéted by his infinite wifdom, pro- 
tected by his omnipotent arm, fupplied by the riches of his 
grace ; fhall enjoy the moft permanent peace here, and the 
moft unbounded happinefs in the world of glory hereafter ! 
Surely then, to be on/y the instrument of fuch good as ¢azs, is 
worth labouring for in any part of the world, among any 
kind of people, and in the midft of the greateft difficulties. 
Let us then, preachers and hearers, rich and poor, old and 
young, all unite our endeavours to bring men to Jefus. 


Amen. LECTOR. 
———a 6 ae 


Mr. EDITOR. 


Srr, 


i AM in the habit of writing fhort hand :—At the laft 
races in Manchefter curiofity induced me to hear the 
Rev. Mr. S. of that place; he preached from Matt. vi. 13. 
“ Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” 
I took down the principal parts of his difcourfe, the effect 
of which was, under the bleffing of the Spirit, a difcovery 
of my fpiritual ruin and danger. It altered my intention of 
adding to the giddy groupe on the race-courfe, though I 
came more than twenty miles for that purpofe, and I truft 
I have bidden adieu to fuch amufements for ever. The 
exordium to his difcourfe I think peculiarly ftriking. If 
you are of the fame opinion, you will infert it in your ufe- 
ful Magazine, and thus oblige many friends to whom I have 
read it, but efpecially 
A REPENTING PRODIGAL. 


«Will you excufe me, my friends, if I tell you what paf- 
fed in my mind while ftudyingthis important part of Scrip- 
ture? I was led back in imagination to that interefting 
period when Adam, our great progenitor, received his ex- 
iftence.—I beheld him in the garden of Eden; happy in the 
enjoyment of God, happy in the poffeffion of holinefs ; pre- 
fently afterwards I faw him expelled thofe bleffed fcenes ; I 
faw horror, guilt, remorfe in his countenance, I heard Abra- 
ham, the Father of the Faithful, prevaricate, and tutor his 
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wife in the arts of deception.—I beheld a David unmindful 
of his duty, profeflion, or danger, the flave of fenfual appe- 
tite, the intriguing adulterer, the defigning murderer. I 
faw a Solomon, the wifett of mortals, proflituting his fine, 
his almoli god-like powers, and employing them in the moft 
detpicable purfuits ; giving himfelf up to idolatry, wine, and 
women.—I heard a Peter {wear, the difciple funk into the 
liar, the boatting champion changed into the cowardly de- 
ferter, the friend the companion of Jefus, denying his Lord. 
Contounded and alarmed I enquired the reafon of this :— 
Why Adam was banifhed Paradife?—Why Abraham 
proved unfaithful ?—How David contracted the double ftain 
of infamy ‘—Solomon turned libertine ?—Peter a blafphe- 
mer !—The Scripture told me it was owing to the force of 
temptation.—I’rom this lower world m? imagination foared 
to the celellial regions ; methought I heard their tranfport- 
ing fongs, I witneiled their extatic raptures, I liftened to 
their language, and one ; great fubject of their exultation 
was, ‘through manifold temptations we have entered the 
kingdom.’ From heaven my view was directed to the hor- 
rid gulph of darknefs, I would have read their tragic hiftory, 
but I durft not ; yet, amidit their inceflant howlings, one 
fentiment was audible, ‘ We have been led captive by the 
Devil at his will, we are fallen the miferable victims ,of 
temptation.” Again, ‘ I looked around me, and I faw, with 
pain, thoufands of my fellow men liftening to the tale of de- 
ception, and walking in the paths ofthe deflroyer :’ I anti- 
cipated their end ; my heart trembled—Among the reft did 
I forget myfelf?—Did I forget you, my dear brethren ?— 
No: but 1 faw both myfelf and you in a dangerous world, 
furrounded with enemies, ever liable to temptations, prone 
to wander : and I knew without omnipotent grace, we could 
not ftand. Enough—I felt the force of the petition, and 
was involuntarily led to pray (may you all pray with me) 
Almighty Father, lead us not into temptation, but deliver 


us from ¢vil.” 
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HAPPY DEATH OF A CHILD. 


To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 


Newport Pagnel, 17th September: 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


I wave juft recceived the inclofed account of the death 
of a fweet child, fix years and a half old, a relation of Mrs. 
G.—When the Lord perfects praife from the mouths of 
babes, it feems incumbent upon others to bear teftimony to 
the power of his grace. Such inftances may efpecially be 
profitable to the parents and friends of young children, as 
they afford the ftrongeft encouragement to early dilligence 
in religious inftruétion. I fend you the narrative almoft 
verbatim as it was fent me bya fifter of the deceafed, who 
is at prefent, I think, in her 17th year. The fimplicity of 
the account may render it the more ftriking, and the age of 
the writer will, probably, be deemed a fufficient apology for 
trifling defeéts. 

I am affectionately your’s, 


S. G. 


DEAR AND REVEREND SIR, 


| Seana in my laft to have given you fome account of 
the death of my dear little fifter, but could not then find 
time. As I am fure it will not fail to impart fatisfaction to 
you, to hear of the Lord’s goodnefs to fo young a child, I 
_ will no longer delay. I cannot exprefs to you, dear Coufin, 
how much I find her dying experience alleviate the pain I 
feel at the thought ‘of our fe >paration. Oh! what mercy 
was mixed with the bitter cup! The grim tyrant was des 
prived of half his difmaying power. It was only parting, 
as T once told her, to meet more happy. But I will leave 
this fubjeét; for, to make my regret the theme of my letter, 
would be ofno avail. I truft I am refigned to the difpenfa- 
tion of an all-wife and merciful Providence. It was 
frequently her requeft, “ Do not grieve after me, my dear 
fifter.” 

There was nothing very particular in my dear filter before 


her laft illnefs. She was in general attentive when in a 
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place of worfhip, and would on no account mifs her prayers 
night and morning; fhe was fond of hearing of the deaths 
of pious children, and would fometimes retain ftriking pafla- 
ges of fermons fhe had heard preached. I did not obferve her 
much defirous of playing on the Sabbath. Of thefe things, 
however, I took but little notice. People frequently ad- 
mired her for her beauty, and fometimes fhe difcovered 
that fhe knew it; but on the whole, fhe was a very pleafant 
child ; her temper was extremely amiable, and delightfully 
affectionate. 

It was on Thurfday, 8th Auguf, my dear Hannah was 
taken ill. At firft the faid nothing of dying, but on the 
Saturday fhe expreffed the manner in which fhe wifhed to 
be carried ta the grave. On the following Tuefday, feeing 
her dear mother crying, fhe faid “ Don’t grieve, my dear 
mamma, it hurts me; give me up tothe Lord.” And at 
another time, ‘Don’t grieve, mamma, I am going to be hap- 
py; my Jefus ftands juft ready to take me away. Give me up 
to the Lord; I wantto go to my own dear God.” On 
the Wednefday, fhe faid to a perfon who was fitting by her, 
“‘my dear H , I muft. die—don’t weep—I mutt go—l 
am very bad. O Lord, have mercy upon me! I mutt 
die. Oh my God, take me!” Then, to feveral in the 
room fhe faid, “ Blefs you all! pray God releale me!” 

When I arrived at home on Wednefday, fhe at firft took 
little notice of me. I afked her how fhe did, and feveral 
other queltions before fhe anfwered me; but when I afked 
her if fhe loved God, fhe direétly anfwered, “Yes!” To 
my queftion, whether the believed God loved her, fhe re- 
plied, “Yes, for he is my own dear God.” Upon afking 
if fhe loved Jefus, (I with I could always reply with the 
fame fervour as fhe did) “Oh, yes!” One day, when fhe 
was in very great pain, fhe told me not to grieve, for it was 
her own dear Jefus. She could fay no more ; but it was eafy 
to conceive what fhe would have added, to teach me to 
refign my will to the will of the Lord. 

My dear fifter detired I would pray with her, which I did, 
requetting, if it pleafed the Lord, that he would gracioufly 
{pare her to be an ufeful fervantto him; but if not, that he 
would give her an eafy difmiffion to a better world; and, 
particularly, that her death might be fanétifyed to thofe who 
were left behind. When I finifhed, the turned and faid, 
“Thank you, my deareft fifter,” I enquired whether I 
had afked for what fhe wanted? “Yes, my dear, quite 
right,” the replied. ‘Have I forgot any thing you withed 
me to remember!” ‘ No, my deareft, nothing.” 
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Seeing a bible in my hand, fhe begged I would read it to 
her. I turned to the 10th of St. Mark, of children being 
brought to Chrift; and when I clofed the book, fhe faid, 
“How kind! I fhall foon go to Jefus; he will foon take 
me up in his arms, and blefs me too; no difciple fhall keep 
me away.” Ikiffed her, and afked her if fhe loved me ; 
“* Yes, my dear,” fhe replied, “‘but, do not be angry, I 
love Jefus better.”—You will eafily believe, Reverend Sir, 
that this raifed in my heart far different feelings from thofe 
ofanger. One day, I told her, that if I had ever offended 
her, or at any time been crofs with her, I hoped fhe would 
then forgive me. ‘Oh! my dear,” faid fhe, indeed you 
have not.” I replied, ‘“‘ But, my love, you may not re- » 
member it, and fometimes perhaps I may; but forgive me 
now.” ‘Qh! yes,” returned my filter, ‘*but indeed you 
have not.” 

On Friday night, wifhing to know if fhe was fenfible, I 
faid to her, ‘“* My dear, can you remember who Jefus is?” 
She anfwered, ‘‘ Yes, he is God’s dear fon; he was always 
God and a fpirit; but he was a mantoo.” I demanded, 
how that could be; fhe returned, ‘‘He came down from 
heaven, and died.” ‘* And for what?” faid I. She anfwer- 
ed, **He was crucified for poor finners ; he died for me.” 
‘Are you thena finner, my love?” I afked. She inftantly 
replied, with great earneftnefs, ‘*Yes; but he came to 
fave finners; he came to fave me.” I then only faid, “* Yes, 
my dear little fifter, he did, and he is ftill the fame ;” for I 
was fearful fhe would be fatigued. She laid quite ftill for 
about a quarter of an hour, and I thought fhe had been 
fleeping; but fhe faid fomething to herfelf; I hearkened, 
and heard only the word Fesus. Soon afterward fhe ex- 
claimed, * Jefus is my Saviour and my all!” I did not 
{peak ; but in a fhort time, with ftill greater animation, fhe 
cried out, ‘*Oh, how I do love my Jefus!” 

At one time, although fhe was in very great pain, fhe 
obferved, that I had the Evangelical Magazine in my hand, 
I was then looking at that part which contained the account 
of my late dear friend and pious inftructor,, Mrs. Chafe. 
“Read itto me, fifter,” faid fhe, “read where the is dy- 
ing.” I thought my lovely fifter too ill to attend, but 
obeyed. She {weetly {miled, and was quite ftill. I Nopped 
feveral times, to afk if fhe was fatigued; but her anfwer 
always was, **No, filter.” Receiving a letter from my 
young friend Mifs E. C. I read it to her. When I was 
reading two lines in it, viz. “ Millions of infant fouls com- 
pole the family above ;” my filter looked quite delighted, 
and faid, “I too fhall foon be there.” 
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On Saturday evening we every moment expected her de- 
parture, w hich, however, did not take place till about five 
minutes after the Sabbath commenced :—a glorious one for 
my dear fifter! 

The latt words fhe faid were, “ Pray, pray for me, oh 
dear !”—Soon alter, without one ftruggle, groan or figh, 
the fweetly fell alleep in Jefus. Her age was fix years, 
fix months and eig ghteen days. She had fupported a moflt 
painiul illnefs trul y likea chriftian, having never, to my 
knowledge, uttered one murmuring expreffion. With 
the image of death marked on her lovely face, fhe {miled 
on ail around. 

Thefe, dearefl Sir, are fome of the dying fayings of my 
{weet little filter. When I confider her happy death, I feel 


the greatelt comfort, though mixed with regret. 
A. H. 


—=> CD Gia - 


REMARKABLE INSTANCE OF SUPERSTITION, 


To the Editor. 
SIR, 


BSERVING in the Evangelical Magazine for Decem- 
be T that ‘* Application has been made to the Direétors 
from a pious few, at Quebec, defcribing their deplorable 
want of Gofpel light, and requefting a perfon might be fent 
from the Society to affift them :” I have been induced to 
fend the following anecdote, from Weld’s Travels in Cana- 
da, in 1797, hoping i it may ferve to prove to the religious 
public, the propriety of ‘complying with their reque(ft, as it 
fhows the ignorance and fuperftition in which the people of 
Canada are immerfed. 

“‘QOn the evening before we reached Quebec, we ftopped 
at the village of Sr. Auguftin Calvaire, and after having 
{trolled about for fome time, returned to the farm-houfe 
where we had taken up our quarters for the night. The 
people had cooked fome fifh, that had been juft caught, while 
we had been walking about, and every thing being ready on 
our return, we fat down to fupper by the light of a lamp, 


* which was fufpenéled from the ceiling. The glimmering 


light, however, -that it afforded, fcarcely enabled us to fee 
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what was on the table ; we complained of it to the man of 
the houfé, and the lamp was in confequence trimmed ; it was 
repl nifhed with oil; taken down and fet on the table , fliil 
the light was very bad. ¢ Sacre Dieu !’ exclaimed he, ‘ but 
you fhall not eat your fith in the dark ;’ fo faying, he tlepped 
afide to a fmall cupboard, took out a candle, and having 
lighted it, placed it befide us. All was going on w ell, when 
the wife, who had been abfent for a few minutes, fuddenly 
returning, poured forth a volley of the moft terrible execra- 
tions againft her poor hufband, for having prefumed to have 
acted ashe haddone. Unable to anfwera fingle word, the 
fellow ftood aghaft, ignorant of what he had done to offend 
her; we were quite at a lofs alfo to know what could give 
rife to fuch a fudden ftorm ; the wife, however, fnatched up 
the candle, and haftily extinguithing it, addreffed us in a 
plaintive tone of voice, and explained the whole affair. It 
was the holy candle— La chandelle benite,’? which her 
giddy hufband had fet on the table ; it had been confecrated 
at a neighbouring church, and fuppofing there fhould be a 
tempelt at any time, with thunder and lightning ever fo ter- 
rible, yet if the candle were but kept burning, while it lafted 
the houfe, the barn, and every thing elfe belonging to it, 
were to be fecured from all danger. If any of the family 
happened to be fick, the candle was to be lighted, and they 
were infiantly te recover. It had been given to her that 
morning by the prieft of the v illage, with an affurance that it 

poffeffed the miraculous power of preferving the family from 
ae and fhe was confident that what he told her was true. 
To have contradicted the poor woman would have been ufe- 
lefs ; for the fake of our ears, however, we endeavoured to 
pacify her, and that being accomplifhed, we fat down to fup- 
per, and even made the moft of our fith in the dark,” 


-————gge (D> a 


AN INFIDEL OBJECTION OBVIATED., 
A? MONG the objections of infidels to the truth of {crip- 


ture, one has been often produced, derived from the 
fuppofed antiquity of the earth. Some writers on natural 
hiftory reafon thus: A ftratum of lava (or melted mineral 
fubftance) which flowed from the burning mountain Etna, 
in the time of the fecond Punic war, or about two thoufand 
years ago, is not yet covered with foil fufficient for the prov 
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duction of corn or vines ; it requires therefore, fay they, 
two thoufand years at leaft, to convert a ftratum of lava into 
a fertile field. Now, having difcovered in that neighbour- 
hood, feven diftinét {trata of lava, parallel to each other, 
and moft of them covered with a thick bed of rich earth, 
they conclude that the loweft of thefe muft have flowed from 


the mountain at leaft fourteen thoufand years ago, and if 


fo, then the Mofaic hiftory, and confequently the whole 
Bible mutt be untrue. 
That this is a very rotton bafis on which to build fo im- 


portant a conclufion, will, I think, fufficiently appear from - 


the following fact. 

Mount Vefuvius much refembles Etna in the caufes of 
its eruptions, the nature of the lava, and in the time necef- 
fary to cover it with vegetable mould. Now it is certain 
that within feventeen hundred years, feven different ftrata 
of lava have flowed from Vefuvius, which are now vifible, 
with interjacent ftrata of vegetable earth. The eruption 
of this mountain which deftroyed Herculaneum, and in 
which Pliny perifhed, is well known to have happened in 
the year 79, A. D. And we are informed by unquettionable 
authority, that “ the matter which covers the ancient town 
of Herculaneum is not the produce of one eruption only ; 
for there are evident marks, that the matter of fix eruptions 
has taken its courfe over that which lies immediately above 
the town, and was the caufe of its deftru€tion. Thefe flrata 
are either of lavaor burnt matter, with veins of good foil 
betwixt them.” Hence it is evident from /fad?, in oppofition 
to theory, that feventeen hundred years may effect what it 
was fuppofed would require fourteen thoufand. 

Let me caution your youngreaders to beware of “ vain 
philofophy,” and not to decide haftily againit religion, on 
the bold affertions of men, whofe own ignorance is often the 
caufe of their infidelity. Moft of their objections are like 
that we have juft refuted, and may be as eafily and fatisfac- 
torily anfwered. FIDES. 
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CONFESSION OF A JEW. 





To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 


Perhaps the following Letter, extracted from Willet’s Com- 
mentary upon Daniel, may deferve prefervation, it being 
the confeflion of R. Samuel, fent in an epiftle to R. 
Ifaac, about 790 years fince, who, upon the evidence of 
the prophefy of Daniel, was convinced that the Meffiah 
was come. 


Stockton. POSTHUMOUS. 
Rev. Sir, 


) feemeth that the prophefy of Daniel, which is written 
in the 9th chapter, muft be now fulfilled. After 62 weeks 
Meffiah fhall be flain, and a people fhall come with a pringe, 
to come and deftroy the city, and the houfe ; and the de- 
ftruction and defolation thereof fhali’be perpetual. Now it 
is not to be doubted, my good Sir, but this is the perpetual 
deftruction and defolation in this captivity wherein we are: 
for now there are athoufand years fince, and the Lord plain- 
ly faith by his Prophet, that the defolation fhall be perpetu- 
tual for the killing of Chrift, as our defolation is after the 
flaying of Chrift: for the Lord threatened not perpetual 
detolation, but after the flaying of Chrift. And if we will 
fay that before the killing of Chrift we were in defolation, 
the Chriftians will anfwer us, that before his death we had 
but a defolation for 70 years, and after this we were brought 
into the land of promife, and were in grace and favour with 
God. Truly, Sir, I fee no evafion: for it is proved unto 
us in facts, that after 70 weeks of years were fulfilled from 
the re-editying of the temple, then was Jefus fiain of our 
fathers, and afterwards came a Captain, even Titus, and the 
people of Rome, and did unto us according to this prophefy. 
Now a thoufand years are paft, and we are notwithftanding 
under Ged’s wrath, and yet we truft in him, expecting a 
Mefhah tocome ; and that we fhall return into the land of 
promuife, and reftore the city and temple, and that we fhall 
be in favour with God, and fo this defolation not to be per- 
petual, but temporal. Alas, Sir, this excufe and evafion 


hangeth not together, and fuch expectation feemeth to be 
altogether vain, 





















A WORD IN SEASON. 


OCCASIONED BY THE EXTRAORDINARY PRICE OF BREAD, 


4 tae prefent fcarcity of grain and dearnefs of bread, is 
an affliction of fo general and ferious a kind, as to call 
upon us all to ** confider our ways.” May it not be faid to 
us, aS it once was to the Jews, “‘ Ye looked for much, and 
lo, it came to little; and when ye brought it home, I did 
blow upon it?” But “ Is there evil in the city, and the Lord 
hath not done it?” Surely the Lord calls us to repentance. 
** Our fins have feparated between him and us, and have 
kept good things from us.” It is on this account he has © 
“turned a fruittul land into barrennefs.” 

Blefled be God for the hopes of fupplies fpeedily. In 
the mean time, let the people of God live by faith on their 
heavenly Father. Dear name, full of encouragement! He 
knows we have need of bread ; and he bids us expect from 
from his paternal heart what a finful mortal cannot deny at 
the requeft of his child. He who provides for beafts, and 
birds, and fifhes, will not forget his children. Are we not 
mouch better than they ? Take then no anxious thought for 
to-morrow ; feek firft the kingdom of God and his righte- 
ouinels, and the neceflaries of life fhall be added. ‘ He that 
‘ {pared not his own fon, but delivered him up for us all, fhall 
‘he not with him alfo freely give us all things ?? 

Where is the Lord God of Elijah? Let us call to mind 
how wonderiully that man of God was fuftained by the mi- 
nifiry of ravens: bread and flefh were brought him every 
morning and evening. How wonderful is God’s authority 
over the creatures! Thefe ravenous birds were his daily 
purveyors, and’he can {tillemploy means the leaft promi- 
fing to effect our fupply. 

‘Lhe tiock of grain in hand is faid to be very fmall. Let 
us call to mind the widow of Sarepta.* Elijah, at the com- 
mand of God, afks this poor woman for a draught of water, 
and acake oibread: ‘‘ Alas!’ faid fhe, * I have but a hand- 
** ful of meal left, and a little oil in acrufe, and I am gather- 
* ing two flicks that I may drefs it for me and my fon, that 


* 1 Kiitgs, XVie 8, tc. 
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we may eat it and die.” In her expedlation, it was likely 
to be the laft meal, yet fhe complies with the bold requeft of 
the prophet, believing the promife of God by him, “ The 

al fhall not wafte, nor the oil fail, till the Lord fend 
a on the earth,” O for the widow’s faith in Elijah’s 
God! 

Take courage then, poor believer; poor in fpirit, and 
prefled with want. ‘ Truft in the Lord, and do good, fo 
“fhalt thou dwellin the land; and verily thou fhalt be fed,” 
or, ‘fed by faith.” Look over thefe precious promifes 
adapted to the prefent times Pfalm xxxiii. 18, ‘ Behold 
“‘the eye of the Lord is upon them that fear him; upon 
‘them that hope inhis mercy. To deliver tieir fouls from 
‘‘ death, and to keep them alive in famine.” Pfalm xxxiv. 
9, 10. “O fear the Lord, ye his faints; for theré is no want 
“to them that fear him. The young lions do lack and 
‘‘fuffer hunger, but they that feek the Lord fhall not want 
“any good thing.” And again, Pfalm xxxvil. I9, ‘* They 
‘¢ fhall not be afhamed in the evil time, and in the days of 
‘‘ famine they fhall be fatisfied.” 

Say not, defponding chriftian, with the unbelieving peer 
at the gate of Samaria, ‘‘ Behold, if the Lord would make 
‘‘ windows in heaven, might this thing be?” Unlefs corti 
were rained down from heaven, as manna once was, he 
thought the promife could not be fulfilled. But by the un 
expected raifing of the fiege, corn becatne fo plenty, that 
‘¢a meafure of fine flower was iold for a fhekel.” God is 
never at a lofs for means, whereby to effect his purpofes; 
and fulfil his promifes. Thefe we mutt leave tohim. Te 
us belong humble confidence, and cheerful expe€tation. 

G. B: 


—<D a 


MEDITATION ON JOHN xix. 5e 
Behold the Man! 


HUS faid Pilate, when he expofed the degraded Jefus 
to the infulting crowd; and while we hear him ex- 
claim, “ Behold the Man! we might enquire into, the 


motive which led him to call the attention of the Jews te 
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Jefus, furrounded as he was with circumftances of fhame 
and diftrefs. Was it pride? Ah! fuch is the naughtinefs 
of the human heart, 2s to conceit the promotion or fuppref- 
fion of Chrift’s kingdom is inthe power of man. Was it 
enmity? The carnal mind is enmity againft God. Wés it 
pity? A pagan, for humanity and compaflion, may put 
many profeffors of religion to the blufh. ; 

But we withdraw our attention from Pilate and fix it 
pon Jefus. Willthe reader permit me to conduét him 
where he fhall have an opportunity of beholding this man in 
a fituation truly interefling? I do not mean to exhibit the 
Saviour in his circumftances of exaltation, otherwife I 
would lead him to the gerden; take our flanding hard by 

‘the fepulchre, and behold him rifing from the dead. From 
thence I would accompany him to Mount Olivet, and with 
the gazing difcipl«s fee him afcend on high, amidft the ac- 
clamations of the heavenly world, and fitting down on the 
right hand of the Majefty on high. Or I would anticipate 
his fecond coming, in the glory of his Father, and of all his 
holy Angels, to judge the quick and dead. I might then 
fay with peculiar emphafis, ‘“‘ Behold the Man! Behold 
‘the man, whom God delights to honour!” But this is 
not the fcene for our prefent contemplation. 

Neither do I mean we fhould be the fpe&ators of all the 
circumftances of his humiliation. We might view him 
indeed in the ftable, and in the manger—lIn the wildernefs, 
for forty days and nights, denying himfelf the neceffaries of 
life, and confli€ling with all the powers of darknefs—In the 
garden of Gethfemane, {weating great drops of blood, under 
the preffure of Almighty wrath—On Mount Calvary, a 
{pe&tacle of blood and mifery, which aftonifhed angels. 
But let us ‘“‘behold the Man,” ashe appeared when Pilate 
led him forth to the people. ‘Then Pilate therefore took 
*‘ Jefus and fcourged him; and the foldiers plaited a crown 
“‘ of thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him a 
‘purple robe, and faid, ‘ Hail, King of the Jews!’ and they 
‘‘{mote him with their hands. Pilate therefore went forth 
“again, and faith unto them, ‘ Behold I bring him forth to 
“you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him.’ Then 
“came Jefus forth wearing the crown of thorns, and the pur- 
“ple robe. And Pilate faith unto them, ‘ Behold the Man!” 
Here then ovr attention is arrefted. Here let us gaze. 
Here we behold innocence and purity itfelf; “a man of 
“forrows, and acquainted with grief.” This is the man of 
whom Moles and the prophets wrote as the Meffiah; a 

man more than human; a man united to divinity. In this 
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man behold him who has created all things, and upholds all 
things by the word of his power; he whofe will is univeri- 
al law ; he who is the fov ercign Judge of all. 

In this Man behold a union of the greateft contrafts. He 
who is crowned with glory wears the pl: aiting ofthorns. He 
who is clothed with majefty is arrayed in a foldier’s robe. 
He who fways a fceptre over all worlds, holds in his hahds 
an infignificant reed. He whofe countenance is as the fua 
fhining in its ftrength, is disfigured with vile fpittle, and 
with blood. He who is the objeét of angelic adoration is 
the {port of fools, and infulted by a mob. 

“Behold the Man,” and then, believer, learn to expect 
affliction and perfecution. What patience! what fubmiffiion! . 
what conftancy! did he evince amidft the fharpeft pain, 
and the greateft fhame. Go thou and learn to do likewife. 

What firiking proofs have we here, that the carnal mind 
is enmity againft God! Every office the Saviour fuftains, 
renders him an object of implacable hatred. See him in- 
fulted as a prophet, when they hoodwinked him, fmote him 
on the face, and faid to him, ‘Prophecy unto us, who 
‘“‘fmiteth thee.” See him infulted as a priest, when they 
nailed him to the crofs, and faid to him, with a fneer, ** Thou 
“that faveft others, fave thyfelf.” See him infulted as a 
ding. They put thorns on his head for a crown: a reed 
in his hand for a fceptre ; a wretched rag on him for a robe. 
They place him on a crofs for a throne. They bow the 
knee before him in folemn mockery: fmite him on the 
head, and cry, ‘‘ Hail, King of the Jews!” 

I fee this wonderful Man in all the fcene of his diftrefs. 
I hear him fay, “Is it nothing to you all ye that pafs by? 
Behold, and fee if there be any forrow like unto my for- 
row.” I enquire what is the caufe? Say, Pilate, Herod, 
Judas, and all ye men of Ifrael, what accufation do you 
bring againft him for which he ought to fuffer? I receive 
no anfwer, but the clamour of a multitude. I hear one, 
indeed, who fuffered with him bear teftimony, “ This man 
“hath done nothing amifs.” Another who betrayed him, 
“I have betrayed innocent blood.” The Judge who con- 
demned him, “I find no fault in him;” while ne himfelf 
demands of his enemies to their face, “Which of you 
“‘convinceth me of fin ?”——Revelation alone can explain 
this myftery. [learn from the mouth of Ifaiah, “ He was 
“ wounded for our tranfgreffions ; he was bruifed for our 
“‘iniquities, the chaftifement of 6ur peace was upon him, 
“and with his Rripes we are healed.” Convincing proof 


this, that his fufferings were vicarious, 
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Here let me read the nature and extent of his love in the 
magnitude of his affliction, the dignity of his perfon, and!the 
character of thofe for whom he was afflicted; and then ex- 
cla'm, with John, ‘Behold, what manner of love!” and 
with Paul, “ The love of Chrift paffeth knowledge.” 

Come then, my foul, dire& thine eyes to Jefus. From 
day today behold him, until thou art changed into the fame 
image from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord; 
until all created good has loft its excellency in thine efteem, 
and Chrift become all in ail. Oh, be it thy privilege to be- 
hold this man on earth, and to be favoured with unclouded 
vifion, and eyerlafting enjoyment of him in heaven! 

WVilton. _j. E. 


—_——wP (> aaa 


A WARNING TO SCOFFERS. 


To the Editor. 
' Sir, 


T HE following recent fact will fufficiently evidence how 
| awful a thing it is to make a mock of fin, and openly 
deride the Gofpel. 

The laft Sabbath fortnight I went in the evening to preach 
at S— , [had no fooner begun the worfhip of God, 
than I perceived four or five young men enter the room 
where I was preaching. As foon as they had fixed them- 
felves in the moft obfcure part of the houfe, they {miled one 
at another, and from fmiles advanced to laughing and talk- 
ing. One of them, more hardened than the reft, made 
himfeif very confpicuous, by unbecoming geftures, &c. and 
I endeavoured to make him more fo, by, the following 
method of reproof: At firft, [ made a full ftop for about a 
minute ; but this not anfwering, I then fixed my eyes 4 ar 
him, fuppofing a ftern look would put him to filence; but 
this not fucczeding, I was compelled to have recourle to 
verbal reproos. I firft begged him, as an act of friendfhip 
to his immortal foul, to confider the awful confequences 
attending thofe who rebel againft God, defpife the gofpel 
of Jefus, and deride the inftitutions of religious worfhip.— 
I then intreated him to remember the tremendous judg- 
ments denounced by"the prophet, and quoted by the apoftle 
Paul, ‘‘ Beware, therefore, left that come upon you which 
“is {poker of in the prophets: behold, ye defpifers, and 
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‘‘wonder, and perifh; for I work awork in your day, a 
‘¢ work which you will in no wife believe, though a man de- 
‘clare it unto you.””—And, laftly, | informed him, that 
though he might efcape punifhment from the laws of his 
country, to which he had rendered himfelf obnoxious ; and 
that notwithflanding he might efcape the present judgments . 
of the Almighty ; yet a reprieve was not pardon, and there 
was atime haftening on when all impenitent oppofers of 
God’s word, would feel the indignation of a fin-avenging 
God. I therefore recommended him truly to ‘confider 
(before it was too late) the words of Job. ‘ He is wife in 
‘heart, and mighty in ftrength; who hath hardened him- 
‘‘felf againft him, and profpered ?” 

This admonition evidently filled him with confufion of 
face, and prevented him from again confronting me during 
the reft of the fervice ; but I do not know that he manifeft- 
ed any marks of contrition for the offence. I difmiffed the 
afflembly, the young man returned to his habitation ; but 
awful to relate, his race was nearly run, and but a few days 
after, death approached, with circumftances that fhould 
operate as a warning to all fuch fcoffers. 

He was no fooner feized than his fenfes departed, and a 
delirium came upon him. Soon after he became outrage- 
ous, his relations were obliged to call in three or four men 
to hold him in the bed, and he died in the greateft agonies 
imaginable! Thus terminated the exiftence of one, who 
had, in his life, openly vilified the ordinances of the Lord, 
and was taken almoft immediately from the reproofs of man, 
to appear before the King eternal, immortal and invifible! 

Rendham, March 7, 1800. PLACABILIS. 


ON ENVY. 
By the late Rev. William Nimmo, of Roberton. 


OOD men, while in the prefent world, are often drawn 

into fnares by liftening to the depraved paflions which 
iodge within their breafts, and efpecially to the paflion of 
envy. This isa vice of fo hateful an afpect, and fo black a 
character, that every rational creature abhors it, when ap- 
pearing in its own colour; and whoever is impeached 
therewith, renounces the charge with indignation. But 
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ef{pecially this paffion is moft unreafonable, when it has the 
profperity of wicked men for its objeét. Envy fmiles at, and 
is delighted with the forrows of others ; it feeds on infam 

and reproach, and grieves at all that is good and comfortable 


in the lot of others. Yet this very malignant vice, makes - 


its way fometimes into the very foul that is born of God, 
and that hopes to be an inhabitant of heaven; and too often 
breaks out before the eyes of the world, and to the thame 
and f{candal of religion ; rejoicing in mifchief, and fretting 


at the peace and welfare of others. Even the holy Pfalmift ° 


was fometimes overtaken with this paffion, as in the 73d 
Pfalm ; but at laft, when by the grace of God, he had re- 
covered himfelf, he calls it by its proper name, “I was 
**envious at the foolifh.”—q. d. ‘How unreafonable a part 
“did I act, when I locked upon the wicked while in prof: 
“perity, as the only happy perfons, whom now I fee to be 
*‘only fools, having thezr portion in this world; not having 
‘“‘treafures laid up in heaven?” And therefore he exhorts 
all true believers not to give way to this temper, nor to fret 
at the wicked man, who profpereth in his way; but to de 
good, and to be thankful; for ‘“‘Godlinefs with contentment 
‘is great gain, having the promife of the life that now is, 
"and of that which is to come.” 


$ 


— | ae 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER. 


DEAR SIR, 


The following original letter of that excellent and ingeni- 
ous man, the late Rev. B. Beddome, paftor of the Baptift 
Church at Bourton on the water, having lately been put 
into my hands by one of his relations to whom it was 
addrefied ; I obtained leave to make an extract, which 
you are at liberty to infert in the Evangelical Magazine, 


if it pleafes you as well as it has done your ere 
S.C. 


Bourton, Fuly 23, 1759. 


«6 


I LAMENT that my converfation when you were at 
Bourton was not more inftructive. Alas! I often think of 
the words of one of the firfl Reformers: ‘“ Old Adam is 
“too cunning for young Melancthon.” If my preaching 
has been bleffed to others, if it was fo in the lealt meafurg 
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to you, God muft have the glory, and not the preacher. 
Whatever I hear from others, I fee, I feel enough in myfelf 
to keep me humble. May your good wifhes in your letter 
be continually turned into fervent prayers to God, in my 
behalf: for I may fay of the things wifhed, as David does 
of the well-ordered covenant, they coniuin all my falvation, 
and are all my defire; and I return them by wifhing you 
all needful fupplies of grace here, and a well-grounded foul- 
enlivening hope of glory hereafter.—-O may we be more 
and more prepared for that ftate where all the endearments 
of friendthip will be felt, without thofe unhappy mixtures 
which embitter all its fweets upon earth. Thus prays, 
yours, &c. B. B. 


——a CP ae —— 


REMARKABLE CONVERSION. 


aoe Lord has various means to bring about his own 
gracious purpofes, and fometimes condefcends to 
make ufe of incidents, apparently trifling, to accomplifh his 
moft important defigns. The truth of this remark ray be 
exemplified in the following fact :—A young gentleman of 
high connexions, and great refpectability, was induced by 
gay acquaintance to accompany them to a ball. Arrived 
at the fcene of diffipation, the feftive company proceeded 
to their amufement. The mufic ftruck up, and he, amon 
the reft, was highly delighted with the diverfion. In the 
midft of their enjoyment, as though a meffenger had been 
fent immediately from heaven, the clock struck one.—That 
ftriking paflage of Dr. Young inftantly rufhed upon his 
mind: 


‘¢ The bell ftrikes one—we take no note of Time 
‘But from its lofs—to give it thena tongue 

“Ts wifein man. As if an angel fpoke. 

“T feel the folemn found ; if heard aright 

“Tt is the knell of my departed hours. 

“ Where are they? With the years beyond the flood. 
“Ttis the fignal that demands difpatch. 

“How much isto be done? My hopes and fears’ 
*« Start up alarm’d, and o’e1 life’s narrow verge 
“Look down—on what? a fathomlefs abyfs, 

‘“*A dread eternity.” _ 
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Conviction feized the youth, and alarmed and terrified; 
he inftantly left the diffipated throng, and retired to his 
clofet. The refult was a faving change, and he is now a 
Chriftian indeed, in whom is no guile. 

Reader, art thou an admirer of the fafhionable follies of 
the age? Remember they lead to the chambers of eternal 
death, Leave then—oh leave thefe deluding phantoms of 
an hour, and employ the uncertain moments left thee, in 
feeking for thofe realities—untading pleafures and eternal 
oys. 
oa Plymouth-Dock. C.N. T. 


= + 


~ 


AWFUL DEATH OF A PROFANE SWEARER.* 


OME years ago T. G. who lived in the parifh of Sedg- 

ley near Wolverhampton, having loft a confiderable fum 
by a match at cock-fighting, to which praétice he was noto- 
rioufly addicted, fwore, in the moft horrid manner, that he 
would never fight another cock as long as he lived; fre- 
quently calling upon God to damn his foul to all eternity if 
he did; and, with dreadful imprecations, wifhing the devil 
might fetch him if ever he made another bet. 

It is not to be wondered at, if refolutions fo impioufly 
formed fhould be broken ; for a while, however, they were 
obferved ; but he continued to indulge himfelf in every 
other abomination to which his depraved heart inclined him. 
But, about two years afterwards, Satan, whofe willing 
fervant he was, infpired him with a violent defire to attend 
a cocking at Wolverhampton, and he complied with the 
temptation. When he came to the place, he ftood up, as 
in defiance of heaven, and cried out, ‘I hold four to three 
on fuch a cock.”—* Four what?” faid one of his com- 
panions in iniquity. ‘Four fhillings,” replied he.—“‘Vil 
lay,” faid the other. Upon which they confirmed the wager. 
and as his cuftom was, he threw down his hat, and put his 
hand in his pocket ees money, when, awful to relate, he 
inftantly fell.a ghaflly corpfe to the ground. Terrified at 


* Communicated to me by a pious person, who wrote it from 
the mouth of her father, a late minister of the gospel, near Wol- 
verhampton, and who well knew and often repeated this terrible 
fact. 

Coventry. Gi 23... 
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his fudden death, fome who were prefent for ever after de< 
fifled from this infamous fport; but others, hardened in 
iniquity, proceeded in the barbarous diverfion, as foon as 
the dead body was removed from the fpot. 

This melancholy circumftance happened on a Thurfday. 
On the Sabbath following, when a number of ‘his relations 
and neighbours were conveying his body to the grave, a dog 
that belonged to one of the company, happened to run 
under the coffin, (which was carried I fuppofe underhand 
by napkins, or on a bier), the dog was ftruck, to all appear- 
ance, dead ; but, being again recovered and let loofe, ran 
a fecond time under the coffin, and was.taken up actually 
dead, to the great aftonifhment of the company. Thofe 
who conveyed the corpfe were fo terrified that they durft not 
for the prefent proceed to the church-yard, but propofed to 
leave the body on the fpot: atlength, however, refuming 
their courage, they conveyed him to the grave. | 

“The fear of the wicked shall come upon him:” and, 
“Who ever hardened himself against God, and prospered?” 
By fuch fignal interpofitions of divine providente, the Lord 
fhows he hath not forfaken the earth. May ‘‘ many” who 
read or ‘‘hear” thefe lines, “fear, and turn to the Lord,”’ 


THE PLEASURES OF RELIGION, 


T is impoffible for a contemplative mind, that is deeply 
# ceavincea of the great importance of religion, to look 
round the world, or even take a view of that fmall portion 
of it which is bounded by the little circle of its own connex- 
ions, without feeling fome degree of aftonifhment at the 
amazing unconcern which the bulk of mankind difcovers to 
affairs of the moft momentous import. Though many may 
be found who pay fome kind of decent regard to the exteri- 
ors of devotion, few, comparatively, appear tu be actuated 
by its {pirit, or inclined to fubmit their hearts and lives to 
be governed by its precepts. A great variety of reafons, or 
rather plaufible fubterfuges, are urged in excufe of this la- 
mentable negleét ; one of which we will here notice: Itis 
this, “If we engage ferioufly in the duties of religion, as 
they are laid down in the gofpel, and inculcated by its mi- 
nifters, we muft give up all the pleafures, all the happinefs 
of life, and become melancholy and unfociable ; and we can 
VoL. II, Ee 
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never believe, that an all-good and merciful Being can have 
placed us here only to make us miferable.” This is the kind 
of reafoning which many adopt ; and if we were difpofed to 
argue with them upon their own hypothefis, we might afk, 
whether it be not a mark of the trueft wifdom to fubmit 
even to mifery here, provided we can obtain an affurance of 
an eternal ftate of unmixed felicity hereafter? But we 
would rather enquire what evidence they can produce to 
prove the truth of their affertion, that true religion is an ene- 
my to our prefent happinefs: we wouid rather endeavour 
to convince them that fhe requires not the renunciation of 
one pleafure, enjoins not the facrifice of one joy, without en- 
furing to us more than a full equivalent, even in the prefent 


‘world. In order to this, let us notice the three principal 


things which are fought with avidity, as conftituting the 
fummit of human blifs : I mean pleafure, riches, and ho- 
nour, and try if we can find nothing like them in the promi- 
fes of the Gofpel. 

With regard to the firft we readily admit, that what the 
children of this world ufually term pleasure, is incompati- 
ble with a life of devotednefs to God. But furely, if reli- 
gion prohibits the enjoyment of the theatre and the mafque- 
rade, the midnight revel, and the diurnal round of gaiety, 
diffipation and folly, it points to pleafures more worthy the 
purfuit of creatures who claim fuperiority to the brute crea- 
tion, becaufe they are pofleffed of intellectual faculties, en- 
dowed with reafoning powers. Are the pleafures of medi- 
tating on the works of the great author of a thoufand worlds, 
the tranfcendant delight of enjoying his{mile, and offering 
to him the {weet facrifice of gratitude and adoration, the 
pleafing reflection that we are {pending our time in a way 
which he approves, and the enlivening anticipation of the 
time when we fhall enter into his immediate prefence—are 
all thefe nothing? Can the human mind (the mind of tafte 
too) be funk fo low as to prefer the mimickry ofa buffoon to 
the approbation of its Maker ?—the fong of the drunkard to 
the hymns of angels ?— Oh human nature ! blufh at thine in- 
confiftency. 7 

Again, if we turn our thoughts to riches, we mutt ac- 
knowledge that religion forbids many of the lucrative arts 
that are practifed by thofe who value not her diétates. She 
admits not of defrauding or over-reaching ; fhe connives not 
at oppreffion and extortion ; nor does fhe enjoin negligence 
in bufinefs, or forgetfulnefs of family concerns; quite the 
contrary ; fhe recommends to “be diligent in bufinefs,” 
as well as “ fervent in {pirit;” to ‘ provide for thofe im 
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one’s own houfe,” as well asto “bring up children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord.” We are command- 
ed indeed to be careful (or over anxious) about nothing ; 
but we have at the fame time a promife that “ all our 
needs fhall be fupplied ;” and that “ no good {hall be with- 
held from them that walk uprightly.” We are direéted to 
diftribute of our property to thofe that want; but we are 
likewife told that “‘ the liberal foul fhall be made fat; and 
that ** what i is, in this way, lent to the Lord he will abun- 
dantly repay.’ 

Laftly, if we look to that which is fo generally thought to 
confer happinefs (how juftly let the experience of a Charles, 
a Lewis, or a Wolfey, decide), I mean honour, we fhall 
find beyond a doubt, that the balance is greatly in favour of 
religion. How many would think themfelves tranfcendant- 
ly happy if they could arrive at the poffeflion of an earthly 
crown and fceptre ; and can thefe find no gratification in be- 
ing heirs of a crown of life, and a kingdom of immortal 
glory ? What importance do mortals arrogate to themfelves 
if they can gain admiffionto the palace of a terreftrial monarch, 
and boaft of a gracious interview ; and fhall we think it no 
diftinétion to be admitted into the prefence of the king of 
kings, and to enjoy communion with him, both in public 
and in private? Again, who does not think it an honour to 
affociate with the noble and the great? And is itnothingto 
have an intercourfe with the faints and angels of the Moft 
High; to have our names enrolled in the lift of thofe who 
are dear and honourable in his fight, and to be adopted into 
the family of heaven? O child of gaiety and diffipation, of 
avarice and riches, or of ambition and honour, whoever 
thou art, if thou fhouldft deign to give this a perufal, feri- 
oufly confider the fubject, and let me entreat thee totry the 
truth of my obfervations by thine experience. Take religi- 
on for thy guide, thy counfellor, and thy portion; earneftly 
feek an intereft in the blood of Chrift, the pardoning love of 
God and the {fanétifying influences of the Holy Spirit. 
Pray earneftly that thou mayeft be enabled to enter into the 
fpirit, and tafte the enjoyments of true religion, And after 
thou haft known what it is to have communion with God, 
and feel the fublime joys which {pring from true devotion, 
affuredly thou wilt not wifh to exchange them for the 
pleafures of this world: but if thou flill refufeft te make the 
trial, tremble for the confequences ; ; and remember, that if 
thou art refolved to perfift in thy obduracy, this feeble re- 
monittrance from a female pen, fhall, with all the. faithful 
{ermons thou haft heard, and all the pious books thou haft 
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read, rife up in evidence againft thee, in that day when 
thou fhalt be called to ftand before the Judge of heaven and 
earth, and hear that dreadful fentence from his affronted 
Majefty, apainft which there fhall be no refiflance, from 
which there fhall be no appeal. 
Sandwich. E. T. 


——<l CD aE 


THE REV. VAVASOR GRIFFITHS’s LETTER TO 
HIS STUDENTS ON PARTING WITH THEM. 


MY DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS, 


ESPAIRING of ftrength to ferve you, at leaft this 

winttr ; and not knowing whether I may ever live to fee 

your faces more, I cannot take leave of you without a word 

of parting advice, at a time when I have fearce ftrength to 

write fo many lines as it contains. Take it as from your 

fincerely affeGtionate and perhaps dying friend; and con- 
ceive it as fpoken to each by name. 

1. Reft not fatisfied till you are fo interefted in a Saviour, 
as vou would wifh to be in a dying hour, 

2. Be ferious and hearty in ydur covenanting tranfacti- 
ons with God; treat with him as you would in your dying- 
day, and let your fubfequent conduét be fuitable. 

3. See that you confecrate all your attainments to the 
glory of God, and your Redeemer’s intereft, and value fuch 
attainments as are moft fubfervient to fach ends. 

4. Be careful to make daily advancement in a pious life, 
and meafure your a/lvances by love to God and man, and a 
conformity to your Redeemer’s temper and life. 

5. Humbly and carefully form your religious principles 
by the word of God, and guard againft that wantonnefs of 
thought, undefervedly called free-thinking, which hath been 
much the difeafe of the age; and thofe minds will be moft 
apt to fall into this fnare, which know not themfelves—their 
natural and moral weaknefies. Be cautious of an undue fond- 
nefs for either novelty or antiquity, but efpecially the former, 
as what in our rifing years we are moft prompt to. Never 
allow yourfelves to engage in controverfy without great 
neceffity, nor be attached to any hypothefis . ith fondnefs, 
fave for the truth which appears in it, and the divine 
authority that recommends it, 
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May God be the guide of your youth, the end of vour 


lives; and let him have your prayers who, in cordial wifhes, 
is 


Your affectionate and afflicted friend, 
V. GRIFFITHS. 





NOTICE OF THE REV. G. THOMSON. 


——— 


To the Editor. 
Srr, 


OU exprefs a with for fome particulars of the Rev. Mr. 

Thomfon, of St. Ginny’s, in Cornwall, concerning 

whom a curious letter appeared in your Magazine for June 
laft. 

I well knew that excellent man, who died in the year 1781, 
He was educated at Exeter College, Oxford; and after 
entering into orders, became chaplain of the Tyger man of 
war, in which fhip he went to America. He was at that 
time a very gay perfon, and fo he continued for fome time 
after his return to England. When Mr. Hervey lived at 
Bideford, he contraéted an intimacy with Mr. Thomfon, 
and fubmitted his meditations and reflections to his revifal. 
It was alfo to that gentleman’s eldeft daughter that he de- 
dicated the firft volume. I have a letter from Mr. Hervey 
to Mr. Thomfon, which probably I may fend you for in- 
fertion in a future number. Mr. Thomfon joined the 
fociety of Unitas Fratrum, or Moravians, many years before 
he died, although he ftill held his living, and refided upon 
it. His widow, a moft excellent and pious woman, died 
at Bideford in.1786. Mr. Thomfon was a man of lively 
paffions, and very apt to be jocular. He had a good poet- 
ical turn, and a volume of his relgious poems (without his 
name) was publifhed by the late Rev. Mr. Furly, of St. 
Roche. 

The Mr. Hill mentioned in Mr. Davidfon’s letter is, or 
lately was, rector of Taviftock, near Barnftaple, in Devon- 
fhire. 

You will be fo good as to excufe the hurried and irregular 
manner in which I have thrown together thefe brief notices ; 
which may probably incline fome of your readers to tranf- 
mit more fatisfaftory particulars. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c. 
June 18th, 1800, CLERICUS, 
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ORIGINAL LETTER OF THE LATE REV. 
MR. GEDDOME. 


September 27, 1760. 


ITH refpeét to your fpiritual concerns, what fhall I 

fay? Your foul is in the beft hand; your moft im- 
portant interefts are lodged with the great Redeemer ; to 
him the Father hath committed them ; to him you have 
been enabled, by divine grace, tocommit them; and he will 
be faithful to his truft. A fenfe of an intereft is defirable, 
but there may be an intereft where there is not a fenfe of it. 
I with I had your evidences. This I-can fay, that I mourn 
—l look upwards. All that is dark and diftreffing in your 
letter, I feel ; all that is otherwife, I want. 


O God, all-holy and all-wife, 

Open my heart, open my eyes ; 
Reveal thyfelf, reveal thy Son, 

And make thy great falvation known. 


As once of old, fo now proclaim 

Thy wond’rous love, thy gracious name ; 
To me thy pard’ning mercy fhow, 

And Spread the Joys of heav’n below. 


My tuneful voice I then will raife, 

And all my powers fhall tune thy praife ; 
T’ll in thy church thy works declare, 
And celebrate thy glories there. 


It has been aconfolitary thought to me, that God is more 
glorified in the falvation of one foul through Chrift, than in 
the deftruction of a whole world. O for afavory fpirit, an 
evangelical temper of mind! Dear friend, pray for me, 
that what I want I may experience, and then you fhall meet 
with the fame return from your unworthy, though affection 
ate friend, B. B. 
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A MEDITATION. 


N walking acrofs the fields a few evenings ago, I was at- 

tracted by the full appearance of the fetting sun. What 
a glorious object, faid I, do mine eyes behold! But how 
much more glorious is he, by whom the sun was created 
and made! Jesus, thou Sun or RiGutrovusnzss, how far 
furpailing this are the beauties with which thy perfon is ar- 

wrayed, and which all around encircle thee! Yonder is an 
object that is given to change. A few hours paft, he fhone 
with meridian {plendor ; his luftre was fo bright that I was 
unable to look at him ; but now he has confiderably exhautt- 
ed his ftrength, and mine eyes are {carcely affected with the 
fight. Butthou, O Jesus, artalways the fame; with thee, 
the great fountain of light, there is no variablenefs, nor fha- 
dow of turning—Truit, O my foul, this unchangeable 
friend. If thou believeft not, yet he abideth faithful ; he 
cannot deny himfelf. His word of promife, like an anchor 
to the foul, is both fure and ftedfaft. 

Looking {ftill at the sun as he gradually defcended below 
the horizon, I confidered again, thou, O Sun, wilt at one 
time fet to rife no more ; thy glory fhall ultimately fade and 
die ; and as the great monarch of the fkies, thou muft ceafe 
to reign. Butthy glory, O Jesus, is permanent and eter- 
nal, .“*I know that my Redeemer liveth,” though he once 
fubmitted todie. That he is now at the right hand of God, 
exalted to reign, and all his faints fhall finally reign with 
him, and behold his glory for ever.’ O that I may be one 
of that bleffed number ! 


When fhall this happy day of vifion be? 
When {hall I make a near approach to thee 
Be loit in love, and wrapt in ecftacy ? 

- «+ « « « « Lord hafte the hour 

Of joy and {weet repofe! tranfporting hope! 


It grieved me that I was now interrupted in my refledcti- 
ons; for before I could find an opportunity to renew them, 
the sun had totally difappeared. How animating is the 
profpect of poffefing a world, where none of the things 
which now break in upon our ferious moments {hall ever be 
fuffered to intrude! 


Fune 19th, 1800, J. K. 




















THOUGHTS ON PSALM vi. 9. 


“When I cry unto thee, then shall mine enemies turn back ; 
this I know, for God is for me.” 


ISHOP HORNE fomewhere remarks that “ the whole 
Bible is like the Garden of Paradife ; and the book of 
Pfalms like the tree of life in the midft.” And, indeed, the 
living confolations furnifhed to believers from the pfalms in 
general, fhew the juftnefs of the comparifon. 

The above paflage will furnifh three obfervations relative 
to chriftian experience. The believer is often purfued and 
oprefled by enemies—Prayer to God is a principal mean to 
overcome all enemies.—And, finally, confidence of fuccefs 
arifes from an affurance of God’s favour. 

1. The believer is often purfued and oppreffed by enemies. 
—The wor/d with its various allurements. Thefe entice 
the mind with prefling folicitude, and too often entangle the 
affections. Thus Demas was caught, and torfook his beft 
connexions, and left the nobleft purfuits, at leaft for a time 
—‘* Demas hath forfaken me, Ease loved this prefent 
“world.” And, alas! how many fince that period have 
forfaken the church of Chrift, and abandoned his righteous 
caufe, from the fame principle. Reader, learn from the 
folly of others, and ftand upon thy guard.—The devil with 
his numerous and ftrong temptations ; and the flesh with its 
powerful corruptions. Thefe unite to opprefs the believer, 
and caufe him to heaye many a bitter figh. The circum- 
flances and experience of David, of Hezekiah, of Peter 
and of Paul, might be introduced to elucidate and prove 
the truth of thefe remarks.—But for the fake of brevity (and 
magazine-pieces require brevity) I pafs on to obferve, 

2. That prayer to God is a principal mean to overcome 
enemies. ‘* When I cry unto thee, then fhall mine enemies 
“turn back.” Moses prayed and overcame— Hezekiah 
prayed and overcame—Fehosaphat prayed and was victori- 
ous—David prayed and proved a conqueror. In fhort, 
who ever prayed in fincerity and failed of ultimate fuccefs? 
It was a truth formerly and it is a truth now, that ‘ whofo- 
‘ever fhall ca// upon the name of the Lord fhall be faved.” 
Then let me, let my reader, in the way of faith and prayer, 
‘“‘refift the devil, and he will flee from us.” 
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_ 8, Confidence of fuccefs arifes from an affurance of God’s 
favour. ‘This I know, for God is for me.” The true 
guage (notwithftanding the ob- 
jections which fome have urged againft appropriation and 
experience) and add, I know it from hence—He hath 
enlightened my dark mind, whereas I was blind, now I fee 
—He hath fandtified my affections, I love the things of God, 
which I once mee He hath renewed my will and 
difpofed it to fubmiffion—He hath mortified my lults, fo 
that they do not reign, they have not the dominion over me. 
He hath made his word precious to me a thoufand and a 
thoufand times. In fhort he hath revealed Chrift to my 
heart as the only hope of glory, as “all and in all.” ‘ God 
‘is for me.” Yes, believer, he is indeed for thee. His 
promifes are for thy comfort, and they are “exceeding 
“‘ sreat and precious.”—His Son is for thee, his blood was 
the ranfom of thy foul, and he ever liveth to make intercef- 
fion for thee.—His fpirit is for thee ; in conjunction with 
his word he is thy fure guide in the path to heaven.—His 
grace is for thy daily fupport, and it is fufficient for thee.— 
His power is for thy defence.—His counfels are for thy 
direction.—His heaven is for thy future and eternal refi- 
dence.—His angels are for thy companions. —God _ himfelf’ 
is for thine everlafting portion.—Adopt the language of the 
prophet, and fay, “The Lord is my portion, faith my foul, 
“‘therefore will [hope in him.” Is God for thee believer ? 
Then be fure to be for Am in all thou haft, in all thou art. 


‘‘ Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
‘**’Phat were a prefent far too fmall, 
“Love fo amazing, fo divine, 
** Demands my foul, my life, my all.” 


MILES EMERITUS: 


ON PARTY SPIRIT. 


HEN the nature of chriftianity is confidered a 
founded in love, and the tendency of divine precepts 
as leading to general and extenfive benevolence, it appears 
extraordinary that its profeffors fhould fo far forget them- 
felves as to ufe mean declamations againft thofe who differ 
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THE DECLARATIONS OF THE GOSPEL WHICH PRESENT 
ENCOURAGEMENT TO SINNERS, 


SHEWN TO BE THE ALONE SOURCE OF RELIEF AND 


COMFORT TO SAINTS. 


5 iliuftrate the truth of this pofition it fiould be made 

evident, that all our relief and comfort mutt arife from 
the gofpel declarations, which teftify to finners the true grace 
of ¢ sod. 

The gofpel finds finners under the law, it arifes upon them 
in their molt guilty and ruined condition; and appearing te 
them in thefe circumitances, it brings near the righteoufnefs 
and falvation of God our Saviour, to be embraced and en- 
joved by be liev! ing. It is this exhibition of falvation by the 
gofpel, prefente d to every finner which conftitutes a fufficient 
warrant for P verfons of every defcription to embrace it. It 
is through the belief of thefe declarations that finners firft 
find comiort, and that comfort is reftored whenloft. All 
believers have accefs by Chrift through faith unto the grace 
of God, wherein they fland, havi ing peace with God through 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, ul rejoicing in the hope of the 
glory of God ;* and they are faved from bondage, guilt and 
legal terrors, through the faith of thefe comfortable truths, 
which repert the good- will of God in Chrift towards men. 
The favour of God which relieves the confcience and con- 
foles the heart, is only perceived with certainty in the decla- 
rations of the Gofpel. Hence the apolt le ipeaks of the 
comfort of the {criptures, and prays, that the God of hope 
would fill the faints with all joy and peace in believing the 
comiortable truths contained therein. If thefe things be fo, 
it follows, that all the joys of believers proceed irom thete 
very truths, which reveal and exhibit divine grace to finners. 
There is not one way of preaching the gofpe! and its divine 
confolations to finners, and another to believers; for the 
faith delivered to the faints, contains a common falvation, 
which believers embrace upon the fame warrant that finners 
have to receive it. But if finners |:ave the fame warrant to 
receive all the comforts of the gofpel which believers have to 
enjoy them; and if unbelievers are in fact, defpifers of all 


* Rom. 9. l—2. 
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hath given us, in revealing them to finners as finners. Neither 
evidences nor experiences can ftrengthen this right, nor.can 
the want of them in the leaft diminih its ftrength. The actual 
poffeflion of thefe comforts that are in Chrift, is only the privi- 
lege of believers, and even they can never have any fatisiacto- 
ry evidence that they enjoy thefe comforts, unlefs they are 
living in the exercife of that ‘‘faith, which is the fub- 
*‘itance of things hoped for, and the evidence of things not 
*‘feen ;” or in other words, which fees the promifes of God, 
which is perfuaded of them, and embracesthem. Since 
then, the confolations of the gofpel are actually poffeffed, 
only by believing; fince the true evidence of a perion being 
actually a partaker of thefe confolations, is only to be enjoy- 
ed in the exercife of faith; and fince faith is a receiving of 
the witnefs or teftimony of God in the free and general re- 
cord of the gofpel, it muft follow, that all the relief and 
comfort of believers arifes from gofpel declarations, which 
teftify unto them, as finners, the true and fovereign grace of 
God. Upon this principle their comforts are properly the 
joy of faith, and do not {pring from felf-examination, but 
depend w holly upon the word of God, giving unto them 
eternal life in Chrift Jefus. 

Obj. 3. That many of the comforts propofed to believers 
are not competent to be propofed unto finners, and therefore 
thefe confolations that are peculiar to them as believers, 
ought not to be confounded with the general comforts of 
the gofpel, which are propofed unto all who hear the gofpel. 
—There is undoubtedly a great difference between finners 
in the fiefh who are far off, and believers in Chrift Jefus 
who are fade nigh by the blood of Chrift. But this differ. 
ence doth not confift either in the comforts revealed to 
them, (as if one kind of comfort was revealed to finners in 
the record of the gofpel, and another kind of comfort to 
believers) nor in the manner of propofing thefe comforts to 
both, as if they were given in one form to finners and in 
another to believersg The gofpel, with all its comforts, is 
fully propofed unto finners; unbelievers do not embrace 
them; but thofe who believe fet their feal to the truths of 
God ; and when they receive it, they take poffeffion of thofe 
very comforts which were alone propofed to fianers ; more- 
over, they poffefs them upon the fame right that finners have 
to claim them, and to ufe them as their own mercies. 
Every one in the hoft of Ifrael had the fame right to gather 
and bring home the manna for his own ufe: every man- 
flayer had the fame right to fly for fafety to one of the cities 
ef refuge God had appointed; every one who was flung 
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Will it be thought that this ftatement renders faith ufelefs 
and reprefents it a matter of little confequence for a chriftian 
to know his intereft in Chrift ? Such a fentiment can only 
be adopted by thole who err, not knowing the fcriptures. 
Faith is of fuch i importance in the chriftian religion, that it 
is the grand mean of poffeffing all the blefings of the gofpel, 
and of walking in holy obedience to the law of God. The 
beft way to know our intereft in Chrift is to view him as 
revealed in the gofpel to us as loft finners. For this is the 
will of the Father, that every one which feeth the Son ex- 
hibited in the teftimony of the word, and believeth on him 
as therein revealed, may have everlafting life. 

Obj. 4. That many of the privileges of the gofpel cannot 
belong to any but faints, fuchas exemption from the domini- 
on of fin, from the fling of death, and from the wrath to 
come : and therefore the comfort of all fuch privileges mutt 
arife from the knowledge that we have believed on Chrift, 
and not fimply from the gofpel declarations which teftify 
unto mankind the grace of God. ‘The privileges of the 
golpel are vel a0 able, and mutt either be all enjoyed or all 
defpifed ; they are all united i in that eternal life which God 
hath given to mankind. ‘The faints have received the firlt 
fruits of this falvation by faith in thefe declarations of the 
gofpel, and they depend on thefe fame declarations for all 
the good things fecured tothem in reverfion. Hence the 
whole comfort, even concerning thofe good things, depends 
upon the promifes of the gofpel. 

Another obje€tion only thall be mentioned, 

Obj. 5. The fcriptures feem, on many occafions, to relt 
the comfort of the faints upon their holy walking in the fear 
of God. When thole who fear God are invidiouily 1 repres 
fented by men, as if their intentions were wicked, and their 
works were evil, it gives them great fatisfaction under the 
heavieft load of calumny, to be able to fay—our rejoicing is 
this, the teltimony of our confcience, that in fimplicity and 
godly finc erity, not in flefhly wifdom, but by the power of 
God, we have had our converfation in the world. When 
men Path them of crimes they have never committed, 
without fuffering them to vindicate their own innocence,, it 
is exceedingly comfortable to them to be able to refer their 
caule to God, faying, «Judge me, O Lord, for I have 
“walked in mine integrity.”—Again, if the queftion be, 
whether the truths of the gofpel, which reveal Chriflt and 
eternal life, as the provifion God hath made for faving fin- 
ners, are an engrafted word in the heart? the faints ought 
to fhew by their works, that they are the unfeigned believers 
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Will it be thought that this f{tatement renders faith ufelefs 
and reprefents it a matter of little confequence for a chriftian 
to know his intereft in Chrift? Such a fentiment can only 
be adopted by thofe who err, not knowing the {fcriptures. 
Faith is of fuch importance in the chriftian religion, that it 
is the grand mean of poffeffing all the blefings of the gofpel, 
and of walking in holy obedience .to the law of God. The 
beft way to know our intereft in Chrift is to view him as 
revealed in the gofpel to us as loft finners. For this is the 
will of the Father, that every one which feeth the Son ex- 
hibited in the teftimony of the word, and believeth on him 
as therein revealed, may have everlafting life. 

Obj. 4. That many of the privileges of the gofpel cannot 
belong to any but faints, fuchas exemption from the domini- 
on of fin, from the fling of death, and from the wrath to 
come : and therefore the comfort of all fuch privileges muft 
arife from the knowledge that we have believed on Chrift, 
and not fimply from the gofpel declarations which teftify 
unto mankind the grace of God. ‘The privileges of the 
gofpel are infeparable, and mutt either be all enjoyed or alk 
defpifed ; they are all united in that eternal life which God 
hath given to mankind. ‘The faints have received the firlt 
fruits of this falvation by faith in thefe declarations of the 
gofpel, and they depend on thefe fame declarations for all 
the good things fecured tothem in reverfion. Hence the 
whole comfort, even concerning thole good things, depends 
upon the promifes of the gofpel. 

Another obje€tion only thall be mentioned, 

Obj. 5. The fcriptures feem, on many occafions, to relt 
the comfort of the faints upon their holy walking in the fear 
of God. When thofe who fear God are invidiouily repre« 
fented by men, as if their intentions were wicked, and their 
works were evil, it gives them great fatisfaction under the 
heavieft load of calumny, to be able to fay—our rejoicing is 
this, the teftimony of our confcience, that in fimplicity and 
godly fincerity, not in flefhly wifdom, but by the power of 
God, we have had our converfation in the world. When 
men accufe them of crimes they have never committed, 
without fuffering them to vindicate their own innocence, it 
is exceedingly comfortable to them to be able to refer their 
caufe to God, faying, ‘‘ Judge me, O Lord, for I have 
“walked in mine integrity.”"—Again, if the queftion be; 
whether the truths of the gofpel, which reveal Chrift and 
eternal life, as the provifion God hath made for faving fins 
ners, are an engrafted word in the heart? the faints ought 
to fhew by their works, that they are the unfeigned believers 
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ptefented with fubmifiion to his heavenly Father’s will. 
But before the throne above he intercedes not as a man, but 
as Mediator; and he pleads with authority, as the claim of 
right, agreeably to the {pecimen he hath given us, “ Father, 
“J will that they, whom thou haft given me, may be with 
‘me where I am” 

The interceffion of Chrift doés not fuppofe that the Father 
is unwilling to be gracious, for he is as ready to communi- 
cate as Chrift is to intercede. Its neceflity is founded on 
one of his mediatorial offices. As the great High Prieft of 
our profeffion, he was to atone for his people’s fins, by the 
facrifice of himfelf; and, in virtue of his facrifice, to plead 
in their behalf. Thus Aaron and his defcendants, who 
were typical of Chrift in their official capacity, were 
charged, not only to make an atonement for the children of 
I{rael, but alfo to offer up prayer and fupplication for them. 
The intercefion of Chrift, therefore, is as neceffary as that 
he fhould aét in ahacalied: ; befides, the condition of his 
people on earth required it. They are naturally dead in 
fins, and have need of the Spirit of God to quicken them. 
After they are called according to God’s purpofe, they are 
expofed to many temptations, fubject to a variety of wants, 
and often confounded in the court of confcience by the ac- 
cufations of their adverfary, the Devil. In thefe circum. 
ftances, what need have they of Chrift to intercede in their 
behalf? 

Whether we are the diftinguifhed objects of Chrift’s in- 
terceflion, is an enquiry of the utmoft importance. He does 
not plead for the whole human race in general ; the damned 
in hell are to be excepted. Having died in impenitence 
and unbelief, they are chained in darknefs and mifery until 
the judgment of the laft day, when Chrift will fay unto them, 
“Depart, ye curfed, into everlafting fire, prepared for the 
“Devil and his angels.”” We cannot fcripturally fay, that, 
Chrift is interceding for every individual of mankind upon 
earth. ‘I pray not for the world,” fays he. He maketh 
interceflion for tranfgreffors, and this is our encouragement ; 
but not for a// tranfgreflors: we muft, therefore, cautioufly 
examine and diftinguifh. The Scriptures inform us, that 
the perions for whom the Saviour intercedes, are thofe whom 
his heavenly Father hath given him ;* thofe who believe on 
him through the word of the gofpel ;+ thofe who come unto 
God by him ;{ and for all faints.|} Are our characters then 


* John xvii, 19. t John xvii, 20. 1 Heb. vit. 28. 
|| Rev. viii. 3, 4. 
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The eficacy of Chrift’ 's interce‘lion is eftablifhed on the 
firmett bafis. He declared, whilft hear on earth, refpeCting 
his requefts as Mediator, ‘that the Father always heard him; 
and fhall we fay that ay pleads with lefs fuccefs in heaven? 
When we reflect on the infinite dignity of his perfon, as 
God incarnate; when we confider that he was divinely ap- 

sointed in the councils of redemption, to the office of 
Mediator; when we recollect that he has all the treafures 
of wifdom to manage his caufe to the beft advantage; can 
we fuppofe that fuch an-interceffor may, in a fingle inftance, 
fail? ‘ar from us be the degrading idea! his facrifice has , 
been accepted as an offering of a {weet {melling odor to 
God. Its virtue muft be denied before his interceflion can 
fail; for on this he refts his plea. He ftands before the 
throne as a lamb that has been flain.* ‘* His wounds,” 
fays one, ‘‘are open as fo many mouths pleading for his 
people.” Such filent, heavenly oratory never pleads in vain. 
Whomfloever and whatfoever Chrift prays for, his requeft is 
granted. 

A confideration of the extent and efficacy of the Redeem- 
er’s interceflion affords unfpeakable comfort to believers; 
and its perpetuity exceedingly heightens their blifs.| ‘* He 
‘is able to fave them to the uttermoft, that come unto God. 
‘‘by him, feeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.” 
In all ‘their temptations, diftrefles, declenfions, in every 
fituation and circumflance of life and of death, Jefus knows 
what they want, and pleads for them accordingly. Lhe 
perpetuity of Chrift’s interceffion applies to his church, both 
collectively and individually ; and runs through every age 
of time; It was typified under the law by the offering of 
incenfe every morning and every evening throughout the 
year. It commenced with his mediatorial engagements, 
and will continue till the work of redemption be fully com- 
pleated. ‘* His blood,” fays Charnock, ‘ mutt be a {peech- 
lefs blood, before he can be a filent ‘eduocate.” All its 
deligns muft be fully anfwered before he can ceafe to plead. 

What admiration and happinefs muft the glorified {pirits 
conceive in the immediate prefence of Chriflt, whilft they 
contemplate the manner of his interceffion, and the bleffed 
effects refulting from it!—Inftructed and encouraged by his 
word, let us confidently commit our eternal concerns into 
his hands. “Give him, my foul, thy caufe to plead; nor 
doubt the Father’s grace.” 

MANCUNIENSIS. 


* Revs ve 6. + Hed. vit. 25, 
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have been led, with Hazael, to fay, ‘Is thy fervant a dog ?” 
So deceitful is the human heart, which often finds itfelf en- 
tangled in the very fins it once never fufpegted. , 

' This man’s declenfions were; as is common, gradual, and 
their beginning too unobferved by himfelf, althqugh vifible 
enough to fome others. Private prayer is negle¢ted—this 
leads to mere cuftomary obfervance of public’ ordinances, 
which is followed by lefs attention to the fins of the heart ; 
thefe at length, cherifhed, he is ready to liften to outward 
temptations, and now he makes rapid progrefs in backfliding. 
He gets in debt, defrauds his netghbours, adopts the loofe 
employment of a pedlar, cohabits and travels the country 
witha bad woman, while his wife and three children are 
neglected at home. Thus prepared, we are not furprifed 
to find him at length in prifon, and afterwards to behold the 
man a public fpectacle of his own folly. How evidently 
does this fubjeét exemplify the words of Scripture, that 
“ luft when it hath conceived, bringeth forth fin; and fin, 
when it is finifhed, bringeth forth death.” 

At the requeft of Perkins, I was admitted to attend upon 
him and Maddocks till theirlaft hour, The addreffes madeto 
the confcience of Perkins appeared to produce a good effect, 
and induce repentance. So far as deep contrition, felf abhor- 
rence, turning to, and crying after God, evident piety, and 
profeffed defire, if able, to make reftitution to fociety, can 
conftitute true penitence, they were invariably obfervable in 
him ever after his condemnation. Wifhing to avail myfelf 
of fome impreffive information, I defired him to relate a lit- 
tle of his paft experience, when he replied in fubftance as 
follows :—‘* That he had good reafon to think that he had 
tafted the grace of God in truth ; that he had enjoyed at 
times fellowfhip with God, but had been habitually too un- 
watchful : this in time left him at liberty to fin, and then one 
fin infenfibly carried him on to another, until confcience, 
repeatedly outraged, became dumb. That, even under his 
departures, he had at times fevere checks and reproofs, That 
he could not fhake off the terrors of God, nor ordinarily 
bring himfelf to fwear. That he would now and then hear 
the Gofpel where, in his travels, he found it ; and on the 
day he was apprehended, it appeared to him as if a voice 
fuggefted to his mind, ‘ Sinner, thou fhall go no further.” 

Sin, in every colour and fhape, now appeared bitter to 
Perkins; but there were fome fins which entered more deep- 
ly than others into his foul, and left their fting there. His 
tafe treatment of a godly wife ; the probable ruin of the 
woman he had hved with, who died after a fhort illnefs, 
when on her forbidden march with him; the flabhe had 
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that they muft know the Gofpel, or perifh eternally. And 
particularly noticed the fins of religious profeffors, whom 
he exhorted to make confcience of their walk with God, and 
a due regard of the fabbath day. After this he, and the 
other felon, who had renounced his deiftical creed, advanced 
with the utmoft compofure to the fatal drop, when in the 
act of committing their fouls to Jefus, witha voice heard 
by all near, they launched into eternity. —Paufe, O my foul! 
Enter into thy clofet, and make thou diligent fearch—fee 
whether there are in thee fins indulged againfl thy God! 
I am your’s &c. 
Warwick. M. 


P. S. My next will give you fome interefting particulars 
of the divine dealings with Maddocks. 


GRACE ABOUNDING TO FELONS. 


Letter Il. 
To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 


SIR, 

HEREIN fulfil my promife of tranfmitting to you a 
I fketch of the divine dealings with T. Maddocks, execu- 
ted at Warwick, for forgery. The letter fubjoined, written’ 
by himfelf, as it contains the language of a dying man, may 
better pleafe your readers than what I would otherwife have 
tranfcribed and fent from my own memorandums. The 
whole that paffed between him and me in the cell related to 
the great concern of his prefent peace and eternal felicity, 
and might be profitable to repeat, but I would rather that he 


- though dead, fhould {peak for himfelf. 


I can but refleét with pleafure upon the change which evi- 
dently took place in this man’s heart and fentiments—a 
change as ftriking as I was ever favoured to behold—a 
change not ordinarily feen ina felon. But what is too hard 
for the Lord to effect ? Maddocks had beena clofe ftudent 
at the feet of Socinus for more than twenty years palt, and 
had profited in the anti-evangelical fyftem above many of 
hisequals. Difciplined with prejudices againft the truth 
of Jefus, he thought himfelf (ashe told me) juftified in 
warmly propagating his pernicious tenets among his family 
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How far the latter fuppofition may be true I know not. I 
tonfefs I have had my doubts, fo deceitful is the human 
heart ! But I truft this unbelief is in meafure done away. 


And here let me fay, I rejoice that the hand of divine Pro- 


vidence has interfered, and put a ftop to that mad career of 
vice and iniquity into which I was daily plunging myfelf, 
to my own and your deftruction. Let me here beg your 
attention to my principles at the time I was taken into cuf- 
tody. ‘That there is a God,” is what I never denied ; 

but, in order to account for the evil which abounds’ in the 
world, I had no doubt that there was a deficiency either in 
his power or his goodnefs, and had totally loft every idea of 
the world’s being governed by a benevolent Providence. 
But I had not been long in prifon before I began to fufpec 
the fallacy of my notions. The firft thing that gave birth 
to refleGtion, was the amazing alteration in my habit of body, 
from an impaired ftate, by exceflive drinking, toa ftate of 
confirmed health, without any effort made by medicine in 
order to produce this effet. This, youwillfay, was the natural 
effe&t of the reftraint upon my liberty ; granted. But what 
would have been the flate of my mind and my body by this 
time, had not the hand of divine Providence arreiled my pro- 
grefs? And here, if you will {top alittle, and look back upon my 
words and actions the laft vear I was with you, you can 
have no doubt of the degeneracy of my morals, and the evil 
example I was fetting before you. he firft effect which 
this change of thought produced in my mind was to pray 
daily (whenever I could get aconcealed opportunity) to that 
God who I was perfuaded could liberate me from prifon, if 
it were confiftent with his will, and conducive to mine and 
your future happinefs ; for I had never loft fight of you du- 
ring the whole of my confinement. Your brother* will 
bear me witnefs, that I frequently told him my mind had un- 
dergone even then a very material change, and that I was 
well convinced that [had imbibed very talfe notions: this 
he treated as weak and feolifh. But depend upon it, my 
dear children, it is to this foolifhnefs, which began in the 
gaol, I am indebted for that calm refignation to the will of 

od I now enjoy. 

I now madeit my duty to enquire of the prifoners their 
way of life, and by what means they were brought into con- 
finement ; the general cry was “the negleét of the fabbath 
day.” Several of them had been members of chriftian 
churches, and expreffed to me that that period was the hap- 


* Alluding to his eldest son, charged with the same offence for 
which his father suffered, but was acquitted. 


Vou, II. Hh 
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“* Jefus, I love thy charming name, 
‘¢’Tis mufic to my ear ; 

“ O may my death spread far and wide! 
“ That earth and heaven may hear. 


The three things needful to convince the world of the im- 
portance of religion are, the fallen ftate of man; the neceflity 
of the all-atoning blood of Chrift ; and the certainty of 
eternal mifery to the impenitent. So far from thinking my 
fall hard or undeferved, I bow with humble fubmiffion to the 
rod which ftrikes all my earthly comforts dead. “ It is the 
‘Lord, let him do what feemeth him good.” ‘ Againft 
‘‘ thee, thee only have I finned, and done this evil in thy 
‘* fight, thatthou mighteft be juftified when thou fpeakeft, 
“¢ and be clear when thou judgeft.” 


T. MADDOCKS. 


——ep (> a 


MEDITATION ON PSALM Ixy. 11. 
“ Thou crownest the year with thy goodness.” 


thew goodnefs is a fubject infinitely amiable in it- 
felf, and interefting to us. The goodnefs of God 
mult always be worthy of our admiration, and the bounties 
of his hand deferve the praifés of the whole creation. 


‘‘ His goednefs runs an endlefs round, 
All glory to the Lord.” 


We fhould own our obligations to the God of goodnefs 
when we rife in the morning to partake of his bounty, and 
when retiring at night to enjoy repofe under his protection; 
and fhould gratefully fay with the Pflalmift, “‘ Thou makeft 
*‘ the outgoings of the morning and evening to rejoice.” 
And while we obferve that the fame kindnefs, which attends 
us from day today, follows us alfo from year to year, dif- 
tinguifhing our various months with ineflimable mercies, 
ought we not to lift up our hearts to the great Father of our 
mercies, and fay, ** Thou crowneft the year with thy good- 
“‘ nefs?” 
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«Then comes his glory in the Summer months,” all of | 


which he likewife crowns with his goodnefs. It is by the 
kindly rays of this feafon that the fruits, which were fprung 
up, are matured and ripened for our benefit. How doth all 
nature appear now laden with the bounties of our God ! and 
whilft we behold them, on every hand, what reafon have we 
to look up, with admiring gratitude, to the great Author of 
all thefe bleffings, and fay, as David here—‘* Thy paths 
drop fatnefs, they drop on the paftures of the wildernefs, 
and the little hills rejoice on every fide ?”” What rich image- 
ry is here ufed, to exprefs the exuberant goodnefs of God! 
We dwell in a needy wildernefs, and all our fupplies muft 
come from above. May we gather them with gratitude, 
and praife the bounteous donor ! 


‘¢ Flis bounty fhines in Autumn unconfin’d, 
“ And fpreads a common feaft for all that lives.” 


The eyes of all wait on our God ; and how liberally, at 
this feafon, does he provide for all! He opens his hand, and 
fills all things living with plenteoufnefs. The fruits of the 
earth are now gathered and ftored for the ufe of man. The 
Pfaimilt evidently alludes to the goodnefs of God at this 
feafon ot the year—when he fays here, ‘* The paftures are 
clothed with flocks the vallies alfo are covered with corn, 
they fhout for joy, they alfo fing.” Each part of the creati- 
on appears adorned and enriched with divine beneficence ; 
all nature {miles with his bounty, and rejoices in his Mberali- 
ty. Thisis the crowning of the year. All the forégoing 
feafons have prepared their various fruits to be gathered in 
this, and the divine bounty is gathered with general gladnefs. 
This is moft eminently the cafe in the prefent feafon. We 
have provoked our Maker by our iniquities, and he has re- 
peatedly threatened our fupplies. The fcarcity of an un- 
favourable year or two, has been encreafed and magnified 
by the wickednefs of man ; and there are not wanting fome 
montters who have even rejoiced in the profpect of farther 
diftrefling the poor for their own emolument. ' But behold, 
his goodnefs at once difappoints their avarice, and fatisfies 
the poor with bread. Thus he crowns the year with his 
goodneis. 

“ We fee his hand 
* In every varying fcene ; and tafte his love 
‘‘ In every good his bounteous hand beflows. 
*¢ In all the God appears ; the Father fmiles ; 
‘* Omnipotent and wife, and good, and kind.” 
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Let us come into his houfe in the multitude of his mercy, 
enter his gates with thankfgiving, and his courts with praife. 
We cannot render adequate, let us, therefore, be more con- 
cerned to render grateful returns. Blefs the Lord, O our 
fouls! What obligations to renewed confidence in God? if 
we had thus proved the faithfulnefs and kindnefs of anearth- | 
ly friend, how wouldour confidence, as wellas ourgratitude, 
be encreafed ! And ought not this to be the cafe with re- 
fpe&t to our God ? “ Becaufe thou hait been my help ; there- 
‘‘ fore, under the fhadow of thy wings will [ truft.”—— What 
obligations, to active obedience, and fubmiffion to God t 
Chriftians, be concernedto run m the way of his cammand- 
ments ; for consider, how great things the Lord hath done for 
you ;—and confider, if he thus crown you with goodnefs 
during the years of your pilgrimage, with whatblefiag, with 
what joy, with what glory will he crown you through eter- 
nal ages ? How great is the goodnefs he hath laid up for 
them that fear him! “ If fuch the fweetnels of the ftream, 
what will the fountain be ?” 
SopaLis DiscrPuLus. 


ATTENDANCE ON PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


BELIEVE it is generally allowed, that there was never 

a greater {pirit for hearing the Gofpel than at the prefent 
time ; and it is of great importance, that we should earnestly 
attend to hearthe truth, as itis in Jefus. ‘* Faith cometh 
‘“* by hearing ;” but itis to be lamented, that many who call 
themfelves Chriftians, while they are anxious to hear, appear 
so indifferent to the chief aéts of Chriftian worfhip, namely, 
prayer and praife ; for “* Preaching and hearing, though ap- 
pointed means of edification, and to be performed in a de- 
vout manner, are not dire&t acts of worfhip.” This indif- 
ference is too obvious from the very common, though inde- 
cent practice of many, who-are not careful to be prefent at 
the commencement of divine worfhip, by which they are not 
only irreverent towards God, but alfo difturb and grieve 
thofe who attend intime. This evil, it is to be feared, is 
too little confidered by perfons in general, and too often 
overlooked by minifters ; hence it is common for many to 
exprefs themfelves perfectly fatisfied that they were “ in 
time for the fermon,” and think nothing of being too late” 
for prayer. I wifh perfons, who habituate themfelves to 
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0, ye minifters of my (sod, that do his pleafure, fpeak to 
thofe heedlefs immortals of the unfearchable riches of Chrift, 
whilft the multitude in the temple of the Lord wreftle for a 
blefiing on your labours ! 

See, too, where the glooms, more deftructive than the 
Egyptian darknefs, pe ead over the illes of the South Sea. 
Precious immortals ! Ye know nothing of thefe unfearchas 
ble riches, nothing of the covenant of grace, made with the 
fons of men! Ye fecl not the joys of pardoned fin ; the 
beams of glory from the upper fkies never fhone on your 
wretched heads ; the pleafing {miles of almighty love foften 
not your dying pillow ; and, pafing through the cold waters 
of death, you view an unknown fhore. Ye parents dear— 
ye brothers and filters of affection fweet, "the delightful 
profpect of again embracing the beloved friends of your 
heart is fhut up from your mournful view. Many a tear of 
anguifh flows down your furrowed cheeks, ye fons of mi- 
fery, without any knowledge of the fountain from whence I 
draw my confolations. Yet, bleffed be the Lord, who is 
rich in mercy! there are a few willing to go “ overand help 
you ;” to reveal to vou the unfearchable riches of Chrift, and 
point out to your benighted view the mountain of Zion, 
where is a feaft of fat things, provided by the King of Hea- 
ven, of whomyou are yet unhappily ignorant. 

Here let me paufe, and, bowing in the duft, own the grand 
difference made by grace divine. Lord, Iam aftonifhed at 
thy goodnefs to me, the leaft and mott unworthy of all peo- 
ple ! Thou giveft me a heart to delight myfelf in thy riches ; 
away from thee, furely I am lonely and diftreffed ; but. in 
thy prefence I experience joy. Thy rich promifes are feal- 
ed to me, and fin fhall not have dominion over me. How. 


{weetly can I-pour my every care in the dear bofom of my —». 


God, and find a welcome’at the throne of grace, purchafed 
for me with the precious blood of the Lamb! There my 
moft fecret figh is audible in the ears of Jehovah, and faith- 
fully attended to, according tothe promife in which he has 
caufed me tohope. And foon thall I fully experience the 
unfearchable riches of Chrift, which “eye hath mot feen, 
nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man 
to conceive.” SERENA. 
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exercifed fouls confirms it. On this point I have met with 
a remark, where one fays, “‘ When I am ina good frame, I 
wonder how any perfon cannot be achriftian; but when I 
am in abad frame, I then wonder how any perfon can be a 
chriftian.” The prefent fafhionable fort of chriftianity 
(which is, alas! likely to become too general) is no difficult 
matter, but bible chriftianity is, indeed, quite another thing. 
The comfort of the.truly ferious and exercifed chriftian is 
to be found in Phil. iv. 13. It is to be lamented that David’s 
religion and Paul’s chriftianity are by many now reckoned 
methodifm or enthufiafm, who, at the fame time, call them- 
felves chriftians, and would be highly offended not to be ace 
counted religious people. 

You find it difficult to maintain a clofe walk and commu-e 
nion with God, and the fervour of your firft love. This is 
to be done in the way of duty, and by keeping one’s felf in 
the love of God ;* by believing the love of God in Chrift 
to us: itis thus that affurance and communion with God 
are firft attained, and afterwards maintained.—You find 
within you a heart prone to backflide. Fear of backfliding 
#s one means of our prefervation from it, through the operas 
tion of the Holy Gheft.t We fuffer moft by hearts prone 
to ref{t in the cold formal, unexperimental religion of the 
world ; for the unrenewed part within us is fo far from be- 
ing at enmity with that religion, that it likes it: our adver- 
fary, the devil, has no quarrel with this ; fer he knows well 
that fuch religion refted in, is fo far from hurting his intes 
reft, that it will rather promote it. : 

You apprehend that few things hurt the growth of grace 
in your fouls more than your academical ftudies: but ia 
this you are certainly greatly miftaken, or elfe you profecute 
your fludies in a wrong manner. Vigour and intenfenefs 
of mind, in the prattice of appointed duty, is inculcated by 
the Holy Ghoftin fcripture. This, when fuitably performed 
is one’s great intereft. The hardeft ftudy, confiftent with 
health, and fo as not to wafte the fpirits and conftitution, is 
one of the beft prefervatives againft Satan’s fiery darts, and 
thus is converted into a real friend to religion and the growth 
of grace in the foul. To my certain knowledge, the moflt 
intenfe ftudy is fo far from finking the fpirits, that, in fome 
conilitutions, it tends rather to preferve and raife them. 
One of eminent note in the learned world ftudied regularly 
twelve hours every day. It is of importance that our time 
and attention to ftudy be properly arranged. I know a gen- 
tleman who has, for many years, gone through a great deal 


* Fude v 21. t See Prov. xxviite 140 
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laft duringtheday. Callno man mafter. Labour to diveft 
yourfelf of all prejudices, prepoffeffions and predileétions ; 
and, as a Chriftian and a Proteftant, judge for yourfelf in a 
truly cbriftian and manly manner. 

You afk my advice concerning the profecution of your 
ftudies. Seek to attain a good ftyle ; and, in order to this, 
tranflate a part of one of the beft Latin authors, as Ciceroor 
Pliny, inhis panegyric on Trajan into Englifh, and after 
laying it by you for a time, then turn it into Latin, compa- 
ring it.with the author ; and perfevere till you find you have 
imbibed the fpirit of the author, and can with eafe {peak 
and write after his ftyle. Make yourfelf complete matter 
of the Greek language in general, and of the Greek Tefta- 
ment in particular ; this willbe of vaft ufe, and you will find 
the original Greek is more evangelical than our valuable 
Engiifh tranflation. Read daily fo much Greek and Latin 
as may improve you in both languages. Spare no pains to 
be an adept in,the Hebrew—an ineftimable accomplifh- 
ment! Digeft your reading, Better read a book twelve 
times over, if no lefs render you matter of it, than twelve 
books, Make yourfelf mafter of every kind of knowledge as 
much as you can—it all has its ufe. Endeavor to improve 
in knowledge by learning fomewhat from every perfon with 
whom you converfe; alfo, dive to the bottom of fubjects. 


Afpire after the character of having a great underftanding _ 


of fome, rather than a fuperficial knowledge of many things. 
Choofe for your companions perfons of more knowledge 
than yourfelf, that you may profit by them. Excufe the 
freedom of thefe hints which have fuggefled as they occur- 
red in writing. I commend you to God and the word of 
his grace, 


Your’s,&c. J. L. 


THE SWEARER REPROVED BY AN INFANT. 





N a family at Shelton lived Mr. G » a perfon much 

given to fwearing. Mrs. F——, being a ferious woman, 
had a girl about four years old, that was remarkably atten- 
tive to every thing of areligious nature. This child would 
often remark, with great horror of mind, to her mother, how 
Mr. G. fwore, and would wifh to reprove him; but for 
fome time durft not, One time fhe faid to her mother, 
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frequently reprefented in fcripture under the idea of a debt. 
—Juftice demands fatisfaction ; but God reveals ‘his par- 
doning mercy in blotting out, or crofling over this debt as an 
account properly difcharged. What a mercy it is that God 
fuftains this character! And what an unfpeakable mercy 
that he has made this difcovery of his charaéter! It is 
matter of pure revelation. We could not poffibly have 
known that there is forgivenefs with God, if he had not 
revealed the cheering truth. God has proclaimed his 
pardoning mercy to finners, not to encourage them in fin; 
redoubled damnation will feize their fouls who thus pre- 
fumptuoufly abufe fuch a gracious difcovery. He makes 
this revelation of himfelf, to melt our hardened hearts; to 
inf{pire our admiration and love ; and to incline us to return 
to him in grateful obedience. Thefe effects it produces in 
all who have juft apprehenfions of it. For thefe purpofes 
he made the earlieft difcoveries of himfelf as a pardoning 
Go the inftitutions of facrifices ; by many exprefs decla- 
rations; and by feveral inftances of his rk gee. mercy. 
But, obferve with what peculiar emphafis he fpeaks, in the 
revelation of his character as a pardoning God. ‘I, even TI, 
“am he that blotteth out'thy tranfgreffions.” Hereby he 
not only afferts that it is his fole prerogative to pardon fin, 
but he feems to fpeak with akind of confcious dignity and: 
felf-fatisfaGtion, as if he gloried in the charaéter ofa ap 
ing God: and he elfewhere affures.us that he does “7 
“will pardon all their iniquities whereby they have finned 
‘“‘againft me, faith the Lord, and it fhall be to mea name of 
“joy, a praife and an honor before all the nations of the 
“earth, which fhall hear all the good that I do unto them.” 
Jer. xxiii. 8, 9.——Is not the mode of expreffion which 
God here adopts, intended to excite our admiration at the 
mercy revealed? When we confider the nature and defert 
of fin, we might wonder that any fhould entertain the 
thought of forgiving it; but that God, the pure and holy 
God, who is fo awfully infulted thereby ; that he, even he, 
fhould forgive it, is matter of admiration indeed. ‘Whilft 
we hear him revealing this mercy in fuch emphatic terms, 
can we forbear exclaiming, O, who is a God like unto thee, 
that pardoneth iniquity, and paffeth by the tranfgreffions of 
the remnant of his heritage! The redouble | earneftnefs 
with which God expreffes himfelf on this fub)e€t, ferves to 
ftrengthen our faith. When God f{peaks, he deferves to be’ 
credited, though he but once declare the faét., But he 
knows how flow we are to believe. He knows, that a fenfe 
of the greatnefs of our guilt too often caufes us to flagger at 
the promife of pardoning mercy; he therefore {peaks with | 
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revokes the gracious act. “I, even I; amrhe that blotteth, 
%out thy tranfgreffions, and will not remember thy fins.” 
He cannot but remember the commiffion of them, and fo 
fhould we, with the deepeft contrition ; but he does not re- 
member them as a debt which -believers are perfonally 
bound to difcharge, but as an account fully fettled by the 
facrifice of Chrift in their Read. Our Lord declares, not 
merely that there is now nc condemnation to the believer, 
but that he shall not come into condemnation. Johny. 24. 

Pardoned finners may lofe the fenfe of pardon, but God 
never revokes the bleffing. Itis founded on its own im- 
mutable purpofe, and on the unchanging merit of the 
Redeemer’s facrifice. 

The motives by which God is induced thus to pardon fin- 
ners, are derived from himfelf. Here he declares, “I, 
‘*even I, am he that blotteth out thy tranfgreflions, for mine 
“own sake.”? The advancement of the divine glory, is the 


‘Aish end that either man or God can poflibly aim at. 





has in view, therefore, in all his works, as his 
principal object. With this defign he formed the purpofe 
of pardoning finners. His infinite wifdom has deviled a 
way, through the mediation of Chrift, by which he can give 
the moft harmonious and tranfcendant difplay of his glorious 
perfections in the accomplifhment of this pugpofe. For 
this reafon he promifes and beftows the blefling™of forgive- 
neis. When we are pleading with God for forgivenefs, we 
fhould neither take nor feek encouragement from any thing 
in ourfelves; but, like David, we fhould pray, “ For thy 
“‘name’s fake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquity.” This is 
eur mott prevailing argument. Then our plea accords with 
‘God’s defign, and therefore muft fucceed. 

But, thefe words, I obferve, are the language of perfonal 
addrefs. They contain not only arevelation of pardoning 
mercy, but a divine intimation to certain individuals of 
.their intereft therein, Hence we may infer, that God gives 
his people, at feafons, a fenfible affurance that their fins are 
forgiven. How often did the Saviour, when here below, 
addrefs individuals, faying, ‘‘ Son, daughter, thy fins are for- 
** given!” And is he lefs gracious now? The experience of 
many can anfwer, No. God gives individuals in the pre- 
fent day, a perfuafion that their fins are pardoned, by enabling 
them, through the influences of his Spirit, to believe in the 
Lord Jefus; to credit the promifes he has made to thofe 
who believe ; and to difcover that the work that is wrought 
en their hearts accerds with the defcription that is given in 
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I have adopted this pratice for many years, and, I truft, 
have feen happy effects produced by it. Ina late fhort tour, 
{ was pleafed with the manner in which fome fmall publica- 
tions I took with me were received by perfons in many 
villages. In fome of them I flopped and introduced the de- 
livery with a fhort addrefs, which I found often had a good 
effeét. I now and then faw a tear ftart in the eye, and gra- 
titude beam in the countenance. In moft cafes, [ exhorted 
the perfon to whom I prefented a tract, to read it with 
attention, and pray to God for a blefling. Vivian’s Di- 
alogues appear to me admirably calcuiated for fuch a purpofe. 
Once in my way to Staffordfhire, I paffled a poor man 
employed in mending the road. I ftopt my horfe, and 
addreffed him affeCtionately refpeCling the great concerns of 
his foul and eternity. I gave him a {mall tra@l, begged him 
to read it, and pray over it, which he promifed todo. In 
a few days I returned that way, and providentially met with 
thedame poor man. I inquired whether he had read the 
lit Book I gave him. He began to weep, and humbly 
replied, “I have, Sir, and I thank you forit. Ihave learn- 
ed what I did not know before, and I hope i fhall never 
forget it.” 

The following letter received by a friend froman unknown 
hand, will be an additional argument in fuppor this plan: 


Dear Mr. C. 


“¢ Tam happy to inform you, that one’of the late fmall books 
which you have diftributed, has fallen into the hands of a 
poor ignorant man, and alfo informed my judgment very 
much, and I hope, with the blefling of Almighty God, it will 
be the means of doing me fo much good, that through the 
countlefs ages of eternity, I fhall have occafion to blefs the 
name of the Lord Jefus. Ido, my dear Sir, with you well 
with all my heart and foul, and I hope that the Lord Jefus 
Chrift will ever keep your foul,” &c. 

An anecdote was related to me, a fhort time fince, bya 
friend to whom I gave fome religious tra@ts to deliver to 
his neighbours. He fays, 

““ Amongit other perfons to whom I gave your traés, I 
gave one to a young woman in the village, who was carelefs 
about the beft things. She read it, and it was ufeful to her. 
A few days afterwards fhe came to mein concern, faying, 
the had laid the book in her window, and the cafement being 
open, fhe fuppofed it had been blown by the wind into the 
road, and wifhed to have another, which I gave her. A 
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ing an intereft by faith in this crucified Saviour, ftrenuoufly 
laboured to extirpate the profeffion of his name froni the 
earth; but no fooner was he perfuaded that there is no fal- 
vation in any other, than he inftantly built up that which he 
he had fought to deftroy : he not only preached to others 
Chrift crucified, as the only ground of falvation to the pe- 
rifhing foul, but declares concerning him with relation to 
himfelf, “‘ yea, doubtlefs, I count all things,but lofs for the 
““ excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus my Lord; 
“that I may win Chrift, and be found inhim, not having 
“mine own righteoufnefs, which is of the law, but that 
““which is through the faith of Chrift, the righteoufnefs 
*¢ which is of God by faith.” 

Chriftian, art thou feeking Jefus who was crucified? then 
thou haft tien thy ruined condition by nature, thou haft 
been perfuaded that there is no other name given under 
heaven among men, w cepa be faved ; and thou 
wiltebe making it thy chief‘an@ daily concern, to obtain an 
intérefl in him, as the one thing needful for thy happinefs 
both in time and in eternity, 

They who feek Jefus'who was crucified, difcern him to be 
a Saviour in every refpeé fuited to their perifhing condi- 
tion. A man ftruggling with fome heavy calamity will de- 
rive fmall confolation from help being offered topim, if this 
do not appear adequate to his particular emerg@icy 5 but if 
one interpofes fully able to afford the defired relief, his 
offer will be joyfully embraced. The guilty foul, trembling 
under apprehenfions of God’s wrath and curfe, will not ap- 
ply to Chrift for deliverance, until he be fully fatisfied that 
he is able and willing to afford him that relief which his 
miferable cafe requires. It is neceffary therefore that the 
Holy Ghoft exhibit to us in the glafs of the Gofpel, the ex- 
cellence and fuitablenefs of Chrift crucified for removing 
our guilt and mifery, before we betake ourfelves to him as 
our only hope and refuge. 

When we confider the infinite worth of his facrifice, 
which hath made a complete atonement for fin; when we 
behold his infinite power, which is able to fave to the ut. 
termoft, and his infinite mercy which welcomes all, without 
making any exception, faying, | “‘ whofoever will, let him 
“‘tuke of the waters of life freely,” it will not appear wonder- 
ful that his people fhould give ‘he the chief place in their 
hearts, and count him “all their falvation and all their 
hes defire.” What is there that I want, faith the believing 
foul, which is not to be found in Jefus who was crucified ¢ 
Am I, a guilty creature, expofed to divine wrath? then he 
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eraving heart continually crieth, Give, give. But they who 
feek the Lord fhall not want any good thing. He will give 
them grace and glory; he will grant their requefts , he will 
{atisfy every defire of their hearts ; he will beftow bleffings 


upon them exceeding abundantly above all they can afk or 
think. , FIFENSIS. 
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VILLAGE PREACHING. 
Mr. Editor, 


HILE we can never be fufficiently thankful for the 

bleffed Gofpel of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, 
which is confeffedly the glory of our land, we cannot but at 
the fame time lament that fo great and ineftimable a biefling 
fhould not be more univerfally diffufed. It cannot but be 
matter of deep concern to all who have the intereft of Zion 
at heart, that fo few, comparatively {peaking, are brought to 
hear, even with the outward ear, the diftinct found of the 
Gofpel trumpet. Hence that grofs ignorance of, even the 
firft principles of chriftianity which fo univerfally’ prevails ; 
and, in connexion with ignorance, that diflolutenefs of man- 
ners, that contempt for every thing facred, which marks the 
conduct of the unthinking multitude. And hence motives 
have been derived by all thofe into whofe minds the Lord 
has been pleafed to fhine by his new-creating power, to 
give them the light of the knowledge of the glory of God as 
it fhines in the perfon of Jefus Chrift, for devifing the moft 
probable means of counter-acting this alarming ftate of 
things. With'this view, in dependance on the grace of God, 
village preaching has been adopted, village fermons have 
been written, and evangelical tracts difperfed, the utility of 
which has been abundantly evinced by the moft unanfwerable 
arguments. Perhaps nothing remains to be faid on the pro- 
priety of adopting every mean in our power for the fpread 
of evangelical truth. It may not, however, be unacceptable 
to the reader, to fee the neceffity of {uch attempts exemplified 
in two dialogues, which literally took place between the 
writer and two perfons he met with, during a fhort walk 
into the country. 
Strolling round a country church-yard, and lamenting the 
ignorance of thofe wha had infcribed the tombs of their de- 
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THE FINAL STATE OF MAN. 


AN’s ftate of innocence, and of sin, and of grace, have’ 
been confidered in formernumbers, We are now to 
view his fourth and final ftate. ‘There are belonging to it 
many peculiarities, which ate ail exceedingly important. 
The way of entrance is infinitely folemn ; ’tis by the gate of 
death. “Once to die is appointed to allmen. Death is the 
Way out of this world, both to heaven and hell. The righ- 
teous would not, aiid the wicked shall not always live upon 
the earth. The latter muft be driven away in their wicked- 
nefs. Death, attended with all his horrors, will feize them 
in his dreadful j jaws, and make them his lawful prey. Such 
fhall not be the cafe with the righteous. It is true, die they 
muft, for flefh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God. They muft go the way ofall flefh. The earthly houfe 
of their tabernacle will be diffolved. They, too, find this a 
ferious bufinefs. Herein they break up houfe and every 
earthly tie ; they bid the world farewel, and launch into 
eternity. Neverthelefs, in death they have ‘hope. Death is 
theirs. He is not to them the king of terrors, but the mef- 
fenger of peace. To die, is gain. Death places their bodies 
where the wicked ceafe from troubling, and the weary are 
atreft. Then their fouls return to God, their centre, and 
their joy. Ifthrough life their path be rough, ftillat length, 
their end is peace. Their Saviour is the king of glory. 
He holds the keys of helland death. Well he knows what 
it is todie. He paffed through death to overcome its ter- 
rors. He guides his followers through the gloomy vale, and 
opens for them the everlafting kingdom. 

Another folemnity belonging to Man’s final ftate, is the 
judgment that follows death. It is appointed unto men once 
to die ; and after this the judgment. When the foul leaves 
the body, its flate for eternity is immediately determined. 
The departing finner lifts up his eyes in hell. The dying 
faints is carried by angels to Abraham’s bofom. That day, 
or night, he dies, Jefus receives him, to be with him in Pa- 
radife. But the particular judgment, which takes place 
when the fpirit firit returns to God, will be followed witha 
general judgment at the end of time. To this purpofe -we 
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imaginations have exceeded and far furpaffed all the bounds 
of fenfible objects; and yet, after all, they have conceived 
nothing adequate to the blifs of heaven. All they have 
feen, heard, or thought, coinpared with what God has laid 
up for them that love him, will be found but as a drop tothe 
ocean, or a dying {park compared with the {plendour of the 
meridian fun. To fet forth the heavenly glories, nature is 
ranfacked for her beauties, but the choiceft things in which 
men delight in this world, fall infinitely fhort of exprefiing 
the faints delights in heaven. All earthly things are defiled, 
corruptible, and fade away ; and as fuch are not adequate to 
exprefs the undefiled and incorruptible inheritance that fa- 
deth not away. The city whofe walls are all manner of pre- 
cious ftones, the ftreets paved with gold, and all the inha- 
bitants wife, wealthy, healthy, and immortal, who are crown- 
ed with glory and robed in white, in token of liberty, pu- 
rity, and joy; the golden harps, the rich diadems, the 
delightful paradife, with all the honors, powers, profits, and 
pleafures of kingdoms, are ufed merely as emblems in con- 
defcenfion to our childifh ignorance and weaknefs. 

The faint in glory muft be happy, for there he enjoys a 
perfect freedom from every evil, and a confluence of all 
good. ‘The days of his mourning are ended. . There re- 
mains no fhadow of caufe for fighs, tears, or forrows. Sin, 
all fin, roct and branch, is for ever done away. Tempta- 
tions, perfecutions, afflictions, death and the hidings of 
God’s face, will be no more for ever. Tears and doubts are 
all eternally gone. The body will be glorious; free from 
infirmity, deformity, and every kind of difeafe: it will 
never more require either meat, drink, medicine, or fleep : 
it will be f{piritual, incorruptible, and immortal. ‘The foul 
will be perfectin knowledge. It will know all it defired and 
wifhed below. The books of nature, of providence, and 
{cripture, will all be quite plain. The foul will for ever en- 
joy the glorious prefence of Jehovah ; and if his gracious 
prefence upon earth for a moment be fo {weet, what muft 
his glorious prefence be for ever inheaven? There they be« 
hold “the full glories of the Lamb,” and are made like 
untohim. Their powers and capacities are enlarged to take 
in that felicity and glory which could not enter into them 
here. Ifthe degrees of felicity vary, there is no murmur- 
ing among thofe who have the leaft, for all are veflels of 
mercy, and all are fullof glory. Every fpirit is perfect, and, 
perfect in every grace. All haverun the race and won the 
prize. All have fought the good fight, and conquered the 
laft enemy, All triumph for ever more. They have ne 
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ANECDOTE OF THE CELEBRATED VOLNEY. 


HE late Samuel Forrefter Bancroft, Efg. accompanied 
Mr. Ifaac Weld, jun. in his travels through North 
America, and the two Canadas, a very interefting narrative 
of which is publifhed. As they were traverfing one of the 
extenfive lakes of the northern flates in a veffel, on board of 
which was Volney, celebrated, or rather notorious for his 
atheiftical principles, which he has fo often avowed; a very 
heavy ftorm came on, infomuch that the veffel, which had 
{truck repeatedly with great force, was expected to go down 
every inftant, the maft having gone by the board, the helm 
quite ungovernable, and confequently the whole fcene exhi- 
biting confufion and horror. There were many females, ‘as 
well as male paffengers on board, but no one exhibited fuch 
ftrong marks of fearful defpair as Volney, throwing himfelf 
on the deck, now imploring, now imprecating the captain, 
and reminding him that he had engaged to carry him fafe 
to his deftination, vainly threatening in cafe any thing fhould 
happen. At laft, however, as the probability of their being 
loft increafed, this great mirror of nature, human, or inhu.- 
man, began loading all the pockets of his coat, waiftcoat, 
breeches, and every place he could think of, with dollars, to 
the amount of fome hundreds ; and*thus, as he thought, was 
preparing to fwim for his life, fhould the expected wreck 
take place. Mr. Bancroft remonftrated with him on the 
folly of fuch aéts, faying, that he would fink like a piece of 
lead, with fo great-a weight on him ; and at length, as he be. 
came fo very noify and unfteady, as to impede the manage, 
ment of the fhip, Mr. Bancroft pufhed him down the hatch. 
ways. Volney foon came up again, having lightened himfelf 
of the dollars, and in the agony of his mind, threw himfelf 
upon the deck, exclaiming with uplifted hands and ftreaming 
eyes—‘ Oh ! mon Dieu, mon Dieu—qu’est-ce que je ferai, qu’= 
est-ce que je ferai ?”” Oh! my God, my God—what fhall I do? 
what fhail I do?”—-This fo fuprized Bancroft, that, not- 
withftanding the moment did not very well accord with 
flafhes of humour, yet he could not refrain from addreffing 
him—“ £4 bien! Mons. Volney, vous avez donc un Dieu a 
present.” “Well, Mr. Volney, what—you have a God 
now.”—To which Volney replied with the moft trembling 
anxiety.”—“Oh! oui! oui!” Ovyes! O yes!—The hhip, 
dc. ever, got fafe, and Mr, Bancfoft made every company 
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‘In winter, awful thou! with clouds and ftorms 

Around thee thrown, tempeft o’er tempett roll’d, 

Majeftic darknefs! on the whirlwind’s wing 

Riding fublime, thou bid’ft the world adore, 

And humbleft Nature with thy northern blaft. 
THOMSON. 


The wind is a part of the natural world; or rather, it is 
ene of the elements ina particular flate—the air put in motion 
or the atmofphere brifkly moved, from a variety of natural 
caufes. The air and wind are too fubtle for the obfervation 
of our fight, and this may be a great mercy; for could we 
fee them, we might be ftill more alarmed attheir wild fury 
than we row are, while we only “hear the found thereof,” 
or feel their effects. The “ ftormy wind” is the air put into 
greater tumult, the wind raifed to ftill greater uproar. 
Some ftorms are almoft regular at certain places, and par- 
ticular times of the year, where and when the experienced 
mariner expects to be expofed to all their ftrength; but in 
our own kingdom, the ftate of the weather and the blowing 
winds is more variable than in moft other places, as foreign- 
ers have obferved. Stormy winds have been accounted for 
by fome philofphers, from the particular pofition and influ- 
ence of the fun, which rarifies the air in fome parts of the 
world, when the denfer air rufhes in, as it rufhes through 
chinks intoa warmroom. Some have fuppofed that ftorms 
may often arife from the ftate of the bowels of the earth, 
from burning mountains and defolating earthquakes: but, 
perhaps, there may be as much philofophy as divinity in 
what our Lord faid to Nicodemus, “the wind bloweth 
‘‘where it lifleth, and thou heareft the found thereof, but 
**canft not tell whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth.” 
The wifeft philofophers feem willing to acknowledge their 
inability to account for the origin of winds. ‘ Doft thou 
*‘ know the balancing of the clouds, the wondrous works of 
**Him which is perfeét in knowledge? how thy garments 
‘fare warm, when he quieteth the earth by the fouth wind? 
*‘and now men fee not the bright light which is in the 
“clouds ; but the wind paffeth and cleanfeth them. Touch- 
‘ing the Almighty, we cannot find him out; he is excellent 
“in power, and in judgment, and in plenty of juftice.” 
Thus do the “ Philofophical TranfaGtions” of the book of 
Job lead us to admire and to adore the wifdom of the great 
Creator in his manifold works; where the learned confefs 
their ignorance, the humble worfhipper liftens to the roarin 
of the flormy wind, and hears the voice of God in his pro- 
vidence, Here we may enlarge with more certainty, and 
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houfe, and it fell upon them, and buried them in the ruins. 
lhe wretched travellers of an eaftern caravan are fuffocated 
in a cloud of whirling duft ; deflructive infets and pettilen- 
tial vapours travel on the wings of the wind, when the Lord 
of health and life gives them the commillion. ‘ The land is 
as the garden of Eden before them, and behind them a de- 
folate wildernefs; yea, and nothing fhali efeape them.” Nor 
lefs at seadoes the furious florm difplay its rage. We have the 
picture drawn by an inimitable hand in the facred volume ; 
‘“‘ They that go down to the feain fhips, that dobufinefs in great 
“‘ waters, thefe fee the works of the Lord, and his wonders 
‘in the deep ; for he commandeth, and raifeth the ftormy 
‘¢ wind which lifteth up the waves thereof. . They mount 
‘‘ up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths; their 
‘foul is melted becaufe of trouble ; they reel to and fro, and 
“ftagger like a drunken man, and are at their wit’s end.” 
How many dart on diftant coafts, or are thrown on fome 
urfeen rock, where the ill-fated veffel 1s dafhed to pieces, 
and the unhappy mariners, after ftruggling awhile with winds 
and waves, are plunged into a watery grave, to be feen no 
more ! 

Ere long, however, the awful hurricane fubfides, and by 
degrees a gentle calm fucceeds. ‘The ftormhas blown over 
our heads, and we have been mercifully preferved. Letus 
now liften to the voice of that facred inftru€tion which the 
wind may teach us. When our Lord was inftructing Nico- 
demus onthe fubje¢ct of regeneration, he bids him hear the 
blowing wind for an illuftration of the doftrine : “ The wind 
“ bloweth where it lifteth, and thou heareft the found there- 
“of, but canft not tell whence it cometh, nor whither it 
“« goeth ; fo is every one that is born of the Spirit.” The 
divine influence of-Mercy is fovereign, poweriul, purifying 
and invifible. ‘The wind bloweth wiere it listeth, indepen. 
dent of the will of man ; and thus the Lord fhoweth mercy 
whom he willhave mercy. The wind is a powerfil agent 
nature ; and the objects of mercy are made willing in the 
day of God’s sovereign power. The wind purifies the air, 
d regenerating influence purifies the finner’s heart. But 
willany afk, as Nicodemus did, ‘ How can thefe thingsbe?’ , 
becaufe this blefled work of mercy in the new birth is fecret» 
and invisible. We may afk in return, whether they. have 
ever feen the wind, or can they account.for its origin and 
power? * ‘Thou heareft the found thereof, but caleft not tell 
*“‘ whence it cometh.” As well may the infidel, or Pharifee, 
difpute againft Nature and our fenfes, as difpute. againft the 
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«‘rible tempeft,” from which there can be no efcape, and 
which no calm will ever fucceed. It is well, however, for 
thofe who have not yet drank ‘‘the portiomof fuch a cup” as 
this, that divine revclation cire&ts us to One, who is de- 
fcribed ‘‘as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert 
‘<frora the tempett ; and wno is ready to receive with open and 
gracious arms all who flee to Him for refuge and thelter. The 
name of the Lord Jefus is a {trong tower: O let us run un- 
to it, that we may be fafe. Sheltered beneath his wings, the 
believer may indeed hear the ftorm eta diftance, but no 
harm fhall approach to hurt him. He may be “ toffed with 
‘atempelt, and not comforted,” for a while, but he 1s fe- 
cure in the guardian care of an heavenly pilot, and fhall 
reach the defired haven. 

If the “ ftormy wind fulflthe werd of God,” we may 
learn obedience from its example. The unruly elements, as 
we callthem, obey their Lord. But mén are more unruly 
things. While univerfal nature proclaims the perfeétions 
of its Maker and Governor, O that men would join she 
harmony in their obedient praife. Then may we look for. 
ward to another region, where all is calm and peace, and 
harmony and blifs. J. J. 

Basingstoke, 12th Nov. 1800. 


REMARKABLE PROVIDENCE. 
To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 


SIR, 


T is natural for us to be pleafed with every thing remark- 
able in the lives of our pious anceftors, and to wilh to 
tranfmit their names with:honour to poiterity. If you will 
give the following anecdote a place in your Magazine, it 
may be a means of ftrengthening the faith of God’s tried 
followers, and may bring glory to our bleffed Lovd and 
Matter. 

I have for many years férmed the defign of publifhi 
Non-conformift’s Memorial of the ejeéted Pe nilteden 
Scotland ; but I have not been able to collect fufficient ace 
counts of them, to enable me to enter upon fuch an impor- 
tant and ufeful work, which would, I am perfuaded, be 
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whence he came. When Mr. Duncan opened the fack, he 
found a fmall bag with 201. in it, a bag of flour, two loaves 
of bread, and feveral other articles of provifions: having 
brought the whole to his wife, he faid, “ See what a good 
«« Matter I ferve !” Upon this they took their maid agains 
In a thorttime his wife was taken in labour, and was in want 
of every thing neceffary both for herfelf and the child. 
But the good Mafter whom he ferved, knew and provided 
for all their wants. "While fhe was in labour m the night, 
and he knew not where to find a midwife in the town, a 
gentlewoman rode up to the door, alighted, fent back the 
fervant with the horfes, and ordered him to return again at 
a certain time. She prefently had accefs to Mrs. D— 
{poke very aficclionately to her, prefented her with an 
abundance of ali that fhe or the child fhould want of every 
kind, and alfo periormed the office of a midwife. She 
dreffed the chiid, and, after having given Mr. Duncan fe- 
veral peices of gold, fhe took an affectionate leave of them, 
adding that they fhould never want. The horfes were 
waiting, «nd fhe went off; but would not fatisfy them who 
fhe was, wor whence fhe came. 

N. B. Thev that truft in the Lord fhall not want any 
good thing, and faithful is he that has promifed. 
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THE TRIUMPH OF MERCY. 


T HERE is no perfection of Deity more celebrated in 

the Scripture than that of Mercy. Such is the ftate 
of man as a poor guilty creature, and fo prone is he to of- 
fend his Maker, that im all his concerns with God he has 
need of the exercife of this amiable attribute ; which is one, 
and indeed the main reafon, why it is often, and fo empha- 
tically exprefled. Whenthefe two (man’s mifery and God’s 
mercy) are placed in contraft one with the other, they form 
a very f{triking oppofition, and while our hearts are hum- 
bled for the weaknefs and folly of human nature, we are 
impreffed, in the moft pleafing manner, with a view of the 
Divine compaflion, which is always fo feafonably and _effec- 
tually difplayed. God might juftiy punifh. Where is the 
man who deferves not his hot difpleafure ? Who feels not 
within himfelf the confcioufnefs of guilt, and the defert of 
wrath? Were the Chriftian’s views directed only to the 
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The firft example of divine compaffion has been the inva- 
riable rule of all his conduct to the Church in every age. 
How often did Ifrael prove alternately his chaflizing {trokes, 
and the pity of his tender heart ! Their whole hiiltory is 
an eminent di‘piay of judgment and mercy. In Egypt, in 
Babylon, and indeed from the firft calling, to their final dif- 

erfion, we fee the variations of Providentée towards them, 
exhibiting at once, God’s difpleafure againft fin, and how 
ready he was to forgive, and to remove his ftrokes whcn 
they ‘humbled themfelves under his mighty hand. Many 
times did he deliver them ; but they provoked him with 
their counfel, and were brought low for their iniquity. Ne- 
verthelefs, he regarded their affliction when he heard their 
cry; and he remembered for them his covenant, and re- 
vented according to the multitude of his tender mercies. 
Their fins were many and provoking. How often did they 
act in direct contradiction to his potive commands! How 
difcontented, how fickle and falfe! Is it not furprifing that 
they are not entirely cut off? ‘That one judgment does not 
overtake another tillwrath is come upon them to the utter- 
mott? Hear the reafon why this was not the cafe: ‘' He 
“¢ being full of compafion, forgave their iniquity, and de- 
“‘ {troyed them not ; yea, many atime turned he his anger 
6s away, and did not ftir up all his wrath.” ‘This is the 
way in which he deals with ail his creatures. What provo- 
cations are in the beft ! Our iretfulnefs, murmurings, and 
the many corruptions in our hearts, are enough to exclude 
us from his favour for ever. But he bears with our weak- 
nefles, makes every allowance for our infirmities, and does 
not deal with us as we deferve. ‘* As a father pitieth his 
“< children, fo the Lord pitieth them that fear him. For 
‘“’ he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are 
* but dult.” 

No inftance can be brought to difplay the triumph of 
Mercy more particularly, than the conductof God towards 
arepenting finner. ‘To fuch a man every bowel of his heart 
moves with the fofteft compaflion. Like the father of the 
prodigal, he fees the rebelcome, whofe whole life has been 
a f{cene of the moft complicated wickednefs ; but now that 
he repents of his folly, acknowledging that he has finned 
againit heaven and in his fight, the Lord has pity on him, 
receives him gracioufly, and loves him freely. *¢ Let the 
‘‘ wicked forfake his ways, and the unrighteous man his 
és thoughts, and return to the Lord, who will have mercy 
*‘upon him, and to our God, who orill abundantly pardon.” 
The tranfgreffor himfelf does not expect fuch kind treat- 
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need mercy from God, fo do we from one another ; and aé 
we expect to find mercy, we fhould be ready to thew it 
“ He fhall have judgment without mercy that fhewed no 
«“ mercy; and mercy rejoiceth againft judgment.” Read 
that remarkable account given by Chrift, (Matt. xviii. 23—— 
35.) and enter into its true defign; “ Blefled are the merci- 
ful for they fhall obtain mercy.” We are to be followers of 
God as dear Children. The divine conduct is our copy, 
and the nearer we can imitate it, the more happy we thall 
be. An unfecling heart is very unlike the view which the 
{criptures give us of the compafions of the Almighty. What 
was the life of Chrift in this refpe&t? Every calamity of 
man met with fympathy and relief@rom him. He looked at 
the poor miferable object who had failen among the thieves, 
and had compaffion on him. In a fpiritual view he knew 
how to have compaflion on the ignorant, and fuch as were 
out of the way. In imitation, therefore, of thele blefled ex- 
amples, which are exhibited fo confpicuoufly in the charac- 
ter of the Father, and his Son Jefus Chrift, let us put on, 
as the elect of God, bowels of mercies, kindnefs, humble- 
nefs of mind, meeknefs, long-fuffering ; forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another, as God for Chrift’s 
fake has forgiven us. 
EUMENES., 
Halifax, Dec. 13, 1798. 
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ON FRIENDSHIP. 


F we attentively examine the various temporal bleffin 

which the bountiful Creator of the univerfe has beftowed 
upon man, to {mooth the rugged paths of life, and render 
the evils infeparable from a itate of probation at leaft fup- 
portable ; we fhall find few, if.any, that deferve fo higha 
place in our eflteem as friendfhip. When the mind is wound. 
ed by the keen arrows of misfortune, when the dark clouds 
of adverfity have eclipfed our brighteft earthly profpects, 
or the relentlefs hand of death has torn from us an objec 
which was, perhaps, dearer to us than ourfelves ; what can 
fo effectually footh our anguifh as a tender friend, who will 
kindly fhare our forrows, and pour into our tortured bo- 
foms the balm of fympathy and love ?. When the fun of prof. 
perity fhines upon our heads, and the goodnefs of God 
Vo. IL, Na 
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ing to the mournful tomb the companion of our happieft 
hours. And is this the ultimate end of earthly friendfhip? It 
is: Yet, let us not defpair ; let us rather wipe fromour eyes 
the tear which this melancholy pi€ture may draw forth, and 
fix them with humble joy and devout gratitude on that 
Friend who fticketh clofer than a brother. He who created, 
and who upholds unnumbered worlds ; who gave light and 
heat to yonder glorious fun, and taught the ftars to run 
their courfes, condefcends to offer us his friendfhip, and 
(amazing thought !) to afk our love in return. ‘* My fon, 
*6 give me thine heart,’ is the kind, the gentie language in 
which the omnipotent Jehovah ftoops to addrefs the crea- 
tures he has formed; and can we fora moment hefitate? 
Oh, no! let us fall low before his footftool, and entreat 
him firft to make us willing to give up our hearts, our affec- 
tions, our all to him; and then to accept the unworthy of- 
fering. 

Here we may indulge the moft ardent affection of our 
fouls without referve, for here we fhall find a friend who 
will not, yea, who cannot, change. His juftice, his pood- 
nefs, and his truth all ftand engaged on the behalf of ihofe 
whom he henours with his friendfhip. And as he is om- 
nipotent, and therefore can never want the power to fave 
us, fo he is omnifcient, and confequently always able io di- 
rect and counfel us ; omniprefent, and therefore cver a 
hand to fuccour and afift us. With fucha friend on our 
fide, we need not fear the evils of life, but may pais on fe- 
cure and undifturbed through all its dangers ; and when 
the hour arrives that muft feparate us from every other 
connexion, then fhall we beft know the ineftimable yalue 
of this Almighty Friend, whofe powerful arm wiil fuftain 
Gur drooping heads, and enable us to triumph im circum- 
{tances where the greateft heroes have been overcome. The 
king of terrors fhall, at his command, affume an heaven. 
ly fmile, and ftrip us of this mortal covering with a tender 
hand ; and, when our fouls are difunited from their old 
companions, then fhall our God receive us into a clofer 
embrace; and take us to thofe manfions of’ eternal biifs, 
where we fhall enjoy his {miles, and triumph in his jove for 
ever. 

Reader, take thy choice: The friendthip of the world is 
enmity with God. Thou canft not ferve two matters fo 
widely different from each other. Confider, then, whofe 


friendfhip thou wilt feek after, and may the Spirit of God 
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that fituation, with a petition in his hand, waiting for the 
opportunity of prefenting it. He was apprehended, and 
was going to be immediately executed ; but the Emperor, 
having overheard the matter in his pavilion, cried aloud fay- 
ing—‘ If the petition be for himfelf, let him die; if for 
another, fpare his life.” Upon enquiry it was found that 
the generous foldierprayed for the lives of his two ccm- 
rades, who had been taken a fleep on the watch. The Em- 
peror nobly forgave them all. Chriftian foldier! emulate 
the Heathen ; and remember thou haft to do with a God 
who heareth prayer, who never torbade thy approach at any 
hour, and who “ never faid to the feed of Jacob, feek ye 
me in vain.” 

The fame author obferves that a cenfure was paffed on 
that Athenian, who in the true fpirit of felf-love and narrow 
patriotifm, prayed thus—“ O Jupiter! rain upon the fields 
“of the Athenians,” while he loft fight of the wants of 
his neighbours. Let not Christians commit the fault 
which a Pagan reproved. See the widely-extended plains 
on which not a drop of heavenly rain defcends; pity five 
hundred millions perifhing by the drought, and implore the 
Almighty to open the bottles of heaven, and caufe the 
parched defert to flourifh as the garden of the Lord. 

I fincerely rejoice in the revival of a f{pirit of prayer for 
the fpread of the Gofpel, and the falvation of finners at home 
and abroad. Itisa token for good. I truft it is an evi- 
dence of our advancing in grace. ** The man who ftands up- 
on the ground, cannot look over the next hedge ;” and thus 
the carnal mind is contracted, feeking only “ its own ;” but 
grace elevates the foul, and the higher the believer afcends 
the hill, his profpeét is more and more enlarged ; he can fee 
the condition of his fellow-men, and by prayer procure bleff- 
ings for them. Thus he rifes, till he partakes of the nature 
of the heavenly orbs, which fhed their benign influences 
ever all the world.” 

PRECATOR, 
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2. What effect has a fenfe of the forgiving mercy of God 
produced in my mind? Do I poffefs a holy love to God, 
who hath magnified his mercy, and to Chrift through whom 
I enjoy the invaluable blefling ? She who had “ much for- 
given, loved much.”* 

3. Am I influenced by the love of God, to devote my 
foul and body to him, that I may be his fervant for ever? 
‘‘ Now being made free from fin, and become fervants to 
“God, ye have your fruit unto holinefs, and the end ever- 
‘*Jafting life.’+ Iffuch be my fpirit and. character, I may 
be affured that the bleffing contained in the paflage of Scrip- 
ture thus impreffed belongsto me. The concurrence of the 
things imprefled with the general fenfe of Scripture, and 
with the holy effeéts produced in the heart and life, are, in 
all cafes a criterion by which we may diftinguifh the opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit, from all falfe impreflions. The 
latter, whether proceeding from Satan, or from human de- 
pravity, though accomplifhed by means of fome paflage of 
Scripture ; yet, the intention being to corrupt and mifapply 
that paflage, they are condemned by the general voice of 
Scripture ; and if acceded to, will be productive of nothing 
but error and fin. 

Satan frequently fuggefls to wicked men that God is 
merciful. This isa glorious truth ; and its proper effect is 
to encourage a returning finner to hope for mercy. But as 
it is here fuggefted, ‘its tendency is to lull the finner afleep 
in fecurity, perfuading him that though he continue in fin, 
yet it fhall be well with him at laft. Again, Satan fome- 
times fuggefts to a carnal profeffor, that the fheep of Chrift 
fhall never perifh. This is true ; but the defign of Satan 
is, to perfuade him that he fhall get to heaven, though he 
hate the path which leads to it. It feems as if Satan could 
have accefs to the human mind in fleep ; for fome perfons 
have a mifreprefentation of their ftate in dreams, whereby 
they are ftrangely infatuated.t Yet God fometimes {peaks 
this way, but always agreeably to his written word. 

Once more, Satan frequently fuggefts to a perfon under 
convictions, that he is the chief of finners. But his defiga 


* Luke vii. 47. t+ Rom. vie 22. 


i t A certain person at ——-, dreamed that she was conducted 
panto the presence of Christ in glory, who looked on her with a 
smile. When she was reproved for a total neglect of all the means 


of grace; she replisd, ** I have no ocsasion to use any, J am sure 
of heaven.” 
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in the dark repofitory of the grave? who could have éxé 
pected to find that holy Being, who is the fountain of purity 
and excellence, in the corrupt receptacies which are pre- 
pared for creatures, who, in confequence of fin, ate become 
dubjeét to death ; and are juftly doomed to pay their lives 
as a forteit for their tranfgreffions ? “Thus, imeeced, fhould 
we argue if reafon alone were our guide ; but the pages of 
truth have taught us a far different lefion ; for (Wonder, O 
heavens! and be aitonifhed, O earth!) “ He who knew 
‘‘ no fin, was made fin for us.” He came into this lower 
world, and was made in all refpedts “like unio us, fin only 
** excepted, that we might be made the righteoufnefs of 
“God inhim!” He lived a painful, and ob{cure life, and 
iuffered an agonizing, and ignominious death ; that he might 
make full fatisfaction for the fins of the tranfgreifors ; and, 
by bearing our fins in his own body on the tree, might 
purge us from all iniquity—reconcile us to God through 
his blood, and purify to himfelf a peculiar people, zeal- 
ous of geod works! and finally, He condefcended to be 
laid in the grave, and numbered with the tranfgreffors, 
that he might bear the utmott extent of the curfe which the 
law had denounced againft his people, and fo conquer 
death in his own territories ; and enfure a complete victory 
over that laft enemy, to all his faithful followers, even 
totheendoftime. ‘Thus then it appears, that this glorious 
perfon, this God-Man, was in very deed laid ina fepul- 
chre! 

Let us now enquire what is to be underftoed by the laf 
part of the declaration, “ He is rifen.” And here, O my 
foul, break out in rapturous exultation, and fing with the 
royal prophet, “ He is afcended up on high, he hath led 
“‘ captivity captive, andreceived gifts for mea.” Yes, that 
dear Emanuel, that adorable Redeemer, who lately hung 
upon rs crofs for my iins, and defcended into the grave for 
my juftification, has now burft the bonds of death, by which 
it was not poffible that he fhould be holden, and arifen tri- 
umphant from the tomb, in order to prove that all power in 
heaven, and earth ishis ; and that although he condefcend- 
ed for three days to become the apparent victim of death 
and hell, he is flill their Sovereign and their Lord. And, 
by thus rifing, he has infured to all his chofen people a joy- 
ful refurreétion to that blifsful kingdom, where he now fits, 
at the right-hand of the Majefty.on high, to interceed for 
his redeemed, and to plead his own obedience and death as 
a full atonement for their fins, and a fuflicient price for their 


redemption, Thither may my thoughts and wifhes conti- 
VoL. II, O Q 
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voured to comprefs it within the limits of your Magazine. 
As the circumftance is fo recent, and the friends of the per- 
fon referred to are yet living, delicacy requires that only 
the initials of her name be printed. 
I am yours, &c. 
MANCUNIENSIS. 
Fan. 12, 1799. 





A T , the fubjec&t of the following memoir, was 
born at W , near D - When young, the was 
deprived of both father and mother; but, by reputable 
friends, was qualified for fervice, and introduced intoa gen- 
teel family, where, after fome time, fhe was feduced by a 
fellow-fervant, who promifed her mariage. ‘The faid fruits 
of her illicit connexion obliged her to leave her fituation ;— 
her friends abandoned her in her difgrace ;—and, under the 
preffure of bodily diforder and extreme want, ihe was re- 
duced to the neceflity of applying to her parifh for relief. 
When her health was reitored fhe went to N , where 
fhe again entered into fervice ; but, her character being ru- 
ined, here fhe formed a connexion with another man, on 
the fame grounds as before. With him fhe lived three years ; 
till at length, through extreme abufe, fhe was obliged to de- 
ferthim, and, in the moft neceflitous circum{tances, fhe re- 
turned to D again. Her friends were perfuaded to re- 
ceive her once more ; and they provided another eligible 
fituation for her. Thus reftored, fhe might have lived in 
re{pect: but a particular circumftance, which fhould operate 
as A warning, efpecially to feryants, led her into a more 
dreadful courfe of iniquity than ever fhe had been guilty of 
before.—On the Lord’s day, inftead of going to any place 
of worihip, fhe contratted the habit of {pending thofe facred 
hours # the houfe of an acquaintance in the town. Here 
fhe formed her moft fatal connexion ; and to this fin of Sab- 
bath-breaking fhe efpecially attributed her ruin. The man 
whom fhe now fell a fnare to perfuaded her to go with him to 
L , where he promifed to marry her; but he proved 
one of the moft deceitful and inhuman wretches in exif- 
tence. Inftead of fulfilling his promife, he fold her clothes, 
took her to London, and at length obliged her to walk the 
town, in order to fupport him in idleneis. Hi. ; ‘an anfwer- 
ed his wifhes. She was foon taken into keeping by an old 
gentieman. After fhe had lived about three months withhim, 
this aged finner was taken fuddenly iil one night,,and died 
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the mext morning.—An awful warning to whoremongers 
and adulterers! She then returned home to the fellow who 
had puffied her into this iniquitous courfe of life, and whom 
fhe had fupported, during her abfence, with the wages of 
her iniquity, Again fhe walle ced the ftreets, and the confe- 
quences of proftitution overtook her: She was obliged to 
go into the Lock Hofpital, where fhe underwent a dreadful 
operation. Soon after this, fhe was kept by a gentleman at 
lodgings; in great affluence ; but having deteéted her with 
the man who brought her to London, he {tripped her of her 
finery, and turned her out of doors, though fhe was at that 
time pregnant, and within a month of her confinement. 
Now fhe threw herfelf into St. James’s Workhoufe, where 
fhe remained fome time, and then returned to her former 
courfe. At length, the wretch with whom fhe cohabited 
was arrefted by aconfumption: He lingered about a year ; 
and after fupporting him during his ficknefs, fhe buriedhim 
in St. Giles’s church-yard. After his death, fhe plunged 
into a more awful courfe of proftitution than ever. There 
was not a houfe of ill fame that fhe was not connected with. 
She was fearcely fober for fix years together. Her wretch- 
ed courfe of life was a continual burden toher. She often 
prayed, if fuch an one could be faid to pray, that God would 
deliver her from it, and accompanied her prayers with re- 
folves to forfake it ; but all her refolutions were ineffectual, 
till God’s time of deliverance was come. At length, how. 
ever, the determined to return into the country again. She 
met with many dillreffing circumftances by the way; and, 
upen her arrival, her friends would not receive her. She 
was therefore obliged to apply again to the parifh, being en- 
tirely imeapabie of getting her living, on account of her dif- 
ordered flate of body. ‘The overfeers provided her a room 
at D , with one who proved ‘to be a bad woman ; and, 
through her perfuafion, fhe again adopted her formewcourle 
of wickednels, till the was attacked by an alarming complaint 
which threatened {peedy diffolution. In the awful profpe& 
of death the was feized with the moft diftradting horrors. 
Caliingto the woman with whom fhe lived, fhe cried, “I 
fail foon be gone, and hell will be my doom.” The wo- 
man told herihe was mad: But fhe replied with earneltnefs, 
‘Tam not: I know it will; for I am not prepared to die ;’ 
and immediately aiked her if flie knew where any Methodiit 
minifter lived? She had heard fome whom they termed 





* Methodifis, whilft in the hofpital at London. Even then 


fhe could not laugh at them, as many of her unfortunate 
companions did; but was often much affected by their 
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rayers and fermons, and looked upon them as men living 
The recollection of this fuggefted the 
now.—But the woman faid, 
«'f ‘hey cannot fave your foul.” * I know they cannot,” 
fhe replied, ‘‘ but they canpray with me, and for me, to one 
who can : Go inftantly and fetch one, for I am going to 
hell.” The woman ftill continued to laugh at her, and told 
the ne ighbours fhe was deranged. One of them, however, 
more compaffionate than the reft, coming in, faid fhe knew 
a good man w ho lived near ; he was nota minifter, but the 
would go and fetch him.—** Make him promife to “come,” 
{ays the poor creature, ** before you leave him; and then, 
if he be a goo d man, he will come.”. While the perfon was 
gone, fhe cried to aa Lord to fend him. He came, and 
found her in the greateft agonies of mind. She told him, 
fhe was the vile ft finner that ever lived—defcribed the courfs 
of life ine had led—and concluded with faying, fhe faw hell 
before her eyes, and that fhe fhould be loft forever. He 
pointed out the way ng faivation by Chrift—told her it was 
free for the vileft—fpoke of the encouragement there was 
for the chief of imaers who come to him—prayed with her 
—and left her aiictie more compofed. She made him pro- 
mife to come the nexi day, which he did twice. Ina fhort 
time aficr, her forrow was turned into gladnefs, and fhe 
Was enablid to rejoice in Chrift as her Saviour, whilft the 
young man who vifited he r was reading the 7th verfe of the 
57th hymn of Mr. Weiley’s collection. 


Look, as when thy grace beheld 
The harlot in diftrefs, 

Dried her tears, her pardon feal’d, 
And bade her go in peace. 


Foul, like her, and felf-abhor’d, 
Tat thy feet for mercy groan; 
Turn, and look upon me, Lord, 
And break my heart of ftone. 


Soon after this God removed the violence of her com- 
plaint, and thereby gave her an opportunity of proving the 
reality of her converfion. Asfoon as pofible fhe went to 
the meeting: But, oh! the perfeeution ‘he now met with 
from her former companions. She determined to leaye her 
fituation, hoping to efcape both their company and abufe. 
She removed to a poor miferable abode ; but here they 
purfued and perfecuted her, as before. When fhe was at 
home they broke her windows to fhatters ; pulled down her 
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wounds, the fad fruits of her former conduét. Sometimes 
her diftraéting torture tempted her to murmur, which oc- 
cafioned great diftrefs, as fhe knew that her fufferings were 
the ‘juft confequences of her fins, and that fhe deferved eter- 
nal mifery. She occafionally experienced great conflicts 
with Satan; but the Lord graciouily interpofed, and brought 
her off more than conqueror. Several months before her 
death fhe was grievoully afflicted, but, in general, very com- 
fortable. On the Saturday preceding her diffolution, a 
friend called to fee her, and enquired after the ftate of‘ her 
mind: She faid fhe was happy in God ; longed to depart ; 
and could fcarcely contain herfelf, fhe was fo filled with love 
to her bleffed Lord for his unbounded goodnefs to her, 
On the Monday, the perfon with whom the lodged faid fhe 
was very comfortable in her mind ; her fpirit foared beyond 
the fear of death; but, through extreme weaknefs, fhe 
could not fpeak much: And on the Tuefday, Nov. 20, 
1798, fhe departed, wetrutt, to fing the praifes of that mi- 
raculous grace which fnatched her as a brand from the burn- 
ing. 

ee the foregoing narrative we fee, how fovereign, how 
powerful, and how fanctifying are the operations of divine 
grace! and what encouragement we have to pray, that it 
may interpofe for the converfion of the moft abandoned cha- 
racters ! 

MANCUNIENSIS. 


— €) a 


REFLECTIONS ON THE DEATH OF A CHILD. 
Qaiss KinG, of Warley, aged Eight Years.) 


EATH, which has given birth to fo many fears, and 

fo many forrows, is the natural and penal confequence 
of sin. ‘* The wages of fin is death.” It is often a perpe- 
tual terror to the mind: and many there are who “ feel a 
thoufand deaths in fearing one ;” who are “ all their life- 
time fubject to bondage through the fear of death.” This 
formidable enemy to human nature deftroys, and often at 
an unexpected moment, the blooming hopes of the fond 
parent: Yo-day the lovely offspring {miles and is carrefled, 
to-morrow it fighs and isno more! How tranfient are all 
our earthly bleffings! Let us not fet our hearts upon them, 
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To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 


BEAR SIR, 


If the following remarkable and gracious interpofitions of’ 

Divine Providence in the moment of danger, may claim 

a place in the Evangelical Magaziney I can vouch for 

their authenticity; being an eye witnefs to the one, and 

having had the other related to me by an officer prefent, 
en whofe veracity I can depend. Iam, dear Sir, 

Rochester. Your’s affectionately, _... 


NAUTICUS# 


N December 1796, when the Bombay Caftle, a feventy- 
four in Lord St. Vincent’s fleet, was loft at the mouth of 
the Tagus, on the 26th and 27th of that month, while fhe 
was full of officers and men, to the amount of 800 or up- 
wards, employed in endeavouring to get her off, it came on 
to blow an exceffive hard gale of wind, which foon raifed a 
tremendous fea, makinga fair breach over her ; fo that the 
moft ferious apprehenfions were entertained for the hands 
onboard. ‘The Admiral ordered all the boats and launches 
in the fleet to attend night and day, but there was no pofli- 
bility of getting near her: one or two boats that attempted 
it, were inflantly overfet inthe furf, and their crews with 
difficulty picked up by the others. _ The night of the 27th 
was a dreadful one, the gale having encreafed with renewed 
fury, fo that we hardly expected the unhappy fufferers would 
hold it out till morning ; but bya very wonderful and gra- 
cious difplay of Divine Providence, at dawn of day on the 
28th, suddenly the wind lulled, and the fea fell for about the 
{pace of two hours, when the officers in the boats and launch- 
es hovering about in the river, inftantly feized the favoura- 
ble moment, pufhed along fide, and, by uncommon aéttivi- 
ty, refcued from the jaws of deftruction, the whole of the 
crew, without lofing a man.—What is very remarkable, the 
laft boat had juft put off from the wreck, when the wind and 
fea refumed their former violence, and totally baffled, for 
feveral days, all further attempts to fave any thing out of 
her. The fame evening, one of her officers who fat next to 
Vou. IL. P p 
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titude fhould have been my friend! Was it my own de« 
praved heart, or fome malignant demon, that fuggefted 
thofe antichriflian fentiments which I now with eternally 
obliterated from my mind? Alas! that I fhould dare to 
clofe my angry eyes in fleep, while relifhing the forbidden 
pleafure of meditated revenge ! Well might one of the Fa- 
thers fay, ‘‘ There is little difference between him that 
does an injury, and him that requites it ; only that one is 
wicked a littie fooner than the other.” I blefs my gracious 
Guardian, that this tempett of my fouldid not wreck me on 
the fhores of eternity—did not drive me to the bar of my 
Creator while I was thinking evil towards my fellow-man. 
What a mercy that feven hours fleep have huthed thofe an- 
gry pafflions; and that my heart revokes thofe impious wifh- 
es which would have degraded the Chriitian philofopher in- 
to the favage heathen ! 

In this {miling garden, under the ferene fky, and while 
my foul expands with devotion and gratitude ; let me con- 
fider what difpofitions the gofpel requires me to exefcife 
toward anenemy. Iam to forgive him ; nay, more, l am 
tolove him. At firit fight what difficult leffons do thefe ap- 
pear to fuch a creature as man! Let me examine what 
particular duties they require. | 

Does the manI account my foe forget, or wilfully neglect 
to intercede for me at the throne of mercy? Chrift has 
taught me to be anadvocate for him. When I am in dil- 
tre{s, does he fhut up his bowels of compafiion, and triumph 
over my mifery? Towards him I am to breathe nothing 
but tendernefs, and with him I am to weep, whenever om- 
nifcient providence appoints to him the day of adverfity. 
Has he defrauded or opprefled me? I muft weigh all my 
actions towards him in the righteous balance of equity. 
Has he robbed me of my good name? Againft him I am to 
raife no prejudice: his good deeds Iam cheerfully to ac- 
knowledge, and put the moft candid conftruéction upon his 
bad ones. Doeshe hate me? Though upon chriftian prin- 
ciples he has no reafon to do it; I am to beware that my 
conduct does not provoke him to the crime ; and I am to 
include him in my commen good-will towards human 
kind. Does he even implore vengeance to deftroy me? 
With my lips, and with my heart, Chrift has caught me to 
blefs him in return. By thus overcoming evil with good, 
I fhall difplay a heroifm becomimg my Chriftian character, 
and I fhall at once overcome the devil, my adverfary, and- 
myfelf, 











~vi3 UOW NICD jo suOTwSI}qo sy Aq ‘oy *d9U0 WIOI PrAize 





-o4 DAVY J JUIUIAVII3 snoLinful oy UO Surngoger sea Y Boy 
‘sysiu yey suowed ArZue Aut 4910 7 pey pueuutod spi] 
YM [Svein ‘sjausatBs0j pur souvivagsoy ‘vouaraed jo 
SONIA ULIYLIYD O43 UL spear pey J payoddny 7 syouSoud oy? 


uo spayAw Zarjepnye 18u09 SUM J DU Buoy you st 3 


i ary 


0} 3ySNo 9M uryy AyYSIy. a10Uul saaqayino jo urs 
03 OM div suoid MOF j JanNjJeU UeUINY st yeam AAO 


“IAVd 


"Pood yzim.j1aa auor.49a00 yng ‘jaa fo amor49a0 you ag 


“MNVILSIVHD GaunfNI NY AO ANOOTITIOS AHL 


‘HAONV TOANIS 


uo 


UWIAO ONIHIWNAIYVL NOIWITAY ANY NOSVAY 


——— > aaa 


‘puvpsuq ul paar ayy yy 


‘suquoUr 


DULOJ OJ UWOZOg 19Y Ul Sururewlss [YF Yo1 ayy ‘swwe1Ig 243 
1 ozvj 303 puv ‘Mose Ue dy] PULA OU} ax0J9q YO pajsep 
auy ‘woyog Jay ut a9a1d ayy Surdaiva pue “Suny oyy yorum 
uo 4904 94) Yo paddeuy 31 yy ‘gouajors Suirzeue yout yy 
‘apypeosg ayy uo diyy ayy Yonay vay Aavay v “pnosyy yay 
ay) uo unZeq pey Asay} sv youl pue ‘ayodind yeu 104 paygayjoo 
Q19M Saxv oy} f syeur ay} Avae Suryqyns uo pauiwiaep Asyr 
‘40 194 398 0} uIvA Ui Joya AtVAD Sugn sappy “ysiy suey 
-unow Suauuni ¥ay tp pus ‘210Y} OY} Ws DdULYIP 9UIOJ 32 
SutAvy yIO1 yy { paavy aq pynod poy ouo yyy adoy jo ulvo]3 
¥ Sui9q you a1ay} SuoNQnayep Apasady payjadse Aayy aaayan 


‘yoo1 uayuny v uodn yey yony pure ‘yomay “yng 


ay ojur 


» Avg] ay} JO 3NO Yo}2j 02 Sutzanoavspua ut puv ‘ssoyour sy 


wos 349tu [Nypeaap surg ay) PAOIP CUA SEUCIGED BHD ‘po 
~Yjiaad maid 194 Jo Auvul oF pus “yrod Auvqueg oy) wo ‘Yor 
Ayrddeyun sea xnaSuinog oy usym ‘wo0y Savoy yey uy 


‘daap out 


Ul SIIPUOM &, PLOT DY} 925 poapul ‘sdiqy ur vay st} 02 UMOp 
o8 wy) Aoy IL. 1 2y2 Udy? aad 0} ‘ing00 Apueyuos 
sqgey Suryuy Auvur oF o1aya ‘vay 1e 31 0p 07 ways Afop 77.7 nq 
‘s10uf UO ddDUNpTAoIg suIAIGT v AUap Aru sfepyuy ,, “a310; 
[Vy} Joaoay yur y yoy ‘syeyduour yA prey faouvsaaTy 
rap [NJA9puoar oy} Jo Suryyez or9m om pry ‘aoddny yw out 


( 963 >) 





: 
1 04 


é 





‘ 











Ae, 





( 301 ) 


proceed only from fuch inadvertence as I have often de- 
teéted in mytelf. Perhaps the man, whom! confider mine 
enemy, feels a contrition for his conduct, which he wants 
humility or opportunity to acknowledge. In fuch a cafe, 
I fhould make thofé apologies, and offer that forgivenefs 
which I have wifhed from others, when I have found my- 
felf on the wrong fide of adifpute. I often expect great 
allowances to be made for the frail frame of our common 
nature. I fheuid, then, in this, as in every other inflance, 
do unto others as I with them to do unto me. Let me ailfo 
fetule it in my heart, that my fellow-man can do me no in- 
jury without the divine permiffion. From the human hand 
that flrikes the blow which rouzes my refentment, [ muft 
turn my thoughts to the omnifcient Governor of the world, 
that I may learn to fay to my foes, as Jofeph to his brethren, 
‘You thought evil again{t me, but God meant it for good.” 
Perhaps my heavenly Father knows, that in the prefent 
ftate, I ftand in need of enemies as well as friends; they 
make me more circumfpect, wifer and better. I defire, 
moreover, to keep conftantly in view the direful confe- 
quences which often refult from finful anger. How does 
it pervert the judgment! and diftort all the paflions of the 
foul! How onto does it do more mifchief to our- 
selves than to the obje& againft whom it is directed! To 
what dreadful and irretrievable ations, has it often driven 
thoughtlefs mortals! Well might Solomon fay, * The be- 
“pining of anger is as when one letteth out water:” the 
ungoverned element will carry ail before it. How appropri- 
ate to man is the advice which follows, ‘‘ therefore leave off 
** contention before it be meddled with.” Paul breathes the 
fame amiable {pirit when he fays, “ Let not the fun go down 
*fupon your wrath.” But above all, if [ would drink deeply 
into the {pirit of that gofpel which teaches me that to forgive, 
I muftmaintain alively communication with the God of peace 
and love. Let it be engraven on my heart, Thou, God, seest 
me. And may he often fee me upon my knees, imploring 
the affiftance of that grace which will form me to this divine 
temper! Then willthe fear of the Lord teach me to de- 
part from the evil of revenge ; and if angry thoughts ftir 
within me, the divine confolations will filence the murmers 
of my foul. , 

I muft keep in view, and ftrive to imitate the accom- 
plithed example of my divine Redeemer. Though he never 
gave the flighteft offence to any man, he was im all points 
tempted as [ am, only without fin. When he was reviled, 
he reviled not again; when he fuffered he threatened not, 
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ON MARRIAGE. 
To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 


SIR, 


The following was put into the hands of the wife of a Mi- 
nifter of my acquaintance by her father, on the morning 
of their marriage, a few months fince. By giving ita 
place in your Repofitory, you will much oblige yours, 

. }. ¥. 
Sheerness, Feb. 11, 1799. 


ARRIAGE is a divine inftitution of a wife and gra- 

cious God, and when two perfens are united together 
in the fear and love of God, they will, under him, as far as 
poffible, fupport one another in the path of life and in the 
road toheaven. From the double tie of love and duty they 
will watch over one another for good, bear each ether’s bur- 
dens, and fo fulfil the law of Chrift. 

I had rather, my dear daughter, give you to a man of this 
defcription, even if he was deftitute of a penny, than to one 
poflefied of thoufands a year anda ftranger to vital godli- 
nefs. How grateful then is it to me, and what a profpec of 
benefit to you, when I fee you not only united toa chriftian, 
but to one who for feveral years, even from the age of four- 
teen, has been ealled to the knowledge of the true God and 
Jefus Chrift, which is eternal life ; and whom God has ho- 
noured with a commiflion to preach the Gofpel, and that 
with fuccefs. Efteem him, my dear daughter, very highly 
in leve for his work’s fake. 

Would you have an honourable man? It is granted you : 
a fervant of the moft high God, and an ambaflador of Jefus 
Chrift.—Would you have a man pofleffed of riches? It is 
granted: he has found the pearl of great price, and is em- 
ployed by Him, in whom are hid all the treafures of wif- 
dom and knowledge ; who himfelf hath put into that earthen 
veflel hidden treafures, gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit, 
and hath given him power to bring out of thofe treafures 
things new and old.—Is a man of good connexion defirable? 
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us by thy wifdom, and poffefs us by thy Spirit?” And 
while you are praying, ‘* Lord here is my father; thou haf 
been the God of his youth, be the ftaff of his old age ;” may 
we not expect our God willfay, ‘I will blefs you all; tafte 
my love and be happy ; forget not the fuffieiency there is in 
my Son Jefus ; come often and receive much of my grace ; 
live by faith and you are fafe, andin my own time I will 
take you both to myfelf in glory ?” 


REFLECTIONS ON 1 PETER ii. 24, 


Who his own self bare our sins in his body on the tree, that 
we, being dead to sin, should live unto righteousness: by 
whose stripes ye were healed. 


IN is that accurfed thing which has ruined the fons of 
men, and there is nothing more defirable than to hear 
of aremedy. Blefled be God, the Golpel proclaims that re- 
medy, and reveals the method of recovery from this vile 
diforder, and all its ruining effects on the life and conftitu- 
tion of man. The above text is a {mall but comprehenfive 
{pecimen of what the Gofpel delineates at large. 
His own self—not an appearance, as has been fondly and 
foolifhly imagined by fome. And that we may be the more 


certain, the Apoftle adds, Ais own body. The perfon cruci-. 


fied was Jefus Chrift Azmself, who was, in his two natures 
united, at that very time, the Prince of Peace, the Lord of 
glory, the King of kings, and the Lord of hofts! O! the 
condefcenfion and the grace! How muft angels wonder and 
admire ! 

He bare our sins :—Thefe were imputed to him, thefe 
were laid upon him: they were placed to his account as 
debts contracted, and which mutt be difcharged by the 
surety, or the original debtors could never be liberated. 
Our sins—O what a heavy burden! A thoufand worlds 
would have been light compared with this!.What a disho- 
nourable burden ! Comprehending the rebellion and treafon, 
the ingratitude and obftinacy of men. ‘Thus He bare our 
sins—the guilt of them, and ‘the punifhment due to them. 
Then let us never be afraid or afhamed to bear his crofs ; it 
is our higheft dignity. 

Vou. LI. Qg 
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He belongs to the family of heaven, and the church of the 
firft born, and is connected with a people whom the King 
delights to honour. 

I truft, my dear child, with fo many privileges you will ad- 
vance in divine know ledge, and that I fhall fee the anfwer 
of many prayers which have been offered up in your behalf ; 
fome before “ your infant thoughts had learned to form 
themfelves in prayer.”——Yes, my dear, I blefs God you are 
the child of many prayers, not only of your parents, but al- 
fo of the Minitters of the gofpel who have been received un- 
der our roof, fome of whom are refting from their labours. 
Our united requefts are in part anfwered, and the reft are on 
the file to be fulfilled in due feafon. I well remember fome of 
the petitions which a man of God offered up for you: “ God 
blefs the child thou haft given thy fervants ; preferve her to 
maturity if it be thy will ; make her an ornament to her fex, 
an ufeful member of fociety and the church, a promoter of 
good, and a receiver of the Prophets of the Lord.” AsI 
then faid, fo Lnow repeat, ‘* Amen, Lord grant it!” Let 
me advife you, my child, to improve time and opportunity. 
You will have much leifure and many means of grace: be 
careful to improve them. Read the Bible much: it is the 
beft book. Be frequent in prayer, and above all, hearken 
to the teachings of Him who hath faid, learn of me ; then 
there will be no need for me to fay much of the duty of your 
new connexion, for the Lord will incline you to love, ho- 
nour, and obey, and you will value the gift for the giver’s 
fake. 

Toyou, dear Sir, Ihave given an only child, who is now 
your wife, and a more near relation to you thantome. I 
rejoice that I can fay you know your duty better than I 
can inform you. Let me remind you, however, of that 
{trong expreflion of the Apoftle, that a man is to love 
his wife as Christ loved the Church. Confider it; and un- 
der our divine Head endeavour to enrich her foul, that I 
may fay, ‘‘Lord thou haft anfwered the prayer of thy un- 
“‘ worthy fervant.” And now, my dear children, I commend 
you to God and the word of his grace ; may you love one 
another with a pure affection, referving the chief place for 
the Lord. 

Let us not grieve at parting; we hope to meet again. 
Yes, I hopeto meet you at leatt twice a day at the throne 
of grace, and I charge you to meet me there. And will not 
our heavenly Father {mile upon us, w hile I fay, Here am, 
and the children thou hast given me: give unto us according 
to thy gracious promiles, defend us by thy power, inftruct 
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us by thy wifdom, and poffefs us by thy Spirit?” And 
while you are praying, ‘* Lord here is my father; thou haft 
been the God of his youth, be the flaff of his old age ;” may 
we not expect our God willfay, “I will blefs you all; tafte 
my love and be happy ; forget not the fuffieiency there is in 
my Son Jefus ; come often and receive much of my grace ; 
live by faith and you are fafe, and in my own time I will 
take you both to myfelf in glory ?” 


REFLECTIONS ON 1 PETER ii. 24, 


Who his own self bare our sins in his body on the tree, that 
we, being dead to sin, should live unto righteousness: by 
whose stripes ye were healed. 


IN is that accurfed thing which has ruined the fons of 

men, and there is nothing more defirable than to hear 
of a remedy. Blefled be God, the Gofpel proclaims that re- 
medy, and reveals the method of recovery from this vile 
diforder, and all its ruining effects on the life and conftitu- 
tion of man. The above text is a {mall but comprehenfive 
fpecimen of what the Gofpel delineates at large. 

His own seif—not an appearance, as has been fondly and 
foolifhly imagined by fome. . And that we may be the more 
certain, the Apoftle adds, his own body. The perfon cruci-. 
fied was Jefus Chrift Aimsel/f, who was, in his two natures 
united, at that very time, the Prince of Peace, the Lord of 
glory, the King of kings, and the Lord of hofts! O! the 
condefcenfion and the grace! How muft angels wonder and 
admire! 

He bare our sins :—Thefe were imputed to him, thefe 
were laid upon him: they were placed to his account as 
debts contracted, and which mutt be difcharged by the 
surety, or the original debtors could never be liberated. 
Our sins—O what a heavy burden! A thoufand worlds 
would have been light compared with this!.What a disho- 
nourable burden ! Comprehending the rebellion and treafon, 
the ingratitude and obftinacy of men. Thus He bare our 
sins—the guilt of them, and'the punifhment due to them. 
Then let us never be afraid or afhamed to bear his crofs ; it 
is our higheft dignity. , 

Vor, II. Qg 
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On the tree—the ignominious tree! A tree defigned for 
all forts of criminals, yea for the worft fort—The fatal tree, 
Where virtue and innocence were ftabbed to the heart. A 
tree, however, immortalized by the death of Chrift: the. 
crofs will never be forgotten. It became the tree of life ; 
all the life with which believers are infpired, is derived 
from hence, Jefus expiring on thecrofs. This tree bears 
Immortal fruit, delicious and, reftorative. ‘* To man the 
bleeding crofs has promifed all.” The crofs and loud hal- 
lelujahs to the Lamb that was flain, will eternally echo 
through the vault of heaven, 

That we being dead to sin.—Obferve believers are dead 
to fin, they have no ¢fas¢e for fin, no ear for fin, no Aeart to 
fin, no aé#ivity in fin; the will is motionlefs ; “* He that is 
born of God finneth not.” No man believes in the death 
of Chrift for fin, who lives in the practice of it. Now ifn 
man-would become dead to fin, he mutt confider what Chrift 
fuffered for fin—pray for the Holy Spirit—watch and wref- 
tle againft his own corruptions—vifit the houfe of God-- 
and feparate himfelf from all ungodly company (in point of 
choice), as fuch converle always fans the latent {park of in- 
ward corruption. 

Should live unto rizhteousness—which life is only main- 
tained and promoted by faith in, and union to, the Lord 
Jefus. An unrighteous life is a certain prelude to eternal 
death. Righteoufnefs, as it refers to our own life and con- 
duét, ineludesthree things: love to God—knowledge of his 
will—and a zeal to perform it. True faith is fure to pro- 
duce righteoufnefs. In every believer principles of a new 
life are implanted—delfires after righteoufnels {pring up— 
and, asa natural confequence, works of righteoufneis ap- 

ar and abound in the life. Living to righteoufnefs is not 
a philefophical, but a divine life. [tis not a mere moral, 
but a fpiritual life, and the true Chriitian is a “ {piritual 
man.” 

By whose stripes ye were healed.—Many and heavy ftripes 
were infli€ted on the Son of God when he became “ a ran- 
“fom” for finners ; but from every {tripe a balfam is derived 
of fovereign efhicacy to heal a wounded confcience. Too 
many expect to be healed by their own {tripes, their person- 
al affiiétions ; but this is erroneous and dangerous. From 
the fuflerings and obedience of Chrifl is derived our only 
relict. My foul hope thou imthe wonderful efficacy of Ais 
siripes! No difeafe istoo imveterate—no conititution is 
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too fhattered-—no age is any obftacle--no poverty is a dif- 
advantage——no diftance is an inconvenience, in regard to 
this wonderful remedy. Bleffed be God for Jefus Chrift ! 
DALETH. 









ON CREATION. 






A FRAGMENT. 





gets ete nothing may appear more furprifing than that 
man fhould have been fo weak as to imagine that the 
prefent order of things was the mere operation of chance, 
and that matter is feli-exiftent, and therefore eternal. In 
the dark ages of Pagan ignorance, indeed, this may be ex- 

cufable ; but guided by the fuperior light of revelation, we 
learn by faith that the worlds were created by God. With 
what this great Being is in his divine effence and nature, 
we are but little acquainted ; but this we know, that this 
world is a grand demonitration of his power ; and the lar- 
geft grafp of human and angelic knowledge is no more to 
be compared with him than one man to the mafs of all men, 
or one atom to the univerfe. If God is fo great, wha. then 
are we! We are not capable of comprehending the fmalleft 
part of his exiflence, but he can with almighty eafle compre- 
hend all his creatures ; and fuch are the adorable perfections 
of his nature, that he can for millions of ages render happy 
the enlarged capacity of the brightefl angel, and yet remain 
inexhaullible ; and accommodate himfelf to the meaneft 
worm that crawls. Yes; in our God is infinite goodnefs ; 
and in Jehovah Jefus dwell all the treafures of wifdom and 
of knowledge. 


















MARCUS. 






Birmingham. 








ANECDOTE OF A SAILOR. 





oe following anecdote, which feems to me well wor- 
thy of being recorded, is fully authenticated by the 
Rey, Joha Pyne, an aged minifter of the Baptift deno- 
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mination, who now refides at Briftol, but was formerly 
paftor of a church at Shrewfbury. Mr. Southey has very 
beautifully verfified it, in the fecond volume of his Po- 
ems lately publifhed, page 107—-114, entitling the poem 
** The Sailor who had ferved in the Slave Trade.” I copy 
the prefent account from one that was written by a friend, 
who, after hearing the relation, entered it ina book, and 
then procured Mr. Pyne’s written atteftation to be annexed 
to it. 

One afternoon in September 1798, as Mr. Pyne, who 
lives near the outfide of the city, on Philip’s Plain, was 
was walking towards the fields, for the benefit of the air, 
leaning over an old wall, he thought he heard fome one 
moaning and lamenting in a pitiful manner: and on looking 
about he found that the found came from an old cart-hovel. 
On this he dgew near to the place, and perceived in it a 
waggon, in which he difcovered a man praying in great ago- 
ny of fpirit. He repeated fometimes the Lord’s prayer, 
and part of the creed; and then cried for mercy in other 
words with the moft difmal groans. He liftened to him 
fome time, and at an interval of his motrnful effufions, 
called to him, and afked him what was the reafon that he 
feemed to be in fo much diftrefs. The poor man rofe up, 
for before he was proftrate in the waggon, and looking the 
picture of defpair, camedown. He was in a failor’s drefs, 
and faid he had retired there, as he did at every convenient 
place, to confefs his fin, and feek mercy from the Lord ; 
but he feared there was no mercy for him, he had been fo 
great a finner. 

Mr. Pyne afked him what particular crime it was which 
appeared to lie fo heavy on his confcience; when with 
much aggitation he gave him the following account: That 
he had fome time before been employed in a flave-fhip, and» 
when laft quitting the coaft with their cargo, there was one 
woman who feemed to feel the mifery of her fituation more 
than the reft, and difturbed the repofe of the captain with 
the noife of her yoo rning and perpetual lamentations, who 
therefore ordered her to be tied up and well flogged. The | 
execution of thefe orders fell to his lot, and the captain, 
flanding Sy, obliged him to execute them with fuch feveri- 
ty, that the poor creature expired in great agonies the next 
morning. Since that time his mind, he faid, had been 
oveiwhelmed with guilt, and the recollection of the poor 
voman’s cries and agonies, fo that he had never known 
peace or happinefs fince. He perpetually imagined that he 
faw Satan before him, who appeared in various fhapes, fol- 
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lowing him every where ; and fearful noifes founded in his 
ears, fo that he could get no reft, but his very life was a 
burden to him. 

Mr. Pyne gave him the beft counfel he was able, and re- 
prefented to him the defign of our Lord’s coming into the 
world to die for finners, and the fufficiency of bis blood to 
cleanfe from all fin ; affluring him that he would not caft out 
even fo great a finner, but would be found able and willing 
to fave him to the uttermoft. 

The poor man liftened with great attention, but ftill 
knew not how to believe it was poflible for him to find mer- 
cy. Mr. Pyne exhorted him to apply to Chrift for falvation, 
and go to hear. fuch minifters as preached redemption 
through his blood. » He faid he would do fo gladly ; but was 
going to embark the next morning on beard a merchant’s 
fhip, for he had refolved never to enter in thg curfed flave 
bufinefSs any more. Mr. Pyne then propofed his going to 
Briftol tabernacle that evening, and a woman, who was near, 
offered to fhew him the way, to.which propofal he very rea- 
dily and thankfully acceded, after thanking Mr. Pyne for 
his good counfel. But what further effet either the fermon 
or this convertation had on his diftreffed mind, is at prefent _ 
totally unknown. Ss. C, 


4 SHORT NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE OF JOHN GOTTLIES 
HOLBERG, A MEMBER OF THE LUTIERAN CHURCH, WRIT- 
TEN BY HIMSELF. 


WAS born O&. 21, 1729, at Zuillichau.e. My mother 
has frequently related to me, that my late dear father, 
who was a pious man, dedicated me as his firft-born fon 
with many tears and fervent prayers to the Lord as his pro- 
perty ; and his prayers were heard. Of my troubjefome 

» pilgimage through this world I may well fay, 


‘¢ With patience immenfe, 
With love moft intenfe, 
The Lord Jed me on: 
I’m loft in amazement when thinking thereon.” 


For when I review the great love of my faithful Saviour 
and confider that he has never been wearied of treating 
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me with unexampled patience and long fuffering; but 
whenever I withdrew trom fthe noife oi the world, was 
pleafed by his Spirit to draw me unto himfelf, my eyes are 
filled with tears of gratitude ;—a thoufand thoufand thanks 
to thee, deareft Lord, for ever ! 

In my third year my father departed thislife. I recol- 
le&t hearing a converfation of my mother, one Chriftmas, 
concerning the child Jefus Chrift. I enquired who that 
was, and was told, that he was God in Heaven, and that 
we Chriftians are called after his name. Thefe words 
made fuch a deep impreffion on my heart that I could not 
but weep forjoy, that poor men fhould have fuch a divine 
and glorious nae. While yet a child, I longed much to 
die, and go to Heaven, and frequently prayed forit. ‘L'his 
defire was encreafed in 1732, when my mother married 
again, and gny ftep-father’s treatment of me was not the 
moft kind. In my ninth year I was prefent when one of 
our neighbours departed this life, under great concern for 
the falvation of his foul ; but uncertain what would become 
of him hereafter, having no one to adminifter advice and 
comfort to him. I was hereby led ferioufly to reflect upon 
the fiate of my foul, and my diftrefs of mind was further 
“augmented by the following circumflance : I went ence to 
hear a fermon of the Rev. Mr. Steinbart ; having fung the 


hymn, 


“ Jefus thou art my joy, 
And therefore bleft am I,” &c. 


He addreffed his hearers to this effect: “‘ How many may 
there not be in this large company, who, during the fing- 
ing of this hymn, have publickly, and before the face of 
God, been lying unto him? For God’s fake, do afk your 
own hearts whether this be true. The world, and what is 
in the world, the luft of the flefh, the luft of the eyes, and 
the pride of life ; thefe are fill your joy—how then can you 
call Jefus your joy?” &c. My heart was deeply affected, 
and I fhed a flood of tears, for I could not affirm, that Je 

fus was my only joy, and was therefore confcious that I had , 
lied unto him;. which became a fource of great uneafinefs to 
me. J went home in the greateft diftrefs, kneeled down 
in a fecret corner, and with numberlefs tears entreated 
God to pardon all the tranfgreffions of my paft life ; and 
made a new furrender of myfelf to him, promifing to live 
unto him during the remainder of my life. Soon after, I 
related:to one of my fchooi-fellows, in whom I had noticed 
@ fimilar awakening, the covenant I had made with the 
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Lord Jefus: we united in prayer od, to have merc 
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‘ upon us, and to render us well-pleafing unto him. We fre- 
quently met to pray together, and i one had noti- 
ced any thing wrong in the conduét of the other, during the 
courfe of the week, a penance was inflicted on the tranfgref- 
for the Sunday following. We continued in this legal way, 
for about a quarter of a year, when we grew tired of it, and 
concluded, that it was quite impofhible to do what was plea 
fing unto God. My chearful and active difpofition foon led 
me alltray, and it was not long before I excélled my com- 
panions in levity. Every frefh tranfgreflion threw me into 
new anxiety, and was followed by new refalutions to alter 
my courfe ; but before I was aware of it, I was again entan- 
gled with fin, till at length I-began to be afraid of my Ma- 
_ and to dread coming into his prefence. At home I 

applied with diligence to the learned languages, in order to 
qualify myfelf for the ftudy of divinity, thinkin} if I could 
but get into office as a preacher of the Gofpel, I fhould be 
able to ferve God more zealoufly than I had done hitherto. 
But as I was about to go to the Univerfity, I heard fo many 
bad things related, concerning the courfe of the ftudents, 
that I was afraid, left by being feduced tamimitate their ex- 
ample, I fhould lofe every impreflion of God, and all reve- 
rence for religion. I therefore prayed to the Lord, to make 
it clear to my heart what I fhould do ; and was brought 
to refolve, that E would learn the bufinefs of my father, 
who was a tin-man, and brazier; of which refolution I have 
never had reafon to repent. But now I had many hard- 
fhips to endure in externals, for my ftep-father was a very 
fevere man, and was thereby excited to apply in all my con- 
cerns to my dear Father in Heaven. Ii I met with any 
difficulty in my work, I always went into a folitary corner, 
fell on my knees, and implored his affiftance; and can 
truly fay, that my prayers were heard, .and that thereby my 
confidence in him was confirmed. ‘But {till the true life 
from God was wanting in my poor heart. Ini750, [began 
to travel, and went firit to Berlin. Here the parting words 
of my dear mother were a check upon my actions ;—“ My 
fon, faid fhe, avoid the great towns ; great cities, great 
fins.” It was not long before I found the truth of this, and 
came into great danger ; and though I was preferved by an 
unfeen hand from failing into the {nare, yet fuch an anxiety 
of mind feized me, that I refelved to leave Berlin immedi- 
ately. I went to Ruppin, where I renewed all my good 
refolutions, prayed often, led a very retired and ftridt life, 
and was on.my guard againft grofs fins. But as my inward 
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depravity occafioned.me much uneafinefs, and, notwith- 
ftanding all my praying, the feeling of it {till continued ; I 
remained in a dark, unhappy ftate of mind, and began to 
defpair of ever enjoying true peace and happinefs. About 
this time an awakened acquaintance of mine came from 
Berlin to Ruppin, who related many things to me concern- 
ing the children of Godthere. I was thereby induced to 
return to Berlin, 1751, where I worked in the houfe of Mr. 
Berger. To him I opened my whole heart; and told him 
I felt the watt of fomething which I could not name, to 
eafe my mind, which was under conftant uneafinefs, and 
longing to be happy. He told me of the love of our Sa- 
viour to finners, and related many things of the Moravian 
brethren, with whom he was conneéted. I requefted him 
to take me with him to one of their meetings, which he did 
foon after. there heard a difcourfe of brother Zacharias 
Hirfchel, wich f never fhall forget: what he fpoke made 
fuch an impreflion on my heart, that I was melted into tears, 


and felt what I cannot defcribe in words. Fora he ie 
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ble time after, I was fo penetrated with a fenfe of the lole 
of Jefus, that I felt completely happy. But-by degrees: 
extatic feeling fullided, and ‘as the Holy Spirit began to give 
me a ftill deeper view of the depravity of my nature, fear 
and anxiety overcame me. After many fruitlefs attempts 
,to renew the former happy feelings in my heart I at length 
gave it up, and feemed ina manner devoid of fpiritual life. 
I continued however to attend the meeting of the brethren, 
and the hand of God preferved me from grofs tranfgreflion. 
In 1752, I wentto Potfdam, where I worked with brother 
Scheibe. This was a dangerous period forme. I was be- 
loved and efteemed by the brethren there, which had no 
good effect upon my heart. The conftant uneafinefs of m 
mind would not let me reft long in one place, and I refolved 
to travel to diftant parts of the country. I went to Franck- 
fort on the Mayne, but was not there long before the above- 
mentioned brother Scheibe requefted me, in the moft pref- 
fing terms, to return to him at Potfdam. I complied, and 
in the fequel it was made clear to me that it was the will of 
our Sayiour I fhould remain in this place. In 1755, I was 
married to the fingle fifter Steinbeck : being both poor, we 
were at firft in very diftrefling circumftances, which were 
rendered more fo by the feven years war, which commen- 
ced foon after.—In the midft of our diftrefles we cried to 
our Saviour, entreating him not to put our confidence in 
him to fhame ; he gracioufly heard our prayers, and foon 
after opened a way for me to begin a manufactory of ja- 
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panned goods. I entered into partne#thip with brother 
Hollfield: but as our bufinefs was rather precarious in its 
cemmencement, he foon after diffolved the partnerfhip, 
and left me to conduc it alone. Being once in diftrefs 
concerning my fubfiftence, I turned in prayer to the Lord ; 
the confequence was, that a new Invention in my manufac- 
tory occurred to my mind, which I had no fooner carried 
into execution, than my external circumflances began to 
take a favourable turn. Many other inftances might be re- 
lated of the providential interpofitions of God in my con- 
cerns: but inftead of being led by his goodnefs toa ftill 
more child-like dependance on him, I entered deeply into 
worldly fchemes, built many houfes, and laid out an exten- 
five garden for my pleafure ; being defirous of enjoying all 
the comforts which the profperity of my external affairs 
would procure. Walking once in my garden, buried in 
thoughts of this nature, I was fuddenly feized with an anx- 
iety of mind, which I cannot defcribe, eccafioned by the 
reflection, that, though pofleffed of every external comfort, 
I was deftitute of what would render my foulhappy. I 
fhed bitter tears, and cried out: ‘ Jefus, why doft 
thou permit my worldly affairs to profper? Thou knoweft 
how little I deferve it. Is it becaufe I am to receive my 
portion here in this world, and to be fent away empty in the 
next? What will the whole world, with all its treafures 
profit me, if I do not poffefs thee? Rather take from me _ 
all temporal blefffngs, and fend me to beg my way through 
the world, than fuffer my poor foul to be loft.” 

My faithful Saviour was attentive to this prayer; for foon 
after I loft a confiderable part of my property; and my 
garden, in which I prided myfelf fo much, was totally ruin« 
ed by a flood. But now I began to be afraid that the latter 
part of my prayer might be literally accomplifhed: I theres 
fore turned again in prayer to the Lord, intreating him to 
do with me what he thought beft ; but not to fuffer me to 
beg my bread, for thereby I fhould be driven to defpair. 
Thus, for a confiderable time, by humiliations and evident 
proofs ofthe interpofition of God, my affairs changed for my 
good: they produced this wholefome confequence, that my 
heart was thereby withdrawn from the world, and fixed upon 
my Saviour. About this time an awakened ‘foldier came to 
the evening prayers held in my houfe, and received fuch an 
imprefion, that he requefted permiflion to attend them 
again. By degrees the company increafed, and an extenlive 
awakening took place. In the courfe of half a year, above 
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thirty attended regularly, and we had to apprehend difturb- 
ance on that account. The brethren in. Berlin thought 
proper that the meetings in my houfe fhould be difcontinued, 
and held in the meeting-hall of the Society: and in 1776 I 
received a commiffion to care for the united flock, whofe 
number had increafed to above an hundred. ‘Though con- 
{cious of my unfitnefs, I ventured to accept of this commifiion, 
and I can truly fay, that our Saviour has gracioufly regarded 
my poverty, and owned my endeavours to further his caufe. 
In 1791 he put an end to the long illnefs and heavy fufferings 
of my late wife, who had been confined to her bed for near 
twelve years. On this occafion I made a new covenant 
with him, to live for him alone in the world: and I can fay, 
to the praife of his grace, that he has enabled me to cleave 
clofe unto him, and to depend from day to day upon his all- 
fufficient merit, for fupport and comfort in every time of 
need. Our marriage was bleffed of the Lord with a fon and 
daughter ; ; the former is fcttled here in Potfdam, fince 1781, 

and is amember of the Brethren’s Society ; my daughter 
was married in 1780, to brother Janike, minifter of the 


Bohemian Lutheygpeongregation at Berlin« 


Thus far our late Brother. Ever fince the above year he 
, had much to fuffer from the gout, and an oppreflion on his 
“breaft, by which his ftrength was greatly weakened. His 
daily and hourly converfe with the Friend of his foul, re- 
frefhed him in all his bodily fufferings ; an@ the joyful hope 
foon to be permitted to fee him, made him look forward 
with a cheerful confidence to his approaching diffolution. 
This took place at Potfdam, Jan. 12, 1797, in a very gentle 
manner, in the 68th year of his age. 

He was univerfally known and refpected as achild of God, 
and fincerely beloved by allwhoknew him. The Society at 
Potfdam has lof in him an affiftant whofe grace and gifts 
rendered him particularly ufeful, and his memory will be 
long efteemed blefled. 


‘ 


—-=azE p> ara—— 


ON THE CONNEXION BETWEEN TRUTH AND 
HOLINESS. 


N every department of fcience these axioms are admitted, 

that an offcet cannot exist without its cause—and that 
a cause does not operate without the use of means. Thefe will 
hold good either in relation to the ordinary actions of the 
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Supreme Being, or in the meanefl operations of his crea- 
tures. ‘They lie at the foundation of all a€tion; and are 
principles from which the found reafoner will never devi- 
ate. Itis proper, therefore, to apply them to almoft every 
fubject, and they will be found peculiarly applicable to the 
experience and practice of religion. It becomes the teach- 
er of religion to open the springs of human conduét, to 
fhew how certain principles operate, and how certain actions 
are produced ; left he fhould lofe fight of the caufe while he 
is deferibing the effect. 

The gr and end of Chriflianity is the sanctification of sin- 
ners. Men having by fin loft original rectitude, God fent us 
the Gofpel of his Son to oppofe the operation of fin, to im- 
plant a principle of holinefs in the foul, to feed this principle 
for its nourifhment and increafe, and thus to train up his 
people forheaven. Here then we have the caufe, the effedt, 
and the means ufed to produce that effe@. The only caufe 
or fountain of holinefs is the Deity; if we ever poffeis it, 
we muft derive it from his love and influence. This he 
gracioufly beftows, and makes the difpenfation of his Gofpel 
the channel of its communication. — 

Confonant with thefe fentiments is th@i@kprefion of our 
Lord, “‘ Sanctify them through thy truth®.” In his media- 
torial capacity he thus intercedes for his followers, and from 
this we are juftified in making this remark: that the truths 
of the gospel are the grand means which God useth for the 
sanchification of his people. ‘To explain and eftablith the af- 
fertion it may be obferved, that it is not be understood that 
truth will produce this effet! of itse’f. It mutt be remembered. 
that praétical holinefs is the end to be anfwered by the recep- 
tion of the Gofpel; and the Scripture hath declared that 
‘‘ without this no man fhall fee the Lord.” Now let us in- 
quire, whence is this to be obtained? If we believe Scrip- 
ture, or regard experience, it does not arife from ourfelves : 
** Without me,” faith Chrifl, “ye can do nothing.” Real 
fanctification of heart cannot be produced by the refolutions, 
or mere exertions of man; for itis man that is to be fancti- 
fied. This fallen creature is to be raifed; this depraved. 
creature to be made holy ; this guilty creature to be pardoned; 
and itis as vain to expect this to proceed from himfelf, as to 
expect the dead to raife themfelives to life. As the dead are 
void of natural life, fo thofe who are dead in fins are void 
of fpiritual life ; and if either are raifed, it muft be by the 
power of Him whois “ Lord both of the dead and the living.” 
The Apoftle faith, “you hath he quickened, who were dead 
‘in trefpafies and fins.” Now this {criptural view of man’s 
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impotency to fanétify himfelf, will fhew that it does not lie 
in the power of truth, when left to its own operation. The 
influence of truth mutt be paflive, for it poffeffeth not a€tual 
powers, and therefore it needs tome fuperior power to render 
its influence efficacious. Now as the depraved faculties of 
men are infufficient to effect this purpofe, it follows, that di- 
vine influence is abfolutely neceflary, and that without this 
no faving effect can be produced. ‘* Not by (human) might, 
**nor by (created) power, but by my Spirit, faith the gate . 
We read of three thoufand being converted under the preach- 
ing of one fermon, and fome will tell us, they fell beneath 
the power of truth ; ; that truth prevailed and wrought the 
wondrous change. We acknowledge it was truth, but it 
was truth under the influence of an almighty hand. The 
Spirit of God was the caufe, and truth the mean, ufed to 
produce the effect. Had not the faving power of God been 
diiplayed, they would, like numbers befide, have rejected 
the truth, and derided the Saviour. But it pleafed God to 
fave their fouls, and the Holy Ghoft made the preaching of 
the truth the inftrument of their converfion. This obferva- 
tion may.be confirmed by cafting an eye around us. Daily 
do we behold ch ers, whofe heads are orthodox, but 
whofe lives afford no evidence of piety towards God. Per- 
haps they have been favoured with fome advantages which 
» have led them to the acquifition of truth ; they may profels to 
prize it for its value, and be capable of defending it by argu- 
ment: but if you examine into its influence, you will find 
. their faith a barren foil: it produceth not “the peaceable 
* “fruits of righteoufnefs.””. The reafon is, becaufe they have 
not fought the blefling of Ged on their belief; and as this is 
the only efficient caufe, they are void af that fanétification 
which ought to follow a belief of the truth. It may here be 
remarked, that the application of truth is derived from the 
fame fource aS its e: visten ce. As blind cteatures, we fhould 
never have obtained a knowledge of divine truth, had not 
God revealed it tous by his Gofpel; and as depraved and 
finful creatures, we fhould never feel the influence of Gofpel 
truths, unlefs applied by the power of the Holy Ghoft. 

But it mult be further obferved, that to produce holiness is 
the natural tendency of divine truth, and its tendency is an- 
{wered whenever it is accompanied by divine grace. The 
 Gofpel of Jefus Chrift was given with a defign, worthy of 
God, and happy for man. It was to procure pardon for the 
guilty, fanétification for the impure, and happinefs for the 
miferable. In this grand fcheme, the perfeétions of the 
Deity are'eminently and harmonioufly difplayed. But as 
the defigns of God are worthy of himfelf, fo the means he 
ufeth are always commenturate to theend. The plan of the 
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Gofpel is every way complete, nothing deficient, nothing re« 
dundant ; and its peculiar glory is, that the tendency of all 
its parts exactly agrees with the design of the whole. We 
cannot find a fingle command or threatening, a fingle promife 
or doctrine, the natural tendency of which is nottomake men 
wife, holy and happy. To adduce an example for the fake of il- 
luftration, look at the fcriptural account of the doctrine of the 
new birth. ‘As many as believed on him, were born, not of 
‘“‘ blood, nor of the will of the flefh, nor of the will of man, but of 
“God.” The worft of finners were fome of you, ‘but ye are 
*‘ wathed, ye are fanctified, ye are juftified, in the name of the 
‘“‘ Lord Jefus and by the Spiritofour God. Being made free 
“from fin, ye have your fruit unto holinefs, and the end 
*‘everlatting life.” In fhort, this doétrine properly under- 
ftood, tends to produce in the foul a principle of piety, and 
fruits of holinefs. Regeneration produces a conflict within, 
a warfare with fin and Satan; and it is the concern of the 
new creature to maintain the confliét till at length fin fhall. 
die with the body; and the foul, perfected in holinefs, fhall 
afcend to the full enjoyment of itsGod. Now it is not faid, 
that a belief of this truth will of itfelf impart fanétification to 
the mind. We know, and we have eviden@e, that it will not. 
But it hasin its own nature a tendeiicy to this, which is 
made effectual when fealed by the Spirit. If truth had not 
a tendency to produce holinefs, holinefs would never be pro- 
duced; for God works by means adequate to the end, and 
every thing operates according to its own nature. Now to 
this idea of the tendency of truth, we mutt attach the neceflity 
of divine influence to make it effectual. It is the natural 
tendency of food to produce nourifhment, but this will not 
be effeéted if God withhold his bleffing. In like manner di- 
vine truth may be called the food of the foul. It naturally 
tends to invigorate the mind, and to infpire holinefs; but 
this will not be the cafe where the Holy Spirit doth not 
make it effe€tual. Wherever he is pleafed to operate, what. 
ever heart he is pleafed to change, whatever foul he is pleaf- 
ed to fanétify, there he makes the truths of his “word quick 
‘cand powerful, and mighty to the pulling down the ftrong 
‘holds of Satan,” and rearing an edifice for God. The be- 
liever thus becomes the “temple of the Holy Gholt, the 
‘‘ habitation of God through the Spirit. 

This leads us further to obferve, that truth only has this 
tendency. It does not belong to error. It.is impoffible that 
two oppofites fhould have the fame tendency to produce the 
fame effect. If it be the tendency of truth to produce holi- 
nefs, whatever is contrary to truth muft operate in a different 
way. Error, fo far as it is cherifhed, throws the mind inte 
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a wrong channel. It leads the foul away from God, who is 
the author of truth as well as the fountain of purity, and 
therefore the enemy of error as well as of uncleannefs. 
The Almighty has given us his revealed will, and if we are 
enabled to embrace and feel thefe glorious truths, we are 
enabled to obey his will; if we are enabled to obey his will, 
he has gracioufly promifed his bleffing. _ But on the contrary, 
if we embrace error, fofar we oppofe his truth; if we oppofe 
bis truth, we difobey his will ; therefore his blefling is not to be 
expected. God has given us a fufficient rule of faith as well as 
of practice ; and there is as much evil in difobeying the one as 
the other. The evilis not removed by faying, ‘I cannotfee it.’ 
Ifwe have the Bible, the faultis ourown. ‘ He that runs may 
read,” ifhis own blindnefs or prejudice do not prevent; if any 
reMainin darknefs and unbelief, to whofe charge fhall we lay 
it? Do the blind blame the light becaufe they cannot fee? Do 
the deaf blame found becaufe they cannot hear? Are not 
thefe afflictions the effects of sin, and fhould we not there. 
fore be humble and penitent, becaufe all have deferved them? 
And if any mifs the truth, does not the caufe arife from 
themfelves? Does not sin produce depravity of judgment 
as well as deprayity of manners? Hence fee the rejection 
of truth has evz/ attached to it, and therefore divine difplea- 
fure cannot be far behind. I am not contending for human 
authority in matters of faith, Let every man alike judge for 
himfelf, and follow the dictates of his own confcience ; but 
let every man take this with him, that if his corfcience be 
not rightly informed, if prejudices remain, and _ his judg- 
ment be falfe, the fault lies in himfelf; and though he is not 
to be called to the bar of human decifion, yet he will be call- 
ed to the bar of unerring wifdom. We mutt give an account 
of our faith as well as of our practice. In whatever point 
we oppofe the will of God, we contract guilt, and render 
ourfelves obnoxious to punifhment. How then fhould we 
love our Bibles, and with what humility and ardour fhould 
we fearch for the truth, and adhere to its facred diétates! 
If Jefus prays for his people, ‘fancétify them through thy 
“truth,” it cannot be imagined that God will fanctify them 
through error. | 

Hence it follows that holiness is a test of truth. It has 
been afferted by fome, that profane charatters will ever be 
the firft to receive the truth, becaufe they have not the pre- 
judices of piety!! On the contrary, we maintain that pious 
characters will be moft likely to poffefs the truth, becaufe it 
js truth under the blefling of God that makes them fuch. 
‘¢ Ye fhall know the truth, and the truth fhall make you 
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free.” Experimental and practical religion muft be the ef- 
fect of certain views, and thefe views mutt be according to 
the nature of true religion. It was never known that water 
generated fire ; but it is known that water extinguifhes fire. 
It was never known that error brought falvation ; but, alas! 
it is known that error fuppreffes the hopeful plant of fpiritu- 
ality and zeal. 

if the preceding obfervations are juft, it neceflarily fol- 
lows that holinefs is a teft of truth, becaufe truth is the in- 
{trument which God ufeth te promote it. As far as a man 
hath real holinefs, fo far he poffeffeth the truth: and as far 
as a man rejects the truth, fo far he muft be void of real 
holinefs. The whole of thefe remarks lead to a reception 
of the point we meant to eftablifh, that the truths of God 
are the grand means which he ufeth for the fanctification of 
his people. 

From this view of the connexion between truth and holi- 
nefs, a few plain, yet important duties arife. Learn the 
importance of diligent and impartial search for the truth. 
Thankful that the means of obtaining it are placed in our 
hands, let us fhew our regard to it by diligent inveftigation. 
‘“‘ Far be from me (let every one fay) that fupinenefs which 
among many profeflors fo notorioufly prevails ; and that 
lukewarmnefs, which is at once difgraceful to a profeffion, 
inimical to piety, and difpleafing to God.” If there be any 
beauties in the Gofpel, and,any charms in its truths, they 
demand the ftrifteft fearch, and the moft ardent attachment. 
But our fcrutiny muft always be impartial, or we at once 
lay ourfelves open to all the attacks of deception. A wide 
difference fubfifts between premature bigotry, and a well- 
formed attachment. ‘The more clofe and impartial our invef- 
tigation, the firmer will be our regard to truth, and the 
greater our exertion for its interefts. 

Learn also the necessity of depending on God for the bless- 
ing. In vain do we build purity of faith on the ftability of 
conviction, unlefs the foundation be laid in our hearts. 
“ The kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.” 
Not merely the power of mental belief, but the power of 
God on the foul. The gofpel mult be made influential 
on our fpirits, or in vain is our knowledge, and deceitful 
our profeffion. A clear head is then only a bleffing, when 
accompanied by a fanctified heart. To the great Fountain of 
holinefs then let us always pray, that the tendency of truth 
may be anfwered in our experience. 

Walk according to the diétates of truth. As it is the ten- 
dency of every golpel truth to —, by the divine blefi- 
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ing, age of mind, fo it is adapted to bring forth hoz 


linefs in the li Both are effential to true religion, and 
both are equally enforced by truth. The one is its internal, 
the other its external influence. The former is the fource 
of the latter; the latter is the evidence of the former. 
“* Walk in wifdom then towards them that are without, 
redeeming the time, becaufe the days are evil.” Cul- 
tivate every public and private virtue, as well as every 
grace of the Spirit. Thus let your light fhine before 
‘‘ men,” and in every ftep you take let others have occa- 
fion ‘“‘ to take knowledge of you that you have been with 
“ Jefus.” 


. FLAVIUS. 


——=ag - Ge 


MAN’S PRIMEVAL STATE. 


OSCE te ipfum [know thyfelf} will ever remain a ya- 

luable maxim. But, for man to know himfelf, he 
muft ftudy and contemplate his original. Serioufly to re- 
fiect on his primeval ftate, may be attended with fingular 
advantages. It will not fail to enhance, in his efteem, the 
value of the infinitely precious Redeemer, who, when equal 
with God, condefcended to become man, and to be obedient 
to the horrid and ignominious death of the crofs, to fave 
our finful fouls from everlafting ruin: It muft alfo excite 
in his bofom longing defires for complete reftoration to his 
original purity and felicity. And, furely it will ftimu- 
late him in the ufe of fuch means as God has wifely or- 
dained, to facilitate the attainment of that moft defirable ob- 


ject. 


A firm belief in the revelation which God has made of 
himfelf in his works and word, will hardly for a moment 
admit the fuppofition, that man. came from the holy hands 
of his Creator originally, that poor polluted creature he is 
now found to be. Reafon will inform us, that he who is of 
purer eyes than to behold evil, would not create any thing 
impure. From goodnefs, nothing can proceed but that 
which is good. The heathen poets, by fome means had 
learnt, and accordingly they taught, that man’s primeval, | 
was much better than his progreffiye ftate. They tell us that 
he enjoyed purity, peace, and plenty, and was bleffed with 
the vifits of the gods. This they term the Golden age, and 
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fuch indeed it was. But to retrace our original condition, 
we are not left to grope our way through the intricate and 
uncertain paths of dark conjecture: we have the fure word 
of revelation, which is aglorious light fhining from Heaven 
to direc all our fteps. We therefore gladly turn from the 
fabulous fictions of Pagan philofophers, to take the more 
diligent heed to this heavenly light, fhining to us in a dark 
place. This will not allow us to flatter our vanity, as fome 
have done that of their own imaginations, with high-fwel- 
ling epithets on the dignity of our nature in its prefent ftate. 
Such encomiums are generally defcriptive of what we ought 
to be ; but alas! may innocently be miftaken for fatires on 
what we really are. Itis true, there are yet to be found in 
our fallen nature fome fhattered fragments, which, like the 
venerable ruins of the once-famed edifice, indicate a little 
of our ancient grandeur and magnificence. In order to dif- 
cover this primeval dignity, we turn to Mofes, that facred 
penman and man of God, who, after relating the creation 
of the heavens and the earth, in a ftile of brevity and fubli- 
mity which excited the admiration of the great Longinus, 
records farther, that God faid, ** Let us make man in our 
“image, after our likenefs.” From this it appears, that 
man’s creation was the refult of divine counfel and delibera- 
tion. His body was firft made of the duft of the ground, to 
be the cafe or cafket of his immortal foul; which was not 
created, like other things, out of any pre-exiftent matter ; 
but the Lord God breathed from himfelf this breath of life 
into the body, and fo man became a living foul. In this 
wonderful union of body and foul are centred inman, what 
Dr. Young calls, “‘ Connexion exquifite of diftant worlds.” 
Some have ftiled man a microcofm, i. e. a little world, an 
epitome both of the vifible and invifible creation. Having 
in his growth, in his fenfe, and in his reafon, the threefold 
lives of plants, of animals, and of angels. Earth in the na- 
ture of his body, and heaven in that of his foul. It mutt be 
allowed, that the human body, in point of ftrength, was ex- 
celled by that of fome animals; and by others in quicknefs 
of fight, of hearing, and of motion; but confidered as uni- 
ted to a rational and immortal foul, the body of man excel- 
led them all. Its erect pofture, as the plain, yet pious, in- 
genious, and judicious Mr. Bofton, with many other good 
writers, have well obferved, taught him not to look down- 
wards like the beafts of the field for fatisfaGtion, but to look 
upwards to God alone for perfect and _ perpetual felicity. 
Moreover, this innocent and immaculate body was entirely 
free from deforrhity and difeafe, nor didit and in any need 
Vou. IL. Ss 
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of ornaments and artificial decorations, to render it hand- 
fome, beautitul, or elegant. It was complete, and in eve- 
ry fenfe w orthy. the adorable Creator, by whom it was for- 
med. 

But man’s original glory and chief excellence was in his 
rational and immortal foul. This was an emanation from 
the Deity. In this principle, man refembled his Maker: 
not merely in {pirituality and immortality, for wicked fpi- 
rits are ftill like him in thofe refpe@ts ; but Adam’s refem- 
blance confifted in matters of far greater importance ; viz. 
in knowledge, righteoufnefs, and true holinefs. He well 
knew both the Author of his being, and the rule of his du- 
ty. With the former he held familiar converfe, and the 
latter was infcribed on his heart. Such was his knowledge 
of the creatures, that he gave them all names, expreflive of 
their natures. And be it obferved, that his abundant know- 
ledge was not, like our poor pittance of fcience, acquired 
by hard and laborious fludy, deep and reiterated refearch- 
es and inveftigations ; but was given to him at once, and 
was probably coeval with his exiltence. But the accuracy 
of his knowledge did not exceed the purity ef his inclina- 
tions. His will, perfectly agreed with the perfect will of 
God. His inclination was never at variance with his judg- 
ment. The bias in him was all on the right fide. Com- 
plete order and fymmetry marked his whole frame. In a 
word, his will correfponded with the will of God, as the 
impreflion on the melted wax agrees with the feal by which 
it is impreffed. 

It is pleafing to add, that in man’s primeval ftate his af- 
fections perfedlly accorded with his underftanding and in- 
clinations. By the affeétions we are to underftand, as the 
great prefident Edwards well defines them, “the more vi- 
gorous and fenfible exercifes of the inclination and will of 
the Soul.” Thefe, in innocent Adam, were as in the glo- 
rified faints they now are. Supreme love to God incef- 
fantly glowed ‘within his bofom ; a love that left no room 
for tormenting fear ; a love accompanied with the molt fo- 
lemn and adoring reverence of the divine and facred Majef- 
tv. The {weet and delightful converfe of whom he conti- 
nued to enjoy, till the bateful poifon of fin entered, and fill- 
ed him with horrer, pain, and fhame. In that holy and 
h: appy ftate, while every member of the body, and every 
facuity of the foul remained untainted ; while there was 
health without ficknefs, eafe without pain, joy without for- 
row, and honor without difgrace ; Adam had dominion 
*‘ over the fith of the fea, and over the fowl of the air, and 
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ever every living thing that moveth upon the earth.” He 
had the free ufe of all the creatures, fo faras they were ca- 
pable of adminiftering to his comfort and happinefs. But 
the summum bonum was his {weet fenfe of the divine favor, 
and full conformity to the divine image. This is and ever 
will remain the confummation both of human and angelic 
felicity. Had it not been for the entrance of fin, this glory 
would never have departed from man. If any change had 
| taken place, it muft, as the reward of his obedience, have 
; been in advancing from glory to glory. But, as it happen- | 
ed, we have now to lament our fallen condition ; yet not to 
forrow as thofe in hell, who have no hope; but, on the 
contrary, rejoice in hope of falvation, while we fly for re- 
fuge to the arms of the fecond Adam, who mercifully came 
to reftore the ruins of the firft. 














S. B. 
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ON HOPE. 









NE of the moft important bleffings included in the Gof- 

pel of our Redeemer is, “ that hope that blooms with 
immortality.”” When the confcience is purified by the pre- 
cious blood of Jefus, and “ purged from dead works to ferve 
*¢ the living and true God,” Hope immediately takes up its 
refidence in the breaft, and, though it experiences a variety 
of flu€tuations, anfwering to the.frames and-feelings of the 
Chriftian’s mind, it fhall accompany him through all his 
pilgrimage, and never be finally extinguifhed until exchang- 
ed for the full fruition of all that can be hoped for, or defi- 
red, inthe realms of immortal blifs. 

Behold the child of God expofed to the moft painful tri- 
als ; experiencing the contempt and ridicule of the gay and 
unthinking multitude; the flights, or (what is fometimes 
the keenetft of all reproaches) the infulting pity of his rela- 
tions according to the flefh; and it may be the lofs of his 
deareft friends, and the fcorn.of thofe who were even dear- 
er to him than life itfelf: {ttl you fec him, in the midkt of 
fuch accumulated trials, exercifing that manly fortitude, 
and facred felf-poffeflion, which can alone deferve the name 
of magnanimity. If you inquire what it is which thus 
powerfully fupports him, he will anfwer in the words of 
the Apoftle: * Our light afflictions, which are but for a 
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*‘ moment, work out for us a far more exceeding and eter- 
“nal weight of glory.”-—“ Bleffed is the man which endu- 
“* reth temptation (or affli€tion), for, when he is tried, he 
“¢ fhall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath pro- 
** mifed to all them that love him.” Is he called to the lofs 
“of worldly property, and obliged literally to forfake 
* houfes and lands,” as well as ‘ brethren and filters,” for 
the fake of Chrift? hear him faying ‘* The Lord gave, and 
**the Lord hath taken away ; bleffled be the name of the 
** Lord.”—* Bleffed be the God and Father of our Lord 
“« Jefus Chrift, which according to his abundant mercy 
“hath begotten us again,—to an inheritance incorruptible, 
*‘indefiled, and that fadeth not away, referved in Heaven 
“¢ for us.” 

Do we find the real Chriftian laid upon a bed of ficknefs, 
and expecting that period when flefh and heart fhall fail, 
and every worldly comfort muft be relinquifhed? this is 
the time when the Believer in Jefus appears in the moft 
amiable—the moft enviable, point of view. Approach his 
pillow, and liften to his feeble voice! In cheerful fub- 
miflion to the decrees of Heaven, he exclaims with his 
Lord, “ Father, not my will, but thine be done !” yet adds, 
“if confiftent with that will, ‘ I defire to depart, and be 
with Chrift, which is far better ;’ for to me to live is Chrift, 
but to die will be unfpeakable gain.”’ His holy foul, like a 
bird long confined in a narrow cage, yet in the profpect of 
a large and beauteous country, flies to every avenue, flut- 
ters againft the wires of her prifon, and pants and ftruggles 
for liberty ; but when fhe finds that the hour is not yet ar- 
rived in which the meffenger of Heaven fhall come to fet 
her free, fhe bows in calm compofure, and begins, in fee- 

le notes, that fong of gratitude and praife, which fhe 
hopes to fing in more exalted ftrains in the world above. 
At length the folemn momentarrives, and Death, the uni- 
verfal conqueror, appears. Does the Chriftian behold him 
with horror? does he fhrink back from his cold embrace ? 
No, he regards him with a placid {mile ; he cries, “ O 
‘Death, where is thy fling? O Grave, where is thy victo- 
ry??? * My flefh and my heart taileth, but God is the 
‘““ftrength of my heart, and my portion for ever.”—Then 
gafling around him a look of ineffable affeCtion and delight, 
he finks on his pillow, and breathes out his joyful foul inte 
the arms of his Redeemer, 
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Such is the life—fuch is the death of the faithful fervant 
ef God. Othou who art the Author of my being, the fu- 
preme object of my love, affift me to live the life of the 
righteous, and then—my laft end fhall be like his ! 


E. » ab 
Sandwich. 


REMARKABLE CONVERSION. 
To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 


SIR, 


The following anecdote was told me in Scotland lately, by 
a worthy Minifter, who laft fummer made a tour through 
the Highlands, and met with the happy fubjeét of the 
narrative in Invernefsfhire. By giving it a place, the firft 
opportunity, you'll oblige, 

Yours, &c. 
W. M. 


HE Rev. Mr. M’D —, after preaching laft fum- 

mer in the neighbourhood of Fort Auguftus, fell into 
converfation with the ftore-keeper of that place, who had 
been one ofhis hearers. In the converfation, Mr. M’D 
mentioned that the Rev. R. H. was then preaching at Edin- 
burgh. On hearing which, the old gentleman difcovered 
the greatefl emotions of joy, and cried out, “ If ever I 
was brought to know any thing of the power of real 
religion, he was the inftrument God employed in the 
work.” This induced the minifter to make further enqui- 
ry ; and in reply the old gentleman gave the following ac- 
count : 

“Some years ago I was in England with a recruiting 
party, and was informed in a town through which I paffed, 
that aman was coming there to fight the Devil. This ap- 
peared to me an extraordinary circumftance, and I refolved 
to fee in what manner he would engage him. At the ap- 
pointed time I went, and who fhould be the pugilift but 
the Rev. R. H!—- After finging and prayer, he toek his 
text ; and while he was preaching, aman came up behind 
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him, and threw a dead cat upon his fhoulders, round his 
neck. He took’no notice, but continued preaching, as 
i though no infult had been offered him. Well, thought I, 
at this is an extraordinary man: I could not have borne fuch 

i ufage without refenting it. I am fure, he muft be a differ- 
fi entman to what lam. He mult have fomething in him that 
i I have not in me. 

“Thefe fentiments deeply impreffed my mind, and at 
length, proved the means, in the hands ofthe Spirit of God, 
of leading me toa knowledge of divine things. To this 
circumftance Iam indebted as a mean for my converfion, 
and what would I give if I could fee the honoured inftru- 
ment once more in this world! If I fhould be denied this 
favour, I truft we fhall meet in Heaven.” This converfa- 
tion proved peculiarly refrefhing to the Minifter, and [hope 
that it will have fome influence with Mr. R. H. when ia 
Scotland, to go afew miles further than he may defign, te 
pay avifitto the good old man of Fort Auguftus. 
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THE WORTH OF THE SOUL, 


A REFLECTION ON MARK vill. 36. 






“‘ What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world 
“‘ and lose his soul?” 









HE world and its business, or the world and its plea- 

ty sures, feem to ingrofs the attention of mankind, as 

it though the prefent life was eternal. And multitudes perfe- 
| 






vere in their vain purfuits, till the fatal fhafts of death con- 






i vince them that the prefent life is temporal. Then (alas 
{ i too late!) they repent, and wifh they had ferved God as 

| 

| 

{ 







they ferved themfelves and the world. Soul concerns ap- 
pear now of the laft importance, and a fenfe of paft neglect 
; 
' 







pains them to the heart. 

The werth of the foul is not to be calculated. This will 
appear if we confider, 1. Its origin. It did not fpring from 
the dust, but was mytfterioufly formed by the breath of 
God.* 2. Its capacities—of memory, to retain millions of 
ideas perfectly diftinh—of reasoning, arguing from caule 
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*Gen, 11. 7. 
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to effect, &c.—and of will, the motions of which are ine 
ftantly and wonderfully obeyed, where there is no fuperior 
obftructing caufe. 3. Its duration, not tranfient as that of 
a brute or an infect, but eternal, It is formed for an ever- 
lafting world! 4. The price of its redemption, Not filver 
or gold, but the precious dled of Jefus Chrift the Son of 
God. What angel can calculate the worth of that blood ? 
5. The method of its reeovery, comfort and fecurity. By 
the miniftry of the Gofpel, which is appointed for that ex- 
prefs purpofe :—by the operation of the Spirit, influencing 
the mind and heart :—by the fervices of angels, who admi- 
nifter to its exigencies—and by the attributes of JEHovau, 
all of which are engaged to defend and preferve the believ- 
ing foul unto everlafting falvation. O admirable method ! 
which refleéts the higheft honour upon the divine wifdom 
and goodnefs! 

Now the lofs of one fuch foul muft be, efpecially to the 
man himfelf, an incalculable lofs! And the danger of 
lofing the foulis very great. This danger arifes from three 
things, viz. its native depravity, it is fallen and corrupt— 
its condition ishelplefs, being not only weak, but ‘ with- 
out flrength”—its enemies are numerous and powerful, and 
all armed with various and deadly weapons. 

The nature and zmportance of the lofs may, in fome mea- 
fure appear, if we confider, A man then lofes all that he 
gained in this world: for he can carry nothing (of his gains) 
with him into the world of fpirits.—He lofes the bleffed 
hope of the Gofpel. Its delighful accents will never vibrate 
on his ear again.—The efteem of all his friends, that fond 
efteem, which only fed his pride, evaporates when he ex- ‘ 

ires, and is never revived in the world to which he goes. . 
—He lofes the fociety and friendfhip of the godly: he has 
no help from them now. ‘The admonitions which he def- 
pifed reverberate on his ear as peals of thunder, and he 
loudly condemns his own folly.—The light of Heaven is 
exchanged for the darknefs of hell, and hope expires for 
ever! 

Blefled be God, there is a method of falvation and fecu- 
rity devifed by infinite wifdom and compaffion. This me- 
thod takes in four things particularly, viz. regeneration, or 
a new birth—/aith in the atoning blood and perfect righte- 
oufnefs of Jefus Chrift— repentance, upon the principles of 
the Gofpel—and holiness of heart and life ; which holinefs 
is the effect of union with, and communications from, the 
bleffed Jefus, as the vital head of his believing people. 























( 328 j 


Things being thus, fay, my dear reader, if you cat, 
* What fhall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and 
“‘lofe his soul? A loft} foul is a foul in mifery, in mifery 
inevitable and eternal. Roufe, my fellow finner! be con- 
cerned, be perfuaded, be advifed. ‘* Efcape for thy life, 
*“‘look not behind thee,” fly, inftantly fly to the Son of God, 
the Saviour of men, and fay, ‘* Lord fave me, or I perifh.” 

OLIGOS. 


—_——aane 3): 


A DROP OF CONSOLATION. 


HE troubles of this life difturb men more or lefs,, ac- 

cording as the foul is fortified, with confiderations fuf- 

ficient to fupport it under them. ‘The confiderations adapt- 
ed for this end are fuch as the following. 

Our time is very fhort here ; and we are travelling to 
another country, to our heavenly Canaan, where are plea- 
fures forevermore. ‘ The fufferings of this prefent time 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory that fhall be 
(there) revealed.”” And if we be interefted in Jefus, the 
greater our troubles and calamities here, the greater our joy 
and comfort hereafter. Yea, as the Apoftle fays, “ Our 
“¢ light afflictions, which are but for a moment, work out for 
“(us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 
The evils of this lifé would be hard to bear if there was no 
expectation of happinefs after death ; but we know that 
when thefe our frail bodies fhall return to duft, we fhall 
have habitations not made with hands, eternal in the Hea- 
vens. The happinefs of the next life is defcribed to us by 
fuch pleafures as are more excellent, more pure and refi- 
ned than thofe of fenfe. The Scriptures affure us that we 
fhall be transformed into the likenefs of the Divine perfec- 
tion—we fhall fee Jefus as he is, and fo be forever with the 
Lord. Farther, we fhall be admitted into the company of 
the bleffed angels, and of the fpirits of juft men made per- 
fe&, and thus united in love, in gratitude, and in happinefs, 
fing praifes to the Lamb that fitteth on the throne,—who 
Joved us and wafhed us from our fins in his own mott pre- 
cious blood.—To him be glory, thankfgiving, and praife, 
now and for ever! Amen. 

HENRICUS. 
Fenny-Stratford. 








TUTISSIMUM EST; 


Or, the famous Concession oF CARDINAL BeLLARmMine, 
on the Article of JUSTIFICATION. 


OBERT BELLARMINE was an Italian Jefuit. 
By his le¢étures on Controverfies he acquired fo much 
applaute, that he was raifed fucceflively to different offices 
in the Church of Rome, till at length he was conftrained to 
accept of a cardinal’s hat. It is univerfally allowed that no 
man ever defended the Catholic caufe with greater ability. 
Dr. Owen, in his mafterly Treatife on Juftification,* 
having ftated the condition of a finner on the one hand, 
and the propofals of the Gofpel on the other, fays, ‘* The 
grand enquiry now is—whether it be the wifeft and fafeft 
courfe for fuch a perfon, feeking to be juftified before God, 
to betake himfelf abfolutely to fovereign grace and the me- 
diation of Chrift ; or, to place fome confidence in his own 
works. In putting this great difference to umpirage, we 
fhall refer to Cardinal Bellarmine, one of our greateft and 
moft learned adverfaries. And he pofitively gives us /is 
determination in thefe well-known words:f “ By reason 
“* of the uncertainty of our own righteousness, and the danger 
“* of vain-glory, it is the fafelt course to repose our whole trust 
“* zn the mercy and kindness of God alone :” and this he con- 
firms by two Scriptures, Dan. ix. 18. and Luke xvii. 10. 
He then cites feveral of the Fathers in his favour, and con- 
cludes with this dilemma: “ Either a man hath true me- 
rits or he hath not. If he hath not, he is pernicioufly de- 
ceived ; if he hath them, he lofes nothing while he looks 
not to them, but trufts in God alone.” So that, according 
to this Popifh doétor, whether a manfhave any good works 
or not, as to his juftification before God, it is beft and fafett 
for him not to place any dependance upon them. 
What a myitery is man! If this be the plain ftate of the 
cafe, to what purpofe were the Cardinal’s fophiftical argu- 


* See alate abridgment of this valuable work, by G. Burder, p. 13. 

+ Propter incertitudinem propria justitia, et periculum inanis 

gloria, TUTISSIMUM ES? fiduciam totam in sola misericordia Det 

et benignitate reponere. Bellarm. de Fustificat. lid. 5. cap. 7+ 
rop. 3. 
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ments, tending to feduce his readers into the contrary opini- 
on? and how wonderful, that this great man fhould, at his 
death, leave one half of his foul to the Virgin Mary, and 
the other half to Jefus Chrift !t 


THE LOVE OF GOD CONSIDERED, IN OPPOSITION TO FEAR. 


IN A LETTER TO A FRIEND. 


1 Fohniv.18- There is no fear in love, Se. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Al length, I fit down to reply to your inquiries, and be 
affured it will afford me real pleafure, to be the inftru- 
ment of removing thofe gloomy reflections which {till cloud 
your mind. It bas given me great concern to find, that you 
are fo ftrongly agitated, by an apprehenfion that the love of 
Chrift has not been fhed abroad in your heart; and you in- 
form me, that your diftrefs of mind is greatly ftrengthened 
by the declaration of John: ‘ There is no fear m love, but 
‘perfect love calteth out fear; becaufe fear hath torment : 
“the that feareth is not made perfect in love.” Agreeably 
to your requeft, I fhall offer you a few refleétions on this 
fubje& as they arife in my mind; and may the Spirit of the 
Lord apply them to the removal of your fears, and the efta- 
blifhment of your faith, your hope and your joy. 

The love of God, my friend, is a principle the moft de- 
lightful and fublime! Where this facred paffion is implant- 
ed, and triumphs without a rival, it fpreads a {weet calm, a 
placid joy, which is akin to heaven. 

Love is an emanation from the Deity; a ray of the light, 
purity, glory and felicity, which refide effentially in the eter- 
nal God! ‘lhe love of God is fometimes taken passively, 
for the love of God dwelling in the foul; and at other times 
atively, for that unmerited love manifefted towards man: 
the one is the cause, the other the effec? : ‘we love hii, be- 
“‘ caufe he firft loved us ;” and in both thefe fenfes it is ufed 
by the apoftle John; the passive idea of the term is expref- 
fed in the words under confideration: that facred principle 


¢So-it is affirmed in his life, as inserted in the Encyclopedia 
Britannica. See BELLARMIN. 
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which is implanted in the foul of the true believer, by the 
agency of the Holy Spirit. 

Now this principle is ftiled by the Apoftle perfe@ not ab- 
solutely as the love of the faints in Heaven; but perfect, be- 
caufe it is fincere and permanent: for this is the only perfec- 
tion which can be obtained in.this ftate of probation. It 
may be fliled perfect, when the new creature is formed in the 
foul; as a child is perfect in all its parts and faculties, though 
they are not expanded; yet a man may with propriety be 
ftiled {till more perfeét, as ali the powers of body and mind, 
are arrived to a greater degree of vigour and ittability: as 
the rising fun is perfeét, though not fo brilliant as when arri- 
ved to his meridian. Thus a foul may be faid to be per- 
feét in love, when this divine temper is deeply rooted, and 
in lively exercife, although not arrived to that degree, which 
it will attain in heaven. 

In order farther to elucidate the fubje&, refle&, my friend, 
on the properties of the love of God—and here we obferve: 

It is the most perfect resemblance of God in this world. How 
full, and yet how concife is that defcription which this 
Apottle gives of the Deity—a defcription, which contains 
more than a thoufand volumes can unfold: Gop 1s Love! 
—Yes, he is infinitely amiable; the confluence of every 
thing lovely—and when the foul has:this facred likenefs im- 
prefled on its powers, then the worthlefs heir of mifery 
becomes the brighteft refemblance of the mighty God, which 
this world can exhibit. 

It is unchangeable in its nature. And for this reafon ; it is 
an emanation from the Father of Lights, with whom there 
is no variablenefs, neither the fhadow of achange; there- 
fore, when this facred flame is enkindled on the altat@of the 
heart, not all the ftorms of earth or hell, can ever extinguifh 
it; rather, they will fan the heavenly fire, and caufe it to 
fpread its light and warmth farther and wider. Therefore 
the apoftle Paul triumphed in thefe dignified firains: ‘*‘ Who 
‘‘ fhall feparate us from the love ef Chrift? Shall tribula- 
‘tion, or diftrefs, or perfecution, or famine, or nakednefs, 
“for peril, or fword? Nay, inall thefe things, we are more 
*¢than conquerors, through him that loved us. 

This principle, although smail at first, is continually en- 
creasing. In its implantation, it is like a grain of muttard 
feed ; but watered by the dews of heaven, and cherifhed by 

divine influences, it fpreads far and wide, its fruitful, fra- 
grant branches; and God, in great goodnefs, has indulged 
us with precious feafons to cultivate its growth: all the or- 
dinances, and every providence, are calculated to promote 
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itis great defign. Ina word, When this principle is in ex 
ercise, it will influence all the passions of the soul. In pro- 
portion as this love encreafes, fo all corrupt paffions are 
fubdued, and the image of God fhines brighter. 

Let me now call your attention, my dear Chriftian 
friend, to its opposite principle, Fear. It will be neceffary 
to defcribe what is meant by that fear, which the apoftle 
declares to be inconfiftent with the love of God; becaule 
there is a fear which is net inconfiftent with dove. The 
whole of religion is fometimes comprehended in the ex- 
preflion, “ The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wif- 
‘*dom.” This means an high veneration of God, and an 
apprehenfion of offending him: a filial fear, fuch as an obe- 
dient child feels for an affectionate parent; fuch as faints 
and angels feel. Therefore the apottle cannot mean that 
fhis fenfation arifes from a confcioufnefs of guilt, and the 
view of God, in the character of a jult judge. Again, the 
infpired penman fays, fear hath torment, i. e. it has a terri- 
ble apprehention of the attributes of God, and of eternal 
mifery. Now this principle has punishment as its only ob- 
ject. Ahab, Saul, and Judas, were influencéd by this fear 
—and this produced that torment, which rendered them a 
terror to themfelves, and to all around them. 

This principle arifes alfo from another caufe—a consci- 
ousness of guilt, The fubject of it knows he has offended 
the omnipotent, juft and holy God; and deferves nothing 
but indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguifh: there- 
fore he trembles as a criminal awaiting the execution of 
the fentence, which the injured laws of his country have 
denounced against him. 

Now my friend, contemplating both thefe paffions, as 
thus defcribed, I will appeal to you, whether you conceive 
that doth can dwell together in one heart? Is nat the afler- 
tion of the apoftle juft, perfect love casteth out fear ? 

Should you afk how this is effected? I reply, by its own 
nature; as naturally as light cafteth out darknefs. ‘The 
love of God cafteth out “ the fear of any temporal sufferings 
** in the cause of Christ.” When the love ot God triumphs 
in the heart, we are made ftrong to do, or to syffer the whole 
will of God. This infpires the fluggifh foul with a holy 
zeal; this fortifies the timorous foul in the feafon of dan- 
ger, or of temptation ; and this raifes the foul when ready 
to fink beneath the weight of afflictions. It was this divine 
principle that animated the Apoftle when he uttered thefe 
remarkable words: ‘¢ None of thefe things move me.” It 
was the love of God, that filled the noble army of martyrs, 
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with fuch boldnefs, as rendered them fuperior to all the 
terrors of death, even in its moft dreadful forms; this 
made an excellent woman fay, ** Though [ have not elo- 
quence to plead for Chrift, yet I have love enough to die 
for him.” 

Again, the love of God casteth out the! dread of divine 
justice, and final condemnation. The foul, in whom this 
heavenly principle refides, beholds God as reconciled, and 
his juftice as fatisfied by the atonement of the Lord Jefus. 
Therefore this view creates peace of confcience, and joy 
in the Holy Ghofl; becanfe “ there is no condemnation to 
** them that are in Chrift Jefus.” Thus you may eafily per- 
ceive, my friend, that in proportion as the love of God is 
fhed abroad in the heart, fo will a flavifh fear and torment 
be caft out. 

But methinks I hear you reply, “I admire the excellency 
of this principle of love, and confefs it must produce this 
effect in the heart where it dwells: but this is my grief; I 
tremble left I fhould be found a deceiver of myfelf and 
others. I feel fo much fecret corruption within, fo much 
fhameful indifference in duty, and fo little enjoyment of 
the prefence of God, that I am led to conclude, that the 
love of Ged cannot dwell in a heart so depraved as mine: 


if this facred paflion actua'ly refided there, it would caft out 
all thofe tormenting apprehenfions.” Thefe have been the 
feelings of every child of God, more or lefs. Now, in or- 


der to remove thofe fears, let me requeft you to attend the 
following directions : 

Lndeavour to inform your mind of the true nature of these 
two principles, Love and Fear. Ignorance of this occasions 
all your distress. Do not expeét to be totally freed from all 
doubts, until you arrive at those happy regions of immortaliy, 
where that which is perfec fhall be experienced, and that 
which is imperfect fhall be done away.” ‘Therefore, when 
any temptation arifes, do not confider this as a proof, that 
the love of God has never been experienced ; this rather 
will afford an argument in your favour.—Examine your 
experience. Do you love fin? Do you love the world 
and its pleafures better than Jefus, and the communica- 
tions of his grace? Are you pleased with the temptations 
of Satan? Do you feel no uneasiness when God hides his 
face? Are you not diftreffed when you are lifelefs and cold 
in secret devotion, or do not feel yourfelf animated in the 
public fervices of the sanétuary ? In a word, do you love 
the fociety of the wicked more than the fociety of the difci. 
ples of Jefus? 
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Now, what fay you to thefe enquiries? Will you not re- 
ply—No, Lord, this is not my cafe; all I can fay is this— 
** I desire to love God, with all my heart, with all my foul, 
and with all my flrength, and it is my daily forrow that I 
feel fo little of the influence of this facred principle.” If 
this is the cafe, then fay to thy foul, 


* Could I grieve for what I feel 
If I did not love at all? 

Could I joy his faints to meet ? 
Choofe the ways I once abhorr’d? 

Find, at times, the promife fweef, 
If I did not love the Lord?” 


Again, Watch against every emotion of the corrupt passions. 
Thee will be ready to rife, on the approach of every temp- 
tation. When thefe are indulged, guilt is incurred; and 
a con{cioufnefs of guilt will invariably cloud your evidences ; 
hence a flavifh fear is produced inthe mind. The comfort 
of the Chriftian depends on the Spirit of God refting on 
him, and refiding inhim. He that is joined to the Lord, is 
one Spirit with him. Labour, therefore, to cultivate the 
graces of the Spirit ; and imbibe the meek, gentle, humble, 
and forgiving difpofition of Jefus. This will have the molt 
powerful tendency to lead on the foul to the enjoyment of 
the full affurance of faith. 

Watch against the insinuations of Satan. Be not ignorant 
of Satan’s devices. This great adverfary will endeavour to 
rob you of your joys ; but refift him ftedfaftly, and he will 
flee from you, and be not difcouraged by thefe temptations : 
they are proofs that the strong man is difarmed and caft 
out. The wicked feel not thefe ftruggles ; their goods are 
in peace. 

Above all, permit me to befeech you, my dear friend, 
to be fervent and frequent at the throne of grace. Thence 
you will derive your greate(l flreigth—thence you will re- 
ceive your richeft bleflings, mercy to pardon, and grace 
to help in time of need. Wreltle hard, and you shail pre- 
vail. “ Look unto Jesus, the author, and the fimifher of 
** your faith.” Look forward to the bright hills of everlatt- 
ing day. ‘There you fhall walk in the uninterrupted light of 
God’s countenance ; every doubt fhall be removed. Perfect 
love fhall reign and triumph in your foul without a rival, 
and confequently ail thofe fears which now diftrefs you, fhall 
be experienced no more for ever! 
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Thus, my dear Sir, I have freely given you my opinion, 
on this important part of experimental religion, and it fhall 
be my unremitting prayer, that you may be eftablifhed in 
the faith, the hope, and the joy of the gofpel of our bleffed 
Lord and Saviour. 


I remain 
you affectionate friend, 
HORATIO, 
—p @ aa 


REMARKS ON EXOD. vi. 3. 


** Tappeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Faceb, by 
the name of God Almighty ; but by my name Jenovan was 
I not known to them. 


HE difficulty which has been obferved in explaining 

this text, is briefly this: that the Lord had not only 
appeared to the early patriarchs by the name Jehovah pre- 
vious to this declaration, but that this name is much more 
frequently ufed than that of God Almighty, as a diftinGtive 
appellation of the Supreme Being, as well in the book of 
Genefis, as throughout the Old Teftament. Having thus 
ftated the difficulty, I fhall now attempt to fhew the con- 
fiftency of this paflage with the other writings of Mofes ; 
for I believe that he was the writer of both Genefis and 
Exodus, that he was a holy man of God, and wrote by di- 
vine infpiration. 

It feems evident that thefe words, ‘* By my name Jeho- 
“‘vah, was I not known to them,” cannot fignify that the 
patriarchs had never heard of fuch a name ; for, even on 
the fuppofition that the book of Exodus had been written by 
an unin{pired hiftorian, no man could have been fo inatten- 
tive to the former part of the fame hiftory, as flatly to con- 
tradict what is repeatedly and plainly declared in it, while 
his intention evidently was to eftablifh and confirm it in all 
its parts. May we not fuppofe that the thing intended was, 
and indeed of neceffity muft have been, fomething elfe than 
the letters or the found of the glorious name Jehovah? It 
is eafy to conceive that perfons who called God Jehovah, 
might be in a great meafure ignorant of what is fignified by 
this name, though they muft have known the etymology, 
and literal meaning of the word. 
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The controverted paflage may be fatisfaCtorily explaitted, 
without entering into any critical explanation of the word, 
if we only admit that the name Jehovah gives a more com- 
plete and appropriate idea of the Divine character and per- 
fections than the other appellation, God Almighty; and 
this is demonftrated by the text itfelf, for no perfon can 
read it without difcerning that it reprefents the knowledge 
of the Deity by his name Jehovah, as a greater thing than 
the knowledge of him as God Almighty. Angels and men 
were called gods, but the name Jehovah was applied to 
Him only who is “ Moft High over all the earth.” This 
name, which conveys the idea of felf-exiftence, immuta- 
bility, and eternity, is at once the dread and the confidence 
of all who know it ; and it is fo in a peculiar and diftinguifh- 
ed manner. The people of Ifrael were ftriétly commanded 
to ‘* fear this glorious and fearful name, JEHOVAH THEIR 
“* Gop, left Jzenovau fhould make their plagues wonderful ;” 
and that man only is pronounced “ bleffed, who trufteth in 
“¢ Jenovan, and whofe hope Jenovan is.” 

Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, knew the Supreme Being, 
as the Almighty God, the Creator and Preferver of ail 
things. They had experienced his goodnefs in providing 
for all their temporal wants, and beltowing innumerable 
mercies on them and their families. He had alfo given 
them the promife of a temporal inheritance, in the land of 
Canaan, and of fpiritual and eternal bleffednefs through a 
great deliverer, the feed of Abraham, in whom all the fa- 
milies of the earth were to be bleffed. But neither of thefe 
promifes were yet fulfilled, nor had any fteps been taken, 
prior to the miffion of Mofes, which feemed to indicate that 
the time of their accomplifhment drew nigh; on the contra- 
ry, the children of Ifrael were groaning under a load oj 
cruel bondage and oppreffion in Egypt. 

The Lord therefore now determined to make himfelf 
known to his people by. his name Jehovah, in a way far 
beyond that in which he had manifefted himfelf to their 
fathers, that his name might not only be underftood by them, 
but alfo, “that it might be declared throughout all the 
earth.” This he propofed to do, not merely by inftructing 
them verbally in the knowledge of his character and perfec- 
tions ; but by mighty works and figns, and by an exact and 
punctual accomplifhment of all the good things which he 
had fpoken. In this manner they were afluredly to know 
that he alone is the great, felf-exiftent, and eternal Jeho- 
vah, unchangeable in his purpofes of love and mercy, and 
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all-fuficiént to execute thofe purpofes, and to deliver Hié 
people from all their enemies and oppreffurs. 

That this was the knowlédge which God had withheld 
from Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob, and which he now intends 
ed to convey to their pofterity, appears very plainly from 
what follows. For immediately after what he had faid to 
Mofes, “ By my name. Jehovah, was I not known to them,” 
he declares the eftablifiment of his covenant with Ifrael, 
and then adds (ver. 6. 7, 8. ) “ Wherefore fay unto the 
‘“‘ children of Ifrael, Zam Fehovah, and I will bring you out 
‘‘from under the burdens of the Egyptians, &c. And I 
** take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God ; 
“and ye shall know that Lam Fehovah your God, who bring: 
‘eth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 
“ And I will bring you unto the land concerning which I did 
“ fwear to give it to Abraham, to Ifaac, and to Jacob, and 
«I will give it to you for an heritage: fam Fehovah.” 
This name was illuflrated and difplayed by the wonderful 
works of God towards his people, who thus celebrated the 
firft complete public deliverarice which he vouchfafed them. 
“* I will fing unto Jehovah, for he hath triumphed glorioufly : 
“ th@ horfe and his rider hath he thrown into the fea, Who 
** is like unto thee, O Jehovah, among the gods? Who is 
‘“‘ like thee, glorious in holinefs, fearful in praifes, doing 
“ wonders?” And this is the conclufion of their triumphant 
fong. ‘* Jehovah fhall reign for ever and ever.” There are 
alfo frequent references to the fame event in the fucceeding 
fcriptures, as in Ifaiah li. 15. ‘* I am Jehovah thy God, 
“ who divided the fea when the waves roared: Jehovah of 
*¢ Hoills is his name.” 

The defign of God; in the whole train of Kis mifaculous 
providences towards Ifrael, in Egypt, in the wildernefs, in 
the land of promife, when they were led captive by their 
enemies, and when they returned from their captivity in 
Babylon, was to make hinifelf known to them by his name 
Jehovah: “ Ye fhall know that I am Jehovah ;” and other 
expreffions of fimilar import; are very frequently to be met 
with in the writings of the prophets. “Such expreffions were 
always ufed on fome great occafton, when Jehovah was 
xbout to do fomething peculiarly manifeftative of his gloris 
ous perfedctions. 

From thefe confiderations it appears, that knowing the 
Deity by his name Jehovah, has a refpect to the manifefta- 
tion of his name by divine works, and efpecially the work 
of redeeming Mrael, that they might be to him a peculiar 
people, to thew forth his praife. It is almoft unneceflary 
VoL. II Uu 
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to obférve that Abraham, Ifaac, and. Jacob had no opportu- 
nity of thus knowing-and underftanding that he is Jehovah. 
‘who exercifeth loving kindnefs, and righteoufnefs, and 
judgment in the earth,” On this ground alone, however, 
they were faid not to have known him by his name Jehovah. 

It will not invalidate the above explanation, although it 
be admitted (as I readily do admit) that the Patriarchs not 
only called the Supreme Being Jehovah, but alfo knew ia 
fome degree, the import of that name ; for things are often 
expreffed in abfolute terms, when they are evidently intend- 
ed to be underflood in a limited, or in a comparative fenfe. 
Innumerable inftances of this, might be quoted from the 
Scriptures, of which avery few only fhall be meniioned. 

Did. ever any perfon conceive that Jefus Chrift meant te 
deny that there is fuch a thing as goodnefs among crea- 
tures, when he faid, ‘ There is none good but one, that is 
** God ?” or did the God of Ifrael mean entirely to fet afide 
his own inftitution of facrifices, when he thus fpoke, “ I 
“¢ will have mercy, and not facrifice‘”’ Paul affirms that the 
preaching of the Gofpel to all nations was the revelation of 
the myflery which had been kept fecret fince the world be- 
gan.”” Does he mean that no fuch thing had been dechred 
by the former prophets ? No, furely, for their writings are 
full of it. ‘Their prophecies with refpe& to this fubjed, 
however, were not fully underftood, and the preaching of 
the unfearchable riches of Chrift to the Gentiles remained a 
myftery, till after his refurnection irom the dead, when the 
prophecies. concerning it began to be fulfilled. And the 
fame Apoltle fays, if another Epiflle, that “ In other ages, 
“this myftery was not made known as it is now revealed to 
“‘ the Apoftles and Prophets by the Spirit ;” intimating that 
it had been formerly revealed, but not with equal clearnefs, 
though he alfo affirms in the fame paflage it was “ the myf- 
‘tery which from the beginning of the world had been hid 
in God.” 

Thus, was it equally proper to fay, that God was not 
known to the Patriarchs by his name Jehovah, while he had 
not, by his wonderful works, and by the fulfilment of his 
promifes, given thofe demonftrations of his power, faithful- 
nefs, and mercy, which he intended to give to their pofte- 
rity, for the exprefs purpofcs of making them know that 
their God was Jchovah, and of proving in the moft incon- 
teftible manner, that “ this is his name for ever, and this 
his memorial unto all generations,” 


Edinburgh. , W. B. 





THE STRANGER AT HOME. 


“* He was in the werld, and the world was made by him, and 
“* the world knew him not.”? John i. 10. 


W HO is he concerning whom fuch things are {poken ? 

Doubtlefs it is fome illuftrious perfonage whofe re- 
fidence in the world is announced with fo much folemnity. 
Yes, it is one who exifted “ in the beginning” of all things, 
prefiding at the birth of time,—‘ the Word who was God :” 
‘in whom was light ;” * the true light,” and “ the life of 
“men.” As we behold him in the beginning laying the 
firm foundations of the earth, and hear the heavens with all 
their brilliant hofts acknowledge themfelves the work of his 
hands ; fo we fee his throne furrounded by myriads of ador- 
ing creatures who own that, for his pleafure, they are and 
were created ;” ‘for whether they be thrones or domini- 
‘‘ons, or principalities, or powers, all things were created. 
“by him and for him.” Itis the eternal Word, the Lord 
of hofts, the King of glory, of whom it is faid, ‘ he was in 
“‘ the world.” Amazing condefcenfion and humility ! God- 
like grace and forbearance ! 

What aftonifhing humility did he difplay when he con- 
defcended to enter into the world! We who have never 
feen a better, may well admire the beauty of this lower 
world. He that has not known grandeur and affluence is 
infenfible of the meannefs of poverty. The peafant fees not 
the dullnefs of the poor cottage in which he firft breathed 
the vital air, if happily his eyes have not been dazzled by 
the fafcinating glitter of a palace. But he that defcends 
from the pinnacle of glory is fenfibly ftruck with every indi- 
cation of wretchednefs and want. The natiye inhabitants 
of this world cannot conceive how mean a refidence this 
was for him who had filled the brighter regions of eternal 
day. He whom heaven, even the heaven of heavens, can- 
“‘not contain,” who, looking down from the height of his 
holinefs and glory, beheld ‘* the inhabitants of the earth as 


“« srafshoppers, the, vaft ocean as a drop of a bucket, and the 


“earth, with all its lofty mountains, as the {mall duft of the 
“balance. He, amazing condefcenfion! came into the 
world. How muft all the glories of this world fade upon the 
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view of him who had furveyed the dazzling magnificence 
which adorns the palace of the eternal King! The carpet of 
nature might affume its livelieft green, and the moft beau-. 
teous flowers unite to form its rich embroidery, but all this 
was mean and dull for him who had trodden the azure pave- 
ment ofthe fkies, embroffed with golden ftars. He was in 
the world. But how? To reign in it as its fovereign King, 
or be adored by it as its glorious Creator? Noa: he wasin 
the world—not.as a King, nor as a God, but as an obfcure 
inhabitant. More aftonifhing humility! He was in the 
world as though it were a place good enough for him, when 
the higheft heavens are ynworthy to receive him. 

But what divine grace and forbearance does it difcover 
that he was in the world! The Lord of hofts was in the 
camp of his enemies... The God of holinefs was in the abode 
of finners. He, in whofe fight the heavens themfelves are 
not pure, wasin a world where the very air is polluted by the 
poifonous breath of blafphemies and obfcenity. If a man 
forfake the abode of neatnefs and of piety, where every 
object is pleafing to the eye, and every found grateful to the 
ear, to enter a loathfome dungeon, where yollies of filthy 
fenfelefs oaths are poured forth on every fide, this forms no 
comparifon with the entrance of Jefus into the world ; for 
he holds fin in infinite abhorrence. But for what purpofe 
did he enter into the world? was it to fet it on fire with the 
breath of his lips, that it might be purified with the aveng- 
ing fame? No: amazing grace! he cameas the Friend 
and Saviour of the world, But how long was he in the 
world? Surely he could not protract his ftay in fuch a place. 
«© The word was made flefh, and dwelt among us” more than 
thirty years. What years of merciful forbearance | Hence- 
forth let not the fons of men hefitate to believe the Lord is 
“‘long-fuffering and flow to anger.” ‘ And the world was 
“ made by him.” The divine archite& entered into his own 
building. On every fide he faw the produc of his own 
power and fkill. When he lifted up his eyes, “ he beheld 
*‘the heavens the work of his own fingers, the moon apd 
*¢the flars which he had ordained.” He hung in the tkies 
the lamp of day, which was now honoured with fhedding 
its cheering beams upon its Maker’s head. Cafting down 
his eyés upon the earth on which he trode, he faw the globe 
which he moulded in the hollow of his hand, which his 
own arm hurled,into motion, and his voice bade to run its 
diurnal and its agnuat courfe. The crowds of men that ga- 
thered around him with the confufed ftare of aftonifhment, 
or, with liflefs indifference pafs by, are all the work of his 
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hands ; for he formed from the duft of the earth the curious 
ftru€iure of their bodies, and breathing into their noftrils the. 
breath of life, endowed them with immortal fouls. Whee 
ther they adorn the heavens, glide through the air, tread the. 
earth, or float in the mighty waters, ‘ all things were made. 
by him.” : 

And did he not evidently fhew that the world was made- 
by him? Did he not aét as one who, with a Creator’s aus 
thority, held all nature at his beck? We behold him turn 
the liquid element to a firm pavement beneath his feet, and 
treading with folemn ftate upon the waves of the fea, we 
recognife him who holds the waters in the hollow of his 
hand, who gave to the fea its hounds, faying to it, “* Hither; 
to fhalt thoucome, but no further ; and here fhall thy proud 
waves be ftayed.” When the rude blaft of tempeftuous. 
winds makes the heart of the mariner to quake, and the 
Joud roaring billows, rifing to the height of mountains, tofs 
the fhattered bark in cruel fport, he rifes in peaceful felf- 
poffeflion, advances in godlike majefty, and fpeaks to the. 
inftruments of his power in this authoritative tone, ‘* Peace: 
be ftill.”’ Who does not then, with Peter fali down and. 
worfhip? and with David exclaim “Oh Lord God of hofts,. 
** who is a flrong Lord like unto thee? or to thy faithful- 
“‘nefs round about thee? Thou ruleft the raging of the- 
“fea ; whenthe waves thereof arife, thou flilleft them ?” 

But while inanimate creation knew and acknowledged its 
author, with thofe who are called the rational inhabitants of 
the earth, it was far otherwife. “* The world knewhim not.” 
How ftrange, how unexpeéted this reception! Had we &- 
gured to ourfelves the manner in which he who made the 
world would have been received by it, would it not have 
anfwered the defcription of the facred book? ‘ Sing unto 
‘‘the Lord witha harp, with trumpets and found of cornet, 
‘make a joyful noife before the Lord the King. Let the 
‘“‘ fea roar and the fullnefs thereof ; the world and they that 
“<< dwell therein ; let the hills be joyful together before the. 
‘‘ Lord, for he cometh.” But ah! inftead of hearing the 
heavens and the earth echo to the loud hofannas wherewith 
the fons of men welcome the approach of their God, we be- 
hold him received with coldnefs and referve. ‘ The world 
** knew him not.” 

But was there nothing in his perfon, voice, or actions, by 
which they might have known him? Yes: what characters 
of divinity were impreffed upon his perfon! What affecting 
{weetnefs, blendec with venerable majefty! What lofty 
confcioufnefs of hidden worth, amidift all that meeknefs and 
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ning years, foon began to bear the deep furrows and the 
hoary hairs of age. Thus mutually altered, and feparated 
for many years, which had been crowded with various 
{cenes, there remained but little that could difcover their 
near relation. Yet when the aged man entered the fon’s 
houfe, he involuntarily rofe, and fhewed a more than ordi- 
nary re{pect to a perfon in whom he faw fo much to venerate ; 
whilft the father felt a new and peculiar pleafure in receiv- 
ing the attention: of fo agreeable a ftranger. They-f{pake, 
and they readily replied, for the fake of hearing again the 
found of each other’s voice. The father’s bowels yearned, 
the fon’s heart fpake, and their lips could not keep filence. 
“Are you a native of italy?” faid the father. ‘+ No fit,” 
the fon replied: “I perceive you alfo are a foreigner.” 
This led on to further queftions, and thefe produced more 
interefting information, till, at length, hearing his own 
name mentioned, the fon cried out ** My father!” ‘“ My 
fon! my fon!” exclaimed the parent, and fell on his neck 
and embraced him. How was it then that man knew not 
God, his maker, the father of his fpirit? Ah! melancholy 
truth! he had not the heart of a child, all filial affeCtions 
were extinguifhed, ‘he had not the love of God in him.” 
Well might Jehovah addrefs the heavens and the earth 
with his complaints, faying, ** Hear oh heavens, and give 
“ear oh earth: I have nourifhed and brought up children, 
‘Cand they have rebelled againft me.” Though he dwellt 
long among them, yet they knew not the parent of their 
cing ; for they had iron bowels that knew not to yearn. 


PHILALETHES. 


























THE BODIES OF BELIEVERS INTERESTED IN CHRIST. 






EING lately on a journey in Scotland. I {pent part of a 

day with a worthy clergyman, who has laboured even to 
old age, with peculiar livelinefs, in the work of Chrift. 
While we were employed in looking at his church, and bu- 
rial ground, reading infcriptions, and gratifying our curiofity 
with whatever might appear new and intereiting; the fol. 
lowing anecdote was related to me, which I thought wor- 
thy of prefervation. A man who lived in his parifh had, 
fome years fince buried his wife and feveral children, in 
this church yard. By the fide of the burial place, next the 
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period, he looked Ahab in the face, and reproved him 
Still more do we admire him when, fingly by himfelf, he 
braved the hoft of Baal’s adherents, and confounded them 
before the people. But, alas, what is man! After all this 
he is intimidated by the threatenings of Jezebel, and flees 
for his life. After going a day’s journey into the wildernefs, 
he fits down under a juniper tree; and requetts for himfelf 
that he may die. From hence he arofe and, went to Horeb, 
the mount of God, Entering into a cave, he was there in- 
terrogated by him whofe caufe he had feemed to defert, 
*‘ What doft thou here, Elijah?” He attempts to excufe 
himfelf by accufing Ifrael. He had been very jealous for the 
Lord God of Ifrael: but they had digged down his altars, 
and flain his prophets with the {word ; he only was left, and 
they fought his life. Thus, according to his account, it 
feemed time forhim to flee: But that which is worfe than 
all, in excufing himfelf, he does not barely accufe Ifrael, but 
feems tacitly to reflect upon the Lord himfelf, as though he 
had done little or nothing to vindicate his ownname, and 
what then could his poor fervant do there alone? : 
Jehovah could no doubt have confounded the complaining 
prophet; but forbearing, like himfelf, when dealing with 
erring creatures, he makes him no anfwer, but calls him 
forth to appear on the topofthe mount. Here he is made to 
witnefs a very extraordinary fcene.—‘* The Lord pafled. 
“by, and a great and flrong wind rent the mountains, and 
‘‘ brake in pieces the rocks ; butthe Lord wasnot in the wind: 
‘Cand after the wind an earthquake ; but the Lord was not 
‘in the earthquake: and after the earthquake a fire; but 
“the Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire a ftill {mall 
“voice. And it was fo when Elijah heard it, that he wrap- 
‘« ped his face in his mantle, and went out, and ftood in the 
“entering in of the cave. ‘*The Lord was not in the 
‘‘wind :”—that is, he did not anfwer Elijah out of the whirl- 
wind as he did Job; nor out of the earthquake, nor out of 
the fire. Thefe awful appearances were only harbingers 
which preceded the voice of Jehovah. On hearing the {till 
{mall voice, like the feraphim on the appearance of the di- 
vine glory, he wrapped his face in his mantle, and retired to 
his cave. The interrogation, ‘* What doft thou here Elijah?” 
is repeated, and Elijah repeats his anfwer. The Lord re- 
plies, by dire¢ting him to go on his way to the wildernefs of 
Damafcus—to anoint Hazael to be king over Syria, Jehu to 
be king over Ifrael, and Elifha to be a prophet in the place 
of himfelf. This was an anfwer. to Elijah’s tacit reflection ; 
Vor. IL. X x 
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** Jacob, and would not deftroy them, neither caft he them 
“ trom his prefence as yet: fo Hazael Kingof Affyria died, 
“and Benhadad his fon reigned in his ftead.”* 

As there appears to have been a refembiance in the wind, 
the earthquake, the fire, and the ftill {mail voice, to the 
events which fucceeded, fo there is fomething in the order 
of thefe things analogous to the general tenor of the divine 
proceedings. It is common forthe ftill {mall voice to fuc- 
ceed the wind, the earthquake, and the fire ; or, in other 
words, for the bleflings of mercy afd peace to be preceded 
by terrible things in righteoufnefs. 

When God revealed his word unto, Mofes, and by him to 
Ifrael, the terrors of mount Sinai were preparatory to other 
things of a different nature. Many of the appearances on 
that folemn occafion refembled thofe on the prefent; and 
indeed there appears a maniieft allufion in the account of 
Elijah, to that in the nineteenth chapter of Exodus. Nor 
does the {till {mall voice which terminated the one, lefs re- 
femble the declarations of mercy which followed the other. 
Jehovah proclaimed himfeli, ** The Lord, the Lord God, 
“‘ Merciful and gracious, long-fuffering, and abundant in 
“goodnels and truth!” promifing allo to “ raife up unt 
“them a prophet from the midit of them, like unto Mv- 
““fes, to whom they fhould hearken.” 

The difpenfations of Providence have generally moved 
in a fimilar.uorder. Many terrible judgments have ialien 
on the world; but they have been commonly followed with 
peace and mercy to the church. The plagues of Egypt, 
and the deftruCtion of Pharaoh and his hoft in the Red Sea, 
terminated in the joyful deliverance of the people of God. 
The fame was true of the overthrow of Babylon by the Per- 
fians. ‘Tchus it was, that by terrible things in rightcouf- 
nefs, God anfwered the prayers of his people. ‘The great 
calamities by which the world was afflicted by the faccef- 
five ftruggles of the four great monarchies of Babylon, Per- 
fia, Macedon, and Rome, terminated im the peaceful em- 
pire of the Son of God. The diadem was overturned, 
overturned, .and overturned again, till he came whofe right 
it was, and it was given him. 

Similar obfervations might be made on the Lord’s.pro- 
ceedings in the difpenfation of his grace. As the thunders 
of Sinai preceded the bleflings of Zion, fo the terribie is 
{till feen in many inftances to go before the peaceful. Deep 
convictionsmay produce fearful expectation of eternal ruin ; 
but if it terminate in a well-grounded peace, we do not re- 


*2 Kings iii, 4) 23, 
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union, no holinefs. That morality which appears in the 
conduct and deportment of many is a fort of mock-holinefs. 
It is a felf-created goodnefs which they often admire, and 
with others to admire with equal attention. Examine it as 
you do a counterfeit guinea, and you will perceive the bafe 
alloy, which proves it never came from the royal mint.— 
All vital godlinefs, all living and true holinefs proceeds 
from the Lord Jefus, “ who is of God made unto us fanc- 
** tification.” 

In regard to all believers, in order to their poffeffion of 
and future progrefs in holinefs, a new nature is beftowed, 
fufficient grace 1s promifed, conftraining love is communi- 
cated, and gofpel motives are urged. By thefe, as by fo 
many important obligations, the believer is inviolably bound 
to perpetual and lively obedience. 

A new nature is bestowed. By this he becomes one with 
Chrift, and is conftituted a real and living chriftian.* This 
new nature difpofes and fweetly inclines the believer to the 
practice of univerfal holinefs ; but the nature we bring into 
the world with us, called the old man, is every way and al- 
together indifpofed for it. 

Sufficient grace is promised. And, in proportion as this 
is received, the believer is capacitated for the practice of 
holinefs, and thereby enabled to do the will of God. En- 
lightening, ftrengthening, and comforting grace is treafur- 
ed up in Jefus Chrift ; and “ from his fulnefs we all receive 
“race for grace” according to our neceflities. “* My grace 
** is fufficient for thee,” 

Constraining love is communicated. It.is * fhed abroad in 
*‘ the heart by the Holy Gholt.” This operates with a kind 
of invincible force, and fo {weetly compels the believer to 
the practice of all holy duties. Nothing will render a man 
fo divinely moral as this. If believers are peculiarly cir- 
cum{pect in the difcharge of religious and moral duties, they 
may fay, in apology for their conduct, ‘ The love of Chrilt 
‘* conftraineth us.” 

Gospel motives are urged, Thefe are many, noble, and 
grand ; every way worthy their divine author. They are 
as fo many various fprings of action. Repentance, devoted- 
nefs to God, purification, courage, and confidence, are all 
urged upon an evangelical foundation. ‘“ Repent, | for the 
*‘ kingdom of heaven is at hand. Come out from amongit 
‘them (idolaters and profane perfons) and I will be a ta- 
‘ther unto'you. Having thefe promifes, let us cleanfe ours 
** felves from all filthinefs of the flefh and {pirit.” 


Gal, of. 15« 
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We believe there is one God, almighty, everlafting,. 
wife, holy, juft,and good. We believe ourfelves poffeffed 
of immortal {pirits—fpirits that muft live for ever in happi- 
nefs or woe. Thefe things granted; we muft allow it is 
our duty, as dependant creatures, to love, worfhip, honour, 
and obey fuch a Being. Now if God is to be worfhipped, 
he alone knows in what manner he pleates to be worthip- 
ped. Upon this principle he has revealed his will to his 
creatures. Tis will then muft be our rule and ftandard ; 
and every thing contrary to his will, which is always con- 
fiftent with reafon and the nature of things—every thing 
contrary to it, muft be falfe, unbecoming, contrary to the 
divine nature, and deftrudtive of our beft interefts. Now, 
the Bible alone contains the pure, unadulterated word of 
God. Every thing therein written will moti furely come to 
pals. | 

The cloud-capt towers, the gorgeous palaces, 
The folemn temples, the great globe itfell, 
Yea, all which it inherit, fhall diifoive, 

And, like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion, 
Leave not a wreck behind. 


Yet the word of the Lord fhall fland, be accomplifhed, 
and endure. 

The Bible then is the book, the book of books, which Is 
can recommend with my whole foul. The Bible contains 
our deed of gift of eternal glory. It is my anchor; and 
God in Chrift is my all. Other books, by their numerous 
imperfeCtions, difcover themfelves to be the produdtions of 
imperfect creatures. But the Bible carries the ftamp of di- 
Vinity in its contents. Its doctrines—its language—its mi- 
racles—its prophecies—all, all, proclaim its original from 
heaven—from God. 

Let us, my dear Sir, reflect one moment longer. If a 
book was profeffedly to come from God to teach mankind 
his will, what fhould we expect its contents tobe? Should 
we expect to be told the nature and perfections of God? 
The nature and perfe€tions of God are inthe Bible alone 
made known. Should we expect to know how all things 
came into being at firft? [he Bible declares it. Should we 
with to know what the Lord God requires of his creatures ? 
This the Bible makes known—Supreme love. Should we 
want to know the reward of obedience? ‘The Bible points 
out eternal joys. Would curiofity lead to enquire the re- 
ward of difobedience ?—The Bible reveals extreme, ever- 
lasting misery. Should we enquire, what is our duty to 
each other?—In the Bible it is written as with a fun beam 
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_ Law’s Serious Call is, upon many accounts, an excellent 
book. 

Doddridge’s Rife and Progrefs of religion in the Soul.— 
This book I am fure you would approve. 

I will only add another—Doddridge’s Sermons on Re- 
gencration. 

Thefe books, or fuch of them as you think proper, will, 
by the blefling of God, inform the judgment and mend the 
heart. I forget to add Jenks’s Devotions, as a very proper 
book to be ina family ; elpecially fuch families as are de- 
firous of beginning and maintaining family religion. 

You will pleafe to obferve, Sir, by the way, that I don’t 
mean to recommend, or defend all that is contained in thefe 
books—but in general they may be ufeful, pleafing, and 
profitable. The Bible alone is pure truth. 

Yours, ' DS. 


A CRITERION. 


i Rasen is nothing more common in a land like this, 


where chriftianity is profeffed by all ranks of people, 
and eftablifhed as the religion of the realm, than to hear 
perfons exprefs their hopes and expectations of going to 
heaven when they die; and we frequently meet with cha- 
racters who give very little evidence of poffefling the grace 
of God, and who would yet be offended were any perfon to 
hint a doubt of their falvation. But I would take the liber- 
ty of intreating all thofe into whofe hands thefe obfervations 
many fall, to fit down for one quarter of an hour, and afk 
themfelves ferioufly what kind of an heaven it is unto which 
they would wifh to enter, whert they are called to take leave 
of the prefent world? And I am perfuaded, if they will but 
be ingenuous, they will generally find the anfwer which 
their own hearts give to this queftion, affords a good crite- 
rion, whereby they may judge of the truth or falacy of 
their hopes. 

To initance in a few particulars, it is probable that many 
perfons who are depending upon their good moral charac. 
ter for admittance into the regions of blifs, would find upon 
fuch an examination, that heaven itfelf would be no ftate 
ef happinefs to them, if they could not enjoy the amufe- 
ments of the card-table, the affembly, and the mafquerade ; 

Vou. II. Yy 
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and he who has begun the good work will carry it on to the 
end. When the hope of the hypoctite fhall perifh, and the 
vain confidence of the pharifee leave him to endlefs ruin ; 
then fhall you lift up your head with joy, and, through the 
merits of your Redeemer, be admitted into that world, 
where you fhall enjoy the fmiles of his countenance, and 


triumph in his love through eternalages. - 
Caiskedes. me Be 


THE GOCODNESS OF GOD AND CONFIDENCE 
IN HIS NAME. 


Psal. xxxiv. 8. “O taste and see that the Lordis good, bles= 
sed is the man that trusteth in him.” 


Beis goodnefs of God is apparent to all men in the 
bleffings of nature and the favours of providence ; but 
to his people more efpecially in the riches of his grace. O 
how illuflrious and admirable is his goodnefs in fending his 
Son to redeem our finful fouls; in publifhing his precious 
Gofpel to enlighten our dark underflandings ; in beftow- 
ing his blefled Spirit to regenerate our hearts, to fan tify 
our nature, and to meeten us for the bright abodes of ever- 
lafting blifs; in recovering poor backfliders ; and in prepa- 
1ing manfions of immortal glory for his redeemed ones, 
and that from the foundation of the world! 

How ungrateful is it to be unmindful of fuch goodnefs: 
But what fhall be faid to thofe who fin againft it? To con- 
template this inimitable goodnefs of a covenant-God in 
Chrift, is highly animating and confolatory. “Oh! how 
“reat is his goodnefs! and how great is his beauty!” In 
fhort the goodnefs of God is an angelic theme ; angels cele- 
brate it in fongs of triumphant joy. It is a river which 
always flows, and overflows in bleflings to, the whole crea- 
tion. 

If men would enjoy this goodnefs they fhould apply for it. 
“O tafte and fee that the Lord is good.” Apply by earnefi 
prayer, call upon him while he is near; by diligent attend- 
ance on all his ordinances, perfevering with patience, wait- 
ing upon the Lord, and waiting his good pleafure. —To 
tafte, is to take the cup of falvation into your hand, and 
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drink freely of the confolation. There is no danger of 
excefs. The man who exercifes a filial confidence in God, 
as his God and Father through Jefus Chrift, is a bleffed 
man. The word declares it—‘ Bleffed are all they that put 
“‘their truft in him.”—Experience confirms it; believers, 
who live in near and bleffed communion with the Father 
and with his Son Jefus Chrift, know it and triumph in the 
truth. 

Truft in God is a very comprehenfive expreffion. Many 
say they truft in God, whofe lives and actions demontftrate 
their ignorance, prefumption and folly. Truft in God in- 
cludes knowledge of God. If there be no knowledge of 
him, there will be no confidence in him. It is, as the Pfal- 
mift afferts, they that snow his name will put their ¢rust in 
him. It includes fa/th, faith in the blefled gofpel, which 
encourages a poor fallen finner to truft in the very Being he 
has offended, It includes prayer, prayer for the A Gen 
defired and expected. A man who fays he trusts in Go 
but never prays to God, is a liar and the truth is not in kien, 
It includes patience; a difpofition of mind to wait, humbly 
to wait the Lord’s good pleafure; anda reconciliation to 
the divine will in difappointments and crofs-providences : 


“Good when he gives, fupremely goad, 
“ Nor lefs when he denies: 
‘“E’en croffes from his fovereign hand 
“ Are bleffings in difguife.” 
OLIGOS. 























To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine, 


SIR, 


The following account I drew from Mr. Parke’s purnal :—. 
if it be agreeable to you to infert it in your Weful Mif. 
cellany, it will give joy to the hearts of the dfciples of 
Jefus, to fee new fields difcovered for miffionary labours ; 
it will lead thoufands to pray for the poor benight ed 
heathens in Africa; and it will, I hope, influence fome 
benevolent fouls, to plan and to execute whatMr. Parke 
fo earneftly defires and recommends. 

Yours, ke. 


HE fchoolmafter to whofe care I was entrulted during 
the abfence of Karfa, was a man ofa mild difpofi- 
tion and gentle manners; his name was Fankpoma ; and 
although he himfelf adhered ftri€tly to the religion of Ma. 
homet, he was by no meaas intolerant in his principles to- 
wards others who differed from him. He {pent much of his 
time in reading ; and teaching appeared to be his pleafure, 
as well as employment. His fchool confifted of feventeen 
boys, moft of whom were fons of Kafirs, and two girls, 
one of whom was Karfa’s own daughter. The girls receiv- 
ed their inftruétion in the day-time ; but the hoys always 
had their leffons by the ligiit ofa large fire befor day-break, 
and again late in the evening ; for being confidtred during 
their {cholarfhip as the domeftic flaves of their mafter, 
they were employed in planting corn, bringing fire-wood, 
and in other fervile offices through the day. 

Exclufive of the Koran, and a book or two of commen- 
taries thereon, the fchoolmatter pofleffed a variety of manu- 
f{cripts, which had partly been purchafed from the trading 
Moors, and partly borrowed from Bufhreensin the neigh- 
bourhood, and copied with great care. Other manufcripts 
had been produced to me at different places in the courfe 
of my journey ; and on recounting thofe [ had before feen, 
and thofe which were now fhewn to me, and interrogating 
the fchoolmafter on the fubject, I difcovered that the Ne- 
groes are in poffeffion (among others) of an Arabic Verfioa 
of the Pentateuch of Mofes, which they call Taureta la 
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a race of formidable, but ignorant heathens. When I pro- 
duced Richardfon’s Arabic Grammar to fome flaves on the 
Gambia, they were aftonifhed to think that any European 
fhould underftand and write the facred language of their 
religion. Atfirft they fufpected it might have been written 
by fome of the flaves carried from the coalt ; buton a clo- 
fer examination they were fatisfied that no Bothreen could 
write fuch beautiful Arabic; and one of them offered to 
give me an afs and fixteen bars of gold if.I would part with 
the book. Perhaps a thort and eafy introduction to chrifti- 
anity, fuch as is found in fome of the catechifms for chil- 
dren, elegantly printed in Arabic, and dillributed on dif- 
ferent parts of the coaft, might have a wonderful effect. 

The expence would be but trifling; curiofity would induce 
many to read it; and the evident fuperiority which it would 
poffefs over their prefent manufcripts, both ih point of ele- 
gance and cheapnefs, might at laft obtain it a place among 
the ichool books of Africa. 


TO A FRIEND UNDER SPIRITUAL DISTRESS. 


Halifax, 21st May, 1799. 
MADAM, 


T HERE is a common faying, that it is never too late to 
repent and reform. ‘This maxim I apply to myfelf, in 
reference to my correfpondence with my friends. As Tad. 
vance in life, 1 feel a growing backwardnefs to writing; not 
becaufe the affeCtions of high efteem and regard decline, 
but beeaufe I have in general fo much upon hand, and have 
fo much to write in my profeflion. I wifh I may be enabled 
to fay fomething that will do you good, now I have begun, 
I fuppofe you are much in the fame fituation as when I left 
London. I feel for the affiétion of your family, and fine 
cerely defire it. may be a blefling to you all. There are aw- 
ful changes in this world. Smiling providence fometimes 
bleffes our ftate for years together, and then we experience 
a reverfe of circumftances. ‘I was not at reft,” fays Job, 
“and yet trouble came ;” that is, with greater ‘force, and 
with larger meafure. We fhould live in expectation of it. 
Here is nothing permanent. As the fun rifes and fets, and 
the moon waxes and wanes, fo itis with all fublunary things, 
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child of his family, and will he difcard me? Shall his grace 
grow weary of his faints? Does he defign to bring me to 
Heaven; andas a pledge of it, has he already brought me 
fo far, and done fo much for me, and will he give up my in- 
terefts for life and comfort, when he can take care of me, 
and prov ide for me, with fo much eafe? O my God! I 
will repine no more. I will no more difhonour thy love 
and guardian care. This my folemn declaration fhall wit- 
nefs againft me, if I fhould in future abandon myfelf to dif- 
truft. Write thefe things on my heart, and let them be 
continually before mine eyes! I commend myfelf to thy 
mercy! Thou art my faithful Creator; do for me what 


thou feeft to be the befl, and bring me to ‘thy heavenly king- 
dom. I. C. 


REFLECTIONS ow Hes. xiii. 8. 


Fesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever. 


E live in a world of changes. The fun rifes, afcends 

to his meridian, and knoweth his going down. The 
wind is changeable, to a proverb. The face of the earth is 
varied according to the feafons. Winter and fpring, fum- 
mer and autumn, form a grateful viciffitude. The fea alfo 
is in perpetual motion. 

The fcenes of providence are continually fhifting. Look 
back to the records of earlieft antiquity, and furvey the world 
atlarge. Ancient hiftory fhews how univerfal empire pafled 
from the Affyrians to the Medo-Perfians—from the Medo- 
Perfians to the Greeks—from them again to the Romans. 
Look at modern Europe. That fingle event, the revolution 
of France, in 1789, how many changes has it already pro- 
duced, not only in France, but in almoft all the world! Or 
if we confine our attention to our own country.— Here trade 
is ata ftand, there it is enlarged ; now families are increaf- 
ing, foon they are diminifhed. Mutability is infcribed on 
all human affairs; but, blefled be God! “ Jefus Chrift is 
“‘the fame yefterday , to-day, and for ever.” 

Some often change the place of their abode. This year 
they have pitched their tent in Dan; next year, perhaps, 
they will have removed as far as Beerfheba: Some have 

Von. II. Zz 
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To ail thofe who have believed through grace, Jefus is 
unchangeable in his /ove. He has made.us exceeding great 
and precious promifes, and we knowin whom we hav ¢ be- 
lieved. Whom he loves he loves to the end. Pretended 
friends may de¢eive us. Our real friends may be removed 
from us to a diftant part of the world; or they may be re- 
duced to ftraits and poverty, and fo rendered incapable of 
helping us; or they maydie. But Jefus cannot deceive, 
he cannot be removed, he cannot be impoverifhed, he can- 
not die. 

Let us glance atthe offices of Chrift. The truth, as it isin 
Jefus, is immutable. His dottrines abide the fame.* His 
atonement avails equally for believers of the old and of the 
new difpenfation.t His interceffion, founded on his own 
merit, not ours, {hall ever prevail. ‘‘ He ever liveth to 
“‘ make interceffion for us.” The kings of the earth die like 
other men: at the touch of death they drop their {ceptres 
and go down from their thrones into the dark grave ; but 
the kingdom of fefus is an everlafting kingdom, and of his 
dominion there fhall be no end. His laws and ordinances 
need no revilion or amendmeut; nor fhall they ever be re- 
pealed. It appears hence, 

(1.) That we need: not hefitate to fay Jefus is a divine 
perfon, for he is immutable. ’Tis God that fays, ** I change 
“not.” Tis of God alone it can be faid, “with him 
“‘ there is no variablenefs nor fhadow of turning.”’|| Angels 
are not naturally immutable. Witnefs the everlalting 
chains and darknefs of thofe who kept not their firit eftate. 

(2.) That we may reft fafely upon Chrift for falvation. 
The Chriftian leans not upon a broken reed, nor flands upoa 
ground that willgive way. ‘‘ Here 18 firm footing—iere 
‘* is folid rock—Ail, all is fea befide.” 

(3.) That there is a great propricty in minifters preach- 
ing Chrift conftantly—Chrift in every fermon, The late 
Mr. Ryland (walking up and down in his {chool at Enfield) 
ufed to fay, * Simplify and repetition—Simplify and repe- 
tition are the maxims fora {chool.” May not the minil- 
ters of the Gofpel transfer thefe maxims with advantage to 
the “ges of Chrift. 

That Chriftians fhould imitate the immutability of 
emit, in the fteadinefs of their princip}es, temper and con- 
duct. Reubenites, unftable as water, fhall not excel. An 
unfhaken firmnefs of charater well becomes a Chriftian 


* See ver. 9. + Rom. tii. 25. Hed. ix. 11. 
¢ Jlal. tii. 6 || Fam. t 17. 
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of calumny to wound the innocent, will certainly exclude 
fuch hellith artificers from a feat with thofe .“ who have 
*¢ clean hands, and a pure heart.” ‘* Inttruments of cruel- 
“ty are in their habitations ; O my foul, come not thou ina- 
“ ¢o their fecret ; unto their ailembiy, mine honour, be not 
“ thou united.” 

The protefiion of religion, which they vainly fuppofe 
entitles them to preference, can be no palliation to the of- 
fence ; for, if under that profefhon, they take the liberty to 

mangle the characters of others, they wreit religion toa 
purpote fubverfive of its defign, and quite contrary to the 
{pirit of the Gofpel. 

They act from that {pirit which worketh in the children 
of difobedience, and imitate the condudt of the devil, the 
accufer of the brethren. ‘ Asa little folly difgraces a man 
*¢ that is in reputation for wifdom and honour, fo will lying 
‘ flander,” &c. foon forfeit a good name, however fair the 
reputation otherwife ftands ; for deliberately to lie, flander, 
and calumninate, will foon unmafk a chara@er to the dif- 
cerning, who are naturally led to infer that the religion of 
fuch is fraudulence and deceit. What other fins would 
not fuch practife, provided they could be concealed? To 
make great pretentions to religion, and at the fame time to 
be deliberate in falfehood, in calumny and flander, is to 
make clear the outfide of the platter, ‘and leave thé infide 
full of ravening and wickednefis. 

If thofe who are the objects of their flander are blame- 
able, in unneceflarily circulating evil reports, they betray 
a want of that charity that thinketh no evil, and covereth 
a multitude of fins ; and if they wound the people of Chriit 
without a caufe, they wound Chrift himfelf ; for they that 
harm his peop le, touch the apple of his eve. | Not lefs ob- 
noxious to fociety are they, who, under the bafe counter- 
feit of friendihip, under flattering lips and a deceitful tongue, 
conceal enmity and diflruit; and who, on every conveni- 
ent opportunity, fhew their hatred in the moft malevolent 
infinuations: ‘* one {peaketh peaceably to his neighbour 
** with his mouth, but in his heart he layeth wait for. him.” 
Such characters deferve to be excluded from every religi- 
ous fociety, and fent among the foxes of the field. 

If fuch deceitful conduct, as I now reprobate, can be 
coniiftent with a flate of grace, what fiery trials muft men of 
that defcription come through before they leave this world. 
They may expeét to feel in the moil poighant manner, the 
Jaih of their own cenfures reverberate with encreafed feve- 
_Yity on themfelves. Like ferpents lurking in the way, they 
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grace can they pray, “ Lord forgive us our trefpaffes as we 
“ forgive them who trefpafs againft us,” when, not merely 
by circulating reports injurious to the characters of others, 
but by framing falfehoods, and taking advantage of every 
circumftance in their lives, they ftudy to fully their unble- 
mifhed reputation? Alas, how many call Chrift, Lord, Lord, 
who do not the things which he commands ! 

In reading thefe few refleétions, many will readily con- 
clude, that the writer of them has had fome perfons in his 
view: I acknowledge the pidture is drawn from life, and 
with a defign that thofe into whofe hands it may fall, and who 
are exhibited in it, may have fuch a view of themfelves, as 
may make them deteft the vices they now prattife. He 
who [peaks and writes at random has no claim to attention. 
He who fpeaks or writes in fuch a general manner, as to 
make no impreffion on the mind: that may lead to fome.ufe- 
ful enquiry, will have but a {mail fhare of fuccefs ; but to 
write or {peak fo plainly, that thofe who read or hear, may 
have an opportunity of making a particular application to. 
themfelves, will, at leaft, if it does no more, afford the au- 
thor this fatisfaétion, that he has done his duty, and that the 
objects of his reproof will be inexcufeable if they do not re- 
pent. That every one who reads this, and who is cenfu- 
red by it, may make as pointed an application of it to him- 
felfas if he heard Nathan faying to him, ‘ Thou art the 
man,” is the prayer of ADJUTOR. 





—- asp C23 Gia——— — 


THE FALLEN STATE OF MAN: 





E lately furveyed the blifsful height where once we 
ftood. We mult now behold the dreadful pit into 
which we are all funk. The human heart is a dark and deep 
abyfs, which we cannot fathom. Its veins and windings we 
are not fully able to difcover and diffect; even with the 
fearching knife of the diviné word. ‘ The heart is deceit- 
** ful above all things, and defperately wicked ; who can 
“know it?” However, we may fee enough of our finful 
ftate to confound our foolifh pride, and clofe for ever our 
boafting lips. We learn from unerring writ, that man in 
honour did not abide. His primeval glory foon departed. 
Ichabod is now written upon him in legible characters. His 
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His understanding is darkened. The God of this world 
has blinded his eyes. He is not only in the dark, but abfo- 
lute darknefs itfelf. In matters of rea} religion, he is fo i igno- 
rant, as not to know the fhadow from the fubitance, or the 
form from the power of godlinefs. He puts things for each 
other that eflentially differ. Light for darknefs ; bitter for 
{weet ; goodforevil, and evil for good. His memory is fo 
injured that it forgets what it fhould retain, and retains what 
it fhould forget. It recolleéts the injuries of men, and for- 
gets the mercies of God. ‘The remembrance of things tem- 
poral is ever prefent ; while that of God and Chrift, death 
and eternity, heaven and hell, only occurs fometimes: His 
reason, that noblefaculty, which exalts him fo far above the 
brute creation, and does great things for him in commerce, 
{cience, and politics, fails him in his refearches to difcover 
the origin of mifery ; as alfo, the nature of true felicity, 
with the way to its attainment. This humbling truth is 
clearly attefted, by clouds of learned philofophers, though 
without defign, in their multiplied and contradictory opini« 
ons concerning the chief good. Such is become the tolly 
of what proud men call reafon, that as Dr. Young fays, 
‘« She nurfes folly’s children as her own, fond of the fouleft.”” 
She has been known to exert her utmoft powers in direct 
oppofition to divine revelation. She has lifted up her voice, - 
even in behalf of vice and immorality. As to the wv//, alas! 
it isnot lefs refractory and rebellious againft God, than the 
underftanding is dark, and the memory treacherous with 
ref{pect to the things of God. The affections are. in a ftate 
equally difordered. The natural man is a lover of pleafure 
and the world mere than of God. He longs for what he 
fhould loathe, and delights in what he fhould deteft. He 
fears men, who can at moft only kill the body ; but he fears’ 
not God, who is able to deftroy both body: and foul im hell. 

His conscience, the beft of all his fallen powers, is fadly polu- 
ted.’ Suppofe it to be faithful to the light it has, yet it is 
often fo blind as'to fee very little ; and of courfe fo deaf as 
to hear little, fo dumb as to fay little. In fome itis feared 
as witha hotiron. Whenever it is alarmed in any, it feeks 
to be appeafed by improper applications. 

But we proceed to obferve, that while the fallen foul of 
man is void of all good, it is full of all evil. It is dreadful« 
ly fwollen with pride, vanity, and ambition. It is fadly in- 
fected with covetoufnefs, jealoufy, and impatience. It is 
replete with envy, hatred, and malice. It is the horrid 
abode of wrath and {loth. Revenge, diftra€tion, and dez« - 
{pair refide therein. Surely it isacage of unclean birds—a 
Vou. Il, 3A 
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followers. How dreadful the punifhment which feparates 
between men and the moft diftant hopes of happinefs ! The 
punifhment of pain and lofs, which even the terms hell, un- 
quenchable fire, and blackness of darkness for ever, &c. fail 
fully to exprefs ? ‘In this point of view, what a poor, difeaf- 
ed, deftitute, enflaved pitiful objec is fallen man! If in 
the midft of it he fancies himfelf well, ftill greater is the 
caufe of lamentation. Who that is raifed by the Redeemer 
from the ruins of the fall, would not fly to alarm his fellow 
men of their dreadful danger, and point them to the fafe 
and tried remedy. Such is the grand object of the Miffion- 
ary Society. Hail! holy brethren, in the face of every dif- 
couragement go forward. . The falvation of one foul will 
more than recompenfe all your labours. 
S. B. 


MISSIONARY EXTRACT. 
10 the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 


SIR, 


I WAS much ftruck with reading, very lately, Bifhop 
Hurd’s fermon before the Society for the propagation of 
the Gofpel in foreign parts. Though it was preached many 
yedrs before the Miffionary Society was eftablifhed, or 
even thought of: yet it feems fo appropriate, efpecially as 
coming froma dignitary of the eftablifhment, that I hope, the 
following quotation therefrom may be of ufe. 

‘The difficulties, the dangers, the diftreffes of all forts 
which muft be encountered by the Chriftian Mifionary, re- 
quire a more than ordinary degree of virtue, and will be on- 
ly fuftained by him, whom a fervent love of Chrift and the 
quickening graces of his Spirit have anointed, as it were, 
and confecrated to this arduous fervice. Then it is, that 
we have feen the faithful minifter of the word go forth with 
the zeal of an apoftle, and the conftancy of a martyr. We 
have feen him forfake eafe and affluence ; a competency, at 
leaft, and the ordinary comforts of fociety; and with the 
Gofpel in hig hand, and his Saviour in his heart, make his 
way through burning deferts and the howling wildernefs, 
braving the rage of climates, and all the inconveniences of 
long and perilous voyages ; fubmitting to the drudgery of 
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A {mall degree of attention to the converfation and con- 
duct of many who think themfelves (and whom we fhould 
be ready to think) improperly judged, were they not num- 
bered amongft the difciples of Chrift, would fuficiently 
prove the fact. The difhonour fuch bring upon their pro- 
feflion, and the injury they do themfelves, is not fmall. It 
would be eafy to point out the unhappy confequences that 
mutt neceflarily follow a difpofition of this kind ; but let the 
difhonour done to God, and the deftruétion of their own 
peace, fuffice. 

Now, I prefume, in order to chearful refignation to the 
divine will, there muft be, not only barely an acknowledg- 
ment of God’s hand in our concerns, but fuch an acknow- 
ledgment as arifes from a conviction of his love in ail he 
fuffers to befall us; an acknowledgment which arifes not 
only from the confideration of his chara@ter as a being of 
infinite perfections, but that thefe perfeétions are exercifed 
for our advantage ; not only that every circumflance is by 
the permifion and direGtion of Him who cannot act wrong ; 
but that every circumftance is particularly petenne and 
directed for our advantage, This I conceive to be the foun- 
dation of cheerful refignation to the divine will; and this is 
only realized by true believers in Jefus Chrift; and fo far 
as this is realized, there will be grateful acknowledgment, 
and chearful o bade: nce, as the neceffary confequences. 

By grateful acknowledgm nt, I mean thankfulnefs to 


God for ail he w ‘thcholds,, as weilas all he gives; that our 
fituations, callings and circumilan >; and that our poffef- 
fions, duties and fufferings, are jull what they are. By 


chearful obedience may ! e unde r food, a readinefs on all oc. 

cafions to do and fuffer the divine will, becaufe it is the di- 
vine will; and as the former implies cordial approbation of 
all God requires, fo this delights in the fulfilment of it. 

That this is the duty and privilege of the believer is cer- 
tain: that it is his duty, appears from his dependance on 
God for all that he receives, 

As God is a perfeét being, he cannot a¢t amifs: as he is 
afovereéign, he has aright to difpofe of the affairs of his 
creatures as he pleafes; as he is infinitely good, he wills, in 
all things, the happinefs of his people here, and their eternal 
blifs hereafter. 

That it is the Chriftian’s privilere, follows of courfe ; 
what is his duty is alfo his privilege; it is his privilege as it 
is his happinefs ; and we are fo far only truly happy as we 
are chearfully refigned to the divine will, As to be given 
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AN ESTIMATE OF THE CHRISTIAN CHARACTER. 


O afcertain the value of characters, we fhould be able 
to make out the principles, and their influence, by 
which fuch charaéters are formed : their principles, as they 
relate to the divine will; their influence, as they affect fo- 
ciety ; or in other words, their fentiments and views in the 
relation they bear to God, and the effects of thofe fentiment 
and views in the relation they bear to men. With refpeét 
to the former, we are certain it is the will and command of 
God that we fhould be humble, thankful, and holy : and 
thefe tempers of mind the principles of a Chriftian beget, 
nourifh, and perfect. By the knowledge of himfelf and of 
his God, he is able to difcern fomething affecting, and abi- 
dingly impreffive of the vaft difparity there is in every point 
of view, between a finful worm of earth, and the adorable 
Jehovah. This makes him feel little and worthlefs in his 
own account. And, while it ferves to reftrain and counter. 
act every temptation to be proud, and high-minded, and to 
difpute the right of his Maker to difpofe of him, and to act 
toward him as he pleafes; it has alfo a happy tendency to 
render him lefs affected by the appiaufe or cenfure of mor- 
tals, and lefs liable to be hurt by either. He knows he is 
nothing in himfelf but imperfe¢ction : and this is a reafon 
why he fhould fubmit to God, and be patient toward men : 
areafon which enters into his feelings, and is interwoven 
with all his religious fentiments : a reafon which he can no 
more diveft himfelf of, than he can ceafe to think. His 
principles muft infpire him with thankfulnefs ; for they ori- 
ginate in the knowledge of that mercy of God toward him 
which has paffed by others, and of which he deems himfelf 
the molt undeferving, and the moft unpromiiing fubject. 
He is fenfible he is faved by grace : taken into favour with 
God by the righteoufnefs and death of an exalted furety, 
provided and accepted forhim, He knows he is delivered 
from wrath through him: that the blood of his Prince was 
the purchafe of his ranfom ; and that by virtue gf this grace 
towards him, nothing fhall be allowed to befal him, which 
his reconciled Father will not render fubfervient to his good. 
His Saviour loved him and gave himfelf for him ; and de- 
clares, in confequence thereof, he fhall never perifh. And 
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which their tempers and practice may be fuppofed to juftify 
and confirm. ‘Their holy difpofitions and examples muft 
emit, like the fun, a facred brightnefs, excellent and glorious : 
and by another fimilitude, muit ferve to counteract that ten- 
dency to putrefaétion and defiruction, which is univerfally 
vifible in the principles and manners of men about us, _ 
The love of Chrift cannot live in the heart without the 
love of our neighbour for Chrift’s fake. This is the noble | 
and valuable characterillic of grace. It is that which can 
do all things, and bear all things for the good of another ; 
and that which makes the righteous more excellent than 
other men. It feeketh not her own, thiraketh no evil, and 
means and wifhes none. ‘The Chriftian, therefore, infpired 
therewith, is above ferving himfelf at the expence of ano- 
ther’s good or on the terms of another’s injury. The cun- 
ning and art ufually employed for this purpofe, enter not 
into his compofition and are denied by his principles and 
calling. His rejoicing is in acquifitions of a very different 
kind, to wit, in thofe of fimplicity, uprightnefs, and love. 
He need not feek to profit himfelf by circumvention, fraud, 
or over-reaching ; for his heavenly Father hath promifed 
him every thing needful without ; and his faith fupercedes 
the ufe of fuch practices, and his confcience and peace would 
be violated thereby. That frame of mind which confti- 
tutes him upright with God, will render him the fame to- 
wards men.—But love infpires pity, and pity, under the go- 
vernment and influence of truth and grace, will be directed 
toward every cafe of known diftrefs, whether of any enemy 
of friend. Hence a Chriftian is fet for the defence of the 
injured, and the relief of the afflicted. His Saviour com- 
miferated and helped him in trouble, and has fet him an 
example that he fhould follow his fteps. He confiders the 
exigent and needy as having a legal claim upon him for. 
fome ufe of what the Lord his God has lent him with that _ 
view, whether it be little or more: and to with-hold from 
the poor and afflicted he is taught is to rob and to deny his 
Maker. ‘The fame principle which infpires compaffion and 
tendernefs will make him ready to forgive. He has had 
much forgiven ‘himfelf, and it would be criminal in him to 
be backward to thew the fame kindnefs to others.—But a 
good man will guide his affairs with difcretion ; he is ever 
merciful and lendeth. Hence the Chriftian will be induf- 
trious and frugal, temperate and prudent, that he may be 
able to give to all their due, and be generous and charitable 
therewith ; to owe no man any thing, but to love:—In a 
Vor. II. 3B 
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THE RIGHTEOUS MORE EXCELLENT THAN 
HIS NEIGHBOUR. 








REFLECTIONS ON 1 CHRON. 





iv. 9, 10. 





“ And Jabez was more honourable than his Brethren,” Ee, 





T is impofible to fay whether the life of a Chriftian ought 
molt to abound with praver, or praife—with prayer tor 
mercies needed, or praife for bleffings imparted ; they are 
graces which ought never to be feparated; ‘in every thing, 
“‘ by prayer and fupplication, with thankfgiving, let your re- 
* quefls be made known unto God.”—The believer’s cir- 
cumftances in this life, are never fo z//, but he has much to 
be thankful for, nor fo we//, but he has many wants to be 
fupplied ; and for thefe fuppiies, the Lord will be fought 
unto, and enquired of by his people. 

To thofe who are unacquainted with the plague of their 
own hearts, and therefore, fubt{titute the form tor the pows 
er of religion, it may feem unneceffary that the duty of pray- 
er thould be fo earneftly and repeatedly inculcated upon the 
“dif. iples of Jefus ; but thofe who feel their awful backward. 
nefs to engage in that high and holy privilege, will thank- i | 
fully accept every well meant hint upon {> important a | 
point. With a view to this, as there is fomething in exam- | 
ple. which is calculated to {trike the mind with peculiar 

orce, let us attend to the fubject before us, and fuggett 
a few thoughts as they offer themfelves for our coniide- 
ration. 

The very name of this diftinguifhed perfon is fignificant, 
Jabez, “ A child of sorrow”—a name, not only applicable 
to him, but to all the degenerated pofterity of Adam ; 
*¢ Man is born totrouble, as the {parks fy upward.”—But 
it is a circumftance which the Holy Ghoft hath thought 
proper to record that this expreflive name was given him 
by his Mother, “ becaufe fhe bare him with forrow.” — 
Doubtiefs her defign herein was to fet up a grateful Ebene- 
zer to that goodnefs, which not only brought to the birth, 
but gave {trength to bring forth; and probably to be a me- 
morial to her beloved fon, of the duty which he owed to her 
who had fuffered fo many pangs on his account, and of 
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God of power, to protect and keep me. (Ifaiah xii. 10,) 
As a God of providence, to fupply me. (Pfalm civ. 27, 28.) 
And as a God of grace, to fanétify and biefs me. (Phil. iv. 
19.) O that thou wouldef aifo “keep me irom evil, that it 
“may not grieve me.” —- What an holy jealoufy had this ami- 
able character over his own heart! Confcious of much re- 
maining corruption Within, of much abounding evil around, 
him, and taught of his God to know that it is not of man that 
walketh to direét his own fteps, or keep his own heart, he 
betakes himfelf to his God with humility. Happy the man 
who is bleffed with fuch tendernefs of confcience, who, in- 
{tead of verging to the extreme of his liberty, fhuns the very 
appearance of evil, divinely enabled to engage the guidance 
and protection of Omnipotence, by the powerful plea of be- 
lieving prayer.—Such was the charaster of Jabez. 

This Ifraelite, like his great progenitor, was not only a 
pleader, buta prevailer with the Lord. ‘God granted him 
** that which he requested.” Nor fhall it ever be faid that 
praying breath is loft. 


* Does not the word ftiil fix’d remain, 
‘¢ That none fhall feek His face in vain.” 


Yes !—the Lord may delay, put he willnever deny thofe 
bleffings to his children, which are for his glory to grant, or 
for their good to enjoy. “Look unto the generations of 
‘¢ old, and fee if ever any trufted in God and were confound- 
“ed.” —* Open thy mouth wide, faith the God of Love, and 
‘¢] will fill it.”°—-What then my reader is thy petition, and 
what is thy requeft? Does fin lie heavy on thine heart ?— 

Do fierce and fiery temptations affault thy foul ?—Are thine 
inbred corruptions l:ke a mighty torrent, ready to over- 
whelm thee ?—Do doubts and fears deprefs thy {pirits >—Or, 
art thou finking under the preflure of temporal affitions? 
—Remember, Jefus is flill on his throne, and ftill it flands 
on record in the faithful word, ‘‘Call upon me in the day 
“ of trouble, and I will deliver thee, and thou fhalt glorify 
“ me.—Tarry rete then, the Lord’s laifare: be ftrong, and 
**he fhall comfort thine heart; wait, I fay, upon the Lord.” 


ji Ack, 





BSy—_! au YyjIM 9g puDy aulYy? 19T,, ‘puy  ,"2u a10}3q 
JO} YeY Noy. yoIYA sovA oy) unA Av FY IByp pue souced 
“Ip s9qvaa3 yt yeyp ‘adoy Aur usqySt1q ‘aaoy LUI YBTA [NOF 
Aw usarua ‘yzrey Au ajeasour £ ajdoad pur aynes Aq} opoem 
-0} pue ‘soy, SpseMO} JIvaY hut aSivjua pso"T Os “24h? 
ut Survey jou yt svAq = *a0"1S AyX Jo sSuyjayq so9yot4 9y3 OF 
9IGSIIFIL YITM ‘Je aaoqe ‘nq he stu esa ayy syody 
“31 11 se Aysuaet jou ,,‘sysv09 hut aSanjua y, “ng ‘aypreajy IY 
SIU} pry ..‘poopur 9W sfaqq Noyy op Ayuo joNT,, ‘aaguoyaad 
“woo pu ao1oyo st 49Avad sty jo saqyeu ay ‘uorjiod jeu 
-1939 puv Surdysney Aw se ‘Surayi ut sayz Aolua inq “sano Aey 
jeroady Au jo ayvjaed Ayuo jou Av y yy) ./ PIapul IU 28/9 yy 
g8apjNom NOY2 JDYI Oy, “UoLwAope siy jo Walqo snois0}9 oy} 
sayjouppe oy PGs Gem Woksag Ajoy 9y) Ye —,,j ANOIA 5, 
“tig & pas ‘pory youl ve ‘aw apyaq ouou st esau pu *PO*) »5 
wiv J ‘10f “quee ati JO spud oy} [ye Spoary 94 aq pur ‘out 0}7,, 
“uN yoo’yT ,, ‘prey yyey OM SuLPT 07 U2A9—}jULUIAO, UI poy 
V—,JaIvlJ] JO pory ay Z,, ‘y9efqo sadoad pur an Aao ayy 
0} pajuajoid sem aaXvid sy faasajqg  ,,‘aue aaar4d you how,, 
#2 yoy) “1a9 woLf au daay ysapjnom. noy2 yoy pub ‘au yjImM.,, 
29 1ySim puvy ary, joys puv Gsv00 hu asanjua puo ‘paep,, 
“Ul aut ssaqg ysapjnom. noy) qoYy1 CE ‘Surhvs ‘javasy fo poy 2Yy7,, 
uodn payor ayy,, *sadvad yo uvute sem sy yeyn ‘st Szoqef 
jO 1999eIvYyd ‘oY soUsIMSurytip Ayar~nonsed yorym yeu T, 
*sJoUJNOIIYS1A sly Ul PIeXa 19Aa JOJ Aq 03 AT[euYy pure 
—sAva siy at 99uvua}UNOD sy jo W811 oyy Lofua or—aSeut 
$,1IWI9PIy oy 1v9q Oy—aoeIF siy jo aaaiod Sunessuages 
ou} souatedxa. OI—,,AJUO por) Wor YI@WOD YITY A Anouoy 5, 
JVI ,, 19978 ordye 03 Saapeor AW GQ ‘snoniquie og ; Noy Aut 
© ‘way snonique sg  ,,‘e3v pyo st agi] paxjodyun ue pur,, 
‘uvwi ojun arey Aard ou st wopyia yng ‘sivdA Jo Joquinu,, 
Aq poanyeow st yey} sou ‘aur jo y8usq ut yopury yorya,, 
VY} 10U SI ade s]quinouoP ,, avoy snoinerais v yo uonewiys 
ayy url “soy (fat UTM MOLIOF OU YJOPpL pure ‘YydIA YaqeuW,, 
auoye Suyjaqq syoym,, ‘urpy JO anOAry ay? YA peayIns 
“aryip Apuourus oF sem ay Saynvsag Inq ‘saouLyuNA19 je1od 
-Ul3} STY JO JUNODD¥ UO faUINzoad I . Aqpe JOU ,.°UdsYJI4g STY,, 
Uys aqvénouoy I40u svar ayy, “Gvyr ‘prey stu zoeqef JO 
(MOItIexa sy 0} uoNsodosd Syoypuejour 
v sivoq Apuanbary uray) Jo oaeuy sit ‘Auvajuod ay) uo ‘ayziy Jo 
anOl10} pue saau> oy Whoa} uonduiaxa ou S19jUO9 SjauvaI3 
UPWINET 5, “Geyy ‘aouotsadxa sprep Aq 1ySnv aq ynut Zaqef 
‘a4nJVU ANO 3yv} 0} papusrjapuos yor!yg Ayusavay ayy YoY 
ut ‘yepnf jo oqiiy, paanoary ApySiy oy) wos papuasjop 
y8noy) 10j—348no.1g usaq pey oY YOrUA OJUL PpIOA [nyuy 
oy) ysnoiyy oSeyed sry ur sajunosua 0} yodxe you oy ym 


( ose ) 








( 383 ) 


verge of Jordan to exclaim, We have waited for thy salvation, 
O Lord. 

O my foul, canft thou claim an intereft in the covenant of 
God? What innumerable obligations art thou laid under— 
to Jove him in fincerity and truth—to cleave unto him with 
full purpofe ef heart—to serve him in the Gofpel of his Son 
—and, finally, to follow him without the Camp, bearing 
fhame and reproach for his name fake. Thus wilt thou 
prove thy felf an Ifraclite indeed ; and God, the God of Lrael, 
fhall give thee his bleffing. T. H. 
Alfred’s-stone, near Lewes, Sussex. 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE PLEASURES AND AD. 
VANTAGES OF VITAL GODLINESS ; 






In a Dialogue between Phileman and Theophilus. 






To the Reader. 






“* HE common civilities of life require, that when flran- 

gers are introduced into our company, we fhould have 
{ome information refpecting their names and charaéters ;— 
as I am about to introduce two vifitors to thee, it is proper 
that I fhould comply with this eftablifhed cuftom, and [ 
truft, at the clofe of the vifit, thou wilt have no reafon to if 
regret the interview. Philemonis an aged, honourable and yi 
deeply experienced Chriftian, whofe happinefs it was to be’ | 
favingly called by the grace of the Holy Spirit in his early: 
youth, and though time has fhed his filver froft on his ve- 
nerable head, his heart fill glows with all the holy fervour 
of his early profeffion, and, with that generous pleafure 
which is only known to a gracious heart, rejoices unfeign- 
edly in the falvation of finners and the profperity of his tel- 
low-faints ; hence, it was with a fincere pleafure that he faw 
the dawnings of divine grace on the foul of Theophilus, a 
modeft amiable youth, who was much perfecuted by his 
father on account of his religious profeflion. To the affec- 
tionate admonitions of Philemon, young Theophilus was 
peculiarly attentive, and to him as his kind inftructor, he 
freely unbofomed his very foul. In a former vifit he had 
given Philemon an affecting account of his father’s conduct 
in oppofing his fpiritual progrefs, and, therefore, his aged 
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and to exalt him to all the bleflednefs of eternity; and this, 
not as the reward of his fervices or fufferings, but as the 
free beftowment of unmerited favour. 

Phil, The account you have given me is both fatisfa@or 
and pleafing—and you may reft aflured, that none ever ar 
or fhall thus truft in the Lord and perilh. Your beginning, 
my young friend has been hopeful, and I truft, through di- 
vine grace, your reftfhall be glorious. I would fay to you 
in the words of an ancient fervant of God, “ Goon, and the 
*¢ Lord be with thee.” 

Theoph. Your kind advice, on all occafions, demands my 
grateful acknowledgments, and it would confiderably add 
to the obligations which you have laid me under, if you 
would favour me with your views of that animating paflage, 
1. Tim. iv. 8. in which the apoftle affirms, that ‘ Godlinefs 
“¢ is profitable unto all things, having promife of the life that 
“¢ new is, and of that which is to come.” 

Phil. The cordial regard which I feel for your prefent 
and eternal happinefs, my Theophilus, urges me toa cheer 
ful compliance with your requeft ; I will, thereforc, freely 
offer fuch thoughts upon the fubject as may be fuggefted to 
my mind. Let us firft confider what the characterduppofes. 
We read of fome in the days of the Apoftle, who had the 
form of godlinefs, without the power, and I fear there are 
but too many of fuch characters in our day, and this is a de- 
Jufion again{t which we cannot too carefully guard. A good 
old puritan writer has given us a fhort definition of true god, 
linefs, by calling it ** God-lékeness””—and it may be proper- 
ly applied to the character, for a godly man is quickened 
and made alive to God, by the regencrating power of his 
Holy Spirit. Like the refl of mankind by nature, he bore 
the image of the earthly Adam, but divine grace -hath 
ftamped upon his foul the image of the fecond Adam, the 
Lord from heaven. He is one whofe heart and feet are 
turned to God, and he delights to walk in his ways. The 
word, ordinances, and houfe of God, are dear to his foul. 
eee cordially loves the image of God i in others, where- 
ver he finds it, and the people of the Lord are, in his 
eftimation, the excellent of the earth, with whom he de- 
lights to enjoy communion and fellowhhip, with the Father 
and with his fon Jefus Chrift. In the concerns of life he is 
one who fets the Lord befere him, and aéts i in, the relations 
he has to fill, “* as seeing him that is invisible.” Ina word, 
he is an objet of the everlafling love of God, a fubjeét of 
the grace of God, an heir of God, and a joint heir with 

Vou. IL. 3C 
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© Behold the heir of heav’nly blifs! 

His foul is fill’d with confcious peace ! 
A fteady faith, fubdues his fear; 

He fees the happy Canaan near. 


“His mind is tranquil and ferene, 
No terrors ir his looks are feen; 

His Saviour’s {mile difpels the gloom, 
And fmooths his paiiage to the tomb.” 


4. The conquefts obtained by true godlinefs, juftify the 
affertion of the apoftle. ‘lhe laurels of a Cefar are weeds, 
compared with thofe of the man, who, {trong in the power 
of God, is enabled to overcome fin and felf,.to brave the ma- 
lice and rage of Satan and the world, to overcome death, 
and look beyond the grave, not only with refignation, but 
with triumph. 

Theoph. ‘Thanks to my beloved Philemon for the views 
which he has given me of the prefent pleafures and advan- 
tages of godlinefs. I amconflrained to fay, ‘* Let me die 
“the death of the righteous, and let my laft end be like 
“nt” 

Phil. That wifh is acommendable one, fo far as it goes, 
but it does not go farenough. I truft, grace hath taught you 
to defire the /ife, as well as the death of the righteous; for, 
’tis in vain that we with for the holy enjoyments which are 
referved in heaven for the faints of God, unlefs our fouls are 
regenerated and fanéctified by the Holy Spirit in the prefent 
ftate. 

Theoph. True, my valued friend, and I truft what the 
Lord hath joined together, we fhould not defire to feparate. 
But, you have hitherto only taken a view of the advan 
of true godlinefs on this fide the river; the fubje& no 
our attention beyond the prefent ftate, and affures u 
godlinefs hath promife of the life that is to come. 

Phil, tc is but very little that the beft and brighteft of 
God’s people in this militant ftate, know of the glories of a 
future world, for what mortal can defcribe, what eye hath 
not feen, nor ear heard, nor hath even entered into the 
heart of man to conceive. There is a fourfold view givea 
us inthe Scriptures of the felicities of the heavenly world, 
which includes all that I am capable of comprehending con- 
cerning it. 

1. That the bleffed inhabitants of that holy ftate, behold 
the smiling face of Fesus without a vail; hence, the apoftle 






fays, ‘*We know, that when he fhall appear, we fhall be | 


“ike Him, for we fhall fee him as he is;” and again, 
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ally to the whole houfehold of faith, looking for the mercy 


of God unto life eternal, not as a profitable fervant, but as 
a pardoned finner. ‘Thus, my Theophilus, may we go for- 
ward, until grace is confummated in glory, until we meet 
to part no more, to ‘ behold the King in his beauty, and 
eternally enjoy that land, which is yet afar off.” 

Having now introduced thee, my reader, to the company 
of my two friends, before I bid thee farewell, let me put one 
plain, put important queftion to thy confcience. What doft 
thou think of the fubject they have been difcuffing? Can 
the flavery of fin and Satan, or the empty pleafures of the 
world, afford enjoyments, or lead to comforts like theirs ¢ 
If thou art capable of ferious thought, I know thou wilt 
anfwer, No! ‘Then, let me add another queftion.—Art 
thou acquainted with their Mafter!—What doft thou think 
of Chriit? Doft thou fay, He is to thee a// and in all !—if 
fo, I blefs God on thy behalf. Or art thou as yet a ftranger 
to Him ?—Then it is not yet twe late to feek Him. “ Afk, 
** and thou fhalt receive—feek, and thou fhalt find—knock, 
‘‘and the door of mercy fhall be opened untothee.” So 
fhalt thou fay, from happy experience, thatthe ways of God 
are ways of pleafantnefs, and all his paths are peace. And 
with thine heart join the bleffed Apoftle in his teflimony, 
that ‘* Godlinefs is profitable unto all things, having pro- 


mife of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.” 
Kk, 
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AN ORIGINAL LETTER | 
From a German Divine to the late Rev. G. Whitfield. 





MY DEAR SIR, 









HE Lord is my ftrength, and my fortrefs, and my re- 
fuge inthe day of affliction. This I experience asa 

follower and minifter of Jefus ; and this I experienced when 

I was in the cruel hands of the Coflacks. Of myfelf lam } 

incapable of thinking or doing any thing in the leaft degree 

pleafing to God, but he enables me to will and to do of his 
good pleafure, and through Chrift nothing is too hard for 

me. The knowledge of my infufficiency humbles me, it | 

proves the beft antidote againft fpiritual pride, it flirs me 

up to lay hold on the Lord Jefus, as a weak child lays hold 
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to my houfe. Theydemanded ducats, I brought them all 
I had, but not being fatisfied, they infifted on more, and 
when [I told them I had concealed nothing, one of them. 
drew his fword, and declared he would inftantly kill me: 
but God was my falvation, he restrained their rage. They 
then tied my feet, threw me down and whipped me with 
great feverity, and as they could not get any thing more 
from me, they took their horfes and forced me to run alon 
with them, intending to kill me in the fields. In the midft 
of all this, I was not afraid, my mind was compofed and 
happy, for [ knew in whom I had believed, and was affu- 
red he would not fuffer me to fall by the hands of thefe 
wicked men. I was feft at liberty to returnhome, where 
I found confiderable damage had been done. I loft three 
horfes, and therefore could not plough my ground, which 
is of much confequence to me, as my little farm is my prin- 
cipal fupport. My whole lofs, amounts to upwards of three 
hundred dollars. A great fum to me !—Unbelieving anx- 
iety often fays, ** What fhall we eat? What fhall we drink ? 
“« what fhall we put on?” But Chrift bids me not to be care- 
ful, and promifes that all thefe things fhall be added unto 
me ; and here I reft, for his word is truth. He feeds the 
birds of the air, and clothes the lilies of the field, from 
whence I conclude that he will not let the man who makes 
him his confidence perifh in want. I have often heard you 
fay, that when reduced to the greateft ftraights in your 
temporal circumftances, the Lord has appeared for you, 
that he has not only difappointed your fears, but far exceed- 
ed your wifhes; this greatly enlarges my confidence in his 
providence, for what he has done for you, he can, he will 
do for me, though “‘ /ess than the least of all saints.” Dear 
Sir, continue to fymphathife, continue your prayers for us. 
When at the throne of grace remember the poor affliéted 
Germans ; be affured you are not forgotten here. And as 
your laft letter was a fource of great confolation to me and 
my wile, we requeft as a fingular favour, that you will write 
again foon. 
Your’s, with the greateft regard and leve. 
Deciz, Fune, 20, 1760. JOHN DANIEL NOHT. 
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Not to be difcompofed by any circumftance of cafual difor 
der in our affemblies, not to be awed by luperiority, not to 
be daunted by appearances of prejudice and enmity ; but 
with readinefs to improve fudden occurrences, and in a word, 
to maintain dominion over all that is prefumptuous on the 
one hand, or flavifh on the other; this is self- -possession. 
And as you confider the attainment of it fo important to 
your ufefulnefs and happineds, I intreat your devout atten- 
tion to the fubfequent rules, which I drew up for my own 
ufe, and in the application of which, I have reaped fome 
confiderable advantages, 

Much mutt neceflarily depend upon a proper choice of sub- 
jes. To be happy in the work of the miniftry we thould 
beware of texts requiring an extent of comprehenfion, 
and a critical accuracy of difcuffion, to which we are not 
adequate. Young preachers fhould be particularly atten+ 
tive to this rule; and not Jegin their courfe, as it is too 
common, with the Songs of Solomon, and the Revelations 
of John. 

Whatever doétrine may become the fubje& of our pul+ 
pit difcuffions, we mult satisf/y ourselves that we enter into 
the spirit of its meaning, that we clearly see the various 
parts of which it is composed, its connexion, dependencies and 
application. How thould we poflefs ourfelves in preach- 
ing, when we are uncertain whether the foundation we 
lay is fufficient to fupport the fuperftructure we defign to 
raife? 

In the commercial world, men become confident as 
they grow rich. So it is in our holy calling. As by read- 
ing, and ftudy, and prayer, we increase our literary and 
theological qualifications ; as we accumulate mental and 
devotional treafures, we fhall rife fuperior to fear and anx- 
iet 

The judicious colleEion and arrangement of materials for 
the fpiritual building demand unremitted exertion and care. 
It is not enough that we are well furnifhed, our furniture 

muft be fet in order. ‘ Becaufe the preacher was wife, he 
ftill taught the people knowledge ; yea, he gave good heed, 
and souGut ovum, and fet inorpER. He fought to find out 
acceptable words,” therefore his tongue was as the pen of 
aready writer, and his words * like goads, and nails faften- 
ed by the matter of affemblies.” 

Let us aim at nothing in preaching to which our natural 
powers, and providential endowments are not equal. Res 
member the fable of the fifh, who, not content with his na- 
tive element, afked for wings that he might foar like a bird 

Vex. Il. 3D 
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and glory of the Lord Jefus? Perfuaded that all is well with 
me for eternity, I fhall go to his fervice poffe fing myfelf 
in fupreme love to him, and in compaffion to the fouls of 
men. 

Impartially examine your motives and aims. If when you 
find your fpirits difcompofed, if when you walk in darknefs, 
and have no light, you can with fincerity appeal to the om- 
niprefent Head of the church, that all other confiderations 
are abforbed in the defire of enlarging the bounds of his 
empire, you will ftillexereife a fteady confidence in him, 
and enjoy the peace which paffeth underftanding. 

Cultivate a deeper acquaintance with the word of God. 
Every day commit fome portions of it to memory. Become, 
as far as poffible, a living concordance. The increafing 
knowledge of, and an increafing familiarity wth, the facred 
writings, muft be of incalculable importance to felf. poffefion 
in preaching. Here is an inexhauttible treafure to which 
we may apply in all our times of difficulty and need. 

We must interest our own souls in all the truths we deliver 
to others. A wife and good preacher does not ac? a part 
before the people ; he fpeaks to them from the abundance of 
his heart, on fubjects he £nows to be infinitely interefting. 
The more folicitous we are to feel and enjoy the doctrines 
of our miniftry in our ftudies, the greater liberty and comfort 
will be ours when we draw near to God with our congrega- 
tions. 

Always pray before you engage in ministerial labours. 
This is the moft certain way of fecuring compofure of mind 
and freedom of utterance. Prayer, in this connexion, is 
going to receive inftructions and affiftance from God, with- 
out whom wecandonothing. Plutarch, {peaking of Pericles, 
fays, ‘“‘Such was his folicitude about his public orations, 
that before he addreffed the people, he always offered upa 
prayer to the gods, that nothing might efcape him unawares, 
unfuitable to the fubjeét on which he was to {peak.” 

To poflefs ourfelves in preaching, we must be anxious to 
obtain, and watchful to secure, purity of conscience—a cone 
{cience void of offence, both towards God and towards man. 
If a preacher’s confcience is not his friend, he muft be the 
flave of inward fhame and confufion in the duties of his 
profeffion. 

Our pleafure in difpenfing the word of life, is very eonsi- 
derably dependant on our freedom from pecuniary embarras« 
ments, from worldly folicitudes, and domeftic feuds. We, 
above all men, fhould guide our affairs with difcretion, 
fhould diveft ourfelves of inordinate earthly care, and guard 
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{miles to animate us, his omnipotence to proteét and invigos 
rate us, his fulnefs to enrich us, and an immortal crown to 
reward us when we have finifhed our courfe. Our preach- 
ing will be delightful to us indeed, when we lofe fight of every 
thing in man but his falvation, and when we can fee all in * 
the character of Chrift that is worthy of our prefent con- 
fidence, or effential to our final glory. 

When I fat down to write I had no intention of entering 
fo fully into the fubjeét of your requeft; but as I could not 
difpenfe with any of the particulars that have occurred to 
me as unimportant or foreign, and am perfuaded that you 
will receive the whole as a tribute of my concern for your 
abounding profperity and happinefs in the work of the Lord, 
I fhall make no apology. Believe me your affeCtionate 
friend, v P. 


——_—— @ aa 


ADDRESS FROM THE DIRECTORS OF THE MISSIONARY SO. 
CIETY TO A CANDIDATE FOR MISSIONARY LABOURS. 


CHRISTIAN BROTHER, 


b. Pee have expreffed to us your defire of being employed 
by the Miffionary Society, to inftrucét the Heathen in 
the knowledge and fervice ofGod. The office of Miffionary 
js of great importance, and of great labour, and calls efpeci- 
ally for a heart much crucified to worldly expectations, and 
deeply devoted to the promotion of the divine glory. It is 
our duty, in faithfulnefs to the interefts of our Saviour’s 
kingdom, and to your own foul alfo, to recommend you to 
examine with great ferioufnefs, what are your motives, what 
your qualifications, and what your expectations, in engaging 
in this work; for unlefs you are actuated by right views, 
you may prove incompetent to its duties, faint under its dif- 
ficulties, and thus bring difhonour on the name of Chrift, 
and injure his facred caufe. Count then the coft, and efti- 
mate your ftrength, before you enter upon this warfare, 
Be not hafly in your determination, but when your refolution 
is deliberately formed, perfevere therein, and be faithful 
unto death.— What then were your inducements to offer 
yourfelf to this work? Were your paffions excited by the fo- 
lemnitv of our public fervices, or the perufal of our ad- 
drefles? Were you actuated by the confideration, that the 
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Examine alfo into the nature of your expedtations in the 
difcharge of the Mifionary office. It is very neceffary that 
your ideas, in this refpect, fhould be well regulated, other- 
wife you might be liable to painful difappointments,. which 
would greatly difcourage you, and perhaps induce you to 
withdraw from it, by which means you would not only in- 
volve yourfelf in deferved difgrace, but alfo be refponfible 
for the injury which the facred caufe itfelf would fultain 
through your means. 

What then are your expectations in refpec to fuccefs? 
You may, probably, have’ felt fo powerfully the impreffion of 
the Gofpel on your own heart, and have feen its influence 
alfo around you in fo great a degree, as to lead you to con- 
ceive that, as foon as its glad tidings are made known to the 
Heathen, they will embrace the welcome meflage, and turn 
from their dumb idols to the fervice of the living God. 
Your imagination may have reprefented to you great and 
wonderful effects attending your miniftry, miracles of con- 
verting grace accompanying your evangelical progrefs. 
Churches formed in different diftri€ts, and Hofannahs re- 
founding in every direGtion. It is doubtlefs the province of 
Him, with whom is the refidue of the Spirit, to determine 
the meafure of your fuccefs. If it fhould prove abundant, 
we fhall partake of your joy; and it is not for us to limit 
the Holy One of Ifrael. Neverthelefs, Brother, this has 
not been the ufual mode of the divine procedure fince the 
firft ages of the Chriftian Church. You will moft likely 
have to wait long for the precious fruits of your fpiritual 
hufbandry. The Miffiionaries from the United Brethren 
laboured in Greenland with unwearied perfeverance for 
about feven years before the leaft effect was apparent: 
againft hope they believed in hope; being ftrong im faith 
they gave glory to God; and when their patience had had 
its perfe&t work, the feafon of refrefhing from the prefence 
of the Lord arrived, the power of the crofs was felt in the 
hearts of many finners, and Chriftian Churches were formed, 
whofe faith and purity ,/have long been a praife throughout 
the earth. Arm yourfelves, therefore, with the fame mind. 
Do not expofe yourfelf to difcouragement by premature ex- 
pe€ations.—The low ftate of, intelleét in which you will 
find the Heathen, the indifference and ftupidity which they 
difcover refpeting fpiritual fubjeéts, as well as the levity of 
their difpofition, and their rooted attachment to their cruel 
and idolatrous cuftoms, would very much difhearten you, if 
you were aot previoufly prepared to expect them. This 
sircumftance, however, fhould not relax but invigorate your 
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and the fuitable employment of time. You are to inftruct 
them efpecially in the cultivation of their foil, in the erec« 
tion of their habitations, in the conftruction of their boats, 
and in the art of converting the productions of their coun- 
try into articles of decent apparel. It is by thefe means 
your influence among them is to be promoted, and your 
ufefulnefs encreafed.—In this way they may be graduaily 


-refcued from their pernicious courfes, which arife princi- 


pally out of their wild and uncivilized flate, and from the 
want of a regular and ufeful fy{tem of moderate labour t 
thus they will be prepared to attend to religious inftruction, 
and its influence upon them preferved and protected from 
the fatal infection of Heathenifh manners. Confider, there- 
fore, Brother, whether you are difpofed to this feif-denying 
procefs, this courfe of ative fervice, and whether you are 
fitted for performing its duties—if not, we recommend that 
you fhould abftain irom this engagement Uil you have re- 
ceived inflruction in fome of théfe or other equally necef- 
fary qualifications. 

It is probable you may feel a difpofition to embark in 
this undertaking in the way of experiment, and may con- 
clude, that after you have made the trial, and gratified 
your curiofity, an opportunity may be embraced of relin- 
quifhing the employment, and returning to your country 
and friends. If thefe fhould be your reilections, be fo faith- 
ful to us and to the caufe of Chrift among the Heathen, as 
to avow them beforehand : the work is iar too facred to be 
entered upon with fo light a mind, and fo unfteady a pur- 
pofe. He who puts his hands to the Mifiionary plough, 
ought not to look back, but confider that perfeverance in the 
work, is our jutt expe@ation and his incumbent duty. Cir- 
cumftances may indeed arife, in which it may be allowable 
to relinquifh the appointed ftation : put the reafons mutt be 
fatistactory, and the neceflity i imperious. 

It is poffible you may entertain falfe ideas of indepen- 
dence, and have been led to expect that you fhall not be 
placed under any fuperior controul ; but, Brother, a fpirit 
of infubordination would be extremely prejudicial to the 
fuccefs of your important labours, as well as to the in- 
terefts of your own foul.. To be fubject one to another, 


-and to be clothed with humility, is among the firft of quali- 


fications. We think it neceflary, therefore, to {tate to you 
that, during the voyage the decifions of the Captain, and 
Superintendant of the Miffion, fhould be fubmited to with 
cheerfulnefs. \ It will be the duty of each individual zea- 
Vou. IL. 3E 
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Providence may not have defigned you for this line of duty ; 
and it is far better that you fhould decline in time than re- 
pent of your engagement, or withdraw from your ftation af- 
ter you have entered upon it. 

If the Miffionary office pre- -fuppofes fuch difficulties and 
dangers ; if it demands a {pirit fo entirely fubdued to world- 
ly expectations, it may be enquired what are the real in- 
ducements to undertake it?) We reply, then, that the mo- 
tives which infpire a true-hearted Miifionary are facred and 
highly important ; ; being greatly mortified in his aitections 
to fublunary interefls, his elevated faith is fixed upon a 
higher mark ; in the [pirit of facrifice, he goes forth and. 
per tfeveres unwearied in his arduous courfe, looking for no 
other requital to himfelf, in this life, thaa an inward peace 
arifing from the hope of the divine approbation. Yet the 
fame views which induced the Apoliies and Martyrs to 
encounter dangers and death, and which animated even 
the Son of God when he endured the Crofs, and defpifed 
the fhame, actuate his mind. He perceives that the hu- 
man Face are involved in tranfgreflion, and haftening to de- 
ftruction, and his benevolent heart prompts him to attempt 
to refcue them from ruin, and raife them to purity and im- 
morial happinefs ; and his zeal and fidelity are accompanied, 
even in the prefent ftate, with the moft refined fatisfaGtion. 
Who ever heard that the courfe of a faithful Miffionary was 
unattended with this {piritual joy ? Which of them, at the 
clofe of life, ever expreffed their regret that they had been 
confecrated to this fervice?—The precious witnefs within 
themfelves has been a {pring of facred confolation ; and al- 
though, like their divine Mafter, the world has defpifed 
them, yet fuperior f{pirits witnefs aad approve their faithful 
labours ; but their principal motives relate to futurity, and 
their great expectations are transferred to the invifible ftate; 
their minds anticipate the period of their Saviour’s triumph, 


‘and in the day when he fhail come to be glorified in his 


faints, they hope to form a part of his retinue, to receive 
from his lips the applauding fentence, and from his hand 
the unfading crown. 
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THOUGHTS ON EPHESIANS. ii. s. 
“* By Grace are ye saved.” 


; AN by nature is guilty, loft and polluted, without 

power to help himfelf, or will to be helped; de- 
nraved in every part, and under the condemnation of an 
holy and juft law, which he has violated. Much need not 
be advanced to prove this—An Evangelical Apoftle declares 
that, “all have finned, and come thort of the glory of 
** God.” And the Royal Pfalmift afferts, “‘ there is none 
** righteous ; no, not one.” 

The human mind has formed many devices to extricate 
mankind. from this deplorable condition ; fome have en- 
deavoured to merit pardon by around of duties and good 
works ; others, to do all they can, and tfuft to Chrift to 
make up the deficiency ; but it bas all proveda “ bed too 
‘* {hort, and a covering too narrow :” and if we examine the 
word of God, we fhall clearly perceive how totally impof- 
fible it is for us to-perform any thing good. ‘ When £ 
** would do good,” {ays the apattle, “ evzlis present with me, 
“ 7 see another law in my members warring against the law 
“of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of 
“¢ sin.” Our falvation cannot be effected either in whole or 
in part by works, but by rich, fovereign and invincible grace 
alone, for “ by grace we are saved through faith.” 

The operations of the Spirit of God are free and fo- 
vereign. God is no refpecter of perfons, he delights ta fave 
the vileft of the vile: he beflows his grace on thofe only 
who feel their need of it, he receives a Magdalen.and a 
dying thief into his favour, while thofe who are proud of 
their own works, and entertain high thoughts of themfelves, 
he paffes by, 

When a finner is firft called by divine grace, he is con- 
vineed of the evil nature of fin, that he is condemned b 
the law of God, he feels his fins as a heavy burden, he 
groans under their weight. God appears in all his terrible 
majefly without one ray of mercy beaming from his throne : 
but when the divine Spirit appears, his darknefs is difpelled, 
a bleeding Saviour is exhibited to his view as an atonement 
for his fins, his load of guilt is now removed, he embraces 
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Chrift as his covenant Redeemer, and goes on his way re- 
joicing. 

This grace operates to exalt Chrift and humble the finner, 
it tends to bring the once boalting Pharifee low at the foot 
of the crois, to renounce all dependance upon his own 
performances, and to view them as filthy rags.’ Every be- 
lieving finner is led to fee Chrift as a Saviour fuitable for 
him, that there could be no other way of falvation but by 
Chrift, that he mult be faved by him, or not at all. 

Thofe who poffefs this grace can never fall into condem- 
nation ; the fheep of Chrift can “ never perish, nor can any 

luck them out of his hands :* having loved his own which were 
“« in the world he loves them to the end:} and he who * hath 
“begun the good work will carry it on and complete it.”} 
This reflection is calculated to comfort and fupport us while 
in this vale of tears. The elect chofen people of God may 
and do frequently wander, but can never be loft. Surround- 
ed as we are with temptations, it is a difficult tafk to kee 
clear ofthem. Dangers ftand thick on every fide, and our 
enemies are waiting for our halting. God fuffers his peo- 
ple fometimes to fail into fin, to remind them of the frailty 
oftheir nature. Peter is an eminent example of this truth, 
though foremoft in his expreflions of regard, (which no 
doubt were fincere) he was permitted to deny his Lord and 
Matter, and that too, with oaths and curfes ; but God did 
not leave Peter to perifh: by this aé& he difcovered to him 
the infufliciency of human flrength, independent of himfell, 

and this produced the defired etfe&t ; for when Chrift after- 
wards interrogated him, * Loveft thou me,” we do not find 
him making treth proteftations, but appealing to Chrift as 
to the fincerity of his aifeGlion—* Lord, thou knowef all 
things, thou knoweft that I love thee.” 

Weak is the affertion of fome, tliat. it is pofible for the 
believing people of God to fallfrom grace. Were this true, 
Chrilt would not know his own fheep, their falvation would 
be a matter of uncertainty ; but itis a grand truth, which all 
the fophiltry of men can never overturn, that not one of 
thofe for whom Chrift died, not one of thofe who have re- 
ceived his grace, can ever fall into condemnation. Our di- 
vine Mediator has his eye continually fixed ‘upon his people, 
he knows their frailties, their weaknefs, that they are but 
duft, he puts his fear into their hearts, that they may not 
depart from him. ’ ' 


* Fohn. t John xiii. 1 $ Philip. i, 6, 
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Nor does this truth operate in any manner againft good 
works ; on the contrary, it will with all thofe who are fa- 
vingly converted to God, aét asan incentive thereto ; and in- 
deed common reafoning will prove this the fact. I would 
afk, if the fovereign of an empire was to receive into his 
favour one who had proved himfelfa rebel againft his throne, 
whether in return this would be any inducement for that per- 
fon to aét the part of an ingrate, or a fecret enemy, againft 
the prince who had manifcited his favour fo particularly to- 
wards him.—We thould defpife the wretch who could be 
capable of fuch bafenefs. 

Let this be applied—We have been enemies to God, by 
nature, rejeted his proffers of pardon and eternal life, and 
would not fubmit to his government, and authority, al- 
ready condemned by a holy and juft law, doomed to end- 
lefs mifery, and without hope in the world. Behold the 
kindnefs of God, he gives his only Son to refcue us from 
ruin; and though we were his enemies, with love unpa- 
ralicled he languifhes, he expires on the crofs, that we 


might live. 


“ He funk beneath our heavy woes, 
“ To raile usto a throne.” 


He hath made. us partakers of his grace, adopted us into 
his family, aflured us of his everlafting love and affection, 


and made us heirs of eternal life. 


And fhall we grieve his holy Spirit? Shall we difhonour 
him by our walk and converfation? Delight to fin againft 
him, and live in oppofition to his commands? It cannot be ; 
from the refie€tion that he has done fo much fer us, we fhall 
ftudy to glorify him, and promote his caufe and intereft by 
every poflible means: through the aid of his holy Spirit, 
fin wiil be our greateft burden, and our firft concern-will be 
to live more like our divine Matter. 

We are faved by grace, through faith in Chrift, to whom 
we are indebted for the whole of our falvation, our desire 
jor which, is implanted in our hearts by the Spirit of God ; 
having been made fenfible of our loft eftate, we are enabled 
to pray for faith to believe in Chrift, and to lay hold on the 
hope, fet before us, 

Finally, the importance of this grace to all is manifeft ; if 
we are flrangers to its divme operation our cafe is awtul, we 
have no remedy but this; “‘ here we may heal our wounds, 
and wipe our forrows dry.” Here we have. pardon freely 
offered to every repenting and returning finner, and the pro- 
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mife of an abundant entrance into the kingdom of happinefs 
and glory. 

How ought we to admire the author of this grace. When 
we were ready to perifh, lo! the good Samaritan appears, 
he refcues us from impending ruin, releafesus from the moft 
dreadiul flavery, and makes us partakers of his throne ; and 
fhall man pretend to be an helper with the Omnipotent? 
Shall a worm of the earth ftrive with the Governor of the 
Oniverfe ! Let us renounce all claim to merit, and put the 
crown upon the head of Chrift. Let us adore him who lov- 
ed us from all eternity, who chofe us for his people, called 
us in due time, who will finifh the work he has begun, and 
complete it in glory. To Him be afcribed the praile of our 
falvation for ever. Amen. 


Grace all the work fhall crown, 
Thro’ everlafting days: : 
It lays in heaven the topmoft ftone, 
And well deferves the praife. 
IGDALIA. 


THE SOUL IMMATERIAL AND IMMORTAL. 


To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 
REV. SIR, 


S I was lately engaged in one of my morning walks, 
A my mind was led to reflect upon the following fubject 
—That there is frequently a meaning in words, which is 
neither dire€tly intended by the {peaker, nor fully compre- 
hended by the perfon addrefled. The occafion that led to 
this reflection was as follows—In the courfe of the pre- 
ceding night, death had knocked ata rich perfon’s gate, and 
bore away the inhabitant into that flate, where all is finally 
fixed, for eternity. Two men were pailing each other, one 
of which put the queftion, ‘ What is —dead? To 
which the other replied, “ Yes, she’s gone.”” How cuftom- | 
ary is the remark! And yet, if clofely attended to, what 
can it intimate, or what antend, but the feparate exiftence, 
and, confequently, the foul’s immortality. The body, 
though greatly changed as to its afpect, and deprived of its 
ativity, was not gone ; it ftill occupied the fame fpace in 
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the fame dwelling. It is the foul, therefore, which pros 
perly conftitutes the perfon. Though albfent, it ftill exifts ; 
and though, it be no longer a refident in that body which it 
latelv occupied, it exifls in eternity; and fhall continue 
to exift for ever. At the command of the great Father of 


Apirits, it has now put off the body and is gone—But whi- 


ther is it gone ?—To appear before God—to give an ac- 
count of the deeds done im the body, and the principles by 
which it has been actuated—to hear its character deter- 
mined ; and its everlafting ftate fixed, beyond the pofibili- 
ty of an alteration.—It is gone, either to heaven ; to join 
the fociety of the blefled—to fing with angels ; or, with Pro- 
phets, Apoitles, and allthe church triumphant, to gaze up- 
ou the glorified Redeemer.—Or, it is gone—to Hell ;—thole 
manfions of darknefs, mifery and defpair, where Juttice is 
unveiled in ail its glory, and Wrath difplayed in all its ter- 
rors. 

Some have remarked, that the very fight of a dead body, 
is in its nature almolt fuficic nt to prove the foul’s immor- 
tality. Even dear relatives then behold it, with fentiments 
of horror and diflrefs. They gaze with aftonifhment at 
the flrange alteration effected; and turn away from the 
difagreeable profpect with a kind of difguft. Even Abra- 
ham was contented to bury his once beloved Sarah out of 
his fight. Now, fuppofe the once animating fpirit again re- 
fiored—Suppofe that pale and ghaftly corple once more 
quickened—the band of death loofened—health glowing in 
the cheeks—vigour [parkling in the, eyes—the lips exprefl- 
ing furprize and aflection—the whole re-animated—with 
what pleafure would they gaze on it, and with what rap- 
ture embrace it. Horror would be removed ; and kindred 
fouls would once more enjoy each other, under the veil 
of flefh. Something of this kind we may fuppofe were the 
fentiments, andthe future endearments, between Lazarus 
and his fitters, after his r-ftoration from the barriers of the 
grave. Thus, even death itfelf my preach immortality to 
man. 

The above hints are fubmitted to your infpe¢tion and dif- 
pofal, by 


A conftant reader of your valuable work. 


L. 











THE DISCOUR AGE MENTS OF BELIEVERS; 


AND CONSIDERATIONS AGAINST DESPAIR. 


T is remarked by the facred hiftorians, in relation to the 

children of Ifrael when travelling “ from Mount Hor; 
by the way of the Red Sea,” that, the sozl of the people was 
much discouraged because of the w ay.* Thefe words have 
been literally fulfilled in the experience of believers in all 
ages of the chriftian church. In the world” they are fure 
to meet with “ tribulation.” ‘ Without are fightings, with- 
*‘in are fears.” Anxicties, fears, and difcouragements, 
arife from different quarters. Sometimes from carnal rela- 
tions and connexions. ‘Thefe but too often allure us from 
the path of duty, enfnare our affections and impede our pro- 
grefs. Or, perhaps, they violently oppofe, and even per- 
fecute: in many inftances they have done fo even unto 
death. At other times the rifings of inbred corruption 
produce no {mall pain in the mind of a believer, and he is 
led to exclaim, **O wretched man thatI am!” In one part 
of the way he is affaulted by Satan, in a feries of ftrong 
temptations. Thefe are argued and urged with infernal 
fubtilty. Thefe are coloured and varnifhed over, and their 
mifchievous tendency, hardly difcerned till after the foul has 
been a¢ctually drawn afide. O! my foul, thou art not igno- 
rant of “ thefe devices, thefe depths of Satan.” In another 
part of the way, the believer is affaulted by fudden blafphe- 
mous thoughts: fuggeftions horrid as hell! - Thefe are like 
the “ fiery, flying ferpents,” which flung the Ifraelites } but 
ugainft this dangerous malady, healing provifion was made, 
and the perfon who looked to the brazen ferpent found im- 
mediate relief. Crofsprovidences, whereby our wifhes are 
thwarted, our expeClations difappointed, and perhaps loff- 
es are fuftained, often damp the ardour of our purfuit, and 
weigh down our {pirits to the duft. In fuch trials the pa- 
tience and piety of Job, Jacob, Jofeph, and many others, 
have fhone out with peculiar luftre, and though faint ‘they 
have {till purfued with growing ftrength. At other times 
painful defertions lead the chriftian pilgrim to cry out, 


* Numb. xxie4. t Luke xit® 51, 52, $3. 
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*“ My God, my God, why haft thou forfaken me? I ans 
ready to halt, and my forrow is ever before me.” Diftreffes 
in the church prove grievoufly trying to a feeling mind. 
All chriftians are not “ kindly affeétioned” towards each 
other ; they do not kindly cover their imperfeGtions, and 
weep with them that weep.” In fome inftances, the vile 
flanders of falfe brethren create no {mall anxiety in the breaft 
of a believer, who fincerely wifhes to live honeftly, not on- 
ly in the fight of God, but alfo in the fight of men. The beft 
of charaéters are fometimes envied, and envy will moft cer- 
tainly fix an envenomed tooth upon the name and character 
ef agood man. Other caufes of difcouragement might be 
named, but I haften to prefcribe a remedy againft Uefpair, 
and to point out fome confiderations whereby the mind may 
be greatly fupported. I mean in proportion as they are un- 
deritood and realized by a genuine faith. Let the tried be- 
liever confider well the faith and patience of the primitive 
faints. Let him read the 11th chapter of the Hebrews, and 


conneét with it James v.10. Let him meditate much on 


the promifes of a good and gracious God. They are fuita- 
ble in all cafes, for dire€tion, for fupport, for defence, and 
they give to the confliCting foul an affured profpedt of victo- 
ry. They are large promifes, “‘ exceeding great.” ‘They 
are feelingly precious in proportion as they are believed and 
trufted. ‘They are perfectly free and everlaflingly faithful. 
Let him confider the power and grace, of the Holy Spirit. 
Thefe are all fufficient for him in every cafe. Let him con- 
fider the future “ recompence of reward :” Mofes did fo, 
and is commended for fo doing. “ Verily there is a reward 
for the righteous,” not of merit, but of grace. Now adif- 
couraged foul is a fit fubjeét for Jefus Chrift. “Come un- 
**to me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will 
“ give you reft.” A difcouraged foul fhould be affifted and 
comforted by thofe who are strong. ‘This is one end of 
church communion. Suitable cordials are provided for 
fainting foujs.* Difcouragements are no certain proof that 
amanis wrong. Hold on, my foul, and faith and hope will 
foon brighten up thy profpedts ; “ God is faithful, .who hath 
promifed.” Let the difcouraged foul be more in earneft 
prayer. “Hold thou me up, and I fhall be fafe. Draw 
“me, we will run after thee.” Then God will fay, “ fear 
not, I am with thee, I will make darknefs light, I will make 
crooked things ftraight, thefe things will I do for thee, and 


not forfake thee.” 
MILES EMERITUS. 


* Isa. xli. 10. Luke xii. 32. 
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P. S. LT hope there is nothing advanced in the above lines 
that may be conftrued to favour the caufe of Jukewarmness 
or /icentiousness, both which are abominable in the eyes of 
infinite purity, and to favour which is perfe&tly remote 
from the defign of the writer. 


OLD AGE. 


Pf. Ixxi. 9. Cast me not off in the time of old age, forsake 


me not when my strength faileth. 


§ dae Pfalmift had, during a long life, enjeyed many 
mercies from God, but there was one more which he 
defired, viz.—That God would not caft him off in his 
old age. 

The Pfalm is fuppofed to have been written about the 
time of Abfalom’s confpiracy. God had caft off his pre- 
deceffer, Saul, and things leoked as if he now meant to caft 
him off. His people alfo feemed difpofed, by their joining 
with Abfalom to caft him off—hence the force of the pe- 
tition. 

Old men do not always put up this petition. Ifthe de- 
fires of many of them were put into words, their requeft 
would be, that they might fave money, retain power, and 
twenty other things—covetoufnefs is particularly the fin of 
old age. The reafon may be, in early life, corruption has 
a number of channels in which it flows, but in age thefe are 
{topped up, or nearly fo, by the decay of natural powers 
and paffions ; and from hence the whole flows in one or two 
channels, But thefe things will foon forfake us, or we muft 
forfake them. The favour and prefence of God thould be 
the objet, the fupreme object, of our defire. 

Now there are fome peculiar circumftances of old age, 
which render this blefling neceflary. 

1. Old age is atime of but little natural enjoyment—as 
Burzillai acknowledged,* the more need, therefore, for 
others. Itis a foil on which that kind of pleafure will not 
grow, but the joys of religion will, Pf. xcii. 14, “ fruit in 
“old age.” Ifa. xl. 30, 31. Be this therefore your object. 

2. It is a time in which the troubles of life are often 


2 Sam. Kix. 35. 
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° 
known to increafe. Many are poor, and can flruggle ne 
longer, and fo fink under their hardfhips. Poor old men ! 
this prayer would fit your lips. 

Others have families, and live to fee their children’s mi- 
feries, or what, if we fear God, will grieve us more, their 
evilcourfes. How fit this language from the lips of thofe 
whofe grey hairsare going down with forrow to the grave. 

Others lofe their friends by death. Youth is the time of 
forming connexions, which is a fource of pleafure : and age 
of thofe connexions being diffolved, which isa fource of 
pain. How many poor widows may read this addrefs, who 
are left in a world of care and forrow, to ferve alone. Does 
not this prayer fit your lips? 

Finally, it is at this period that we often have to reap the 
bitter fruits of the fins of earlier years. Difobedience to 
parents, is often followed by difobedience in children ; ne- 
glect of family government, by family ruin, as in Eli’s cafe ; 
and criminal indulgences in youth by fimilar practices 
among our children. David had his troubles in his younger 
days, but they were light, compared with thofe which re- 

ipeled Ammon, Tamar, and Abfalom. Here impurity 
and blood re-appeared, and wounded his heart. 

3. Old age is atime in which the troubles of life not only 
increafe, but become lefs tolerable. . 

Young people will weather theirs, but itis not fo with the 

aged. Pains of mind refemble pains pf body; young peo- 
ple will work them off, but in old people they remain, and 
are carried to the grave. Jacob had hardfhips at Padana- 


- ram, the heat by day, and the froft by night ; but he forgot 


them in a little time; not fo after having loft his beloved 
Rachel, a garment was brought to him covered with blood! 
Is this or any thing like it, the condition of our reader? So 
much the more neceflary the petition, 

4. Old age is a time that ought to command refpeét, and 
does fo among dutiiul children, and all ferious chriftians : 
but it is often known to be accompanied with neglect. This 
is the cafe, efpecially where they are poor and dependant. 
It has been the cafe where public characters have loft their 
youthful vivacity, and the brilliancy of their talents, In 


- thefe cafes, how fit thé petition. 


5. It is a period bordering on death and eternity. The 
enjoyments of life are more than half gene : and the remain- 
der hangs by a thread more than half broken. 

But it may be worth while to enquire in what cafes there 
are grounds to hope the blefling will be granted. - 

Not all old men enjoy God’s favour and prefence. There 
are men tottering on the grave, and yet wicked ; yea ripe 
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in wickednefs- Mercenary, deceitful, crafty, and oppreflive, 
Even thofe fins that they can no longer aét, through a failure — 
in their powers, they will recal in their defiled imagina- 
tions, and repeat in converfation, to the corrupting of youth! 
Ah! Wicked oid man! God will cat you off. Age itfelf 
entitles you to no refpeét from man ; nor will you find mer- 
cy from God. ‘Think particularly of two pafiages. ‘ The 
‘‘finner an hundred years old, fhall be accurfed.”* He 
‘*¢ will wound the hairy f{calp of him who goeth on fill in his 
“ trefpafies.”} . 

Who then will be found fharers in this blefling ? 

1. It is certain, if we have been God’s fervants from our 
youth, he will not caft us offin old age. David pleaded 
this in the 5th and 17th verfes. O how was this truth veri- 
fied in the old age and death of Jacob, Mofes, Daniel, 
Paul, and others ! 

2. Though we fhould not have been his fervants in youth, 
yet if in old age, even from thence, we feek him with all 
our hearts, he will be found of us. He will not refufe even 
at the eleventh hour. 

3. Though you fhould never have been his fervants to 
this day, but have grown grey under Satan’s yoke: and are 
now a poor miferable creature, juft ready to fall into hell— 
yet, if from hence, thou fhalt feek the Lord thy God, with 
all thy heart, and with all thy foul, he will be found of thee, 
for the Lord our God is a merciful God, and through the 
death of Chrift can fave thy foul to the uttermoft. li with 
all your heart you only put up this prayer, Cast me not off in 
the time of old age: forsake me not when my strength faileth, 
he will not caft you off, but ftand your friend when forfaken 
by the whole world. 


CRITICAL REMARKS on acts xvil. 11. 
AS it is one part of the plan of the Evangelical Maga- 


zine to admit occafional papers on fubjects of facred 
criticifm, or illuftrations of paflages of fcripture, by remarks 
on the original languages, the prefent writer is induced to 
offer, for the confideration of the more learned reader, fome- 
thing of this nature. In the prefent inflance, however, he 


bed Isa. lxv. 20, t Ps, [xvtile 21. 
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has not to produce to public view his own lucubrations 
merely, but thofe of one, who, though he feems to ftand 
alone, yet is *himfelf an hoft”—the great and the learned 
Caivin. 

It is not on any fubject of effential doctrine of Chriftianity, 
but on a particular tranflation of a paflage of the facred hif- 
tory, that the authority of this eminent commentator is now 
adduced ; although his name, even with refpect to his doc- 
trines, has honourabie mention in the pages of our mifcel- 
lany. i 

The paffage referred to is in Aéts xvii. 11. which we have 
ufually applied to the ‘“‘noble Bereans,” with refpect to the 
qualities ef their mind; and which may poflibly, in the 
opinion of fome, ftill belong to their character.—Other 
commentators (at leaft thofe which the writer has an oppor- 
tuity of confulting,) agree in the ufual explication, one 
following the fteps of another; but Calvin, tranflating the 
original for himfelf, applies the words Outoz de esan eugen- 
esteroi tinen Thessalonike to the Thessalonians, with refer 
ence to nobility of birth, or external rank. His Latin tranf- 
jation is, “ Hi autem nobilitate preftabant inter Theffaloni- 
cenfes,” i. e. “thofe were of the moft noble fort of the 
people at Theffalonica, who had received the word,” &c. 
As Calvin has a note upon the paflage, wherein he vindicates 
his reference of the words to the ‘Lheflalonians rather than 
to the Bereans, and to nobility of rank rather than to the 
quality of the mind, it is here fubjoined in a tranflation from 
the Latin, which the writer hopes will be found fufficiently 
accurate for the Englith reader—the learned, if they pleafe, 
may confult the original for themfelves. 

‘‘ Luke refers again in his narration to the Theffalonians. 
When Paul left them it might have been fuppofed that the 
memory of Chrift might feem to be buried ; and, no doubt, 
jt is wonderful, that the fmall degree of light which had 
{carcely begun to fhine was not entirely extinguifhed; and 
that the feed of found doétrine, which had need of continual 
watering, did not wither away. But after the departure of 
Paul, it appeared how efficacious and fruitful his preaching ° 
had been; for they who had only tafled of the rudiments of 
piety made proficiency, notwithftanding his abfence, and ex- 
ercifed themfelves in a continual reading of the {criptures. 
In the firft place, Luke fays, that they confilled of the firft 
families of rank. For the nobility he mentions does not re- 
fer to the mind, but to family,—Some think that the Bereans 
are conipared with the Theffalonians, becaufe he ufes eugen- 
esteroi, and not eugenestate:, in the fuperlative. But'l 
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think this is aform of {peaking ufual among the Greeks, which 
would have been harfh to Latin ears. And befides, he had 
jut faid, that the “chief women” at Theffalonica had be- 
lieved ; and it does not feem probable that the people of 
this city fhould be of lefs account than the Bereans. 

Thefe reafons may be affigned why Luke takes notice of 
their fuperiority of birth. We know how relu@antly men 
defcend from an high fituation; how feldom the great who 
are eminent in the world, laying afide their pride, fubmit to 
the ignominy of the crofs, and rejoice in being made dow, as 
James enjoins. Luke therefore commends the fingular 
efficacy of the Spirit of God, when he intimates that earthly 
dignity was an obftacle to thefe noble perfons, but that em- 
bracing the gofpel they were ready to bear the crofs, and 
prefer the reproach of Chrift to the glory of the world. 
Secondly, Luke wifhed to teftify to us, that the grace of 
Chrift extends to perfons of every rank; in which fenfe 
Paul fays, ‘* God will have all men to be faved ;” left the 
poor and the obfcure (though Chrift has honoured them in 
the firft place) fhould fhut the door againft the rich, We 
fee, therefore, the nobles and plebeians aflembled together, 
thofe who are eminent for degree of honour, and thofe who 
are defpifed, coalefce into one body of the church, that each 
may humble himfelf, but extol the grace of God. Thirdly, 
Luke feems to hint at the caufe why fo many were added to 
them; and that in a fhort time the kingdom of Chrift 
flourifhed at Theffalonica, namely, becaufe of the aid of 
this uncommon circumftance, that perfons of the firlt families, 
and illufirious in birth, fhewed the way to others; fince the 
common people are generally affeéted by authority. Al- 
though this was by no means the proper ground of faith and 
piety, yet fometimes it is the way with God, to bring un- 
believers, hitherto wandering in error, by oblique ways to 
himfelf.”’ 

Thus, through the medium of this tranflation, has Calvin 
fpoken for himfelf, with regard to his explication of this pat- 
fage. It feems flrange that later commentators have not 
‘ taken notice of his ideas upon it, however they might think 
proper to diffent from him. : 

In addition to the above remarks, fome other circumftan- 
ces might be noticed, which the writer of this paper begs 
leave to {ubmit to his learned brethren, in defence of Calvin’s 
explication. 

It is obfervable that the Greek word eugenes, noble, is 
ufed in two other places of the New Teftament,* and in 


* * Luke xix. 12. and 1 Cor. i. 26. 
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each of thefe places it refers, not to the quality of the mind, 
but to external rank.~ 

[t is farther obfervable that the hiftory, as referring to the 
Theffalonians, better comports with the fubfequent circum. 
ftance of their being an eminent church eftablifhed at Thef- 
falonica, to which two epiftles were addreffed, which was 
not the cafe with the Bereans, as might rather have been 
expected, according to the prefent tranflation. 

And laftly, but not the leaft remarkable is it, that the 
Apoftle Paul, when commending the Theffalonians, expref- 
fes himfelf ina manner which very much agrees with Luke 


in the paflage of the Adts, which is a circumftance that cor- - 


roborates the opinion of Calvin, that they both defcribed 
the fame thing. “ For this caufe alfo thank we God with- 
“out ceafing, becaufe, when ye received the word of God, 
“‘ which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of 


' “men, but (as it is in truth) the word of God, which effec- 


‘“‘tually worketh alfo in you that believe.” 1 Theff. ii. 13. 
Whatever may be the fentiments of the learned on this 
and other paflages, refpeéting the accuracy of our prefent 
tranflation of the fcriptures, it is an happy circumftance that 
calls for our higheft gratitude, that the faith of Chriftians is 
not hereby affected. ‘The great doétrines of the gofpel are 
plainly revealed, and do not depend on the mere minutiz 
of different tranflations of this or the other difficult text. 
If afew paffages might be improved by the learned labours 
of a few, the writer of this paper is not among the number 
of thofe who wifh for a new tranflation by public authority. 
He reverences the Bible as it is. The prefent remarks are 
not defigned to ftagger the faith of the weakeft believer, but 
fubmitted to the attention of thofe who can confult the fa- 
cred originals. ‘* In the fcriptures, thofe waters of life.” 
(fays the learned and pious Bifhop Hall) “ there are fhal- 
‘‘jlows and there are depths ; fhallows where the lambs 
““ may wade, and depths where the elephants may fwim.” 
It is neverthelefs a certain truth, that “ to receive the 
“word of God with all readinefs of mind, fearching the 
“‘fcriptures daily, whether thofe things are fo,” is a mark 
of the trueft greatnefs of mind. The real chriftian, being 
“born of the {pirit,” is, in the beft fenfe, eugenes, “ well- 
“born,” and has obtained the moft real dignity of charac- 


ter, and empleyment. ‘‘ Nobilitas fola eft atque unica vir-— 


tus,” This, however, is not the prefent quettion. If any 
arguments can be produced to weaken the force of the above 
iliuflration in favour of the “noble Theflalonians,” and im 


vindication of the ufual explication refpecting the “noble 
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Bereans, no doubt a page or two in the Evangelical Maga- 

zine will be readily afforded to any other correfpondent for 

a farther candid diffcuffion of the fubject. . 
Basingstoke. J.J. 


ON. THE PROPHECY OE THE SEVEN VIALS: 
To the Editor. 


SIR, 


[' the following attempt to illuftrate the Prophecy in 
the 16th chapter of Revelation relating to the Vials, is 
thought worthy of a place in your ufeful publication, it is at 
your fervice. If it didnot contain a view of this fubject, 
in fome material refpects, different from that in which it 
has been reprefented by thofe writers whofe fentiments I 
have had the opportunity of confulting. I fhould not pre- 
fume to offer it to the attention of your readers ; and I now 
do it with confiderable difidence, not only on account of 
the peculiar difficulty with which thefe fubje¢ts are attend- 
ed, but, alfo, becaufe my purfuits in life do aot allow me 
fufficient leifure to enter deeply into thefe enquiries. I 
conceive then, with others, that the firlt.five Vials relate to 
the divine judgments which were to be inflicted principally 
on the ftates connested with the Papacy, that they began 
to be poured out about the era of the French revolution, 
and that they refpectively refer to different orders of focie- 
ty, beginning with the inferior, afcending by a regular gra- 
dation through the intermediate claffes and terminating in 
the higheft. Itisthis latter idea which I am defirous of 
fuggefting, as I am not apprized that it has before been fub- 
mitted to confideration. I think alfo, although there is a 
fucceflion with refpeét to their commencement, yet that 
they are partially contemporaneous, and that their contents 
will not be fully exhaufted until the conclufion of the fixth 
and feventh Vials ; which latter appear to have alfo fome 
relation to the States conneéted with Rome; but which ta- 
king a more extenfive range, refer principally to a feries of 
warfare and revolution, by which the political condition of 
many other nations will undergo a great alteration, prepa- 
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due time, receive a ftill more comprehenfive and complete 
fulfilment. 

The 3d Vial was poured upon the rivers and fountains of 
water. Thefe are the fources of fertility in nature, and 
furnifh, therefore, a fitemblem of the Ecclesiastical Orders, 
whofe appropriate duty it is to be the fources of fruitfulnefs 
in the moral world. The application of this vial to this 
order of fociety appears to me decilive, from the celebra- 
tion which the angel of the waters offers to God, on ac- 
count of the equity of his retributions, in giving them blood 
to drink, becaufe of the perfecuting fpirit by which they 
have, in different ages, fhed the bloo? of fo many faints and 
prophets. It receives its verification in the fuppreffion of 
their order in feveral countries, in the general diminution 
of their influence, and, particularly, in the immenfe deftruc- 
tion which has been made of the individuals connected with 
the priefthood fince the commencement of the French re- 
volution. 

The 4th Vial, which is poured on the fun, afcends to a ftill 
higher clafs of fociety, and relates to Monarchy, of which 
the fun is the acknowledged fymbol. Power was given to 
it to fcorch men by fire, and this effect is illuftrated by the 
great deftruétion of armies, which have been called forth to 
war with the exercife of regal authority. But as the Sun is 
itfelf the fubje&t on which the vial terminates, it has receiv- 
ed, in patt, its accomplifhment in the fuppreflion of Monar- 
chy, not in France only, but in other countries connected 
with the Romifh Church. 

The 5th Vial completes the climax, and falls upon the 
feat or thrane of the beaft ; and has, I conceive, been lately 
fulfilled, in part, by the capture of Rome, the expulfion of 
the Pope, the overthrow of his fecular dominion, and near- 
ly the annihilation of his fpiritual influence. The infide- 
lity, impenitence, blafphemy and mifery which diftinguifh- 
ed the region over which he prefided, are exaCtly delineated 
in the words of the prophecy. 

Thus it appears to me probable, that the firft five vials 
have, for fome time been, and flill are, pouring forth their 
contents, and that they relate more efpecially to the fup- 
porters of the Romith hierarchy, whofe interefts they af- 
feét univerfally, and through every gradation of fociety. I 
think, alfo, that the prophetical terms admit of this expla- 
nation, confiftently with fimplicity, avalogy, and their ge- 
neral ufe. Several explanatory marks are mentioned in the 
facred text to which I have not adverted, as it is my defign 
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merely to fuggefl a few hints, and not to attempt a full ex- 
pofition. 

The 6th Vial feems to contain two diftin&t and prominent 
parts, the firft may be expeéted to affect the ftates in the 
neighbourhood of the Euphrates, in order, probably, to 
prepare the way for the Gofpel to the eaftern nations. The 
fecond feems to relate to a fuccefsful attempt to produce a 
very extended combination of different nations for the pur- 
pote of warfare, the effects of which form the fubjeé of the 
enfuing vial, An attentive confideration of the prefent po- 
litical afpeét of the world will probably induce us toconclude, 
that fome part of the contents of this vial is already poured 
out. 

The 7th Vial contains the confummation of the Divine 
judgments upon the enemies of the church. It is emptied 
in the air, which is the regicn of ftorms and tempefts, and 


' the feat of the dominion of the powers of darknefs. The 


influence of th's vial upon the flate of the world is of tre- 
mendous contemplation. It appears in general, to refer to 
political concuffions, and agitations of greater extent than 
ever took place in any previous period of time. It fuggefts 
the ideas of univerfal diforder and revolution, in which 
fome intimation feems to be given that three great powers 
will be formed upon the ruins of the anti-chriftian king- 
doms; in which alfo the cities of the nations, perhaps the 
Gentile or Heathen Powers will be overthrown, and great 
Babylon, in its univerfal fignification, comprehending eve- 
ry thing inimical to the Church of God, and the progrefs of 
our Saviour’s kingdom upon earth, will fall. But the par- 
ticular events which are to take place under this and the pre- 
ceding vial muft remain in impenetrable obfcurity till the 
light of providence illuftrates the terms of the prophecy. In 
the mean time our attention is peculiarly demanded by the 
interefting circumflances which are continually occurring, 
and on which the impreffion of divine fuperitendance is 
fignally confpicuous. We perceive that fuperftition, whieh 
has produced and nourifhed infidelity for ages, is now fall- 
ing by the hands of its own offspring, and its expiring 
groans refound in every direction. We fee that infidelity, 
which has declared open war againft the caufe of religion 
and its aiming at its deftrudction, is, neverthelefs, over-ruled 
to fubferve its interefts, to afcertain its truth, to verify its 


prediétions, and to remove the obftructions which impede 


its progrefs. We obferve alfo that the individuals in differ- 
ent nations, into whofe hands great power and extenfive 
influence over human affairs is committed, and whofe views 
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too are in dire¢t hoftility to each other, are yet equally in« 
{trumental in producing thofe changes in the ftate of the 
world which the Scriptures foretel ; and it will hereafter 
very probably be feen, that war itfelf will at laft be the 
means of deftroying the military fyftem, and of eftab- 
lifhing the univerfal reign of righteoufnefs and peace. 
Thefe reflections naturally terminate in the devout excla- 
mation—Oh ! the depths of the riches of the wifdom and 
knowledge of God! how unfearchable are his judgments, 
and his ways patt finding out! for of him, and through 
him, and to him are all things, to whom be glory for ever ! 
Amen. 
J. H. 
Feb. 1799. 


ts |: Se 


DIVINE COMPASSION. 


oon is the kindnefs and compaffion of the most high, 
that it would require a fun-beam to infcribe its inimita- 
ble gleries on the mind of man. 

In its exercise it is perfectly free ; no human merit can at 
any time command it; and, it is our mercy that no human 
or infernal power, can at any time controul it. It is free 
as the light of heaven, and equally glorious. We have 
feen it exercifed towards finners innumerable—finners of 
the deepeft die—men who have rendered themfelves mon- 
{ters by. the enormity of their crimes! Of fuch there are, 
douttlefs, thoufands now in heaven, who fing in lively and 
and exalted ftrains, ‘‘ Free grace and dying love.” We 
have feen the divine Compaffion exercifed in all its fullnefs, 
towards poor ungrateful. backsliders. Many names might 
here be mentioned, but I will only record my own. Ah! 
foolith ungrateful sinner ! I have fallen, grievoufly fallen, 
and ‘grieved the Holy Spirit of God.” But Compaflion 
flew to my relief—convinced me of my folly—confouaded 
me with fhame—and eventually confoled me. 


‘* Thy mercy is more than a match for my heart, 

‘‘ Which wonders to feel its own hardnefs depart ; 
** Diffolv’d by the funfhine, I fail to the ground, 

*¢ And weep to the praife of the mercy I’ve found!” 


The proofs of the divine compaflion are numerous and 
brilliant as the ftars ‘of heaven, All the bleflings of nature 
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‘Sendures for ever.” ‘Whofe grace flows on, and will for 
“ever flow.” Divine Compaflion hath wrote a thoufand 
pardons, and beftowed them all upon men “ without money 
‘‘and without price! 7 

Compaffion is the running title of the Gofpel, whichis a 
difpenfation for sinners. A door of hope opened for the ua- 
godly, and a celeftial hand ttretched out to refcue them from 
despair. O my foul, regard this as ‘the glorious gofpel of 
“the bleffed God.” 
MILES EMERITUS. 


A SERIOUS REFLECTION ON THE IMMOR. 
TALITY OF THE SOUL. 


OW I am retreated from the bufy fcenes of life, and 

far diftant from the noife of the city, and the calls of 
vifitors, [ would meditate and confider;. not on the belt 
means of encreafing my fortune, or the immortalizing my 
name among the renowned of the world, but that which 
concerns my beft intereft. I am a poor frail creature; a 
few years ago [ was helplefs, and hanging on my mother’s 
breaft. Infancy and youth I have feen, and am now ar- 
rived to years of maturity. I am juft emerging into the 
cares and anxieties of life; folemn charges crowd in upon 
me. I am pafling on from one ftage to another, and foon [ 
muft go to the houfe appointed for all the living. The ut- 
moft extent of my life may probably be but three-fcore 
vears and ten; and when I {hall have difcharged the duties 
incumbent on me, as a member of fociety, and the family, 
and my eyes are clofed in death, fhall I leave the troubles 
of this life, and then ceafe to exift? 2? Have [ any part that 
fhall furvive the diffolution of the body? Yes, ‘beyond a 
doubt, my foul is continually anxious after reft; yea, it is 
an immortal principle. But where fhallitlive? Is all un- 
certainty about the exiftence of the fpirit after death? 
Where fhall I find fatistactory information? I fearch for it 
in the pages of antiquity, and in the writings of heathen fages, 
but they leave me in a ftate of ambiguity. They indulge 
fome glimmering hope of future happinefs, but fhadows, 
clouds and darknefs reft upon their profpect. I inquire of 
thofe who boaft of their reafon, and glory in the name of 
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philofopher; but their anfwer is not calculated to confole the 
mind with any cheering expectation ; they give up the idea 
of a future ftate, and fay, that after man has undergone the 
diftreffes and trials of this tranfitory life, he retires for ever 
into gloomy annihilation. What encouragement or com- 
fort’ have I, therefore, in living a virtuous life: or what 
dread of committing the greateft outrages on my fellow 
creatures? Why do I bear the pains of adverfe fortune ? 
Why not become my own executioner, ihut my eyes on all 
things in this wretched ftate, and ceafe to be perplexed? 
But let me hold: That God who made me, and gave me 
faculties capable of contemplating his excellencies and per- 
feClions, has alfo given me a volume introduced into the 
world with every neceflary mark of divinity and authen- 
ticity, and which throws unbeclouded luftre on what was 
before only conjecture. ‘The gofpel informs me that the 
foul fhall out-live the body; and that according to the ftate 
in which it is, when it leaves the tenement of clay, its fitua- 
tion fhail be in another world.—Jefus Chrift, the foundation 
of all true happinefs, is exhibited to the fatisfagtion of every 
one who views him in his exalted character, as the Re- 
detmer of the world.—Oh! thou who art precious to my 
foul, who alone canft give comfort and joy, incline and ena- 
ble me from this moment to believe in thee as my only hope, 
my only fafety; fanctify me by thy Spirit, and make me 
meet for that exalted flate of being, which thy word affures 
me awaits all who are in thy favour: fo that I may be 
enabled to fhun the way which leads to deflruétion, and 
avoid thofe awful confequences of dying in a ftate of  rebel- 
lion againft God—the worm that dicth not, and the fire that 
is never quenched. Let me be interefted in thy merits, 
and I fhall pafs through the remaining part of life with a 
hope that I fhall not be deftroyed: and when nature is ex- 
haufted, and the thread of life broken, I fhall embrace death 
with ferenity, rejoicing in the affurance of a happy refurrec- 
tion, anda life of perfect felicity, among the noble and ele- 
vated company which {hall furround the throne of God and 
the Lamb.—Amen. J. 5S. 
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ON PROFANENESS. 






















HE greatnefs, the majefty, and the goodnefs of God; 
our relation to him as the work of his hands, and the 
fubje&ts of his government, require that we fhould think and 
{peak of him with reverence and godly fear. His name is 
therefore taken in vain, when it 1s ufed lightly or irreve- 
rently, or when men daringly and impioufly imprecate 
his vengeance on themfelves or others. Every unregene- 
rate man isa haterof God. The carnal mind is enmity 
again{ft him ; but many who fecretly hate him conceal their 
enmity under a cloak of profeffed friendfhip. Thefe cannot 
be known to men to be what they are. But thofe who take 
his name in vain, openly and loudly proclaim their enmity 
againft him. ‘‘ Thine enemies take thy name in vain.” Pf.. 
exxxix. 20. Dreadful charaéter, to be an enemy to God! 
If any perfon of this character fhould accidentally light on 
this paper, and give it a reading, he is earneftly defired to 
confider ferioufly the difhonour he does to God, and the de- 
ftruction he is bringing upon himfelf, ifhe perfift in his tref- 
paffes. Haft thou not heard, oh, thou stoiaset of the hame 
of God, that he hath faid, “ He will not hoid thee guiltlefs.” 

More is underftood than is expreffed. He will hold thee — 
guilty. Confider the greatnefs of thine iniquity, and the » 

aggravations that attend it. Thou committeft it knowingly 
and prefumptuoufly. Thou canft not fay that there is ei- 
ther profit or pleafure in it to tempt thee to the commillion 
of it. It proceeds entirely from the enmity of thy heart 
againft God. And why doft thou hate him? Has he ever 
done thee any injury? On the contrary, has he not always : 
been doing thee good? Thy breath is in his hand ; thou can{t 
not fpeak a word nor move a finger umnlefs he preferve thee 
in life. He gives thee thy health, thy food, and thy rai- 
ment, and, what is infinitely more valuable than all that this 
world can afford, he gives thee in the word of his gofpel 
the bread of life, his Son Jefus Chrift. He has fent him in- 

_ to the world to fave fimners, to fave finners fuch as thou art, 
and yet after all this, thou hatefthim. Thou exclaimeft _ 
againft ingratitude. In doing this, thou condemneft thy- 
felf. Is there any ingratitude like thine? As thpu art an 
avowed enemy to God, thou art in the greateft danger, for 

Vou. IT. 3H 
























| 
| 


Te eo eee 





( 426 ) 


“ God is angry with the wicked every day. If he turn not, 
** he will whet his fword, he hath bent his bow, and made 
“it ready. He hath alfo prepared for him the inftruments 
‘of death.” Thou knoweft not, therefore, but the next 
protane word thou uttereft may be thy laft. Flee inftantly, 
and without delay, to Jefus Chrift the Saviour ; thou haft 
as free accefs to him as the man-flayer of old had to the city 
of refuge. Pray earneftly to God that thy fins may be for- 
given thée, and that his love manifefted in Chrift Jefus may 
ead thee to repentance, and conftrain thee to every good 
word and work, and to follow holinefs in all manner of con- 
verfation. ; 


ON DISINTERESTED KINDNESS. 


HE Gofpel enjoins—“ As we have opportunity, let us 

*¢ do good unto all”—cultivate a fpirit of benevolence, 
and embrace every opportunity for the exercife of it. ** But” 
it is added, “efpecially to them who are of the houfehold 
“ of faith :” thefe, it is evident, have a more peculiar claim 
to our regard. 

The defign of this paper, is not to explain the nature, and 
urge the obligation of this duty; but rather to detect an 
improper principle from which it may be performed, to ex- 
pote bafe and unworthy motives, and to recommend that 
{fpirit of disinterested kindness in all we do, which beft be- 
comes the chriftian character. 

The want of this fpirit of kindnefs in many who profefs 
to love Jefus, and to be influenced by his grace, is too evi- 
dent; and cannot be witnefled by a gracious perfon without 
concern and grief. - Obierve the nature of this evil: a man 
who profeffes to be a chriftiah, to know the conftraining 


‘love of Chrift, and to aét for his fake and to his glory, is all 


the time under the government of pride and felfifhnefs, and 
aims at no higher end than perfonal advantage! Such may 
profefs that their treafure and their hearts are in heaven, 
and that they feck their reward only from God; but unlefs 
they are rewarded, fome way or other, from the perfon whom 
they conceive to be obliged to them, they are greatly hurt 
and difappointed ; they begin to with-hold their favours, and 
exclaim againft the fin of ingratitude. I wifhnot toapologize 
jor ingratitude: it is not capable of an apology: but why 
fhould the real or apparent ingratitude of one who has been 
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obliged by me contract my exertions for God?—Suppofe the 
object uf my kindnefs has not behaved towards'me as he 
eught, do I not profefs to have a higher end in view than 
felf-interefl? And is not the dove of Christ the motive from 
which I profefs to act? Certainly, as a Chriftian, itis. But 
how many are there, who, not having received thofe ac- 
knowledgments which they expected, have almolt laid afide 
the practice of doing good; at leaft they do it with fuch 
caution and referve as evidence that difinterefted kindnefs 
has but little place in their breafts. They will, perhaps, thew 
you common civility while you appear to require no favour 
of them ; but when once they fufpect this, their looks and - 
behavour fufficiently indicate that they wifh you out of their 
' prefence. Their feelings, perhaps, have been hurt by the 
ingratitude of another: but ought we not to facrifice our 
feelings (I had almoft faid our pride) to the exercife of be- 
nevolence and kindnefs? Are there no confiderations that 
will draw us to our duty independent of the worthinefs of 
creatures ? 

And now, reader, what fhall we fay of fuch characters? 
Their profeffion may be fair and confpicuous in the church, 
and we would not proncunce them devoid of real chrifti- 
anity ; yet furely there is an important defeéct in their chris- 
tian temper, and fomething which calls for deep humilia- 
tion. 

Let us ferioufly inquire—is fuch a perfon a consistent cha- 
racter?—Surely not, for while he profefses to ‘have re- 
“ ceived Chrift Jefus the Lord,” and to be devoted to his 
praife, fhould we not expeét him to look higher than crea- 
tures in the motives and ends of his actions? The Jove of 
Christ, to whom he is indebted for all he has, whether in 
poffeflion or in profpeé, furely ought to conftrain Azm, ana 
not the groveling, felfith views which actuate a carnal world. 
The honour of Christ, and even the diftant probability of 
doing fomething to promote his caufe in the world, or the 
comtort of his weakeft follower, ought furely to be more 
powerful incentives, and promife fuperior pleafure to the 
warmett efteem and adulation of mortals. The chriftian, 
whofe temper and conduét are confiftent with his creed, will 
fay—Though my ‘good be evil fpoken of”—though men 
reward me ‘ curfing for bleffing”—to do all the good I can 
is my duty flill: itwas not the approbation of men that L 
fought, therefore, through grace, I will go forward, “ abound- 
‘“‘ing in the work of the Lord, knowing that my labour is 
‘* not in vain in the Lord.” | | 
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. Again, does fuch a perfon underftand and exemplify evan- 
gclical precepts? ‘Thefe inculcate, ‘Do good, and lend, 
“hoping or expedting nothing, ”—“‘love your enemies :”— 
‘“‘do good to all men”——even to thofe who “ haté you,” &c. 
Now if the hand of beneficence is to be ftretched out to 
these, it cannot be from any worth in the objet, or from any 
felfifh hope of reward; for what can a man expect from his 
worft enemy? it muft be fomething higher, viz. a regard to 
the authority of Chrift refulting from the experience of his 


grace. 


And what our bleffed Lord taught he glorioufly exempli- 
fied. It needs no proof, that in all he did and endured for . 
finners, he was not influenced by hopes of grateful acknow- 
ledgments from them; if he were, furely he was moft 
grievoufly difappointed, for how amazing the contraft be- 
tween his kindnefs and the returns he received for it! Yet 
how fteady and perfevering his love! What difinterefted 
benevolence! This actuated him conftantly to go about 
doing good ; and moved him at length to die the moft ig- 
nominious death for the moft ungrateful and implacable 
enemies! Now it is plain that the love- of Chrifl to us is 
propofed in the gofpel, as the ru/e as well as motive of our 
love to each other: and though we can never equal it in 
degree, we ought certainly to emulate it to the utmoft in 
our power, for this plain reafon—* Chrift hath keft us an 
“* example, that we fhould foliow his.fteps.” 

Itis worthy of being added—The path of duty is the only 
path of peace. He whofe fpirit and conduct are moft con- 
filtent wth the precepts and example of Chrift will be the 
moft happy man. Who can exprefs to what trouble and 
vexation that perfon expofes himfelf, whofe confcience binds 
him to do fomething for others, but who is in conflant doubt 
concerning the worthine(s of the object, or his ability to 
make an adequate return? Such an one betrays a mind 
greatly difeafed with covetoufnefs, jealoufy and difcontent ; 
and where thefe prevail, I am fure peace docs not refide. 
Befides, in our judgment of others, do we not daily detect 
ourfelves in miftakes, and frequently change our opinion 
concerning the fame perfon? If fo, may we not do good 
where it was not deferved, and with-hold it where it was, 
and thus regret our conduct as often as we act? But to be 
conftrained by the Jove of Christ, and by the principles and 
profpedis of the gofpel, is eafy and pleafant indeed ; torment- 
ing paffions and prejudices fubfide, and the “ peace of God” 
rules and reigns within. 
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Reader, is this your experience? Perhaps not. O then 
look well to your ownfelf, left after all your knowledge and 
profeffion of religion you have never yet been made a new 
creature in Christ Fesus ! 

But is it in. any meafure your experience? Be thankful 
for what you have received, but be humbled for your de- 
fects: watch and pray without ceafing: thus let us all be 
found ; let us learn our own {pirits, and be very importu- 
nate for faving, fanétifying influence. 

Our imperfections ought likewife to teach us the worth 
of our benevolent Saviour. Thrice happy for us that “in 
“him all fulnefs dwells”—that he is our ** Advucate with 
“the Father ;’—and ‘ever liveth to make interceflion.” 
Bleffed are they who have an intereft in this Saviour! Let 
us highly prize him: let us have much to do with him: let 
us contemplate his character, till we are transformed into 
the fame image; and plead earneftly for his grace, till we 
have imbibed the fame Spirit!—and ever afcribe all glory to 
electing love ! 


ERIPHOS. 


MISSIONARY FORTITUDE. 


To the Editor. 


SIR, 


If you think the following inftance of the contempt of dan. 
ger ina Roman Catholic Mifhonary, will contribute in the 
leaft to roufe the zeal of our Proteftant Miffionaries of 
different fects, you will oblige me by infertipg it.* 

J. G. 


N Auguft, 1709, the Abbot Sidoti fet out from Manilla, 
with D. Michael de Eloriago, an experienced Captain, 
who had offered to carry him over to Japan, and arrived in 
fight of it the 9th of Odtober ; they ftood in as clofe as they 
could to the land. Spvinga fifher-boat, it was thought at 
to fend fome men in the pinnace for information. They 


* It is taken from a work published in Paris, in\713, and the 
following year translated into English, and re-printed in London, 
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made ufe, for that purpofe, of a heathen Japanefe, who was 
with the abbot Sidoti, and had promifed to go into Japan with 
the Mithonary, and to keep him concealed, if there were 
occafion. The Japanefe being come up to the fifhermen’s 
bark, talked to them for fome time, but was fo daunted at 
their anfwer, that he would never fuffer the Spaniards to 
come any nearer to the fifhermen, though thefe laft expref- 
fed by many figns that there was nothing to fear. When the 
Japanefe came on board again, Mr. Sidoti examined him 
in the prefence of the Spanifh officers. All his anfwer was, 
that they could not go into Japan without expofing them- 
felves to imminent danger of being difcovered ; that, as 
foon 2s ever they had fet their foot afhore, they would be 
feized and carried before the Emperor, and that he being 
a cruel and bloody man, would immediately put them to 
death with dreadful tortures. The concern that appeared 
in his countenance, and fome words that he let fall gave oc- 
cafion to fufpect that he had revealed the Abbot Sidoti’s de- 
fign to the filhermen. Thereupon the Abbot withdrew to 
beg of Ged to infpire him what courfe to take. 

About five o’clock in the evening, Ne returned to the 
Captain, to acquaint him with his final refolution. The 
happy moment zs come, Sir, faidhe to him, J have so many 
years wished for ; we are now at the entrance into Japan ; it 
is time to prepare all things to set me ashore in the country I 
have somzch longed after; you have been so generous as to 
bring. me across a sea that is unknown to you, and made fa- 
mous by so many shipwrecks ; be pleased to finish the work 
you have begun; leave me alone amidst a people, that isin 
truth an enemy to Christianity, but whom I hope to bring un- 
der the yoke of the gospel. 1 do not rely on my own strength, 
but.on the all-powerful grace of Fesus Christ, &c. 

Notwithftanding Captain. L/oriago was well inclined to 
comply with the Abbot Sidoti’s detires, he did not forbear 
reprefenting to him that he thought it more proper to put 
off the landing for fome days ; that it was likely the fifher- 
men were acquainted with his defigns, having difcourfed 
with the heathen Japanefe ; that they could not tail to watch 
and feize him, as foon as ever he landed; and in conclufion, 
that they ran no hazard in feeking out fome other place 
where they might land with more fafety. All thefe reafons 
yaade not the leaft impreffion on the Abbot Sidoti. He an- 
fwered the Captain, that fince the wind was fair they ought 
to take the advantage of it ; that the more they delayed, 


.. the more he fhould be expofed to difcovery ; that his refo- 
 knion was fixed, and therefore he conjured him not to obs 
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firuct the work of God. The Captain yielded to the pref- 
fing inftance of the Miffionary, and ordered all things for 
fetting him afhore in the dark night. In the mean time 
the Abbot wrote‘feveral letters, prayed with the fhip’s crew, 
as is ufual aboard Spanifh veffels, and then’made an exhor- 
tation, &c. ’ 
It was about midnight when he went into the boat with 
the Captain and feveral other Spaniards, who would needs 
bear him company ; he prayed all the way, and at laft got 
afhore, with much trouble, ‘becaufe the fhore in that part 
was very fteep. The Spaniards went a little way with him ; 
the Captain with much difficulty perfuaded him to accept 
of a few pieces of gold, to make ufe of upon occafion.— 


This done, they left him, returned to their fhip, and fo to 
Manilla. ) 


—_——ap GD a= ——_— 


THE SWEARER REPROVED. 


FEW days ago two Gentlemen having called at a 

Coffee-houfe in the city and drank a bottle together ; 
when about to part, both infifted on paying. One put a fe- 
ven-fhilling-peace on the table, and {wore dreadfully that 
his friend fhould be at no expence : the other jocularly faid 
“* That feven-fhilling-piece is a bad one,” on which he 
fwore flill fafler. The mafter of the houfe hearing what 
pafled, came forward and faid, if they would allow him to 
examine the money, he would tell them whether or not it 
was good. Returning foon after, he, in the moft polite 
manner, laid the piece before them on a card printed as 


_ follows : 
A FRIENDLY HINT. 


It chills my blood to hear the bleft Supreme, 
Rudely appeal’d to on each trifling theme : 
Maintain your rank, vulgarity defpife, __ 

To fwearts neither brave, polite, nor wife : 

You would not fwear upon a bed of death : 
Refie€t! your Maker now could ftop your breath, 


The gentlemen read it, and he who had {worn owned 
« he was juftly and properly reproved, and would, in future,” 
be more guarded in his expreffions.”’ mi, 
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ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE DEAF TO AT: 
TEND THE HOUSE OF GOD. 


The following inftance evinces the poffibility that thofe may 
recover their hearing who have long mourned in fecret, 
becaufe the voice of falvation-has fallen on their ears, 
confufed and inflinct. 


OHN HARMOOD was born January 10th, 1709-10; 
his life paffled on to the verge of manhood, in the towns 
of Lymington and Portfea, in the county of Southampton. 
More than forty years he was employed as a labourer in 
his Majefty’s yard at Portfea, and was known by the name 
of Honest Fohn, which, while it fheds a fragrance on his 
memory, prevented his elevation; his-folicitous friends 
fought his promotion, but it was anfwered “a better man 
could not be put in his place.” 

Before the military guarded the yard, he ufually fpent_ 
his watch-nights in meditation, praver, and praife ; but his 
chief delight, was his early walk on the fabbath morning, 
to hail the fun emerging from the ocean. The fublimity of 
the profpeét, united with the general tranquility of his mind, 
produced a ferene folemnity, in which temper he heard 
from the lips of his reverend paftor Mr. Newman, the 
words of eternal lite, 

Work on the Lord’s-day was not then fo frequent in the 
King’s yard: when prefled to it he often refufed, and if it 
appeared to him a work of neceflity, the neceffitous reaped 
_ the fruit of his labours; with the refidue he bought books 
of devotion. 

On the firft fabbath of a probational fermon by Mr.——, 
at Fareham, in his 82d year, after an increafing deafnefs of 
fixteen-years, (eight of which were exceedingly painful) 
on that day he prefented himfelf to God with his hearing 
perfectly recovered. 

The good old man tottered moft chearfully to the houfe 
of God, and was feen—not as was his ufual cuftom, literally 
en tip-tue, with fixed eves, and with a countenance which 
alternately indigated forrow or joy, as.he heard or did not 
hear—but with* fhowers of tears, teflifying his gratitude, 
and his poffeffion of joys unfpeakable and full of glory.— 
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The days were paft, in which he tried every fituation and 
attitude to hear; and his friend was no longer wanted to 
fhew him the appointed hymns and portions of facred fcrip* 
ture. 

At the clofe of public worfhip, he expreffed, in broken 
accents his gratitude and joy, calling on all to unite with 
him in praife, adding, “ Now, God has totally removed my 
fears—I fhall die in a little time—a little while enjoy my 
Redeemer’s pledge of love, and then clofe my days. His 
hearing and afflurance of the favour of God in Chrilt res 
mained till his death.” 

After enjoying thefe bleffings fixteen months, he awoke 
early on the morning of his 84th birth-day, and finding him- 
felf extremely thirfty, called his niece ; fhe went to fetch 
him fome refrefhment, and on her return, found him in the 
fame pofture—but his fpirit was with God. 

Reader art thou deaf? forthe fake of example attend the 
houfe of God; thy recovery is not impoflible—he was an 
eld man when his hearing was reflored. 


————EE 2) Ge 


ON FAMILY WORSHIP. 


I HAVE frequently been led to meditate upon that exalted 
character given to Abraham by God himfelf.—“ For I 
“know him that he will command his children and his 
“houfehold after him—and they fhall keep the way of the 
“ Lord, to do juftice and judgment.” In Abraham’s prac- 
tice we ‘fee our example and duty, and if our hearts are right 
with God, and are under the influence of his holy Spirit, as 
matters of families we fhall be anxious to follow the exam- 
ple, and fulfil the precept: we fhail ereét an altar to our God 
for family worfhip; thither we fhall take our children and 
fervants ; and while we are fhowing them the way to a 
throne of grace, we fhall wreftle hard with the Father of all 
our mercies for the welfare of their precious and immortal 
fouls. 

Ifone from any of the furrounding nations, which were 
living in the groffeft ignorance, and perifhing for lack of 
knowledge, had come to refide in Abraham’s family, he 
‘muft very foon have perceived the difference ; he could not 
have remained in his houfe one day, before he heard of the 
God of Heaven, before he faw him. worfhipped,and-was 
Vou. II, 3 I 
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called upon to join in that devotion: means would have been 
made ule of to convince: him that he alfo was a finner, that 
he had gone aftray from the true God, and of the neceflity 
of making a covenant with him by facrifice. 

In refleCting upon this we fee the duty of every believer 
in Jefus, who is a mafter of a family ; while at the fame 
' time we are led to lament and condemn the condué of thofe 
who depart from it. 

I have known inftances of this, and am acquainted with 
fome families where both hufband and wife have (I truft) 
tafted that the Lord is gracious, and are both walking the 
way to Zion with their faces thitherward ; they are bleffed 
with children and with fervants, and yet have no altar in 
their houfe to the God of Lfrael for family worfhip! It is 
what they have hitherto lived in the negleé& of, , and have 
not courage to begin now. Ifa relation or an acquaintance, 
who is aftranger to real religion, vifits their family for a 
few days, they have not fufficient refolution even to com: 
verfe upon ferious fubje&ts before him; he goes from their 
habitation equally ignorant of the way of falvation, as when 
he came. Though they loved him, though they knew the 
awiul fituation he was in, and knew that he was infenfible of 
it; yea, though they faw the fword of God’s judgment com- 
ing to cut him down, yet they warned him not of his dan- 
ger, but left him to die in his iniquity. Thefe are awful 
refle€tions, efpecially when we confider the different line of 
conduct that ought to have been purfued ; and how frequent- 
ly God has blefled the holy example of thofe families that 
call upon his name, when by their practice and ferious con- 
verfation they have endeavoured to fhow the path of life to 
friends or flrangers. Often have their endeavours been 
crowned with fuccefs, and-been the means of converting 
fouls to God. A remarkable inftance of this occurred fome 
years back in my own father’s family, and as it tends to il- 
lufirate thefe obfervations, I fhall briefly relate it ; hoping, 
that through the extenfive circulation ofthe Evangelical Ma- 
gazine, it may be the happy means of encouraging fome to 
purfue a fimilar conduét, and to wreftle hard with God for 
the fame bleffing to attend it. 

My father, who is now a deacon of an independent con- 
_ gregation in a populous town in the country, was brought 
up in the farming line; and though the place in which he 
lived was only fituated about feven miles froin a town where 
the gofpel was faithfully preached, yet the glad tidings had 
never reached their ears; darknefs covered the parifhes 
around them, and grofs darknefs the people ; fo that they 
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were as ignorant of the way of falvation as the inhabitants 
of any of the iflands of the pacific ocean: but bleffed be 
God, that among the many happy confequences refulting 
from the eftablifhment of the Miffionary Society, an affoci- 
ation has been formed in that county to fend the gofpel to 
ali its parifhes ; but to return. ; 
He who taketh one of a family and two ef a city, and 
bringeth them to Zion, by an over-ruling Providence caufed 
my father to come and fettle in the tewn juft alluded to; he 
went one evening to the meeting houfe, merely to pais 
away an idle hour, and God {ent the word home to his heart. 
He now became fenfible of the awful ftate he was in by na- 
ture; he had no fooner difcovered the way of faivatior, 
and found the pearl of great price, than he went with the 
glad tidings to his father’s houfe ; but it feemed to them 
only as an idle tale. Some years after he was married, and 
fettled in this town, one of his filters (who was about 24 
years of age) came to fee him, and flopped at his houfe, L 
beheve, about a week ; though fhe was an utter ftranger to 
religion, it did not occafion him to deviate from his general 
conduct ; family prayer was (as ufual) attended to, and if a 
Chriftian friend called in, experimental religion was often 
the topic of their converfation, and this frequently in her 
prefence. At the time appointed fhe went home to her fa- 
ther’s houfe, without any fign of its having made the leaft 
imprefiion upon her mind. About two years after this fhe 
was taken ill with a violent fever, and fo rapid was its pro- 
grefs upon her conftitution, that in a few days all hopes of 
her recovery were given up. In this ftate, inthe near ape 
proach of death, the earneftly requefted my father to be fent 
for. To her aged parents and relations, that ftood by her 
bed-fide, ihe repeatedly addreffed herfelf, and acquainted 
them of the awful ftate they were living in: for though they 
were amiable as to their moral characters, yet they were 
grofsly ignorant of the way of falvation. They, to comfort 
her, told her fhe had been a good and dutiful child ; mene. 
tioned the refpect fhe was held in by all the parifh ; enume- 
rated her many good qualifications; and from all thefe 
things they thought fhe was as certain of going to heaven, 
as any one upon earth: but this fhe knew to be only a re- 
fuge of lies, though it was all the comfort they could yield. 
her ina dying hour. She told them they were as ignorant 
of her cafe, as they were awfully deluded in their own; that 
none but her brother, who was fent for, underftood her fitus 
ation; he knew the way of falvation, and could point out 
the path of life, whilft they, though they knew it not, were 
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going the high road to deftruction. My father came there 
in the fame forenoon, which was but a few hours before fhe 
expired. He went with little hopes of being of any real fer- 
vice to her, well knowing the awful blindnefs of the whole 
family : but what was his aftonifhment when he arrived 
there! what joy and confolation filled his mind when he be- 
gan to converfe with her ; he foon found that her converfion 
had long been begun and carried on, and that he had been 
the blefled means of it, though he had not known it. With 
tears of joy and gratitude fhe told him the commence ment 
of it, which was, when fhe was at his houfe two years be- 
fore ; that her eyes were in fome meafure opened by hear- 
ing him when at prayer with his family, but more particu- 
larly in hearing fome religious converfation between my fa- 
ther and a chriftian friend who called in. She here related 
to him a great part of it, all of which he had then wholly 
forgotten. She told him the effect it had upon her mind 

when fhe returned home ; that though fhe had no one to 
open her heart to, yet fhe was enabled to meditate upon it ; 
that it led her to read her Bible, and to pray overit ; and to 
his great fatisfaction, defcribed, from that-circumftance, the 
working of the Spirit of God upon her own foul. She told 
him fhe had often defired to come and fee him again, but 
was deterred from it by fear of the fmall-pox, which had 
been continually in the town. After fome further conver- 
fation, in which fhe expreffed herfelf with great thankfulnefs 
to him, and blefling God that fhe had ever been to his houfe, 
fhe clofed her eyes upon all terreftrial objects, and fell afleep 
in Jefus. 

What confolation did this yield in the trying hour, when 
called to take a lafting farewell of a dying relative! Yea, 
what encouragement does it*hold out for us,” when oppor- 
tunity offers, to make ufe of every means to britfg a foul to 
God. Nor let us be difheartened though we fee not our 
endeavours crowned with fuccels; the feed may long lie 
buried, and for ought we know, after we have quitted our 
earthly tabernacles, our paft inftructions may fink deeper 
into fome hearts; and, by the bleffed influence of the Holy 
Spirit, take root, and bring forth fruit unto everlafting life. 
And, on the contrarv, if we have lived in theneglect of this 
kpewn duty, what unhappy refle€tions muft it afford? and 
fhou!d we ever be cailed to the death-bed of a friend who 
is ignorant of the true knowledge of Chrift, and to whom 
we formerly had opportunities of fhewing his danger, but 
negleGted to do it, what muft be the anguifh of our foul, 
when we fee him drawing his laft breath, and grappling with 





9 Pete 











| 
| 
| 
' 


MAORI NCCRRER EERE TET NE 









( 437 ) 


black defpair! You that knew the way to everlafting life 
refufed to point it out to him; you knew the mortal wound 
that fin had given him, and ought to have fhewn him the 
balm of Gilead, and the phyfician there ; the precious op- 
portunities are left for ever; you refufed to fhew him. the 
things that made for his everlafting peace, and. now they are 
for ever hid from his eyes! 


W. H=....¢, 


THOUGHTS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF CATE- 
CHISING YOUTH. 


F the principles of Chriftianity were deeply rooted in the 

hearts of our countrymen, what excellent fruit would 
they produce! the nation would be transformed to a ftate 
of fuperior excellence, bearing fome refemblance to the 
celeftial abodes. 

A general profeffion of religion is made, it.is true, and the 
doétrines of the grace of God are clearly taught among us; 
but we have, notwithftanding, to lament, that the general 
body of the people are, both in principle and practice, but 
little removed from the ignorance of their pagan anceftors. 
To inveftigate the origin of an evil which reflects fo much 
fhame upon minifters, parents, and the teachers of youth, 
has been the work of wife and pious men. ‘And the conclu- 
fion which Bilhop Beveridge, Gurnail, and others, have been 
obliged to draw, is, that the neglect of catechetical instruc- 
tion, is the fource of the malady. Youth, by this omifion, 
being left ignorant of the fundamental principles of religion, 
neither underftand the Scriptures they read, nor the fermons 
they hear. The enemy availing himfelf of their blindnefs, 
prevents the feed taking root; and infidelity, inattention, 
and immorality fpring, becaufe better feed was not fown. 
Nor can we ever expect to fee a general reformation, either 
among the richor poor, till the great duty of catechifing 
youth is extenfively revived. 

Our obligation to adopt this plan of Cariftian inftruction, 
is founded in the exprefs command of God. “ Train upa 
‘child in the way that he fhould go, and when he is old he 
‘¢ will not depart from it.” Prov. xxii. 6. ‘ Fathers, provoke 
‘* not your children to wrath, but bring them up in the nur- 
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REFLECTIONS ON JOHNii 17. 
“ Of his fulness have all we received.” 


a be a partaker of the fulnefs of Chrift is the higheft 
privilege to which man can be admitted; the believer 
enjoys a foretafte of it here, and when he arrives in the eter- 
nal kingdom of the Lamb, he will be continually receiving 
frefh meafures of that inexhauftible fulnefs, which will be 
the fource of all his joys, and the theme of his fong for ever. 
—Jefus Chrift is revealed in the fcriptures, as poffefling an 
infinite fulnefs in himfelf, both as God and as the God-Man 
Mediator. 

Chrift poffeffes infinite fullnefs as God.—Deity is unquef- 
tionably the fource of all good; we have, therefore, only to 
prove that Chrift is God, and it carries with it fatisfactory 
evidence, that in him are infinite treafures of grace and mercy. 
It will be needlefs to multiply quotations, as one clear {crip- 
ture proof is as fatisfactory as an hundred to the man who 
receives the {criptures as the word of God. We are told 
that “in him dwelleth all the fulnefs of the godhead bodily* :” 
that is, the whole nature and attributes of God dwell really 
and fubftantially in Chrift’s human nature. 

But let us more particularly confider the fulnefs Chrift 

offeffes in his covenant relation to his people, as their 
God-Man Mediator, pofiefling infinite grace and the Spirit 
above meafuref, and communicating this grace to his people, 
who come as empty veffels to be filled, and are enabled in 
their meafure to manifeft his fulnefs, by the variety of gifts 
and graces he difpenfes among them, till he brings every 
member to his full {piritual ftature, and then gives them an 
abundant entrance into his kingdom of glory. The church 
being called the fulnefs of Chrilt{, his myftical body cannot 
be complete without the full and complete falvation of all its 
members. 

-When the Holy Spirit has wrought faving convictions in 
the heart of a finner, he who betore thought himfelf wife, 
now fees that he was ignorant of the things that concern his 
moft important intereits: but itis his happinefs that in 


* Col. ti. 9. t John iii, 34. { Ephes. i. 23. 
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not bounded by the period of the prefent life, but which ex- 
tend to eternity: asa finner he was banifhed for ever from 
the prefence of God; but he is now brought nigh to him by 
the redemption of Chrift. When faith is in exercife, this 
excites continual joy, and while he enjoysa fenfe of the 
love of his Redeemer, he anticipates the happinefs of hea- 
ven while in this lower world ; but his adverfary, the devil, 
will not long fuffer him to continue in peaceab te poffefhon 
of this enjoyment ;, he will firft fuggeft earthly mindednefs, 
and watching for his halting, tempt him to backflide from 
that God to whom he is under fuch infinite obligations ; 

when brought to a fenfe of his backiiidings he is humbled 
under the conviction, and has continual recourfe to that 
blood of atonement which cleanfeth from all fin; and God 
having promifed to heal all the backilidimgs of thofe who 
return unto him, he holds on his way receiving out of the 
fulnefs of Jefus as he ftands in need, till he is taken by his 
Lord to enjoy the fulnefs of his prefence, where no enemy 
fhall interrupt him, but all thall be harmony, peace, and 
love, for ever. j. Ts 


A SOLILO QY. 


“ This foul of mine was never made 
“ For vanity and luit.” Watts. 


ND yet, O my foul, what are thy purfuits, what are 
thy hopes! ! Thy purfuits are folly, and thy hopes 
worldly. Yet gold is not wanted: covetoufnefs is not thy 
foible. Thou doft not delight in fcenes of wickednefs— 
no, but thy crime is a too great inattention to thy eternal 
concerns, and amuch greater folicitude for the pleafures, 
tho’ not for the riches,’ of this tranfitory world, than is con- 
fiftent with the noble nature of an immortal being. For 
well thou knowelt, that this world is but a {tate of proba- 
tion, a {hort pilgrimage, wu fleeting paflage ; that this life will 
but appear as a tale that is told, in comparifon with the life, 
the eternal life, we are about to enter. 
Oh! my foolifh wandering heart, why are thy feelings 
fo congenial with the world? Can it promife thee a length 
of years? can it enfure thee one moment ?—-no! then why 
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Bethlehem, (Fudea,) February, 1800. 
Dear Parents, 


] EMBRACE the prefent opportunity of fending you a few 

lines, hoping they will find you in as good health as they 
leave me: thanks be to God for this, and all his other mer- 
cies fince I left Europe. For the hand of God has been 
with me, as will appear from the fequel, ever fince I left m 
native country ; for in all the viciflitudes and troubles that 
have attended our paflage from Ireland to the coaft of 
Egypt, and from that through the Red Sea, until we arrived 
in Judea, 114 miles from Jerufalem, the prefence of the 
Lord has been with me, both day and night. _Bleffed be his 
holy name, he has been pleafed to lead me into the know- 
ledge of redeeming love, and give me to experience the 
power of his glorious gofpel, and of his almighty grace, fo 
that I may walk in the light of falvation through a Re- 
dcemer. 

When I received your laft letter, we were under orders 
to march to Cork, where we embarked for Egypt, the 2d 
of Augufl 1799, on board the Royal Sovereign, of 110 guns, 
in company with the reft of the fhips under the command of 
Commodore Sir Sidney Smith, to a& againft the French on 
the coaft of Egypt. We paffed through the German Ocean 
to the coaft of France, and thento Gibraltar: we had fine 
weather for ten days in fight of Italy, until we came to 
Malta, on the 18th of September. All this time we did 
not know our deftination ; but on the 19th, a frigate came 
to the Commodore, to inform him that fome French fhips 
of war were off the coaft of Egypt. We were then given to 
know our deftination was Turkey, to learn the Turks the 
art of managing the great guns, with other branches of the 
art of war, which is ourprefent employment. We had fine 
weather for five days, to pafs along the coaft of Egypt, for 
we could not land at,any place in that country, it being 
all in the hands of the French, commanded by General 
Buonaparte ; however, the city of Acre was at this time be- 
fieged by the above-mentioned army, confifting of 30, 000 
men. The city is fituated upon the borders of the Red Sea, 
in Syria, and is the fame where the Chriftian kings loft fo 
many men, when they attempted to take it from the Infi- 
dels inthe holy wars. . We were obliged to land at the port . 
town of Aleppo for frefh water, where we embarked again, 
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let its folly captivate thy better affections. It will begin with 
entertaining, but where will it end? In entailing contempt, 
mifery, and defpair upon its votaries. Strange that man, the 
moft favoured of allthe creation; man, who is the image of 
his Maker; that this highly favoured man fhould be the 
moft ungrateful of all the works of his Maker’s hand ; flight- 
ing his bounty, grieving his Spirit, rejecting his offers of fal- 
vation, and eager for nothing but the {traws and dutt of earth. 
And when he has gained the height of his ambition, what is 
the amount? vexation, difappointment, and remorfe. His 
riches, his honours, will fly fafter than they were accumu- 
lated, and nothing will be left him but regret for mif-fpent 
time ; and one little fpot of earth where he mutt lie down, 
and terminate this glorious fcheme of worldly wifdom !— 
Oh, my foul, flee from the wrath to come, no longer 
procraftinate, but fly to the Rock that is higher than thou 
art. 
However the Chriftian’s path is ftrewed with thorns, oh! 
my Cod, enable me to chufe the narrow way that Jeads to 
life. O let me not be loft in defpondency, let me not be 
frightened at the hill Difficulty, nor at the dangers that befet 
the way. O God! keep me alike from pride and delpair, 
and at laft, bring me to the gate. of the celeftial city, where 


( O glorious flate ! O bleft abode !) 
I fhall be near and like my God. 
SOPHIA. T. 


—_p GD aa 


LETTER FROM JUDEA. 
To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 


SIR, ; 

The annexed is an extraét of a Letter from ay man 
belonging to the Britifh Artillery, who went,with Sir 
Sidney Smith into the Eaft. The pious ftrain‘in which he 
introduces his letter, and other circumftances, have indu- 
ced me to trouble you with a copy, which, if you think 
worthy of a place in your excellent Magazine, you will be 
fo good as infert, and much oblige, Sir, 

Your’s, &c. Z. Ts 
Dundee, 30th April, 1800. | 
P.S. The letter is direéted to his father in this town. 
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Bethlehem, (fudea,) February, 1800. 
Dear Parents, 


] EMBRACE the prefent opportunity of fending you a few 
lines, hoping they will find you in as good health as they 
leave me: thanks be to God for this, and all his other mer- 
cies fince I left Europe. For the hand of God has been 
with me, as will appear from the fequel, ever fince I left my 
native country ; for in all the viciflitudes and troubles that 
have attended our pafflage from Ireland to the coaft of 
Egypt, and from that through the Red Sea, until we arrived 
in Judea, 114 miles from Jerufalem, the prefence of the 
Lord has been with me, both day and night. _ Bleffed be his 
holy name, he has been pleafed to lead me into the know- 
ledge of redeeming love, and give me to experience the 
power of his glorious gofpel, and of his almighty grace, fo 
that I may walk in the light of falvation through a Re- 
deemer. 

When [ received your laft letter, we were under orders 
to march to Cork, where we embarked for Egypt, the 2d 
of Auguft 1799, on board the Royal Sovereign, of 110 guns, 
in company with the reft of the fhips under the command of 
Commodore Sir Sidney Smith, to a& againft the French on 
the coaft of Egypt. We paffed through the German Ocean 
to the coaft of France, and then to Gibraltar: we had fine 
weather for ten days in fight of Italy, until we came to 
Malta, on the 18th of September. All this time we did 
not know our deftination ; but on the 19th, a frigate came 
to the Commodore, to inform him that fome French fhips 
of war were off the coaft of Egypt. We were then given to 
know our deftination was Turkey, to learn the Turks the 
art of managing the great guns, with other branches of the 
art of war, which is our prefent employment. We had fine 
weather for five days, to pafs along” the coaft of Egypt, for 
we could not land at,any place in that country, it being 
all in the hands of the French, commanded by General 
Buonaparte ; however, the city of Acre was at this time be- 
fieged by the above-mentioned army, confifting of 30, 000 
men. The city is fituated upon the borders of the Red Sea, 
in Syria, and is the fame where the Chriftian kings loft fo 

many men, when they attempted to take it from the Infi- 
dels inthe holy wars. . We were obliged to land at the port . 
town of Aleppo for frefh water, where we embarked again, 
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and landed at the city of Acre the 12th of O&tober. Our 
fleet took all the French heavy artillery in the Red Sea, 
which we employed againft themfelves, and obliged them to 
raife the fiege with the lofs of the greater part of their army. 
General Buonaparte having proceeded into Egypt with his 
army, left us at liberty to go further into Turkey, which 
you will obferve we did. Welay here one month, and then 
marched to the city of Samaria, in Galilea, where we lay 
fix weeks, when we got orders to proceed to Terufelem, 
We pafied by the land of Sodom the 20th of January, and 
encamped the 26th on the Mount of Olives, 20 miles from 
Jerufalem, and upon the 2d of February marched into that 
city. ‘The religion here is that of Mahomet, and there are 
great numbers of pilgrims. The city, which is about as large 
as Dundee, is 45 miles from the fea. The fineft building in 
itis atemple, (iormerly) dedicated to the fun, (but now) be- 
longing to the Turks. ‘There is another temple built over 
the place where our Saviour was buried, and animage of the 
Virgin Mary, of gold, to which the pilgrims pay their devo- 
tions. Here is to be. feen likewife the cleft of the rock, 
which rent when our Saviour gave up the ghoft. We lay 
here three weeks, and then came to this town, namely, Beth- 
lehem, ten miles from Jerufalem. ‘This town is about as 
large as Perth, with fome fine ftrects in it. The place where 
our Saviour was born is now covered with a chapel, about 
ws large as the fteeple of the church in Dundee, where the 
Chriftians worfhip. 

The moft remarkable thing in this country is the cheap, 
nefs of provifions, &c. Wine to be haei at two pence per 
bottle ; lemons one penny per dozen, and oranges the 
fame ; figs three-pence-halfpenny per pound; butter, milk, 
and cheefe, alfo very plenty. It may, with great propriety, 
be fill Niled the Promifed Land, “ a land flowing with milk 
‘‘ and honey;” for there is every thing in great abundance. 
In fhort, this country almoft wants for nothing ; money be- 
ing very little ufed. got a cheft made in Jerufalem of the 
wood of Lebanon for two fhillings, which would have colt 

ne twa guineas in Britain, &c, 


(Signed) DAVID TAYLOR. 





A MEDITATION. 


WRITTEN IN A TIME OF ILLNESS. 
. 

N this hour of languor and indifpofition, which loudly 

calls upon me to remember the weaknefs and mortality of 
this tabernacle of clay, it behoves thee, O my foul, to retire, 
into thy fecret chamber, to clofe every avenue againtt the in- 
trufions of bufinefs or amufement, and fpring forward on 
the wings of meditation to meet that folemn period, when 
this frail body mutt be ftretched upon the bed of death, and . 
thou fhalt take a final farewel (as to this world) of the com- 
panion, who has for fo long a feafon miniftered to thy wants, 
and fhared thy joys and forrows. Behold it tortured with 
pain, and finking under the preffure of weaknefs, falling a 
hafty victim to the fudden attack of fome inveterate difeafe, | 
or gradually decaying under fome lingering, but incurable 
malady . The world, at this momentous feafon, appears ta 
be, as indeed it is, lighter than vanity itfelf ;-and could I 
have attained the higheft pinnacle of human honour, or 
amafled riches enough to fill the univerfe, all would be of as 
little importance as the {mall duft in the balance ; eternity, 
and eternity alone, is now the objeét of my attention. Per- 
haps fome dear, fome much-loved friend, may watch in fis 
Jent grief my dying pillow, and anticipate with weeping 
eyes, the moment when even the ftrong ties of friendthip 
fhall ‘be rent in funder; or it-may be, I fhall enjoy no fuch 
invaluable privilege, but the laft mournful offices will be left 
to thofe whofe bulinefs it 1s to attend the fick and dying 
chamber, and whom habit has rendered indifferent to hu- 
man woe ; but this, ({trong as are the emotions of nature on 
fuch refleétions) even this, is comparatively unimportant, 
If thou, O Friend of finners, Saviour of Men! if thou art 
but prefent in that eventful hour, all fhall be well; fmooth- 
ed by thy gentle hand, my dying pillow fhall be fofter than 
the: fineft down ; fupported by thy victorious arm, I fhall 
triumph over Death and all his gloomy attendants, and, re- 
clined on thy compaflionate bofom, I fhall enjoy fwexter reft 
than ever was experienced by the worldling in his happieft 
moments of health and tumultuous joy. 

The period of diffolution now approaches ; let me antt- 
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cipate the awful moment. Thefe eyes, which have fo often 
been the organs to convey inftruction and delight to the 
mind, can no longer diftinguifh furrounding objeéts ; the film 
of death has covered them, and they are foon to be clofed in 
total darknefs! This tongue, which lately rejoiced to unite 
with the affembly of Saints below, in finging the wonders of 
redeeming love, now faulters, and can {carcely articulate a 
complete fentence : yet, O my deareft Lord, deny me not 
one earneft petition, one importunate requeft! Let me, even 
when on the verge of eternity, be enabled to declare thy 
goodnefs to all who may approach my bed, and if I am in- 
capable of finging thy praifes, affift me at leaft to whifper 
forth thy love!—but, hark! the laft groan that moment 
heaved the throbbing bofom, the painful ftruggle now, is over ; 
thy fetters are broken, thy prifon doors thrown open, and 
inou art releafed from thy long confinement ; but who can 
{peak the aflonifhment of the difembodied fpirit, or defcribe 
the fcenes which now open to thy view? A moment thou 
mayeft ftop, and behold the fenfelefs clay from which thou 
art jufl efcaped ; but foon, turning thy attention to what fo 
much better deferves it, thou fhalt foar far above thefe lower 
regions, and wing thy rapid way to brighter worlds ; new 
beauties break upon thee as thou advancefl, while minifler- 
ing fpirits defcend from on high to accompany thy flight, 
and felicitate thee on thy emancipation. This wondrous 
ball, crowded with fo many myriads of bufy mortals, leffens 
to thy view till it appears but like a floatingatom. The 
ftarry orbs attract thy notice as thou pafleft, but thefe too 
thou fhait leave far, far behind: and, now behold! the por- 
tals of heaven appear, and the paffport is demanded by 
which thou canft claim admiffion into the realms of endlefs 
blifs, What haft thou to produce? nothing—nothing but 
the name of Jesus. Unworthy in myfelf, mayeft thou fay, 
«Of any portion but everlafting mifery, I plead only what 
Chrift has ddhe and fuffered on my behalf: he paid upon the 
crofs the full amount of my debt to divine juftice, and it is 
in virtue of a vital union with him, my living head, that I 
folicit an entrance here.” The pleais accepted in the courts 
of heaven, and the fhining gates are unbarred, and now thou 
art privileged with a feat among the bleffed. All the fur- 
rounding objects claim thy admiration; but, behold in the 
midft of yon refplendent glory is the throne of God and of 
the Lamb ; hither, with tranfport unknown to Angels, 
thou fiieft, and, in humble proftration breatheft forth the 
overflowing gratitude and adoration, which, through cternal 
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ages, fhalltune thy golden harp, and fwell thy notes of 


praife. ' 

How faint this reprefentation ! yet farther, O my foul, 
thou canft not penetrate; and even from hence thou muft 
now return to this terreftrial glube, and wait here in long- 
ing expectation, till death fhall introduce thee to happinefs, 


of which the higheft ideas thou here canft form are feeble and 


inadequate. 

But let me now, fora moment, (if I can bear the thought) 
reverfe the fcene, and fuppofe myfelf at the point of launch- 
ing into eternity, without an intereft in redeeming love, un- 
acquainted with a Saviour’s name, unwafhed in his blood, 
unconcerned in the bleffings of his falvation. The foul, dif- 
tracted at the profpeét of an eternal duration, in which fhe 
has nothing to hope for but mifery, cleaves to the body 
which has engroffed all her cares, and ftruggles hard for life, 
but allin vain. Forced to quit her crumbling tenement, fhe 
groans in deep defpair ; then, without any fupport from that 
God whom in life the difregarded, and whom fhe can now 


only confider as an angry judge: without one pitying angel - 
y gry J 5 pitying ang 


to mitigate her agomies, fhe looks in vain to heaven, and 
fmks in endlefs ruin!! I can purfue the awful idea no fur- 
ther! O all merciful God, fave me, fave every one of my 
readers, from ever realizing the dreadful picture ; and 
grant that we may all in time fecure an intereft in that dear 
Redeemer, who can alone make a dying moment comforta- 
ble, a profpect of eternity delightful. 


EK. T. 
Sandwich. 


_A GLIMPSE AT HEAVEN. 
By the late Rev. William Nimmo, of Roberton. 
A S the day will come wherein God will deftroy all the 


workers of iniquity, fo the day will come, O pio:s 
foul! the day will certainly come, when the gracious God 
will reward and crown all that love his commandments, and 
feek the glory he has made them for. Why do ye mourn, 
ye children oflight, to whom belong the promifes of blifs? 
You who feed on the pleafant fruits of piety, and the conti- 
nual feaft of a good confcience ; who tafte already the fweet- 


nefs of hope, and hereafter fhall be fatisfied with the full- 
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nefs of fruition, what can moleft your happy ftate, whom 
the God of glory has chofen for himfelf; whom he has 
adopted into his honourable family, and defigned for heirs 
of the kingdom of heaven? That bleffed kingdom where all 
delights abound, and whence forrows and tears are for ever 
banifhed ; where none are fick, grow old, or die ; where all 
flourifh in perfeét health, and live an immortal life in all the 
beauty and vigour of eternal youth; where none are perplex- 
ed with cares or fears ; but all dwell fecure and free for ever ; ; 
where we fhall no more be fubject to change ; no more be 
expofed to the danger of temptation ; no more fhall we be 
crofled by others, nor ever difgufted with our own paffions. 
There a ferene tranquility fhall always dwell within us, and 
innumerable joys be round about us: joy in the excellency 
of our glorified bodies ; joy in the perfection of our enlarged 
douls ; joy in the fociets of Saints: joy in the glorious com- 
pany of angels ; joy in the ravilhing fight of our beloved Je- 
fus ; joy in the blifsful union with the adorable Deity : all fhall 
be joy, leve and peace, and all endure for eternal ages. 
Let then the fervants of our Lord rejoice and fing, “ Sweet 
is the yoke of thy love, O Jefus ; and light is the burden of 
thy commands.” But, O! how far more rich are thy faith- 
ful promifes ? how infinitely greater thy glorious rewards, 
when every divine virtue in us fhall there be rewarded with 
its proper crown and glory ? The /umble there fhall be high- 
ly exalted, and the poor in spirit fhall be preferred to be 
kings. ‘The mee’ fhall poffefs the holy land, and the mourn- 
ers be comforted with eternal refrefhments. The clean of 
heart fhall fee the God of purity and the lovers of peace thall 
have the privilege of his children. They who hunger ana 
thirst alter righteoufnefs fhall be filled, and the merciful 
will bé entertained with the 4ind embraces of mercy. ‘They 
who fuffer persecution for righteoufnefs fake fhall receive a 
great reward. They fhall bleis each charitable hand that 
was afliftant to their happinefs. ‘They fhall praife and ad- 
mire the provident mercies of their God, .and fing aloud the 
vidlories of his grace. With joyful wonder they fhall fay, 
‘¢ Is this the reward of the little pains we took? Are thefe 
the repairs for the petty loffes we fuffered ? Happy we who 
denied ovrfelves a few toys, and are now advanced to 
thefe high felicities. Millions of years fhall pafs away, 
and our glory fhall but then feem to begin: yea, when 
millions of millions are pall, our glory (hall be no nearer 
to its end !” 








CHRIST NO IMPOSTOR; 






OR THE RELIGION OF JESUS WITHOUT BRIBERY. 









]*. the Great Founder of our holy religion had been an im- 
poftor, he muft have had fome fecular intereft in view ; 
and if the Saviour’s defign had been to feduce the people, 
and promote his own intereft, he moft certainly would have A 
taken the fame courfe that other deceivers do. He would 
have flattered the people’s humours ; formed his doétrines 
according to their fancies; courted the favour of fuch as 
were in authority, and ftudied and practifed all other popu- 
lar arts that might infinuate himfelf into their good opinion, 
and gain fuch an intereft with them as would be fufficient to 
accomplifh the end he propofed. Ina word, he would have 
endeavoured to have anfwered the raifed expectations of the 
Jews refpeCting their temporal Meffiah, whom they vainly 
and ignorantly fuppofed would redeem Ifrael, free them 
from the Roman yoke, and greatly exalt their nation. But 
didhe adopt thefe maxims? Did he ever flatter any? Did 
he ufe any means to obtain the favour of the Scribes and 
Pharifees? Did he connive at their fins and vicious pratti- 
ces! Did he teach them or any others to. expect any world- 
ly advantages from him, (fuch as wealth, power, honour, 
&c.)? No—he continually expofed their wickednefs, op- 




















pofed their practices, preached the moft humiliating doc- 
trines, and when thoufands who faw the wonders of his pow- ‘ 
er, and how eafily he could have maintained armies without 
expence,. would have made him a king, he fled from them, | 
and uniformly declared that his “ kingdom was not of this 
“‘ world.” Though he was Lord of all, we hear him fay, 
“« The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air nefts, but 
‘the Son of Man hath not where to lay his head.” Nor 
has he tatght any of his difciples to expect worldly advan- 
tage from embracing his intereft ; in this refpeét he has left 
the foundation of virtue and religion entire. . No doubt, if 
he were conftantly to feed his dilciples with loaves and fifh- 
es; if -he were to beftow upon them abundance of wealth 
and honour ; if he were to grant them crowns and {cepires ; 
if he were to fit his doctrines and precepts to their corrupt 
propenfities, and make the way to heaven broad inftead of 
narrow, he would have many more followers, the work of 
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his minifters would be eafy, his churches would be full, and 
all would flock to his ftandard. 

But let us attend to fome of the flanding laws of this king- 
dom: ‘* Ifany man will be my difciple, he muft take up his 
“ crofs and deny himfelf, and follow me. Inthe world ye 
“‘ fhall have tribulation.” Though our fins fhould be as 
dear to us as our eye or hand, we mutt part with them for 
his fake ; nay, all that is dear to us muft be deemed nothing, 
when put in competition with his honour; and we are not 
worthy the honour of being his difciples, unlefs we can fa- 
crifice all things for him. Can any thing fhort of principle 
engage us to be the fervants of Chrift? Is there any bribery 
in his religion? Can he reafonably expeét the crown who is 
not willing to endure the crofs? Let no Chriftian wonder 
or be difmayed at his fufferings. This is the ftate of trial, 
and not of reward. Let him not murmur at the providence 
of God, becaufe good men are afflicted, and bad men often 
profper. ‘ The wicked have no changes, and therefore 
they fear not God.” They have their portion in this life. 
Nor let any be deterred from engaging in the Lord’s fervice 
from this reprefentation, for, though religion is attended 
with difficulties, and requires facrifices, yet it brings infi- 
nite bleflfings to the foul—* it is the foul of happinefs.” Her 
ways are pleafantnefs and her paths peace ; O tafte and fee 
that the Lord is good. Let poor deluded infidels refleét on 
the difinterefted character of Chrift and the true nature of 
his religion, and blufh and be filent for ever. 


To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 


MR. EDITOR, 


Whatever is calculated to imprefs the public mind with a 
deep fenfe of the importance and practicability of enlighten- 
ing the Heathen, ought to be circulated through channels 
the moft extenfive. You'll oblige me, therefore, by the in- 
fertion of the ie pa extract. 

W. M. 


‘. A LTHOUGH the alee in general, have a very 
great idea of the wealth and power of the Europeans, 
Iam afraid that the Mahometan converts among them think 
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but very lightly of our fuperior attainments in religious 
knowledge. ‘The white traders in the maritime diftriéts 
take no pains to countera¢t.this unhappy prejudice ; always 
performing their own devotions in fecret, and feldom con- 
defcending to converfe with the Negroes in a friendly and 
inftructive manner. To me, therefore, it was not fo much 
the fubject of wonder, as matter of regret, to obferve, that 
while the fuperftition of Mahomet has, in this manner, fcat- 
tered a few faint beams of learning among thefe poor people, 
the precious light of Christianity is altogether excluded. 1 
could not but lament, that although the Coaft of Africa has 
now been known and frequentea by the Europeans for more 
than two hundred vears, yet the Negroes still remain entire 
strangers to the doctrines of our holy religion. We are anx- 
ious to draw from obfcurity the opinions and records of an- 
tiquity, the beauties of Arabian and Afiatic literature, &c. 
But while our libraries are thus flored with the learning of 
various countries, we diftribute witha parfimonious hand 
the bleflings of religious truth, to the benighted nations of 
the earth. The natives of Afia derive but little advantage, 
in this refpe&t, from an intercourfe with us; and even the 
poor Africans, whom we affect to confider as barbarians, 
look upon us, I fear, as little better than a race of formida- 
ble, but ignorant heathen. 

*‘ Perhaps a fhort and eafy introduction to Chriftianity, 
fuch, as is found in fome of the catechifms for children, 
elegantly printed in Arabic, and diftributed in different parts 
of the coaft, might have a wonderful effet—the expence 
would be but trifling; curiofity would induce many to read 
it; and the evident fuperiority which it would poffefs over 
their prefent manufcripts, both in point of elegance and 
cheapnefs, might, at leaft, obtain it a place among the {chool 
books of Africa. 

‘The reflections which I have ventured to fubmit to my 
readers on this important fubject, naturally fuggefted them- 
felves to my mind, on perceiving the encouragement which 
was there given to learning (fuch as it was) in many parts of 
Africa. I have obferved that the pupils at Karmalia were 
moft of them the children of Pagans; their parents, there- 
fore, would have no predileétion for the doctrines of Maho- 
met. Their aim was their children’s improvement; -and if 
a more enlightened fyftem had prefented itfelf, it would 
probably have been preferred.” 

Trav. Inter. of Africa, by Mungo Park, p. 315, 316. 


A 


/ 











°° Se 


Tt. , Sareea MSs 


oe oe 


SS Ee SE 


t 
i 

















ON EVANGELICAL PEACE. 


7,’ VANGELICAL peace implies reconciliation betwixt 
God and man. Sinners, by nature, are enemies to their 
Maker; and for this reafon ‘‘ God is angry with them every 
“day.” But Jefus is the glorious Mediator, who, by his 
death, has opened a way for the honourable exercife of mer- 
cy on God’s part ; and, by the powerful agency of his Spirit, 
makes his people willing to receive the atonement, to lay 
down the weapons of their unreafonable oppofition to the 
caufe of Heaven, and chearfully to yield themfelvesto the fer- 
vice of their moit righteous Sovereign. Hence arifes that 
inward compofure, that heart-felt fatisfaCtion, which none 
but its happy fubje&ts can poffibly comprehend. Hence 
originate thofe wifhes which, expanding the good man’s 
foul, aim at the diffufion of peaceful principles and of a 
peaceful behaviour among the whole of human kind. And, 
I may add, hence {pring thofe juft notions and thofe delight- 
fal anticipations which the Chriftian forms of the kappinefs 
of heaven. | 
There are fome people, it is to be feared, whofe minds are 
ferene merely through ignorance of their condition. Though 
they ‘are by nature the children of wrath even as others,” 
yet they liften to the repeated, the too fuccefsful whifper of 
their own deceitful hearts, until they feel a confident perfua- 
fion that there is no danger: while others, who cannot deny 
that in fome cafes at leait they have finned, depend on the 
virtue of what they term their good actions, as a fufficient 
atonement for thofe which are confefledly bad. This, how- 
ever, is not the peace of the real Chriflian. This peace (if 
it deferves the name) arifes from a total overfight of the firft 
principles of Chriftianity. ‘The Gofpel, in all its gracious 
ropofals, takes it for granted that mankind are finners, 
under the difpleafure of (sod, and utterly incapable of aton- 
ing for their paft offences, by any» of their future duties. 
The Gofpel proclaims “‘ peace % Fesus Christ,” and aflures 
that “‘ He is our peace.” It is “being juftified by faith, that 
‘we have peace with God, through our Lord Fesus Christ.” 
That peace, therefore, which the Chriftian enjoys, well cor- 
refponds with the deepeft fenfe of guilt, and originates in a 
humble dependance on the finifhed falvation of Jefus; and 
in thefe refpedts it boafts an exclufive peculiarity. At the 
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fame time, it muft be remembered, that a principle of holi- 


nefs in the heart, difplayed in the life and converfation, is 
abfclutely neceflary, as an evidence of intereft in the Redeem- 
er, end is the very effence of genuine religion. 

This peace is produétive of the moft fubfantial benefits, 
in regard both to the prefent and the future world. In all 
the various conditions of the life that now is, Gofpel-peace 
will prove itfelf an invaluable blefiing. Suppofe the Chrif- 
tian called forth into a public {phere of action; the peace 


which his religion infpires will render him greatfervice. If 


he be .a man invefted with any important office in the ftate, 
the tranquility of his mind will be a fource of pleafure to 
himfelf, and will impart energy to the meafurss he may 
adopt for the good of others. If he be a man engaged in an 
extenfive line of bufinefs, he will here aifo find the happy 
influence of evangelical peace. While the ungodly finner 
purfues his calling, at once with greedinefs and diitraction, 
the man of real piety will follow his occupation with regu- 
larity and fobernefs. ‘The peace of his mind will fecure him 
from that buftle and precipitation which are fo frequently 
the occafion of commercial mifcarriages, and willtend, at 
the fame time to order and good-will among fuch as aét un- 
der his authority. Let us fuppofe the good man’s fituation 
in life private and obscure; ftill he feels the happy influence 
of this peaceful {tate of mind. If his talents be but five, he 
has no terror from a thought that his Lord will require the 
improvement often. Ifhe be denied the applaufe of the 
populace, he refls amply fatisfied with the approbation of his 
God. Ifhe have no preferment among his fellow-mortals 
on earth, he rejoices in the hope of being a companion to 
angels, and of dwelling in the prefence of the King of hea- 
ven for evermore. 

Let us fuppofe the Chriftian to be a man of confiderable 
opulence, Heis happy, not fo much from the extent of his 
fortune as from the {weetnefs of his religion. He does good 
to his neighbours, not merely becaufe he has it in his power, 
but alfo becaufe his own mind is always pleafed to enter, in 
one jorm or another, into the abodes of the wretched. Do 
we view the man of a mind fo tranquil, in an zndigent con- 
dition? Even the hard hand of poverty is incapable of 
grafping from him the enjoyment of a good confcience, and 
of peace with God his Saviour. Though deftitute of that 
abundance which the Divine Being beftows on fome, yet that 
facred compofure with which the Holy Spirit has replenifh- 
ed his foul, operates as an antidote to envy when furveying 
the condition of the w ealthy, and as a ftimulus to gratitude 
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when contemplating the mercies with which he is ftill fur. 
rounded. In a word, whether the circumftances of a good 
man be, fuch as feem infallibly to fecure his felicity, or 
whether they wear a lowering and chearlefs afpeét, {till that 
peace of mind which is the infeparable attendant on true re- 
ligion, produces the moft important effects; in the former 
cafe it excites joy without vanity, and in the latter, fubmif- 
fon without gloom. | 

This ftate of mind has a bleffed influence on the profpect 
of death and eternity. Ah, death! muft we feel thy power? 
We mult: but we will not be afraid—for the peace of the 
Gofpel in our hearts, arms us againft all thy terrors, and bids 
us challenge thee to do thy utmoft. O death! where is thy 
iting? O grave! where is thy victory? The fting of death 
is fin, and the ftrength of fin is the law; but thanks be to 
God who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jefus 
Chrift! Death diffolves our earthly connexions. Parents 
and children muft part; pafters and churches mutt feparate ; 
hufbands and wives mutt be torn afunder ; but to fcenes like 
thefe what fays religion? Religion fays, or rather it teaches 
the perfon who pofleffes it to fay, ‘* My relation to mankind 
may be broken; I may be removed from the comforts of 
life, in its moft endearing condition; the place which now 
knows me may fhortly know me no more for ever; yet my 
mind is placid; and that peace which God is pleafed to con- 
tinue in my foul, is a full proof that I am connected with one 
from whom I fhall never be feparated. Jefus is mine, and 
Iam his. United by a principle of faith to Aim, why fhould 
I regret the diffolution of thofe feeble bonds which tie me 
to my fellow-worms? He encourages me, as I tread the 
darkfome vale, ftill to confide in hislove. His language is, 
‘«¢ My theep hear my voice, and I know them, and they fol- 
*‘low me ; and I give unto them eternal life, and they fhall 
‘never perifh, neither fhall any pluck them out of my hand.” 
On the Saviour’s promife I depend; and I am perfuaded 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things prefent, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, fhall be able to 
feparate me from the love of God which is in Chrift Jefus 
my Lord !” 

The Chriftian now ftands on the confines of eternity. ‘It 
“is appointed unto men once to die, and after this the judg- 
“ment.” Of all our actions in the prefent life, we muft give 
an account in the next. In that awful day, when the Son of 
Man fhall fit upon the throne of his glory, the finally im- 
penitent will be ftruck with horror, and will be doomed ta 
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everlafting perdition. But thou, believer in the Saviour ; 
thou who hatt fled for refuge to the hope fet before thee in 
the Gofpel, and art in the undiffembled poffeffion of this 
blefled peace ; thou fhall lift up thy head with unutterable 
joy, and fhalt be for ever with the Lord! ‘ Thy fun thall 
‘* no more go down, neither fhall thy moon withdraw itfelf ; 
“‘ for the Lord fhall be thine everlafting light, and the days 
** of thy mourning fhall be ended.” 

‘MIKROTES., 


—_— 2 aa— 


THE VALUABLE RECORD.’ 















U NDER the various difficulties of the prefent ftate, it 
affords the greateft confolation to a good man, when he 
can look above, and, with the eye of faith, read his name 
written in the book of life. Thus Job, diftreffed and per- 
fecuted, obferves, ‘“* Behold, my witnefs is in Heaven, my 
“record is on high.”* What Job faid of himfelf, may ap- 
ply to all the children of God: their citizenfhip is in Hea- 
ven, and their names enrolled in the book of life. There 
are feveral things may be faid of this record worthy of our 
attention. 

ift. It is a record of antiguity: According as he hath 
chofen us in him, before the foundation of the world.”+ 
Antiquarians appreciate their colle€tions in proportion to 
their age ; and think themfelves happy in obtaining and pre- 
ferving the remains of antiquity. Chriftians may rejoice 
in having a record older than the world itfelf ; and which all 
the revolutions of time, and the viciflitudes of human af- 
fairs, have not affeéted. Like its Author, it remains the 
fame, yefterday, to-day, and forever. 

2. It is a record of gratuity. In human records, the 
parties muft often poffefs certain qualifications, or pay con- 
fiderable fums of money before their names can be enrolled ; 
but this is “ without money and without price.” “ By grace 
“are ye faved, through faith, and that not of yourfelves ; 
‘it is the gift of God: not of works, left any man fhould 
*boaft.”t This arifes entirely from fovereign goodnefs, 
without any merit in, or recommendation from, the crea- 
ture ; it will, therefore, be ever diftinguifhed as the recard 


of grace. 
* Fob. xvi, 19. 
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6. It isarecord of remembrance. Itis faid, ‘* They that 
** feared the Lord {pake often one to another, and the Lord 
*‘ hearkened and heard it ; and a book of remembrance was 
“‘ written before him, for them that feared the.Lord, and 
** that thought upon his name.”a@ ‘hofe, therefore, whofe 
names are written in this record, fhall never be forgotten : 
—their circumftances, trials, wants, fituations, prayers, 
and confliéts, fhall come up in remembrance before God : 
** I will not forget,”d faith the Great Jehovah, “I earneft- 
“¢]y remember thee flill.’’c 

4th. it isarecord of “distin€lion. Things are often re- 
corded, that they may be diflinguifhed and feparated from 
others. So God’s people were recorded, on purpofe to be 
difiinguifhed. They are faid tobe ‘ achofen generation, 
‘“‘ a peculiar people.” Their principles, their feelings, their 
views, their difpofitions, their characters, their end, are all 
different from others ; and, finally, they will be feparated 
from the wicked, and for ever be diftinguifhed as the ob- 
jects of divine favour. 

5th. It is a record of security. Property, writings, names, 
and many other things are fecured by records. ‘This hea- ~ 
venly record runs thus: ‘I give unto my fheep eternal life, 
“ and none fhall pluck them out of my hand.”’d Believers, 
therefore, cannot be loft: they are bought with a price, and, 
as valuable property, they are fecured by infinite goodnefs 
and power. ‘They may lofe fight of this record, themfelves 
for a time, but it remains the fame. ‘ The foundation, (or 
“bond,) of God ftandeth fure,; having this feal, the 
“* Lord knoweth them that are his.”e 

6th. It isarecord of honour. Among the dignified of 
the earth, titles, arms, diflinguifhed offices, Kc. are given 
and recorded as insignia of honour. Believers are record- 
ed and characterized as kings and priefts unto God. They 
are invefted with the higheft privileges, and fignalized by 
the greateft honours ;—they bear the image of, and have 
communion with, the King of kings ;—they rife {uperior 
to the world, and are “ More excellent than their neigh- 
bours.”’ 

7. Itisarecord of perpetuity. Many records are made 
on the moft durable materials, fuch as vellum, ftone, brafs, 
marble, &c. for the purpofe of prefervation; yet, after all, 
time will wear them out. All things here are fubjec to de- 


a Mail. tii. 16. b Isa. xlix. 15. c Fer. xxx. 20. 
d Ss Dr. Hammond thinks themelios in Fohn. xii. 28, may be 


translated. 
e 2 Tim. ii. 19, £ Prov. xii. 266 
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éay, and foon will terminate in the general conflagration ; 
but no length of time can obliterate the contents of this ree 
cord, no circumftance can injure it. It will outlive “ the 
wieck of matter, and the cruth of worlds.” Eternity itfelf 
will not erafe it; “‘ for this is the record, that God hath 
‘ given to us eternal life ; and this life is in his'Son.’’* 
Should the reader be anxious to know whether his name 
be in this record, let him examine three records here on 
earth ; his own confcience, his conduct, and his Bibie.. Let 
him compare thefe, one with the other. Let him tremble 
if he find nothing in the two firft that correfponds with the 
laft ; but if his confcience be clear and his life confiftent, 
let him rejoice, Ais name is written in Heaven. C. B. 


—_—wg €) aa 


THE GOOD SAMARITAN. 


T HE good Samaritan (of whom we read in Luke, ch. x.) 
is a chara¢éter whom all men profefs to admire, but 
whom, alas! few endeavour to imitate. Menare, in gene- 
ral, but two much afraid of being troubled with other peo- 
ple’s diftrefles: but it fhould be remembered, that it is 
virtuous, noble, and Chrifl-like to be concerned for the in- 
tere{t of others. 

Misfortune, poverty, and diftrefs, are prevailing evils in 
this difordered world. “Man is born unto trouble, as the 
“ fparks fly upward.” Every city, every town, every vil- 
lage, furnifhes lamentable proof of this ; and, what adds to 
the affliclion, our sin is the procuring caufe. 

Many, who are well able to help, are moft difpofed to 
overlook the diftreffes of their brethren: fuch, readily find 
reafons ‘and excufes for their condu@. Some, from a prin- 
ciple of fupreme se//-/ove, feel little or no commifferation, 
for a fellow-creature. This felfifhnefs reigned in Haman. 
Hard-heartedness fhuts up the bowels of compaflion in 
others, who, like Nadal, cannot feel for the exigencies of 
the wretched. Some plead, inexcufe for their criminal 
negligence, the parish allowance. An exchange of circum- 
ftances with the indigent would foon convince them of the 
futility and criminality of fuch a plea. Some are fo bent 
upon laying up treafure, that they cannot bear the fight ofa 


* 1 John. v 11. + Esther, v7, 6. 
Vor. II. 3M 
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poor man, nor give a look at pining mifery. O that fuch 
unfeeling men would regard the counfel of that great Pro- 
phet, who was wifer than Solomon, to lay up treafure in 
Heaven, and to be rich toward God ! 

The good Samaritan, as depicted by our bleffed Lord, 
is an illuftrious charaéter, and well worthy our imitation. 
Let us learn of him, to exercife the feelings of humanity ; 
to be men, and not brutes ;—to commifferate the unfortunate 
(we know not how foon we may be unfortunate ourfelves.) 
—To lay out property, the good Samaritan laid out a part 
of his property in a manner that muft turn to good account, 
our Lord being Judge.* 

In all our charities, let the beft principles infpire our con- 
duct: fuch as the example of Chrift,—the love of Chrift,— 
and the hope of a better inheritance. 

in the good Samaritan, Jefus Chrift has exhibited him- 
self, and depicted his own kind condué in regard to us. 
He faw us in our low eftate, wretched and miferable in the 
extreme !—He ran to our relief:—‘* He came to feek and to 
‘¢ fave that which was loft.” He with-held no expence need- 
ful to our recovery :—our redemption coft him dear :— 
““ He who was rich, for our fakes became poor, that we, 
“through his poverty, might be made rich.” 


‘6 Oh! for this love let rocks and hills 
“ Their lafting filence break ! 

‘“* And all harmonious human tongues 
‘© The Saviour’s praifes fpeak !” 


He hath graciouily promifed whatever more may be ne- 
ceffary, that we may be perfeétly reftored and fully emanci- 

ated, and be meet for the “ inheritance of the faints in 
“light.” Yet, a little while, and he will come again, and 
bring his reward with him. 

Chrift hath fet us an example, that we fhould tread in 
his fteps: “* He went about doing good. Infpired by his 


grace, dear reader, *¢ Go thou and do likewife.” 
T. H. 


* Luke, vie 35. 












ON PRAYER. 


HEN we furvey the world with any attention, we 
fhall difcover that, however dark their intelleéts, or 
corrupt their practice, they have all fome confuled notions of 
a Supreme Being, and offer their prayersto him: fome 
indeed only in a deprecatory form; but, forthe moit part, 
ina way of fupplication—Let any: one be at the pains. of 
confulting accounts of the Greenland, the Airican,—the 
American,—the Hottentot Savages,—and the awful re- 
fult will be this,;—That it is referved for people profefing 
chriftianity and the knowledge of the true God, to refufe 
the acknowledgment due to him,—and live and die as if 
they difbelieved his exiftence ! 

Alas, how many are there that bear the chriftian name, 
and never yet bowed their knee to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift! But this paper has not fo much to 
do with thofe who are abfolutely prayerlefs,— as it has to 
imprefs the neceflity and advantages of prayer upon thofe 
who are faint and weary in their minds, or complain that 
they obtain no anfwer to their requetts. 

Refpecting the nature of prayer, be it remembered, that 
it involves in it, the following particulars :— A fenfe of 
our need; or elfe, why pray atall? A firm belief of God’s 
ability to fupply our wants; elle, why feek to hin: A 
going to him in the appointed way even by Jefus Chrift, 
pleading his own promiles, and afking for the holy f{pirit to 
help our infirmity, to teach us to afk a right, and to work 
faith in us; for it is the prayer of faith that avails. 

It is not, however, that the nature and properties of pray~ 
er are fo much misunderstood, as that the fuitable manner of 
enjoying in this important duty is neglected, that we have to 
lament. Alas! are we not all too prone to forget that 
prayer fhould be our conftant habit and employment? And 
was it not to inftruct us in this point that the dear Saviour 
{pake a parable that men fhould pray always, and not faint? 
—Yes, it was to teach us that we are not to be weary in 
this delightful exercife ; that it is not enough to retire night 
and morning to this duty—not enough to pray with all our 
family, and in the public congregation ; but that, at all 


times and in all places, our hearts fhould be going out after 
God. 
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Do any enquire why couftancy in prayer is enjoined ? Sure- 
ly, itis becaufe our wants are continually returning ; be- 

caule we are fubject to frefh attacks from our enemy ; be- 
caufe we are in continual danger of being turned afide from 
God by an evil heart of unbelief. Nor is it enough that we. 
consent to thefe things ; they are to be reduced to praétice : 
and as weare to continue in prayer, fo we are taught by an in- 
{pired writer, that we are to we stch thereunto ; watch for op- 
portunities of prayer, redec ming every moment we can from 
the world, that we may {pend it with God ; watching pro- 
vidences as a ground for prayer, and with deep ferioufnefs 
coniidering what we fland in need of ; and whether our pe- 
titions be according to the mind of the {fpiritof God. Nei- 
ther fhould we be lefs concerned to watch over ourfelves 
when engaged in this folemn and delightful exercife, left 
our minds thould wander from the God we love, and our 
prayer degenerate into formality, or be turned into fin. It 
is of high importance al fo, that we fhould watch after prayer, 
that we may perceive God’s anfwer ; and often do we lole 
blefiings by our neglect in this matter. Does it.not betray 
a trifling way (i had almoft faid a mocking fpirit) to go to a 
throne of grace, and there petition for the greateft favours, 
and then, ‘eel as foon as we rife from our knees, forget 
the very fubjcct of our prayers ?—May I not atk, how we 
can expect an anfwer, when God knows we are fo criminal- 
ly indifferent ?—Verily, brethren, we are all ghilty in this 
matter! O that we may be humbled i in the duit before God 
on this account, and henceforth be found upon the watch- 
tower ! . 

Once more, our prayers fhould always be mixed with 
thankfgivings. We receive much, we yea much, and 
we deferve nothing. ‘Truly then, it befits us when we afk 
for new mercies, to acknowledge paft ones: when we afk 
for new onuabonen, to praife a covenant God for paft beftow- 
mcats—Oh, bees much has the pooreft, the meaneft, the 
mott unfortunate, to be thankful for !—and how much more 
ftiil they whiole lives are crowned with loving-kindnefs and 
mercy ! 

Thefe pofitions will hardly be controverted ; but the mif- 
fortune is, we are too apt “ with one confent” to name an 
rexcule. ‘The confederation of thele excufes, however, with 
a few further obfervations, muft be referved for a fecond 
paper. 
: CONSCIONATOR, 









ON SELF-EXAMINATION. 


ROFESSING Chriftians fhould not only adhere to the 
difltinguithing doctrines of the Gofpel, but likewife at- 
tend to its incumbent duties. Some of thefe duties relate 
efpecially to God, fome to our fellow-men, and others have 
a more immediate refpe& to ourfelves. Of the latter clafs, 
none is more important than the duty of Self-examination. 
An effay on this interefting fubject now invites our atten- 
tion. 

Self-examination is aduty which persons in general are not 
properly acquainted with ; it may not, therefore, be amiss to 
correct some mistakes that may possibly be entertained respec- 
ting it. Some perfons enter upon the duty in their own 
firength, imagining that they have need only of a felf-deter- 
mined refolution, in order to bring the enquiry to a proper 
iffue. Such thould be informed, that the Spirit of God 
alone can enable us to examine ourfelves aright ; his influ- 
ences are neceflary to the proper difcharge of every duty : 
without them we can neither meditate nor pray, nor read 
the Scriptures, nor improve the ordinances of God’s houfe 
as we ought to do. ‘Though we were conftanily examining 
ourfelves, yet, without the influences of-the Holy Ghoft, 
we fhould never form a juft and impreffive conciufion. We 
ought, therefore, to enter upon the duty with prayer for his 
direction, befeeching that he himfelf would fearch us and 
try us.—There are others, who fuppofe, or act as if they 
fuppofed, that the duty is to be attended to only, or princi- 
pally, in the public exercifes of religion. ‘They hear a fer- 
mon attentively. Whilft the preacher defcribes the charac- 
ter of the Chriftian convert, they confider how far it applies 
to them; but they are feldom thus employed on any other 
occafion. Such perfons fhould recollect that felf-examina- 
tion efpecially leeks retirement; it is proper and needful to 
try ourlelves when hearing the word ; and we may from fer- 
mons we hear, collect matter to affift us Sale duty ; but it 
ought to be attended to principally in our clofets.—Others 
miltake the proper ufe of felf-examination ; they try theme 
felves by certain marks laid down-in human compofitions, 
by the fentiments, the example, and the experience of 
others, &c. Thefe, under proper regulations, may be ufe- 
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fil ; but, to fay the beft of them, they are fallible : we ought 
ever to remember, that the only infallible rule of felf-ex- 
amination, is the word of God; we mutt bring ourfelves, 
our fentiments, our experience, and our conduct, to the law 
and to the teftimony ; otherwife we fhall be apt to meafure 
ourfelves hy. fomething beyond or below the proper ftand- 
ard.—_Some _perfons examine themfelves for improper pur- 
pofes ; they fearch diligently ; but it is to find fomething 
in thenfelves to depend on for falvation, or to encourage 
them to believe in Chrift for this purpofe. Very many err 
in this particular. Such ought to confider, that falvation is 
not by works of righteoufnefs which we have done, or can 
do ; but by the free and unmerited grace of God. We are 
not to feek for any merit or qualifications in ourfelves, in 
order to obtain the favour of God ; but to depend only on 
the facrifice and ordinance of Chrift as the foundation of 
our hope ; and our encouragement to depend thus on 
Chritt, is to be fought, not in ourfelves, butin the free invi- 
tations of Chrift in the Gofpel. Thefe fentiments we 
fhould keep continually in view, otherwife we-thall be in 
perpetual bondage. The purpofe for which we thould ex- 
amine ourfelves is, that we may know whether the work of 
experimental religion has already commenced in us: and 
the defign of the duty cannot be properly anfwered till we 
have fome fcriptural reafon to believe that this is happily the 
cafe. 

Self-examination is a duty which persons are prone to ne- 
leét: itis, therefore, necessary to enforce it. We are more 
eafily perfuaded to ponder on a fet of doétrines, or to run 

a round of ceremonies, than to fpend a little time in ferious 
felf-inquiry; it is a more {piritual duty than many others ; 
and the more fpiritual any duty is, the more prone we are 
to negleé& it. Many are fo regardlefs of their fouls, that the 
importance of felf-examination fcarcely ever occurs to their 
mind; and not a few are fo abforbed in worldly cares, that 
they imagine they have no time for this duty. Some are 
fo full of fpiritual pride and prefumption, that they fancy 
there is no need of examining themfelves: others ‘reckon 
it a legal flavith duty, and difcard it, on pretence of being 
more’ evangelical than many of their brethren. Others are 
fo confcious that their fpiritual condition is bad, that they 
are afraid of looking into it; and, even thofe who are inclined 
to the duty, are frequently diverted from it by the crafty 
devices of Satan. It ought, however, to be frequently and 
ferioufiy attended to..God hath exprefsly commanded us 
to examine ourfelves. To negle& itis, therefore, a finful 
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contempt of the authority of God. He has mercifully de- 
fcribed the charac¢ter and experience of the régenerate in 
his word ; and for what purpofe? Was it not that we might 
examine ourfelves thereby? If we negle& to do fo; we 
thereby difregard the gracious defign of God.—Self exami- 
nation is exceedingly neceflary, becaufe it is very poflible 
for profeflors to deceive themfelves with delufive hopes. 
This was the cafe with the Pharifees, and with many of the 
* members of the church of Laodicea. Would it not be dread- 
ful to die in this deluded ftate? How awful would it be to 
go, like the foolifh virgins, with elated hope, to Heaven’s 
gates, and then, in difmal difappointment, to be banifhed 
down to Hell!——Befides, felf-knowledge, as it is a very im- 
portant {cience, fo it is a very difficult attainment. It is 
often a hard matter for perfons to determine their real 
character ; to diftinguifh the principle of grace amidft the 
rubbifh of corruption ; to detect a clofe-connected luft, which 
often, like Achan’s wedge, lies hid under a heap of fpecious 
pretences and promifing appearances. On this account, we 
fhould not merely glance at, but carefully examine the ftate 
of our fouls.—Many advantagés refult fromit. The Spirit 
of God fometimes makes it the mean of detecting falfe hopes, 
and fometimes of difcovering that the good work of falva- 
tion is begun in our fouls. Were we more fully acquaint- 
ed with ourfelves, we fhould lie more deeply humbled be- 
fore God; we fhould fee more of the fuitablenefs and the 
glory of that method of falvation by grace which the gofpel 
reveals ; we fhould more fenfibly feel our need of a Saviour; 
Chrift would become more precious in our efteem; and all 
the experienced favours of God would excite a greater de- 
gree of gratitude and devotednefs. 
Self-examination is a duty of very extensive relation ; it 
may, therefore, be useful to point out a few particulars to 
which it should be,espectally directed. We ought to examine, 
not merely our outward condué¢t, but our inner man. The 
former may be fair, whilft the latter is fhamefully defiled. 
Many fpecious moralifts are only like whited fepulchres. 
Real religion is not merely fpeculative, but experimental. 
Let us then examine our experience. Have we fuch defires 


and averfions, fuch joys or forrows, as, in the Scripture, dif- 


tinguifh the approved faints of God? Let us examine our 
apparent graces.—Our knowledge,. is it fcriptural? Have 
we fuch views of God, of Chrift, of ourfelves, of fin, of the 
way of falvation, as accord with the word of God; Is it im- 
preffive and influential; Are we affected by what we pro- 
fefs to know, according to the nature of the fubjects !—Our 
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faith: .is it of divine operation? As a proof of this, are we 
fenfibly dependant on God for its exercife? Does it incline 
us to renounce all dependance on ourfelves, and to confide 
exclufively in Chrift for falvation? Does it overcome the 
world! Does it purify our hearts? Does it work by love? 
—Our repentance: Does it mourn over inward depravity, 
as well as over actual fins? Is it affeCted by the evil nature, 
as wellas by the alarming confequences of fin? Is it in- 
creafed by a view of the fufferings of Chrift, and by a dif- 
covery of the pardoning mercy of God?—-Our love: Do 
we approve what God approves? Is God in Chrift, the fu- 
preme object of our affections? Or, is it our grief that any 
thing fhould, for a moment, rival him in our hearts? Dowe 
love the holinefs of God as well as his mercy? Is our love 
practical !—We ought to examine our obedience ; in doing 
fo, we fhall fee reafon to lament its imperfe¢tions ; but, is it 
impartial? Have we refpect to all God’s teftimonies? Do 
we efteem all his precepts as concerning all things to be 
right, and do we hate every falfe way? Is our obedience 
afpiring? Lamenting its defects, does it aim after perfec- 
tion? Is it the defire of our hearts to be cleanfed from all 
filthinefs of the flefh and fpirit, perfecting holinefs in the 
fear of God? Is our obedience evangelical? Whilft pro- 
feffedly zealous of good works, do we renounce all depen- 
dance upon them for acceptance with God? Are faith and 
love to Chrift the motives by which we are conftrained to 
duty ?——We fhould examine our growth in grace. Though 
the new man, flridily and feparately confidered, cannot grow 
in purity, it may grow in the vigour of its exercife. The 
experience of this is very defirable. Do we become more 
humbled under a fenfe of our depravity? Do we fee more 
of the fuitablenefs of the Gofpel method of Salvation? Do 
we grow more weary of a body of fin? More indifferent to 
the world? More heavenly-minded? Is there an unifor- 
mity in our fpiritual growth ? | 

We cannot conclude a fubject like this without a more 
particular improvement of it. Are we among the unhappy 
number who have entirely neglected the duty of felf-exami- 
nation? Then our condition is truly deplorable. We have 
great need to look unto it. The neglect of this will not 
amend, but increafe our mifery. If we do not now examine 
our ftate, God will difcover it to us ere long; and it will be 
dreadful to fee it when no remedy is revealed.—Have we, 
upon ferious inquiry, too much reafon to conclude that the 
work of falvation is not yet begun in our fouls? Are we 
alarmed on this account? This is a much more defirable 
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ftate than to be left in carelefs unconcern, or delufive pie- 
fumption. However depraved or guilty we may be, let us 
remember that Jefus is able to fave to the uttermott, and 
that we are encouraged to apply to, and depend on him for 
this purpofe, perfuaded, that whoever cometh to him, he 
will in no wife caft out.—Examining ourfelves, do we find 
reafon to believe that the work of falvation is begun in us; 
but that, at prefent, the life and power of experimental god- 
linefs has fuffered a declenfion in our fouls? Are we back- 
fliders in heart or in conduct?) What reafon then have we ‘a 
to lament and be humbled on this account! Hereby we 

ieve the brethren, flain our profeffion, injure the caufe of 
Chrift, and difhonour our gracious God! Oh! what need 
to pray that God would reflore and revive our fouls! He 
encourages us to pray in hope. ‘Return, ye backfliding : 
“children,” fays Gad, ‘1 will heal your backflidings,” 
May his Spirit conflrain us to reply, “‘ Behold we come unto 
thee, for thou art the Lord our God !”—After inquiring 
into the flate of our fouls, are our evidences right and fatis- 
factery? Do we enjoy well-grounded and lively hopes of 
Heaven? What a diftinguifhing mercy is this! How thank- 
tul fhould we be for it! But let us beware of depending on 
thefe comfortable experiences. They are fubject to change. 
In the enjoyment of them lei us ever remember that Chrift 
is fill the ground of our dependance, and the fource of our 
comfort. Prizing thefe cheerful fenfations, we fhould pray 
for their continuance, and, whilft they are continued, as at 
aJl other times, may we walk Aumdly with our God! 
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MANCUNIENSIS. 






















ON THE TRIALS OF MINISTERS: 









Mr. Eprror; 


M UCH has been faid lately in your valuable Mifcellany 
i refpeéting the falaries of Minifters :—a few thoughts 
have occurred to me as to their trials. It is the opinion of 
fome, that to be a minifler, is to be a gentleman ; and that 
fuch characters live at eafe, unacquainted with the toils of 
labour, and undifturbed by the anxiety of care : but it mutt 
be remembered, that although they are not called to engage 
in the active fcenes of bufinefs, nor to experience the dil- 
Vor. II, 3N 
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appointments and loffes of trade, they have trials as great in 
number, and as diftreffing in their nature, as any other clafs 
of fociety. The office, indeed, which they fuftain is im- 
portant and houourable ; but neither the dignity of that of- 
fice, the ardour of their piety, nor the greatnefs of their 
fuccefs, exempt them from the moft painful exercifes and 
trying circumftances. A few of thofe trials, and the four- 


ces from whence they arife, we will here attempt to point 


out, that the reader may learn to fympathife with, and pray 
for, the faithful minifters of Jefus Chrift. 

A pious confcientious minifter labours under confiderable 
trials arifing from /zmself: afenfe of his own weaknefs 
the prevalency of unbelief, the languor of his affe€tions, the 
remains of ignorance, and the little zeal he manifefts in 
proportion to the importance of his work, fo fills him with 
fhume, that he is almoft ready to refign back his commifion, 
and retire to ob{curity. When he confiders the {pirituality, 
the fervour, the knowledge, the diligence, the love, the 
faithfulnefs, with many other qualifications required of thofe 
who fuftain the minifterial charaéter, he fears, he trembles 
for himfelf, and exclaims “ Who is fufficient for thefe 
“‘ things ?”—-he knows the treachery alfo of his own heart : 
the very thought of injuring the caufe by any volatility of 
mind, any unguarded ftep, any ungoverned difpofition, 
firikeshim with horror. He has feen, perhaps, fome of the 
brighteft funs awfully eclipfed by the fafcinations of fin ; 
he has beheld the wifdom of Solomon turned into the folly 
of an idiot ; the ftrength of Samfon into the weaknefs of a 
child ; the courage of a Peter into the timidity of a coward. 
Gracious God, cries he, whatis man! What am I with- 
out thy grace to protect me every moment? What may J 
not do if not furrounded by thy power! ‘ Keep me as the 
“‘ apple of thine eye! O hide me under the fhadow of thy 
wings.” 

Hie has trials not only arifing from himfelf, but from his 
enemies. Minifters ftand in the front of the batile, and are 
therefore more expofed to the fiery dartsof Satan. Too of- 
ten, alas, he endeavours to infinuate, that their zeal is te- 
merity, their experience delufion, their feelings mechanical, 
and their diligence unneceflary labour. He has temptations 
for them in every place and by every object ; in retirement, 
and in company, in the ftudy, and in the pulpit, by their 
friends and their foes, in their profperity and adverfity. 
None but faithful minifters can tell what fufferings arife 
from this fource; and how often they afcend the pulpit with 
hearts almoft broken, and fears almoft infuperable : but it 
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is not by a folitary enemy only ; from the world alfo they 
are much tried. It is true, they ought to bear hardfhips 
without murmuring, and perfecution without refentment ; 
but it muft not be forgotten, that they are men of like paf- 
fions with others ; their fenfibility as acute as that of their 
fellow-men. To be degraded in the fcale of fociety, to be 
unjufily fufpe&ted and wilfully mifreprefented, wounds the 
feelings even of the-beft, and would be infupportable, did 
they not know that their Maller was treated in the fame 
manner, and that fltrength is promifed equal to their day. 
Difficult, however, as thefe trials are to bear, they have 
others not lefs painful: thefe arife not from themfelves, 
nor from their open enemies ; but from profeffors of the 
fame religion, and often from their own hecrers. Minilters 
have indeed,their defects like others ; and thefe defects, like 
{pots in the fun, are more eafily difcerned than in thofe who 
move in obfcure circles: but even the moft able, humble, 
and pious among them, fometimes fuffer much from the 
capricious tempers and contracted {pirits of their hearers. 
It is a well known fact, that fome perfons, while, on the 
one hand, they have been led to defpife the tricks of priett. 
craft,—on the other, have run into the oppofite extreme, 
and formed a mean idea of minifters altogether :—others 
have embraced fome novel opinions, or fome fanciful ideas 
of Scriptures. Thefe are the men who too often trouble 
the churches, but who, alas, are wife without knowledge, 
who criticife without judgment, and who calumniate with- 
out reafon. The unfteadinefs of hearers alfo has been no 
{mall grief to the miniflers of Chrift. At firft, fome have 
been all love and attention, all fympathy and attachment : 
but how fickle is human nature! In a little while their feat 
is vacated, and their own paftor, to whofe care they folema- 
ly committed themfelves, is thought little of! Some flaming 
preacher has attra¢ted their attention, fome new fcheme 
has pleafed them, till at laft an entire coolnefs and diflatis- 
faction has taken place. Thefe are but few of the trials of a 
minifter: we might add the offences taken by the rich when 
they are reproved,—the affronts of the poor when they think 
they are flighted,—the worldly mindednefs of profeffors in 
general, their little attention to the Sabbath, their coming 
in late to the place of worihip, or fleeping when they are 
there, their neglect of prayer meetings and domettic reli. 
gion, their frivolous excufes for abfenting themfelves from 
the Lord’s Supper, and, above all, the little circumfpeétion 
obferved in their conduct. Thefe are things which lie very 
heavy ona minifter’s heart, make him often veep in fecret, 
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and lead him to conclude that he labours in vain, and fpends 
his ftrength for nought. Let hearers learn to compaffionate 
their miniflers; they are dear to God, they fhould be fo to 
them. ‘Thofe who are profeffedly members of the church of 
Chrift, fhould endeavour to make their paftors comfortable 
in themselves, if they wifhthem to be profitable to others. 
Encourage them, therefore, by your attendance, candour, 
fympathy, union, prayers, liberality and conduét, and you 
will find, “that he that miniftereth feed to the fower, both 
‘¢ minifters bread for your food, and increafeth the fruits of 
‘‘ vour righteoufnefs*.” C. B. 


THOUGHTS ON THE UTILITY OF AN ACCU- 
RATE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


HE illuftration of detached texts, as propofed in the plan 

of this work, is the utmoft that can be ordinarily at- 
tempted in a periodical production of fo flender aform. Yet 
the wifh for ufefulnefs, which alone has prompted the under- 
taking, will be very imperfeClly gratified, if ferious readers 
fhould content themfelves with fuch a degree and kind of 
feriptural knowledge. ‘the defign of thefe hints is to excite 
and affift ali who love the word of God to make a higher im- 
provement of occafional remarks, by rendering them fubfer- 
vient to the acquifition of an accurate acquaintance with the 
infpired writings in general. 

To colle& all the poflible meanings of any part of Scripture, 
is very far from the objeG@ now recommended ; it 1s indeed 
the reverfe, and as much more within the fphere of common 
Chriftians, as it is more effential to their profit. Their at- , 
tention is claimed not to whatever may, but to what must 
probably be the fenfe of a paffage. And they are advifed to 
form this judgment, not from any fyftem of doétrines, which 
they have learned from infaacy, or even imbibed when roufed 
to religious concern; nor from a notion of infallibilitv in 
the di€tates of their own undeftandings or feelings; but 
from a confiderate and devotional examination of the whole 
revealed will of God, with a confcientious exertion of the 
talents each has feveraily received from the Lord. 

Knowledge is of real value only in proportion as it renders 
us more wife, and, jn becoming fo, more happy, or mare 


* 2 Cor. *x. 10, 
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ufeful, than we could otherwife be. That this will be the 
effe& of a humble and ferious fearch into the real and pecu- 
liar meaning of the various books of Scripture, feems’hardly 
to admit of areafonable doubt. Yet, as religious prejudices 
are more common, as well as more detrimental,’ than all 
others, an appeal! to obvious faéts may be requifite to imprefs 
the defirablenefs of the objeét. 

A perfon who has merely adopted the fentiments of that _ 
party of Chriftians among whom he happens to be fituated, 
is natura'ly led to a perfuafion that al/ of thefe, and thefe only 
are confiftent with f& Feation, He fhudders at every difficulty 
that occurs in his own refle@tions, or that arifes from occa- 
fional readi ing and conyverfation ; nay, fome have been known 
to dread onening the Bible, left ‘they fhould encounter fome 
expreffion that could not be reconciled to their creed. A 
fabric fo fightly conftrutted isdiable to be ruined by the firft 
blaft that affails jt. He carefully cherifhes, therefore, what 
mav (for ought he knows) be fuperftition or error, as if he 
knew it co be the facred fire; avoids the contagion of con- 
viétion, as country people do that of the fmall-pox ; and after 
a life of bondage through this fear, dies (with the genuine 
fpirit of a devout Papift, or an honeft Muffulman) happy, 
that, if his mind was ignorant, it has efcaped the danger of 
ever being enlightened. Another perfon, with a fimilar dif- 
polition but more unhappy fate, is forced, however reluc- 
tantly, to launch into the boundlefs ocean of controverfy, 
meets with a guft of argument that makes him give up all 
for loft, forfakes the rudder, drives before the wind un- 
certain \ whither, and reaches, with dangerous rapidity, the 
quarter moft remote from his firft courfe. Whilft the man 
who Be .d been direéted by a due and fingle attention to the 
Gofpel, would have enlarged his experience and confirmed 
his P iabnce by every trial. 

In proportion to the extent of obfervation it will perhaps 
he difcorered that genuine faith, as proved by its fruits, 
exifts under very different forms and profeffions of sentiment. 
Yet it is not poffible for all thefe to be equally agreeable ta 
the Word of Truth. Is it not more reafonable to apprehend 
that they owe their being to the ignorance and inattention of 
Chriftians? A proper inveftigation of Scripture might de- 
teét the fallacy by which contending parties have fet their 
favourite texts at imaginary variance ; would bring the jar- 
ring fyftems much nearer to each other, and would leave acha- 
ritable and humble freedom in fuch points as could not be 
abfolutely decided. 

There are doéfrines which, from their ample evidence in 
revelation, and from their neceflary connexion, with the 
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and lead him to conclude that he labours in vain, and fpends 
his ftrength for nought. Let hearers learn to compaffionate 
their miniflers ; they are dear to God, they fhould be fo to 
them. ‘Thofe who are profeffedly members of the church of 
Chrift, fhould endeavour to make their paftors comfortable 
in themselves, if they wifhthem to be profitable to others. 
Encourage them, therefore, by your attendance, candour, 
fympathy, union, prayers, liberality and conduét, and you 
will find, “that he that miniftereth feed to the fower, both 
‘‘ minifters bread for your food, and increafeth the fruits of 
‘‘ vour righteoufnefs*.” C. B. 


THOUGHTS ON THE UTILITY OF AN ACCU- 
RATE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


HE illuftration of detached texts, as propofed in the plan 
of this work, is the utmoft that can be ordinarily at- 
tempted in a periodical production of fo flender aform. Yet 
the with for ufefulnefs, which alone has prompted the under- 
taking, will be very imperfeClly gratified, if ferious readers 
fhould content themfelves with fuch a degree and kind of 
feriptural knowledge. ‘he defign of thefe hints is to excite 
and affift ali who love the word of God to make a higher im- 
provement of occafional remarks, by rendering them fubfer- 
vient to the acquifition of an accurate acquaintance with the 
infpired writings in general. | 
To colle& all the poffible meanings of any part of Scripture, 
is very far from the obje& now recommended ; it is indeed 
the reverfe, and as much more within the {phere of common 
Chriftians, as it is more effential to their profit. Their at- , 
tention is claimed not to whatever may, but to what must 
probably be the fenfe of a pafflage. And they are advifed to 
form this judgment, not from any fyftem of doétrines, which 
they have learned from infancy, or even imbibed when roufed 
to religious concern; nor from a notion of infallibilityv in 
the di€tates of their own undeftandings or feelings; but 
from a confiderate and devotional examination of the whole 
revealed will of God, with a confcientious exertion of the 
talents each has feveraily received from the Lord. 
Knowledge is of real value only in proportion as it renders 
us more wife, and, in becoming fo, more happy, or more 


* 2 Cor. *x. 10, 
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ufeful, than we could-otherwife be. That this will be the 
effeét of a humble and ferious fearch into the real and pecu- 
liar meaning of the rarious books of Scripture, feems*hardly 
to admit of areafonable doubt. Yet, as religious prejudices 
are more common, 2s well as more detrimental,’ than all 


others, an appee! to obvious faéts may be requifite to imprefs 
the defirablenefs of the objet. 


A perfon who has merely adopted the fentiments of that _ 


party of Chriflians among whom he happens to be fituated, 

is naturally led to a perfuafion that al/ of thefe, and thefe only 
ere confiftent with falvation. He fhudders at every difficulty 
that occurs in his own refleAtions, or that arifes from occa- 
fional reading and conyerfation ; nay, fome have been known 
to dread opening the Bible, left they fhould encounter fome 
expreffion that could not be reconciled to their creed. A 
fabric fo flightly conftructed is liable to be ruined by the firft 


blaft that affails jt. He carefully cherifhes, therefore, what_ 


mav (for ought he knows) be fuperftition or error, as if he 
knew it to be the facred fire ; avoids the contagion of con- 
viétion, as country people do that of the fmall-pox ; and after 
a life of bondage through this fear, dies (with the genuine 
fpirit of a devout Papift, or an honeft Muffulman) happy, 
that, if his mind was ignorant, it has efcaped the danger of 
ever being enlightened. Another perfon, with a fimilar dif- 
pofition but more unhappy fate, is forced, however reluc- 
tantly, to launch into the boundlefs ocean of controverfy, 
meets with a guft of argument that makes him give up all 
for loft, forfakes the rudder, drives before the wind un- 
certain whither, and reaches, with dangerous rapidity, the 
quarter moft remote from his firfl courfe. Whilft the man 
who had been direéted by a due and fingle attention to the 
Gofpel, would have enlarged his experience and confirmed 
his confidence by every trial. 

In proportion to the extent of obfervation it will perhaps 
be difcorered that genuine faith, as proved by its fruits, 
exifts under very different forms and profeffions of sentiment. 
Yet it is not poffible for all thefe to be equally agreeable to 
the Word of Truth. Is it not more reafonable to appre! hend 
that they owe their being to the ignorance and inattention of 
Chriftians? <A proper invefligation of Scripture might de- 
teé&t the fallacy by which contending parties have fet their 
favourite texts at imaginary variance ; would bring the jar- 
ring fyftems much nearer to each other, and would leave acha- 
ritable and humble freedom in fuch points as could not be 
abfolutely decided. 

There are dofrines which, from their ample evidence in 
revelation, and from their neceflary connexion, with the 
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foundation of our hope, appear to be of the firft importance. 
A fuperficial and miftaken application of texts to the fup- 
port of*thefe grand truths is often injurious to their influ- 
ence, by the advantage it affords to the learned acutenefs of 
a {ceptical or worldly-minded perfon over the weaknels of a 
fincere but too inattentive believer. Nay, the very authen- 
ticity of the Scriptures has been rendered doubtful to the 
minds of fuch perfons, by the difappointment of finding in 
them things which they plainly were never defigned to com- 
municate. Of this detrimental tendency, are the arguments 
that have fometimes been drawn from the Bible for the pre- 
ference of one political or philofophical theory to another. 
t cannot be thought ftrange that a Saracen ordered all books 
to be burned, except the Koran of Mahomet, upon the 
idea that if they oppofed that they were blafphemers, and if 
they agreed with it they were unneceflary, when we under- 
filand that an aftronomer was once perfecuted by. Chriflians 
for aflerting the probability that the planets were habitable. 
A due attention to the revealed word will furnifh us with 
all the neceflary fpiritual knowledge, but will convince us 
that this alone is the end for which it was given. ’ 
Minifters who converfe with their pious hearers, fre- 
quently find them in a distress occafioned by having appro- 
priated to themfelves fuch threatenings as in the Scriptures 
are denounced againft characters oppofite to theirs. Nor is 
it lefs common for others of a lively imagination to derive a 
tranfporting degree of comfort from pafiages that appear in 
their genuine meaning to be quite unconnected with their 
own fituations. Benevolence would fhrink from the inter- 
ruption of their enjoyments, were there no danger to be ap- 
prehended from the fiate of fecurity on the one hand, or of 
defpondency on the other, that is too likely to fucceed a fatis- 
faétion apparently delufive. What then can be more effec- 
tually oppofed to the needlefs dejection or hazardous eleva- 
tion of {pirits, fo often remarkable among ferious people, 
than a folid judgment refpecting the fenfe of Seripture ? 
‘This, it may be hoped, will alfo prove the beft remedy for 
that deadness, of which they often complain in the perufal of 
the facred pages. There are fome, the cuftomary dark- 
nefs of whofe minds feems only to be rendered more terri- 
fying, by the occational flafhes of truth, that dazzle their 
apprehenfions, when (if I may rifk the expreflion) they ftum- 
ble upon the clear and forcible meaning of the infpired 
Word ; or, in other terms, when their faculties are fo pe- 
culiarly enlivened, as to furmount the obftacles, by which, 
through theewant of a judicious and connected view of its 
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contents, their way to profit and comfort is ‘unavoidably § ime 
peded. By this affiftance they might difcover a rich fund 
of inftruction in thofe texts, which, taken apart, feem to be 
inexplicable ; and on thofe which appear moft plain, a very 
different light would fometimes be thrown ; not perhaps fo 
ftriking as that which caught their firft glance but far more 
illuftrative of the flate of the reader, and therefore more 
ufeful to his edification. 

Whilft in thefe ‘refpeéts, a great part of the benefit that 
might be derived from the Bible is loft by crumbling it to 
atoms, inftead of attending to the natural cohefion of its 
parts ; there is, on the other hand, a fenfe, in which it is, 
commonly and improperly, regarded only in the mafs, or 
Jump without analyfing its materials, or even piercing its furs 
face. Asthe Old and New Teftaments are both delivered 
to us in our own language, in one volume, and at one time, 
many are ignorant that they are tranflated from different lan- 
guages ; or that the numerous diftinct writings, which com- 
pofe them, were dictated at very diltant periods of time ; 
recorded by perfons of very different defcriptions ; and ad- 
dreffed to people of various charaéters and circumftances. 
Of the /atter, no more than two grand clafles are ufually dil- 
tinguifhed, finners and faints; and the difficulty often expe- 
rienced by the fincere reader, in afcertaining to which of 
thefe he himfelf belongs, is much encreafed by the want of 
obferving the different fhades of character to which the 
feveral promifes or threatenings of Scripture are addrefled. 
The various features, fo beautifully difcriminated on the 
facred canvas, are mingled and confufed, by the univerfal 
glare fhed over the band of believers, gathered together 
around their Lord, from fo many climates and ages of the 
globe : Whilft, on the meaner fide of this anticipated judg- 


ment-feat, thie: awful but profitable diftinétions exhibited in , 


the infpired reprefentations of the unbelieving world, are 
from the fame caufe loft in ‘impenetrable gloom. Hence 
no perfonal and practical inttruétion can be obtained trom 
either, till their real objets and natural appearances are 
defined, by a clofe and conftant infpection of the Scriptures 
thettifely es. Some charaéters will then probably be refto- 
red to their proper groupe, and many aétions will appear ht 
for imitation or cenfure that were apprehended to have 


been the reverfe. MINIMUS. 





























THE STATE OF CHRISTIANITY AMONG THE JEWS 






UNTIL THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM. 






THE INTRODUCTION OF THE GOSPEL. 






"HE prophet Danicl, fpeaking as he was moved by the 
Holy Ghoft, prediéted the deftruction of the four great 
monarchies, the Affyrian, Perfian, Grecian, and Roman, 
and the eftablifhment of a kingdom which fhould be fet up 
by the God of heaven, more giorious in its nature than any 
of the former. So very accurate was his account, that it de- 
tailed ail the principal concomitant circumftances, and even 
the very time when it fhould take place*. It foretold, that, 
at the expiration of feventy weeks, this important event 
fhould commence. Accordingly, about the twenty-feventh 
year of the reign of Auguftus Cefar, that wonderful perfon, 
the Son of God, took upon him our nature, and appeared 
in our world, under the fublime characters of an infallible 
‘Teacher, an all-fufficient Mediator, and a fpiritual and im- 
mortal King. It is unneceflary to enter here into the parti- 
cular detail of his life and ations, with which all Chriftians 
muft be perfeétiy acquainted. They muft know that, during 
the fpace of three years, and amidft the deepett trials of af- 
fliGtion and diftrefs, he infiruéted the Jewifh nation in the 
will and counfels of the Moft High, and omitted nothing, 
in the courfe of his miniftry, that could contribute either to 
gain the multitude, or to charm the wife. But every thing 
appeared inimical to the progrefs of the mighty work which 
he came to accomplifh. Greece and Rome, which had fuc- 
ceffively carried their arms and cuftoms into diftant nations, 
and’had attained the higheft degree of fcience, afforded an 
* Dan. ix. 24. Byfeventy weeks we are to understand feven- 

ty weeks df years, which make the number four hundred and nine- 
ty. These were to commence at the going forth of the com- 
mandment to reftore Jerufalem, Kc. which was in the seventh 
year of Artaxerxes Longimanus, when Ezra received a commis- 
sion from him for that purpose. This was in the 4256th year of 
the fulian period, to which if 490 be added, the amount will be 
5746, the very year in which our Saviour was crucified, 
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awful evidence that the world by wisdom knew not God. 
Their religion was compofed of the moft abominable fuper- 
flition and idolatry ; and their pra¢tice was fuch as puts hu- 
manity to the blufh. The inhabitants of Judea, where ftood 
the palace of the great King, a people favoured for above 
two thoufand years with a revelation from Heaven, and 
on whofe behalf the moft high God had given fo many 
fignal difplays of his mercy and love; even this people 
had fo miferably revolted from their allegiance to their great 
Law-giver, that when he came to his own, his own received 
him not, but made the moft violent oppofition to his authori- 
ty. Yetall thefe impediments to the progrefs of his great 
and merciful defign, ferved only to exhibit additional tefti- 
monies of the dignity of its divine Author, and adauce de- 
cifive proofs that the work was of God. The rulers of the 
people, being unable to endure any longer the purity of his 


morals, the {plendour of his miracles, and the poignancy of 


his doétrine, malicioufly confpired againft his life ; and 
thereby accomplifhed that ancient prediction concerning him, 
that he should finish transgression, make an end of sin, make 
reconciliation for iniquity, and bring in everlasting righteous- 
ness. Thus, by fhedding of his blood, he faved unnumber- 
. ed millions, and laid the foundation of that kingdom and 
government of which there was to be no end. His refurrec- 
tion from the dead, on the third day, according to the Scrip- 
tures,wconfounded his adverfaries, and filled Jerufalem with 
aftonifhment. Having afcended up far above all Heavens, 
he poured out the Holy Gholt upon perfons chofen before 
of God to be apoftles, thereby qualifying them for the fuc- 
cefsful difcharge of the duties upon which they were about 
to enter. Immediately they ereéted the ftandard of their 
royal Mafler, in the very place where he had been infulted 
and cruelly murdered. Unfupported by the fecular arm, 
bearing no weapons but thofe of divine truth, fuch was the 
amazing effect of their enterprife, that ina few days many 
thoufands fell before them, and embraced the Gofpel of the 
grace of God. 


THE CONSTITUTION OF THE CHURCH: 


_IN Jerufalem the firft Chriftian church was. conftituted. 
Utility and fimplicity diftinguifhed its organization. The 
officers effential to its profperity were elders, who exercifed 
the paftoral function, and deacons, who fuperintended its 
temporal concerns. Thefe were chofen by the fuffrage of 


the people. The apoftolic office, though by far the moft 
- Vox. II. 30 | 
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eminent, was merely temporary, and adapted to the exi- 
gencies of the church in its infant ftate.@ We have the tef- 
timony of one, who was never fufpected of partiality for the 
Gofpel, that “ the primitive church was united only by the 
ties of faith and charity ; independence and equality formed 
the bafis of its conftitution*.” To the morals of its mem- 
bers the moft rigorous attention was paid; and difcipline, 
in all its awful inflexibility, was impartially maintained. 
The difcipies of the immaculate Jefus trod in the footfteps 
of this glorious leader, and emulated each other in zeal for 
good works. What humility, what forbearance, what bro- 
therly love, what felf-denial, what kindnefs towards all 
men, and devotion towards God, marked the charaéter of 
the primitive believers ! 


THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH. 


THE do@trine, which thofe priftine days exhibited, was 
clear and fimple, free from thofe metaphyfical ambiguities 
which have embarraffed and diftraéted the churches of-God 
in. allfucceeding ages. The godhead of the Lord Jefus, and 
his expiatory facrifice ; the divine energy of the Holy Ghoft 
in the renewal of the finner’s mind to repentance ; the expe- 
rimental enjoyment of divine truth, and its influence upon 
our lives and, tempers ; were conftantly inculcated; and the 
abfolute neceflity of faith in thefe doctrines was invariably 
urged upon all who were admitted into Chriftian communi- 
ties. 


THE PERSECUTION OF THE GHURCH. 


THE import of that ancient declaration, J wil put enmity 
between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent {oon 
appeared. In the early fettlement of Chiiftianity immedi- 
ate war was waged againft the church of God. Its members 
were infulted, imprifoned, brought before rulers, beaten 
and maflacred ! But fuch was the wifdom of Chrift, in con- 
founding the devices of his inveterate foes, that he render- 
ed the perfecution, which they intended for the deftruction 
of his infant cavfe, fubfervient to the enlargement of his 
own kingdom. Inthe manly defence which fome made of 
the doétrines of the Gofpel, and in the triumphant deaths of 
others, the energy of divine grace appeared fo confpicuous, 
that error was confounded, truth ‘more firmly eftablifhed, 


* Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. t. p. 448. 
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and perfecutors themfelves not unfrequently conftrained to 
acknowledge that@he religion they had been oppofing was 
truly divine. Stephen, the firit who was honoured with 
Chriftian martyrdom, affords an illuftrious inftance of the 
dignified compofure with which they fuffered. Many of 
thofe who fled from Jerufalem to avoid the outrage of their 
barbarous perfecutors, carried the Gofpel with them, and 
planted it in moft parts of Judea, and the neighbouring na- 
tions. Depraved nature, eyery-where the fame, cried, Let 
us cut them off from being a people. But like the Hraelites 
of old, the more they were oppressed, the more they multi- 
plied and grew. Difleminating truth among Jews and Gen- 
tiles, they ceafed not, whereloever difperfed, to teach and 
preach Fesus Christ. 


THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM. 


LONG did the King of nations bear with his own rebel- 
lious fubjeéts, out the period was haftening when retaliation 
fhould be made for all the righteous blood which they and 
their fathers had fhed. About the year 70, Titus the fon of 
the Roman Emperor Vespasian, was employed as the chief 
inftrument in the execution of the divine threatenings. 

Confonantly to our Saviour’s prediction, he caft a trench 
about the city, in which, according to the calculation of 
their own hiftorian Fosephus, two millions five hundred and. 
fixty-fve thoufand Jews were affembled, from all parts, to 
celebrate the feaft of the paffover. Contending parties with- 
in the walls waded in each other’s blood ; the plague flew 
incredible numbers ; and fo terribly did famine rage, that an 
opulent woman fulfilled the prophecy of Moles, by killing 
and eating her tender infant, the fenfibilities of maternal af- 
feétion being loft in the cravings of infatiable hunger*. The 

Temple, once the refidence of the heavenly Majefty, was 
facked, burned, its very foundations ploughed up, and the 
whole city laid in one vaft dreadful ruin. Thofe who pe- 
rifhed in the fiege amounted to one million one hundred 
thoufand ; eight hundred ninety-feven thoufand were taken 
captive, and {cattered through the whole world, whofe off- 
{pring remain to this day, a proverb, a bye-wor d, anda rex 

proach among all nations. 


* Levit, xxvi. 29. 
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THE WORLD AN IMPROPER OBJECT FOR 
CHRISTIAN AFFECTION. 


Love not the World.—1 John, ii. 15. 


{* the facred writings the term wor/d has various accepta- 
tions. In this place, fay commentators, is put for “ fen- 
fual lufts and pleafures ; for the riches, honours, and digni- 
ties of this life.” That fuch is its meaning feems evident 
from the words in connexion. But why does the facred 
word prohibit the love of this world’s good? If there were 
no danger arifing from the love of it, the prohibition would 
be altogether fuperfluous. Doubtlefs, in their place, the 
things of time are good, and may be ufed lawfully. When 
used and not abused, they difplay the bounty and goodnefs of 
God the great benefactor ; who generoufly deftows them up- 
on his people during their paflage through life ; while he 
bountifully gives what is infinitely the beft of all, even him- 
felf, for their prefent, future, and everlafting portion. It 
is the undue and inordinate affection to the things of this life, 
which the divine word forbids. God hates nothing that he 
has made, and we mutt hate .othing that he beftows. We 
muft love the gift for the fake of the Giver ; and the gift it- 
felf, fo far as it is good. Were our affections right, we 
thould love God in every thing, and every thing in him. 
Hut, alas! human nature is wholly corrupt, and a depraved. 
principle ftill remains in the very beft ; in confequence of 
which, the things of the world are dangerous. Confidered 
in this relation, they are the means of exciting vile affec- 
tions, drawing the heart away, and leaving not half for God : 
Or rather, the foul may be faid to cleave to the duft, to 
wander from the beft of Beings, and beftow its regards 
where they are the leaft due. Whe beloved Apoftle well 
knew, that there was flesh as well as spirit in the beft of 
men; and that the world was in alliance with the former 
again{t the latter ; therefore, .as a fincere friend to their ve- 
ry beft interefls, he kindly warns, not only babes, and young 
men, but even fathers in Chrift, left they fhould inordi- 
nately love the world and the things thereof ; and by fo do- 
ing pierce themfelves through with many forrows. To the 
fame purpofe is Dr. Young’s advice ; 
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‘¢ Lean not on earth ’twill pierce thee to the heart; 
A broken reed, at beft; but oft a fpear ; 
On its fharp point peace bleeds, and hope expires.” 


When a man fets his heart on this world, and chiefly 
minds earthly things, he acts both a foolifh and a finful part. 
It is foolifh and unworthy of himfelf as a rational being: It 
is {pending his money for that which is not bread, and his 
labour for that which fatisfieth not. He can no more fatisf 
his mind with material things, than he can feed his body 
when hungry, or clothe it when naked, with a few [cattered 
thoughts. The foul is immortal in its nature, and immenfe 
in its defires. ‘To take up, therefore, with perifhing objects, 
is infinitely below its dignity. Were it not fadly difordered 
by fin, it would no longer feek fatisfaétion in the creature ; 
but returned to God its only fource, centre and reft. But to 
fet the heart on the earth, is finful as wellasfoolith. It can- 
not be done without robbery ; without robbing God of what 
he juftly claims in thefe words, “ Give me thy heart.” Now, 
that which is fo foolifh, and wicked, muft be hurtful in the 
extreme. Such is, and has ever been, the inordinate love of 
this world. It was this which left Felix no leifure to attend 
to better things, even thofe that accompany falvation. It 
was this that choked the good feed of the word, in the 
thorny ground hearers. This caufed a lovely youth to go 
away forrowful from Chrift. It led Judas to diffemble 
when he talked about wafte and giving to the poor. It led 
him to fell his Mafter for thirty pieces of filver, and after. 
wards to betray him witha kifs into the hands of his mur- 
derers. It led Pilate to condemn hm, and others to cry 
out, Grucify him, Crucify him! . This felf-fame thing caufed 
Demas to forfake Paul, and was a fource of forrow to the 
faid apoftle, refpecting many others ; whom, in his letter to 
the Philippians, he mentions with tears, becaufe they mind- 
ed earthly things; and, as fuch, were enemies to the crofs 
of Chrift; their god was their belly; they gloried in their 
fhame, and would find their end to be dettruc€tion. Our 
Saviour himfelf plainly intimates that the love of the warld 
is capable of deftroying the foul, when he fays, ‘* What fhall 
‘‘it profit a man, if he fhall gain the whole world, and lofe 
‘his own foul?” And be it remarked, that although true 
believers fhall not fo love the world, as to lofe their fouls to 
all eternity ; feeing whatfoever is born of God overcometh 
the world; yet neverthelefs, by the love of earthly things 
their foul’s happinefs may be greatly injured. This world 
is a wiidernefs, and they muft not think to make it their 
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paradifes It abounds with briers, and thorns, and vales of 
tears. In it, they have no continuing city. They are 
merely paffengers, or fojourners ;- and not gatives, or refi- 
dents. It is a place of exile, and of abfence from their beft 
home. Itisanenemy’s country. Yea, it is one of the 
grand enemies, which, under Chrift’s banner, they mutt en- 
counter and conquer. ‘To keep our hearts from being en- 
tangled therewith, let us daily and duly attend to the counfel 
and conduét of Chrift and his Apoftles. They wiilbe found 
good counfellors in this cafe as well as inothers. They un- 
derftood the fubject, and knew not how to deceive. Their 
inf{truction, and converfation alfo, were all of a piece. What 
is their counfel then; It runs as follows: “ Take no thought 
(’.e. anxious thought) for your life, what ye fhall eat, or 
“what y e fhall drink; nor yet for your body what ye fhall 

“put on.” ‘Seek firft the kingdom of God.” “Lay not 
“Cup for yourfelves treafures upon earth, but lay up for your- 
“‘felves treafures in heaven.” ‘ Labour not for the meat 
‘‘that perifheth, but for the meat which endureth unto,ever- 
‘*lafting life.” ‘Set your affection on things above, not 
‘‘on things on the earth.” “ Be not conformed to this 
‘‘world.” ‘*Mind not not high things.” ‘Love not the 
“world.” To this effeét we have line upon line, and pre- 
cept upon precept; which furely would not be thecafe were 
it not for the dangers of this world, and the dire confequen- 
ces to our fouls of its prevailing influence. The beft of 
faints, in their happieft moments, have not failed to trample 
the world under their feet, and utterly defpife it in eompari- 
fon of God. Andng wondec. for the favour of God is bet- 
ter than life; how much better then muft it be than the 
things of life? We have feen the worft of men, like Dives, 
exalted and abound; and we have feen the belt, like Laza- 
rus, fufferneed. But, one day, the latter fhall be comforted ; 
when, perhaps, the former fhall be tormented. My foul, 
take heed and beware of covetoufnefs, If riches increafe, 
fet not thine affections uponthem. He that loveth filver 
fhall not be fatisfied with filver. Riches are deceitful as well 
as diffatisfying. They are‘uncertain: A prize in the lottery 
of this world which every one mutt not think to get. They 
often elude the grafp of their purtuers. If they be obtained, 
the keeping of them is uncertain. They make themfelves 
wings and fly away. The world itfelf paffeth away. We 
can take nothing out of it, and if we could, it would be of no 
ufe in the next. What comfort can the things of time be 
expected to afford a man, when he is ftepping into eternity ; 
‘The more any one has loved the world, the more bitter mult 
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his parting with it prove. O then for that pure religion, 
which, among other things, is, for a man to keep himfelf un- { 
{potted from the world} Let me not envy thofe who have ; 
no other or better portion; but to ftrive to keep the world | 
out of my heart, as much as the mariner does to keep the o 
water out of his fhip. All things here fade away, and, ‘like H 
flowers, they do it the fafter the more they are handled. 1 
Let us then fet our hearts where there is no danger of lov- i 
ing to excefs. God and his Chrift we cannot love too well. 
Let us love his word, his faints, and the habitation of his te 
houfe ; and, by and by, we fhall get clear of all the dangers 
of this world, and our love and every grace will be perfeét- 
ed in glory. A S. B. 







A CURIOUS EXTRACT FROM THE ASIATIC 
RESEARCHES. 
















Now being published in the East-Indies. 


CN an account of the nation called Afghans, the Prefident 
adds the following note : 
‘‘ This account of the Afghans may lead te a very intereft- 
_ ing difcovery. We learn from Efdras*, that the ten tribes, 
after a wandering journey, came to a country ealled Arsa- 
reth; where, we may fuppofe, they fettled; Now the 
Afghans are {aid by the beft Perszan hiftorians to be defcend- 
ed from the Jews; they have traditions amang themfelves 
of fuch a defcent; and it is even afferted, that their families 
are diflinguifhed by the names of Fewish tribes, although, i 
fince their converfion to the Js/am, they ftudioufly conceal 9 


A tts 2 


their origin. The Pushto language, of which I have feen a 
ditionary, has a manifeft refemblance to the Chaldaic ; and : 
a confiderable diftrict under their dominion is called /Zaza- | 
reh, or Hazéret, which might eafily have been changed into 
the word ufed by Espras. I ftrongly recommend aa in- 
quiry into the literature and hiftory of the Afghans.” | 

Note. The Afghans (according to the Perfian hiftorians) i 
call themfelves the pofterity of Alec Telit, or King Saul. | 
One of their anceftors, from whom they are named, they 
fay, diftinguifhed himfelf in the reign of David, and was 
employed by Solomon. 


* 2 Esdras, xiii. 45, 46. 


ON THE RESURRECTION. 


AUL, fpeaking of the refurretion of the dead, fays, the 
laft enemy that fhall be deftroyed is Death, 1 Cor. xv. 
26. His argument feems to be this: Chrift muft reign 
wntil he has put all enemies under his feet, Pfalm. cx. 1. 
Among thefe one of the moft formidable is Death, which 
fhall be deftroyed laft, in all its effets and confequences, by 
the refurreCtion from the dead. This being done, Chrift 
fhall deliver up the people, who conftitute his fpiritual king- 
dom, to God; or fhall give up the prefent difpenfation of 
the affairs of his kingdom, by preaching said ciltanaices, 
and God fhall be all in all ; fhall reign eternally without any 
ceconomical diftin¢ctions. 7 
Death is an enemy who firft made his appearance in our 
world by the introduction of Sin. Man was not originally 
mortal. Though he was formed of earth, his accefs to the 
tree of life, was both a pledge, and a mean, of the continu- 
ance of his‘exiftence. But fin, being once committed, gave 
being to Mortality, who as an enemy has carried off his prey 
by thoufands ever fince. Death is notan enemy to only one 
here and there, but to the whole human nature ; and there- 
fore it keeps continual fears and alarms in the minds of men. 
Death, with all his forms of malice and rage, met pur Lord 
as an enemy. He, in the perfons of the Jewifh rabble, 
fiercely encountered the Saviour by the {pear of the foldiers, 
and the thorny crown. ‘The innocent fefus entered the lifts 
with him in the exercife of patience, cheerfulnefs, and fub- 
miffion. ‘To a finner, Death is an enemy indeed; Attacks 
him as a thief, hurries him from all he values, and conveys 
him to the regions of darknefs. In fome views he is an ene- 
my even toa faint. Death deprives the beft of men of the 
union which conneéts the body and foul, which, as it is dear 
in the enjoyment, cannot be diflolved without pain. Mor- 
tality is a difgrace to the human nature, it turns the body to 
. putrefaGtion, and for a feafon hinders it from the fruition of 
immortal blifs.. This enemy is, perhaps; the moft formi- 
dable of any the chriftian has to encounter. The whole 
camp of Ifrael is often kept in terror by this Goliah. Death 
is the king of terrors: His looks, both ata diftance and‘on a 
nearer view, are fometimes dreadful. Armed in all his. 
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dread array with the pointed fword of juftice, the poifoned 
arrow, and guilty fting ; who is able to bear his frown? 
His attacks are various, but he always conquers. 

The deftruéction of this enemy isa pleafing fubject. We 
fee it not yet ; butas all enemies fhall be put under the feet 
of our triumphant Lord, fo fhall this. ‘Though his deftruc- 
tion is to be the laft, it is neverthelefs certain. We are not 
to fuppofe that his commiflfion to feize men in the name of 
God will ever expire fo long as the world ftands. Some in- 
deed will be alive at the coming of Chrift, but they fhall be 
changed at the laft trump. The power of death is fo much 
contracted, that it cannot ftrike a fecond time. Man having 
died once, he dieth no more ; Death has no more power over 
him. The empire of mortality received a confiderable fhock 
by the death of our Lord. By this means he deftroyed him 
who had the power of it. Hedid not deftroy the exiftence 
of this enemy, but he deflroyed his power to hurt. The 
feed of the woman bruifed the head of the ferpent, and by 
this mean rendered him incapable of doing any real injury 
toa believer. Indeed by the death of Chrift the very nature 
of mortality is changed to a faint. He now no longer views 
it as the effect of fin, the difgrace of his nature, or the enemy 
of his peace ; but as a friend fent by his Lord to clofe his 
eyes and convey him to Abraham’s bofom. Divine grace, 
when it is in lively exercife, very much weakens the power 
of Death. A lively fenfe of pardon removes every degree of 
guilt from the confcience, and extracts its fting. ‘The bright 
evidences of true religion invigorate the mind, give confider- 
able light to our fteps in this gloomy valley, and free us from 
many fears we fhould otherwife have. The prefence of our 
Lord makes us meet the enemy, not only with compofure 
but with great joy. ‘ Now Lord letteft{—” But all thefe 
ideas do not come up to the full fenfe of the abolition of 
death. Though it be weakened, it ftill exifls: But it fhall 
be deftroyed, wholly routed, and overthrown. This fhall be 
completely done at the refurrection. Death has long tri 
umphed. The trophies of his victory have been man¥. 
Thoufands have vilited his gloomy regions. Here he has 
kept them captives. He loofed not the houfe of his prifon- 
ers, nor allowed them any liberty ; they were only free 
among the dead. But the prey fhall be delivered from the 
mighty. One ftronger than he comes upon him, to whom 
it belongs to refcue. Hear him faying, O Death, I will be 
thy plague; O grave I will be thy deftruction. See him 
fulfilling this threatening againft Mortality, when he rofe 
Vo. I. 3P | 
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from the dead, and became the firft-fruits of them that flept. 
Of this triumph a Chriftian partakes even here. O Death, 
where is thy fling? O Grave, where is thy victory ? W hen 
the believer rifes, Death-with all its fad effets will be final- 
ly ruined. The body will be collected, re-animated, and 
formed for all the enjoyments and employ ments of heaven. 


EUMENES. 


A WORD OF COUNSEL TO PROFESSORS, ON 
THE SUBJECT OF MORAL HONESTY, 


Owe no man any thing. Rom. xiii. 8. 


si iar afford affiftance to the memory, we fhall place our 
hints of advice on this much-neglected fubject, under 
three leading articles. 

1. Be cautious how you get into debt. The general ftate of 
worldly bufinefs is fuch as neceflarily leads men to truft each 
other. Without this mutual confidence, trade and com- 
merce could not exift: Nay, the very bands of civil fociety 
themfelves muft foon be diffolved. Yet this needful and - 
generous confidence ought to be ftri¢tly guarded by the rules 
of prudence, otherwife the confequences muft prove highly 
detrimental both to debtor and creditor. Owe no man any 
thing, thould be, as far as poffible, the maxim of every Chrif- 
tian tradefman. Therefore, 

Never get into debt without fome reasonable prospeét of 
paying. ‘1o procure the property of others, without a defign 
to pay at all, is downright robbery. ‘he man who plunders 


his neighbour’ s dwelling, or applies a piftol to his breaft, 


may expofe himfelf to greater danger among men, but they 
both are chargeable with the very same offence in the fight 
of God. Nor can he ftand clear of the imputation of rath- 
nefs and folly, deferving of the higheft cenfure, who, previ- 
ous to his contracting debts, confiders not in shat way he 
is likely to difcharge them. Such may talk of truft in 
Providence ; but fucha plea, under thefe circumftances, on- 
ly aggravates the criminality of their conduct, by an attempt 
to make a righteous Providence anfwer able for the confe- 
quences of their unjult proceedings. O what extenfive and 
foul difgrace have.fome f{plendid profeffors lately*calt upon 
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the good ways of the Lord, by their rafh fpeculations and ex- 
periments with the property of others ! 

Make ufe of no false pretences to get into debt. The name 
or friendfhip of a known and deferving charaéter is often 
made the preface to a icene of fraud.—Difappointments are 
pleaded which never occurred—Money, expected at a cer- 
tain time, is mentioned as fecurity to deceive the unwary— 
Nay, (horrible to relate !) converfation on religious fubjeas ; 
the doétrines of the holy Gofpel ; the dear and injured name 
of Jefus ; are not unfrequently ufed, as the fuccefsful inftru- 
ments of dec eption, by abandoned profeffors of religion. 

The satisfaétion felt by the upright mind in being out of 
debt, fhould operate as a reafon for your endeavouring to 
keep unembarrafled in the world. It muft greatly pain an 
honeft man to recolleét thofe claims which he cannot anfwer. 
Ever, then, bear in mind, that to get into debt for the re- 
lief of prefent diftrefs, is almoft fure in the event to plunge 
youinto other, and perhaps greater difficulties, than thofe 
you now labour under. 

Remember too how disreputable it isto be in debt. Unlefs 
in very {pecial cafes, it leads to a fufpicion of the zmdustry, 
prudence, or principle of aman ; and that profeflor feems to 
give poor evidence of his regard to the credit of religion, 
who is carelefs of his own good name. 

2. Take heed how you behave if you are in debt. 

Much of a man’s principle appears, by his {pirit and con- 
duét, when in debt. No one will truit the avowed deceiv- 
er. Therefore the knave approaches the perfon he has 
marked out as lis prey, under the garb of honefty; but no 
fooner are his fraudulent defigns accomplifhed, than he be- 
comes another man. The vizard drops, and his real cha- 
racter appears. 

Are you in debt? behave then with civility to your credi- 
tors. May not the man, who has befriended you in the 
hour of difficulty, at leaft expect to meet with that beha- 
viour which common decency demands? Many ungrateful 
perfons can fearcely afford a creditor a civil anfwer, when 
he ventures to inquire after his lawful property ; perhaps re- 
fent the application as an affront, and forfake Aim, to play 
the fame nefarious part upon another. 

If youare in debt, be always frank and candid. Never at- 
tempt to difguife your fituation by falfe gloiles and wilful 
miireprefentations. Inveftigate, with impartial diligence, 
your own circumftances, and ftate to your creditors the na- 
ked truth. Supprefs no part of information, which juftice 
calls for at your hands. In tranfaétions which relate to God 
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er man, this world or a future, an ingenuous difpofition is 
particularly pleafing. He that covereth his sins shall not pros- 
per: But whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mer- 
cy. Proverbs, xxxviil. 13. 

Never evade the claims of creditors by false promises. A 
man deftitute of confcience, when preffed, will promife any 
thing to procure prefent relief ; but this is adding fin to fin. 
He atts like the highwayman, who, having plundered the 
traveller, murders every one who endeavours to apprehend 
him. Sucha chara¢ter feems prepared for any enterprife 
of darknefs. His confcience is feared as with a hot iron ; 
and he is fure, if converting grace prevent not, to have his 
part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimftone. Rev. 
xxi. 8. 

Sit not down contented ifin debt. He that is eafy, hap- 
py, and fatisfied in fuch a fituation, wears a character fo 
nearly verging towards that of a villain, that it would re- 
quire great penetration indeed to diftinguifh them. ‘There- 
fore, 

3. Endeavour as soon as possible to discharge your debts. 

In order to this, contrive to‘ pay. Lay down fome pru- 
dent plan for the attainment of this defirable end. If you 
feel yourself incompetent to this, requeft fome faithful friend 
to affift you by his counfel: And refolve to ufe as many 
contrivances to pay, as you or others have done to contract 
debts. 

It is equally neceffary that you exert yourfelves to pay. 
Withes, unaccompanied by fuitable endeavours, only tend 
to poverty and difgrace. Let juftice to your creditors be a 
fpur to your application and induftry in your calling. Tobe 
negligent when opportunities for exertion offer, or to wafte 
your time in indolence and trifling, is indirect robbery of 
thofe whofe claims upon yqp reach to every reafonable effort 
within your power. 

Nor is it lefs incumbent that you deny yourfelves to pay. 
The delicacies of the table, the fuperfluities of drefs, &c. 
are glaringly inconfiftent with a ftate of infolvency. To 
make entertainments for your friends or acquaintance, with 
what isnot your own, is to defraud your creditors, and to 
feed others on the fpoils of their property. Before you are 
hofpitable and generous, determine to be jutt. 

Begin this needful work immediately. Difinclination to 
any duty will furnifh many fpecious arguments for prefent 
neglect. Hence many fuppofe they could pay if circumftan- 
ces were any way altered from what they are. They intend 
to apply iemiolves ferioufly to this concern hereafter, juft 
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as fome taik of future repentance for the fins they are now 
committing. But we may venture to affirm, that if you do 
not now do what your opportunities admit of, your inten- 
tions to pay at all may be very juftly queftioned. Whatsoe- 
ver, then, thine hand findeth to do, do it with all thy might. 

If you wifh to fucceed, persevere in your attempts to pay. 
Though you may fee many difficulties Lefore you, do not 
defpond and fay, there is no hope. ‘Though your firft efforts 
may be baffled, look upward and try again. Much may be 
and has been done by little and little. If confcientious and 
diligent in the path of duty, you have many encouraging de- 
clarations of Scripture on your fide. See Gal. vi. 9. And let 
us not be weary in well-doing, for in due time we shall reap 
ifwe faint not. Prov. iil. 6. In all thy ways acknowledge 
him, and he shall dire& thy paths. Pfalmxxxvii. 5. Commit 
thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him, and he shall bring 
zt to pass. 

Surely none will anfwer the foregoing plain remarks b 
obferving, “ Many lay great ftrefs upon moral honefty for 
falvation ; but we renounce the pharifaic fentiment, and 
glory in affurance of eternal life, becaufe we truft in the fi- 
nifhed righteoufnefs of the Son of God. »__Miftake me not, 
friend! I have not been fubftituting honefty in the ftead of 
the Saviour and his bleffed work. I wifh not to flatter the 
expeCtations of him, who makes integrity between man and 
man, a reafon for fetting afide the Gofpel! But I wifh to re- 
mind the profeflor of evangelic truth, that unlefs his faith 
lead him to the love of focial juftice, he i is deceiving his own 
foul, ifhe fuppofe himfelf made a partaker of the faith of 
Chrift. For this is the will of God—that no man go beyond 
or defraud his brother in any matter ; because that the Lord 
is the avenger of such. 1 Theff. iv. 6. Finally, brethren, 
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report, if there be any virtue and if there be any praise, think 
on these things. Phil. iv. 8. 

FIGLINUS, 
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POETRY. 


ED (> Game 


Ax ADDRESS To a LIBERTINE, 
WHO REJECTED THE BIBLE. 


TOP thy career, and turn thy 
laughing eye, [and joy, 
Flush’d with conceit of riches, youth, 
To Death’s sure, rapid, terrible ap- 
proach. 
Ah! what will it avail at close of life, 
The empty boasting of thy vainful 
heart, 
just like a bubble blown up in the air, 
And breaks whilst giistering with the 
Tyrian dies! [thy steps, 
Cease from thy course ! nor madly urge 
Without one wary glance where Ruin 
lies (barbed darts. 
Ambush’d to strike thee with her 
Pdle Death stalks round thee, whose 
fulfilment soon Key thee ; 
Arrests the rapid wheel of Time 
And soon revolving seasons cease to 
roll. 
Hell gapes its pond’rousjaws—Heav’n 
stands revealed; [urges on 
Earth, with portentious struggles, 
Thy rebel steps to seek a happier land. 
The Gospel, mark’d divine, wide to 
thy view [eye; 
In living charaéters bespeaks thine 
And far and wide, triumphant in its 
train, [the slave ; 
It draws the prince, the peasant, and 
Brings down the proud, conceited, 
and the high, [the dust; 
And robs them of their honours in 
Lifts up the lowly and the contrite 
heart, [erring steps, 
Who sighs for Truth to guide his 
Free from the thousand whirlpools 
that surround. [ save. 
Immortal soul! Immanuel waits to 
O! would thy stubborn enmity submit 
To that blest page, which paints him 
to thy view! [ fort here ; 
His birth, his life, our joy and com- 


~ 


His sufferings, death, our hope for 
peace and heav’n, [earth, 
Of everlasting bliss, unknown on 
Where vice and sorrow, with gigantic 
strides, [ less sway, 
Stalk o’er the land, and hold a bound- 
And stretch their baneful sceptre o’er 
the mind; [her guilt, 
The human mind beclouded with 
Where Conscience, with her scourge 
of tenfold ire, [solid joy; 
Proclaims no peace, nor yields one 
Joy to be found alone where heav’n 
reveal’d [ blood... 
Give us a welcome thro’ Immanuel’s 
Should he in anger cut thy thread of 
life, thy thoughts 
And launch thee off!—Send forth 
To dread Eternity’s unbounded sea. 
Then turn them tothat Saviour’s won- 
drous love, [thy heart. 
Which still invites thee to bestow 
Where never-failing streams of plea- 
sure flow. fforth the lay, 
There mayest thou join in pouring 
The lay melodious to that sov’reign 
thron’d, [ance found: 
At whose meek cross, thy soul accept- 
Now landed safely where no sin in- 
vites, [self, 
And blisful millions, rebels like thy- 
Adore the grace, which snatc’d them 
from the flame. 
SERENA, 


An ADDRESS ro CONTENT. 
| er thy aid, O! gen’rous Pow- 
er! 


To pass each precious fleeting hour 
Free from corroding care ; 
Come, with sweet peace, to my sad 

heart 
Thy chearing influence impart, 
And all my passions dare. 


Teach me to bear the ills of life, 
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To smile amid’ the sons of strife, 
Whilst heav’nly joys are mine ; 
What e’re’s my lot beneath the skies, 
Rule thou my heart ; beam from thine 
eyes, 
And oe’r my features shine. 


Should Heav’ns unerring hand ordain 

Each adverse fate in dismal train, 
To bend my drooping soul ; 

Do thou support my fainting head, 

Bid angels camp around my bed, 
Impatient grief control. 


And thus, as moments creep along, 
Do thou dictate my constant song, 
Heav’ns high behests, are right ; 
My earnest wish, soft Pow’r, attend, 
Bring cheerfulness to be my friend, 
Thy first-born and delight. 


But should my God on me bestow 

Exemption from each scene of woe, 
And bless with good in store ; 

O! gen’rous Power, still sway my 
soul, 

And ev’ry needless wish control, 
Nor let me covet more. 


But in some calm retreat reside, 
Far from the world’s deceit and pride, 
With tenderest passions blest; 
Be it my care with heedful art, 
Some happiness to all t’ impart, 
And sooth the woe-fraught 
breast. 


To wipe the tear from sorrow’s eye, 
To guide the troubl’d thoughts on high 
To heav’n’s all-a&ing pow’r ; 
While neat economy attends 
My table, for my chearful friends 
to pass a social hour. 


Then O! my Saviour, to my heart, 
Thy store of love and joy impart, 
And ev’ry grace increase ; 
Whilst loving and belov’d I glide 
Down life’s rude streams, a ruffled 
tide, 
And yield my soul in peace. 


Contented at the hour of death, 
1 shall with joy resign by breath, 
A captive to thy love ; 
The sinners refuge, Saints delight, 
‘The Seraph’s song, the glorious sight, 
Which joys the realms above. 
SERENA, 


SEEKING THE LOVE OF GOD. 


HY love, O God! I cannot claim; 
No worth do I possess ; 
Yet still at that my wishes aim, 
Norcan I rést with less. 


’*Tis true, by crimes so odious made, 
Thy hatred is my due: 

And yet for love I humbly plead, 
For love divine I sue. 


Press’d hard, at times, by hopeless 
fears, 
I think the suit is vain; 
But yet I judge, till love appears, 
I'd best the suit maintain: 


For should I still pour out my cries, 
Without one glimpse of love, 
And ne’er obtain the wish’d-for 

prize ; 
Yet still the suit I’d move. 


For one so vile to seek thy love, 
I own the aim is high; 
Yet since Thou dostthe aim ap- 
prove, 
I cannot let it die. 


Besides, the Mediator’s grace 
Supports my earnest plea; 
I cannot to despair give place,— 
But hope Thy love to see. 
T. K. 
ODE TO MAY. 


AIL! loveliest of thy sister train’ 
Of Months that dance around 
our sphere, 
Thy sweet return I greet again, 
And welcome thee with heart sin- 
cere ¢ 
With jocund voice thy praise I sing, 
Fairest of months, and Queen of 
Spring ! 


The fields, beneath thy sky serene, 
Now coats ofloveliest verdure wear, 
Late russet hills are clad in green, 
The groves with foliage thick ap- 
pear, 
And flowers of various hues adora 
The vales, and blossoms deck the 
thorn. 


The gardens, like a blooming bride 

Just ready for the bridegroom’sarms, 

Stand deck’d in all their flow’ry 
pride— 





{nm cil the lovely Flora’s charms, 
And to th’ enraptured eye convey 
The captivating power of May. 


The feather’d songsters of the grove, 
{n notes melodious, loudly sing, 
And fill with harmony and love 
The blooming bosom of the Spring ; 
W bilst buzzing insects join the lay, 
And welcome the return of May, 


The numerous herds in merry mood 
Now gambol o’er the flowery plain, 
Now clip with joy the balmy food, 
And triumph in thy pleasing reign : 
Reptiles too feel themselves grow 
strong, 
And gamesome creep the earth along 


Nor idle are the finny brood, 
They skim with joy the liquid way, 
And as they glide along the flood 
Grow vig’rous from the beams of 
May; 
They sport upon the cascade’s side, 
Then dance adown its foaming tide. 


Lo! all creation smiles around, 
Enamour’d of thy gentle sway ; 
Hills, vallies, flocks and birds resound 

Thy charms—O, ever blooming 
May ! 
And the high praise of God benign, 
Who gave thy sun serene to shine. 


Thus, while the various creatures pay 
The grateful tribute of their love, 
Let mortals join the heav’nly lay ; 
The whole angelic host above 
Will listen to the song divine, 
And, pleas’d, in the grand chorus 
join, 


O Jesus, string my unstrung lyre, 
Infuse mto my soul thy grace, 
Fill me with that seraphic fire, 
Which burns in them who seé thy 
face, 
he fire of love, which shall survive 
I'he wreck of worlds, and ever live. 


Then of Jehovah’s power I'll sing, 
Who spreads abroad the wintry 
skies,— 
Causes the blooming sweets of spring, 
And summer’sripening grain torise, 
And gives to autumn all his store, 
And life to me who now adore. 


Vor. IT, 
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CRUCIFIXION. 


N this sad tragedy had I no share : 
Yes, O my soul! thy sins he came 
to bear: head, 
i sharpen’d ev’ry thern that tore his 
The pangs he bore, he bore them in 
my stead ; the stake, 
Itwin’d the cords that bound him to 
And form’d the knotted wire that 
plow’’d his back ; tree, 
The rugged nails that fix’d him to the 
Tho’ driv’n by Roman hands, were 
forged by me ; 
My sins did vigour to that arm impart; 
And fore’d the spear that pierc’d him 
to the heart; [fed, 
Tho’ other hands my Saviour cruci- 
“T'was in my stead the glerious Suf- 
ferer died. [have pierc’d; 
O! Jet me look on him my sins 
And mourn, in seas of pungent grief 
immersed, [alone, 
O! let me weep for him, and him 
As some sad father for an only son. 
O! let my bowels never cease to 
rove, ‘love! 
And yearn with gratitude for dying 
ELAKISTOTEROS. 


RESURRECTION, 
EHOLD my Saviour and my 
King! 


irom death’s dominion freed; 
Break out my voice, arid joyful sing, 
«“ The Lord is risen indeed ;”’ 


He spoil’d the power of sin and hell + 
And tho’ he once did bleed, 

Now, Oh my soul! exulting tell, 
«The Lord is risen indeed !” 


Who onte led captive, now in chains, 
Behold him captive lead ! 

And sing, in loudest, noblest strains, 
‘* The Lord is risen indeed !”’ 


For men, thro’ sit condemn’d to die; 
In Heav'n he ‘lives to plead : 
Then raise your songs of triumph 
high, 
«¢ The Lord is risen indeed !” 


Trust him, my soul, nor doubt his 


grace, 
For thee he’l] intercede, 


' And sing, to his exa'ited praise, 


“ The Lord is risen indeed!” 
Mrwor quam Minrmvs. 


3Q 
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ASCENSION. 
EHOLD! what glorious conqu'ror 


comes, 
Majestic as the mighty God ; 
See on his helm the waving plumes, 
And all his armour stain’d with blood. 
See o’er his seat the trophies hung, 
A pon’drous spear his arm sustains ! 
EReheld his chariot drawn along, 
Sce Death and Hell in captive chains! 
Behold the car ascends the sky ! 
*Tis Christ; his angels on him wait, 
The-rapid coursers move on high, 
And stop at heaven’s eternal gate. 
Angels, obedient at his word, 
Unfold the everlasting doors; 
With shouts receive their conqu’ring 
Lord, 
And in the rolling chariot pours. 
The steeds whirl on the rapid wheels, 
The brazen axel seems to groan, 
O’er heav’n’s wide plain and tow’ring 
hills, 
They bear the Victor to his throne. 
There the great Intercessor lives, 
And pleads for guilty man below ; 
Pardon, and graee, and peace receives, 
On hostile rebels to bestow. 
't'o humble suppliants at his feet 
These heav’nly gifts are ever sure: 
Be this, my soul, thy safe retreat, 
Then rest from hell and death secure. 
ATTICUS. 

THE following LINES were composed 

by a Servant Main, nearly a 

Century since. 


AYS Faith, « Look yonder, see 
the crown 
“ Laid up in Heaven above.’ 
Says Hope, « Anon it shall be mine ; 
*<I long to wear’t’”’ says Love. 
Destre saith, “ What! is there my 
crown ? 
«© Then to that place I'll flee ; 
«¢ 1] cannot bear a longer stay, 
«My rest I fain would see.” 


, 


«But stay” says Patience, ‘ wait 
awhile, 
«« The crown’s for those that fight : 
« The prize for those that run the 
race, 
« By faith and not by sight.” 


Thus Faith doth take a pleasing view, 
Hope waits, Love sits and sings, 
Desire, she flutters to be gone, 


But Patience clips her wings. 
YPSILON. 


THE CHRISTIAN MORE 
THAN CONQUEROR. 


HEY who now surround the 
throne 
Of Majesty above ; 
Worshipping the Holy One 
And basking in his love ; 
Once were pilgrims here below, 
Wand'ring through this desart 
land, 
Almost overwhelm’d with woe, 
Beset on either hand : 


But they have the vidt’ry gain’d, 
And enter’d into rest ; 

Have their utmost wish obtain’d, 
With endless glory blest. 

Not by merit of their own, 
Did they gain the heav’nly prize ; 

’T was the bleeding Lamb alone, 
Who rais’d them to the skies. 


Not by their inherent might, 
They conquer’d every foe ; 
Jesus did their battles fight, 
And brought them safely through : 
Out of weakness made them strong ; 
All their num’rous wants supply d, 
He is now their only song, 
Who for them liv’d and dy’d. 


When he liv’d on earth below, 


A servant’s form he wore ; 
But he reigns in glory now, 

And all the heavens adore. 
Onc@a captive in the grave, 

Death and hell shall rue the day ! 
Thence arising strong to save, 

He bore their keys away. 


Christ himself for ever lives, 
For evermore he reigns ; 
And eternallife he gives 
To captives bound in chains ; 
Pardons rebels doom’d to die ; 
Prodigals return’d he owns ; 
Raises beggars up on high 
To everlasting thrones. 


Millions sing his grace above, 
Now sav’d from ev’ry fear: 
We have cause to sing and love, 
Though at a distance here. 
With our former state compar’d, 
We are brought already nigh ; 
Glory is for us prepar’d, 
And crowns, above the sky. 
R, 





THE following Lines were written 
by aperson, whose mind was very 
sensibly impressed with the great 
goodness of God, which had re- 
cently appeared for him and his fa- 
mily, by raising up unknown and 
unlooked-for benefactors, to re- 
lieve their necessitics, when not 
able to procure the common com- 


forts of life. 
THE GOODNESS OF GOD. 


ARENT of good, and Lord of all, 
Thy show’rs of grace around me 
fall ; 
Their channels only can I see, 
But trace their source quite up to 
Thee. 
The sluggish soil exub’rant teems 
With swelling fruits in rip’ning 
beamis : [brought, 
Or mellow from the storehouse 
With chearing pow’rs I find them 
fraught. 
And ‘tis thy influence Nature knows, 
Where herbage springs, and fruitage 
grows ; 
Thou dost the circling sap propel, 
And bid it in earth’s product swell. 
Their varied hues thy pencil paints, 
W here light to shade so nicely faints ; 
Their flavours, and their rich per- 
fume, sume. 
From thy kind hand their powr’s as- 
The brutes for food thou dost prepare, 
And e’en those brutes thy bounties 
share : 
The fish and fowl thou dost bestow, 
And ali the comforts mortals know. 
When indigence and wretchedness 
The deeds of lib’ral hands confess ; 
‘Thou dost excite the feeling heart, 
And bid’st it due relief impart. 
And what exceeds the richest dole, 
Thou gav’st thy Son, to crown the 
whole : 
And now, thatI may grateful be, 
Bestow a thankful heart on me. 





‘ They that sow in tears shall reap in 
joy.’ Psal. cxxvi. 5. 


O, the swain goes forth to sow, 
L ’Midst declining Autumn’s 
gloom, 
Breaks the earth before his plough, 
Then prepares the seed its room. 
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Now he casts the grain abroad 
O’er the field wich Lib’ral hand, 

Leaves it then to nature’s God, 
Begs his blessing onthe land. 


Thus he rests in distant hope, 
Though the gloomy season frown ; 
Heav’n, he trusts, will raise the 
crop-—— 
Heaven his useful labours crown. 


Through the Winter’s tedious days, 
Chill’d with rain and frost and 
snow, 
Waits till vernal suns sha'l raise 
Infant blades conceal’d below. 


Joyful Spring at length appears ; 
Summer rears the graceful stera ; 

Then displays the golden ears, 
Sultry Phebus whitens them. 


Fully #ipe the harvest waves, 
Now the wish’d for time is come ; 
Now he reaps and binds the sheaves, 
Lo, -he shouts the produce home. 


As in nature, so in grace, 
When the seed ot life is sown, 
Dark and gloomy seem the days. 
Heav’n appears to lower and frow 


Broken hearts cause weeping eyes ; 
Thus the seed is sown in tears : 
Buried for a time it lies, 
’Mid distressing doubts and fears. 


But the glorious work begun, 
Heaven its culture will attend ; 

Christ shall shine, the cheering sun, 
Genial showers of grace desceid. 


On the once unfruitful ground, 
Fruits of hcliness shall rise ; 
These, where noxious weeds were 
found, 
Now shall bless the pilgrim’s eyes. 


Chilling blastsmay sometimes blow, 
Weeds may round the fruit entwine, 
Storms descend, and lay it low, 
And the sun may cease to shine ; 


But the crop shall soon revive, 
Grow and ripen as the corn ; 
Till the reaping time arrive, 
When the fruits are homeward 
borne. 


He that went and sow’d in tears, 
Now behold him joyful come : 

See the num’rous sheaves he bears, 
Hear him shout the harvest home. 


EUGENIO: 














ae eee 
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CELESTIAL ENJOYMENT. 


\ JY HAT must it be to dwell above, 

At God’s right hand, where 
Jesus reigns, 

Since the sweet earnest of his love 

O’erwhelms us on these dreary 
plains ; , 

No heart can think no tongue explain, 

What bliss it is with Christ to re ign. 


When sin no more obstructs our sight ; 
When sorrow pains eur hearts no 
more ; [ Light, 
How shall we view the Prince of 
And all his works of grace explore ! 
What heights and dept hs of love 
divine 
Will there through endless ages shine ! 


Tis heaven on earth to hear him say, 
By the sweet Go: spel’s blissful sound, 
‘¢ Poor sinner, cast thy doubts away, 
Thou soon shalt be with glory ; 
crown’d, [fa ade, 
And that bright crown shall faites 
But shine immortal on thy head.”’ 


But oh ! what music must it be 
To hear his kind iaviting r yoice 
Sound frem the throne, to Y welce me 
me, 
- 
rr , 2 , ’ 
140 see a soul redeem’d from hell, 
And rais’d with Ged and saints to 
dwell! 
Y 


Well, he has fix’d the happy day, 
When the last tears will wet our 
eyes, 
And God shall wipe those tears away, 
And fit us with divine surprize. | 
To hear his voice, and tee hi: 


ind feel his infinite embr 


This is the heav’n-1 long to kK now 
For this with patience 1 wou dd 
wait; flo 
Till, wean’d from earth, and all bas 
I mount to my peplegiay | seat 


crown, 
And, with the elders, cast them : dow n. 


OSEPH. 


Vhile all the heavenly hosts rejoice, 


REFLECTIONS FOR A NEW 
YEAR. 


GAIN . revolving time hath 

A brought 

Another solemn space for thought ; 
Another year is past ! 

Let me the period gone review, 

And with fresh zeal begin the new, 
For this may be my last. 


Great God, whén I the past recall,, 
’Tis mercy, love, and goodness all, 
Thou hast bestow’d on me ; 
But ah! when I my conduct trace, 
How poor, and cold, and mean, and 
base, 
Are my returns to Thee ! 


Like Semmel, I may surely raise 
My LEdenezer to thy praise, 

And grate fully avow, 
That having help from thee obt ain’d 
Which all my feebleness sustain *d, 

1 have endur’d till now. 


But mourning o’er my time mis-spent 
My , iy, pride, and discontent, 

And my rebellious mind : 
Like ‘Moses, I may Massab name 
The monumental pile of shame 


That I have left behind. 


Thou with a planter’s skilful hand 
Hast fix’d in a prolific land. 

The trees of grace, to beam: 
Dost prune the bough, manure the root 
From year to year expecting fruit 

Proportioned to thy care. 


But 1 encumb’ring long the ground, 
Am like a barren fig-tree found, 
Fit for the axe severe ; 
Justice the dreadful blow might give, 
But mercy pleads a fresh reprieve. 
Aud spares—another year. 


Myriads have fied. To me is lent 
A further portion to repent ! 

And must I soon remove ? 
Then teach my spirit, sacred grace, 
To urge as swift as time my race 

To the bright world above. 


Thou Ged, whose faithfulness appears 
Unchanging as thy endless years, 
My help in seasons gone, 
My stay in infancy and youth. 
I'll trust to thy unfailing truth, 
Till time with me is done. 


ALIQUIS. 
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THE DEMONIAC PISPOSSES- 
SED. 


Mark V. 
EHOLD the sensual Gadarenes, 
The choice of worldly minds 
they shew ; 
Thus numbers chuse to keep their sins, 
And bid the lovely Saviour go. 


Tho’ not our lips this language use, 
. Our conduc loudly cries depart, 
"Till Sov’reign, Grace the mind re- 
news, 
And captivates the roving heart. 


‘This, the demoniac dispossess’d 
Whom late no human pow’r could 
tame, 
This hush’d the tempest in his breast, 
And taught to prize the Saviour’s 
name. 


Now meek and humble, chang’d in 
hear%, 
A monument of grace we see, 
Who, when his Lord bids him depart, 
Still prays with his dear Lord 
to be. 


Yet Jesus grants not this request, 
«« But go,” he cries, «« and others 
“< tell, 
#¢ What rich compassions in the breast 
“Of your Almighty Saviour 
«“ dwell.” 


So many souls, new born of God, 
And tasting Can’an’s fruit below, 
Have long’d to pass thro’ Jordan’s 

flood, 
To dwell where richer clusters 
grow. 


But those who taste the Lord is good, 
Should make their Saviour’s mer- 
cies known, 
Prociaim redemption in his blood, 
And joys unfading near his 
throne. 


O help us, Lord, as lights to shine, 
While in this dreary world we 
stay, 
Then chearfully our breath resign, 
And spring to everlasting day. 


ELIZA. 


Written during a Fhunder-Storm, onthe 
Night of August 17, 1797; Bya 
Youth of seventeen years of age. 


OW mighty is that God, whose 
word 
The raging windg obey, 
Who bids the dreadful tempest rise, 
And can its fury stay. 


Mighty thdt God! who now invelves;, 
In darkness, yonder sky : 

Who bids the rain im torrents pour, 
The vivid lightening fly ! 


How gracious is that God, who bids 
The lightening harmless play, 

Around my shielded head, and guards 
Me safe from day to day. 


How gracious is that God, whose care 
Provides me here a home ; 

Securely sheiters from the storm, 
While others thro’ it roam. 


Whilst some poor wretch, his shiv- 
’ring limbs, 
, With rags scarce cover’d o'er, 
Into some noisome hovel crawls, 
Or lays him near my door ; 


I, stretch’d upon the bed of ease, 
Can hear the rain descend, 

Can hear the awful thunder burst, 
That seems the Globe to rend! 


« Lord what is man,” that thou 
shouldst bless 
An atom of the dust ! 
His merit—none ; thy mercy—a//, 
On which his soul can trust. 


Teach me this truth, O write it here’ 
Deep in this stubborn heart, 
To thy free grace, my all I owe, 
My merit bears no part. 
D. G. 


THE SWIFTNESS OF TIME. 


.NCE tired with a sad and irk. 
some day. 

Meeting with Time, I in my pas- 
sion rail’d ; 

And cali’d him sluggard, ham- 

‘per’d with delay, 

And one o’er all whesedimbs dull 

sloth prevail’d. 


. . 
I said, he made his scythe alazy staf 
And thathis wings of lead, not 
feathers, were ; 
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His glass, instead of sand, was fill’d 
with chaff. 

And he, wing’d like a bird, flew 
like a bear. 


“« Since me,”’ said he, “so sluggish you 
esteem; 
« Look back, and view your life 
already past ; 
«¢ Observe how short that train of 
years will seem, 
«* And then confess your error, 
and my haste. 


«« If this convince you not, I am con- 
tent 
«To wait till Death ’ere long your 
teacher grow ; 
« And then, no doubt, you will your 
words repent, 
«« And own I rather was too quick 
than slow.” 


J. LAGNIEL. 


Safety and Success implored for our be- 
laved 


MISSIONARIES. 


IKE Abram to 2 land unknown, 
Are our dear Missionaries gone ; 
Obedient to the heavenly cail, 
‘hey leave their country and their all. 


The various dangers of the way, 

Perils and toils by night and day, 

The boist’rous deep and death they 
brave, 

The Islands of the sea to save. 


May their whole souls and selves be 
blest, 

In Abram’s Gon with.peace and rest, 

In each distressing, trying hour, 

Be Abram’s Gop their shield and 
tow’r! 


When they arrive at distant lands, 
W ith Jesu’s Gospel in their hands, 
© may the tidings of his love, 
Salvation to the heathen prove ! 


Shere may redeeming grace be shewn, 
And all the Saviour’s glories known, 
‘Till heathen Gods like Dagon fall, 
And déram’s Gov be allinall! 


Hail! hail! dear Missionaries, hail ! 
Go on, aad prosper and preyaff, 


Till grace shall Satan’s work destroy, 
And fill the heathen world with joy. 
L. T. 


FAITH, REASON, anv APPE- 
TITE. 


O Reason lately Farru of men 
complain’d [tain’d ; 
That she by few was kindly enter- 
That some reproach’d ; and those that 
spake her fair [could spare ; 
Scarce half their scanty hearts for her 
And that, when thus she was but half 
receiv’d, [béreav’d. 
She was of all her conquering pow’r 


Reason reply’d, that her they worse 
abus’d, [us’d ; 
And only in their mean concernments 
That her a drudge to sense they vilely 
made, [and trade ; 
A slaveto Passion, Honour, Wealth 
But from her province, guiding life 
aright, [her quite. 
Her condué hating, had cashier’d 


As thus they talk’d, then Appetite 
pass’d by, [enemy : 
On whom both frown’d, as on an 
But with an air of scorn, she smiling 
said, 
They their dull heads together vainly 
laid : {could find, 
W hiist she in human hearts most room 
Tho’ jointly they to ruin her combin’d, 
In spite of all that they could do or say, 
Her pow’r would still in men both 
their’s o’ersway. 
J. LAGNIEL. 


eee 


OW ISAIAH Ivii. 18. 


I have seen his ways, and will heal him. 


That mine eyes were floods of 
tears, [lays, 
‘hen would I tune my mournful 
And own before Jehovah’s throne, 
The guilt and folly of my ways. 


My heart, my lips, my life defil’d, 
A daring rebe} I have been ; 

A traitor to th’ eternal God, 
A foe to grace, a friend to sin. 


Alas! for I’m a wretch undone ! 
The Lord Jehovah marks my way: 
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Sure quick destruction is my doom, 
My num’rous sins he’ll now repay. 


«« ve seen his ways,” th’ Almighty 
cries, 
What’s the result? «¢ I'll heal his 
soul ; 
« And mercy, like a copious stream, 
«« Shail sweetly all his sins con- 
troul.”’ 


“¢ T will have mercy,” saith the Lord; 
«« And whom I chuse I will set free ; 

‘«‘T’ll save the vilest of my foes,”— 
And then he thought on sinful me. 


Incarnate God ! what wond’rous love ! 
How rich the mercy, how divine! 
Pow free the great salvation flows, 
To cleanse cuits leprous souls as 
mine. 


PHILEMON., 


ASPIRING TO GOD. 
URMOUNT, my soul, this earth- 
ly clod, 


And the vain things: of time ; 
Ascend yon bright etherial road, 
And to thy Father climb, 


Wearied I turn my eyes around, 
On ail created good ; 

And fain would quit its utmost bound, 
To see my Saviour Ged. 


Adieu ye suns and rolling stars, 
And all your radient fires 

To nobler heights my spirit soars, 
To fairer worlds aspire S. 


Away from all earth’s dying things, 
My soul impatient flies : 
She must survey her smiling God, 
Or else she faints and dies. 
A BOY. 


AN INQUIRY AFTER HAPPI- 
NESS. 


HERE shall we seek for pure 
W delight ? 
Where fix the erring mind ? 
Alas, ali mortal joys are vain, 
Scatter’d with every windy 


Riches and mirth in vain are tried, 
Their promise is deceit ; 

And those who trust them sadly prove 
How fatally they cheat. ‘ 


The soul that would be truly wisé, 
And taste substantial joys, 

Must rise above this giddy world, 
And all its trifling toys. 


Then borne on contémplation’s wings, 
To brighter scenes above, 
Then shall our wand’ring souls find 
rest, 
And then we fix our leve. 


Our treasure and our hearts with God, 
We die to all on earth ; 

Our a&ions prove cur words. sincere, 
And shew a heavenly birth. 


Then when our Saviour shall appear 
On the last dreadful day, 

Sweet smiles shall triumph in his face, 
And chace our fea 


tae ate 
PS AWAY. 
- 


Till this blest period shall arrive, 
On him our cares we cast; 
Nor time, nor death shall move us 
hence, 
Nor the last trumpet’s blast. 


A. 
RETIREMENT FROM THE 
WORLD. 


AR from the world, O Lord, I fy, 

k From strife and tumult far, 

From scenes where Satan wages still 
His most successful war. 


The calm retreat, the silent shade, 
With pray’r and praise agree, 

And seem by thy sweet bounty made 
For those who follow Thee. 


There if thy Spirit touch the soul, 
And grace hie mean abode, 
Oh with what peace, and joy, and 
love, 
Doth she commune with Ged! 


There like the nightingale 
Her solitary lays ; 

Nor asks a witness of her song, 
Nor thirst for human praise. 


she pours 


Author and Guardian of my life, 
Sweet Fount of light divine, 

And all endearing names in ong 
My Saviour ! r am thine. 


What thanks I owe thee, and what 
love, 
A bqundless endless store, 
Shall echo through the realms above, 


When time shall be no more. 
WwW. YP. 
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EPIGRAM 
On observing a Drowsy congregution in 
a Place of Wor ‘ship. 


HIS sacred fane was to Jehovah 
rais’d, 

That he “* who slumbers not’? might 
here be prais’d ; 

But—triumph pagans—every Chris- 
tian weep— 

Tis now devoted to the God of sleep ! 

And the attendants find—O who'd 
have thought it! 

Each act of worship proves a sure nar- 
cotic' a 


THE VILLAGE KNELL, 
By the Rev. Dr. Turner, A. M. 
O rerum: fiebilis vicissitudo / 
UST as the sun his beams had lost 
Behind the western sea, 
And light, still lingering on the coast, 
Upheld the falling day. 
On the green margin of a brook, 
That ran soft murm'ring by, 
Lonely, my pensive walk I took, 
While all serene the sky. 


Silent, along the flowery dale, 
The grey-clad evening stole ; 
Breath’d gently rownd the balmy gale, 
Soft whisp'ring to the soul. 


There, crocs the plain, the weary hind 
With lat’r ng footsteps goes, 

In hopes, in his low cot, to find 
The sweets of soft repose. 


These the kind shepherd's guardian 
ove 
Beholds with calm de elight, 
His tleecy care securely lie, 
Nor dreads th’ approach of night. 


All nature smil’d—though grave, yet 
82) ; 
I fel: her s soothing pow'r ; 
Cast evegy prinfal care away, 
And Wail’d the blissful hour ! 


But while my soul, thus luli’d to rest, 
Drinks the sweet pleasure in ; 
Far other thoughts invade my breast, 

And change the lovely scene. 


The Virtace Net, with solemn 
toll, 
(The voice of mortal woe) 
Speaks the departure of a soul 
From all its joys below. 


The thoughts of death, and worlds un. 
known, 
Now crowd upen my mind; 
All Nature’s beauties vanish soon, 
Nor leave a trace behind. 


There may some faithful youth now 
mourn 
The virgin of his choice, 
Just from his arms ,relu“tant torn, 
The sight of nuptial joys 
Or there, perhaps, th’ untimely dart 
Sias pierc’d an only son, 
And fill’d a tender mother’s heart 
W ith gricfs before unknown. 
Or some poor widow bathes, with 
tears, 
Her sole supporter, dead ; 
While she, in bitter anguish, hears 
Her children cry for bread. 


Harder than stone that heart must be, 
Or lost in guilty ease, 
hat can, though but in fancy, see, 
Unmov’'d, such scenes as these. 


But where’s the deathless spirit gone, 
That just has Jeft its clay ? 
Through what vast realms, to us un- 
known, 
Now urged its trackless way ? 


If just and pure, while here below, 
Wash’d in the Savrour’s blood; 
It lives where endless pleasures flow, 

And sees its father, Gon. 


But if, impenitent in sin, 
It took ts awful flight ; 

Lord ! what a dismal state, ’tis in, 
Without one beam of light ! 


Think, then, my Fiorts, how thy 
soul 
Hangs on a feeble thread ; 
And that, perhaps, to-morrow’s toll 
Prociaim s thee, also, dead. 


In bliss or woe, no tongue can tell, 
Must then be thy abode ; 

The serious thought now ponder well, 
Asta fear, and love thy Gon. 


END OF VOLUME SECOND. 
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Fackler John 
Flinn Rev. Andrew 
Faucett David 
Flack William 


G 


Green Rev. Afhbel, 2 copies 
Graham John 
, Grunbe Samuel 
Gaven William 
Garifon Jacob 
Gray John 
H 


Hall David, Fsq-‘gov. of Del. 
Hopkins Cornelius 


Hicks George 

Henry Alexander 

Hercot George 

Hyatt J. P. 

Hanfon John 

Hazzard John 

Haflet Jofeph 

Hopkins Philip 
Hirifbergh A. 

Henry Edward 

Hyde Robert 

Hinton Kimbro 

Huxam Mifs Jane 

Hall Rev. Thomas J. 20 cop. 
Hall Rev. James, 2 copies 
Hall John 

Huggins Robert, jun. 
Heaney William 

Harris Handy 

Harris Samuel 

Hutton William, 2 copies 
Harris John 

Harris Thomas 


J 


Janeway Rev. Jacob J. 
Johnfton John 
Johnfton John 
Johnftone James 
Johnion James 
Johnfon Caleb 
Johnfon James 
K 
Klowden Jofeph 
Kinney Jacob 
Kinney Chefley 
King Rev. William 
Ker Dr. Samuel 
King John 
Kilpatric Andrew 
Kilpatric Jofeph, jun. 
L 


Lorain John, jun. 
Latimer Thomas 
Lewis Howell 
Lewis James 
Lafiertee Vance 
Lang Robert 
Lewis Willis 
Léwis Nicholas 
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SUBSCRIBERS’ NAMES, 


Lyril Thomas 
Larkin Ebenezer, 6 copies 
Linton 5S. 
M 

M’Kinley A. C. 
M’Mullin A. 
M’Ewen Miis Jane 
M’Creary James 
M’Culloch Lawfon 
M’Gee Andrew 
M’Cluar James 
M’Culloch Thomas 
M’Cutcheon John 
M’Caufland John 
M’Culloch Robert, 2 copies 
M’Doweill John 
M’Arthur John 
M’Kiffic John 
M’Cue Rev. Johp 
M’Cue Mofes 
M’Intofh George G. 
M’Elvain Mills, 2 copies 
M’ Mullin John 
M’Gauagh Alexander 
M‘Mullin John 
M’Dowell Robert 
Morris B. & C. 
Maccoun & Tilford. 6 copies 
Melvin John 
Morrifon John 
Mitchell William 
Mitchell David 
Maclen James 
Montgomery John 
Millhollin Thomas 
Marthall John 
Marthall William 
Mendenhall E. 
Moffett James 
Moffett John 
Montgomery Rev. John 
Morris James 
Miller John 
Montgomery William 
Mitchell Rev. James, 30 cop. 
Mitchell George 

N 


Reifon Alexander, Efq. 
Nelfon James 

Newton Rev. George 
Nourfe Jofeph, Efg, 


O 
Orr John 
P 


Paynter William 
Poupard James 
Peery and Hazzard 
Prettyman Benjamin 
Poage John 

Phillips Thomas 
Patillo William 
Patillo Robert 
Pannell William 
Peace James 

Paifley Rev.. William 
Parker George, Efy. 
Patterfon R. 2 copies 
Poored William 
Page Mr. 


R 
Rogers Rev. William 


- Rodney John 


Roberts Rev. George 
Rankin James © 
Ramfay James 
Ritchie James 
Ruifell John-C, 
Reaves Thomas 
Rankin William 
Richman William 
Rofe John, Efg. 
Ramfey George 


S 


Smith James W. 

Smith Mary 

Smith James 

Smith Mifs Mary 
Smith, Thomas, fen. Efg. 
Smith William, Efq. 
Stevenfon William, fen. 
Sherrill Jofeph 

Sloan William 

Sherrill Enos 
Sherrill Mifs Mary 
Sharpe James 

Scott Thomas 

Samuel Anthony 
Shannon Samuel 

Shaw Hugh 











SUBSCRIBERS’ NAMES: 


Showden Rev: Nathaniel, 10 
copies 
Smith Hugh 
Stille John 
Steel John 
Sebo David 
Swoope Jacob 
St. Clair Alexander 
Steele John 
Slemons Rev. John B. 
T 
Templeton Rev. James, 12 co 
Thompson William 
Tennant Rev. Dr. 
Thomas Charles 
Thomas Nathan 
Telfair Jane 
‘lrimper L. 
Thompfon Smith 
‘Taylor Edmund 
Thompfon Samuel 
Truman Richard 
Tew Charles, Efg. 10 copies 
‘foyan 5. 
V 
Vanee S. D. 
Vandegrift Chriftopher 
Vineent Solomon 
W 
West Robert 
Wolfe Dr. Jacob 
Wiltbank Rev. James 


Wilfon James P. Efgq.- 
Wolfe William, Esq- 
Workman John 
Weaver Philip 

Whan Samuel 
Waples Jofeph 
Waples William D. 
Wilfon Rev. William 
Wife John 

Wilfon Thomas 
Williams Elifha 
Way John 

Waters Peter 

Webb William 
Wharton Watfon 


- Willey Thomas 


Wiidom Larkin 
Warrin John G. 
Waring Mrs. (John) 
Waring Jofeph, Efq. 
Waring Dr. Richard 
Wafing Mrs. (Richard) 
Watts William 
Wilfon James 

Wilfon Rev. Lewis T. 
Walker Felix, Efq. 
Woods Jofeph 

Wilfon Rev. Robert 


Williamfon Rev. William, 4 
copies 


4 
Young Rachel 
Young Wiliam 
Young Rev. John 
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